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From your Parish Church . . . 
‘Christmas is a-coming’ or so sings Bing Crosby. Advent is not only the start of the new 
church year but a four-Sunday penitential period leading up to the big day itself on 25 
December. Shops have been presaging Christmas for weeks, but for the church, Advent 
beginning this year on 30 November (also St Andrews Day) marks the true start of 
Christian preparations for Christmas. Each of the four Sundays focuses on the biblical 
figures and events leading up to the birth of Jesus, including the patriarchs, the prophets, 
John the Baptist, and the Virgin Mary. 

Despite being in a Vacancy, we will be observing all these Sundays and holding the usual 
events leading up to Christmas Day: the annual Christmas Tree Festival where community 
groups vie to have the most-liked trees (13 and 14 December, with associated activities), 
our own decorated 10ft Norwegian Spruce, the traditional service of Nine Lessons & 
Carols at 6.30pm on Sunday 14 December, and our very popular Christingle & Crib 
service at 3pm on Christmas Eve, where we again promise a gigantic Christingle.

The Christmas period also puts strains on us and our families, as we reflect the season 
of goodwill without over-indulging and innocently upsetting relationships, sometimes 
leading to estrangements. When Jesus came into the world all those years ago he would 
not have wanted his anniversary to be spoiled by such piques. 

By Christmas we will have been in a Sabbatical/Vacancy for eight months. With the 
assistance of many visiting priests, and the support of the congregation, we have more 
or less maintained a full programme of services, which will continue well into 2026. The 
PCC is working hard to move the recruitment process forward for a new Vicar as speedily 
as possible, and there is a good corporate will to ensure the parish we hand into the care 
of a new Vicar is progressive and vibrant. Please support us where you can.

Remembering the birth over 2000 Years ago of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who came into 
the world to save us all, we wish all our readers a Happy and Holy Christmas to enjoy 
with family and friends, and a peaceful New Year.

Edmund Brookes & Sheila Betts, Churchwardens 

Our Mothers’ Union
Although we do not have a branch meeting in December we will celebrate the MU ‘Wave 
of Prayer’ on Thursday 11 December. We meet at 11am and begin our service by praying 
for our link dioceses. We light a candle each for Lusaka in Zambia, Shyogwe in Rwanda, 
Sokoto and Ikka in Nigeria, Karimnager in India and Ely in England and praying for the 
members in each country. A discussion and lunch follows.
We will be taking part in the Christmas Tree Festival in Church, 13 and 14 December. Our 
entry's theme is ‘Our Church’. Come along and enjoy the festival and don’t forget to vote. 
We meet again on 22 January for our New Year Fish & Chip lunch, 12 for 12.30pm. No 
doubt there will be a lot to catch up on, two months after the previous meeting.
Wishing you all a very loving and joyful Christmas. 
If you would like to find out about joining the Mothers’ Union please call me on 
01223 510256 or email mothersunion@trumpington.church 
Stella Chandler

Who’s Who

Vicar: We are currently in Vacancy. Please contact the office in the first instance, or 
Churchwardens outside office hours.

Church Office: The Bakehouse, 1a Grantchester Road, Trumpington CB2 9LH 
01223 846096 / admin@trumpington.church 
Parish Administrator: Emma Buck 
Office hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 9am-1pm

Website: https://trumpington.church 
Facebook.com/TrumpingtonChurch 
A Church Near You: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2697/

Current services are listed on page 5, A Church Near You (url above), and the church 
noticeboard.

The following email@ addresses end in: trumpington.church

Churchwardens: 
Edmund Brookes 01223 840374 / churchwarden@ 
Sheila Betts 07889 706625 / warden@

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sheila Betts 07889 706625 / safeguarding@

Organist: Geoff Symon 07472 437072 / organist@

Choir Leader: Alan Howard 01223 846096 / choir@

PCC Secretary: Emma Buck 01223 846096 / admin@

PCC Treasurer: Edmund Brookes 01223 840374 / treasurer@

Electoral Roll Officer: Emma Buck 01223 846096 / admin@

Bellringers, Tower Secretary: Sharon Timpson / bellringers@ 

Mothers’ Union: Stella Chandler 01223 510256 / mothersunion@ 

The Trumpet 
Editor and Artwork: Sheila Betts 07889 706625 / trumpet@ 
Copy submission and Advertising enquiries: Emma Buck 01223 846096 / admin@ 
Distribution: Edmund Brookes 01223 840374 / trumpetdelivery@

 
Cover: Pocket Treasures at the 2024 Christmas Tree Festival - why not enter a tree this 
year - email admin@trumpington.church for a form  (photo Sheila Betts)
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Services at St Mary & St Michael in December & January

Sunday 7 December 
		  The Ven. Alex Hughes 
 	 8.30am	 BCP Holy Communion 
 	 10am	 All Age Communion

Sunday 14 December 
		  The Ven. Alex Hughes 
 	 8.30am	 BCP Holy Communion 
 	 10am	 Holy Communion 
 		  with Junior Church 
 		  The Revd Sarah Atkins 
 	 6.30pm	 Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

Sunday 21 December 
		  The Ven. Alex Hughes 
 	 8.30am	 BCP Holy Communion 
 	 10am	 Experience & Explore (local team)

Wednesday 24 December – Christmas Eve 
 		  The Revd Sarah Atkins 
 	 3pm	 Christingle Service 
	 11pm	 * Midnight Communion

Thursday 25 December – Christmas Day 
		  The Revd Sarah Atkins 
	 8.30am	 BCP Holy Communion 
 	 10am	 All Age Communion

Sunday 28 December  
	 9am	 Morning Prayer (local team)

Our 10am Sunday services are in-person and Zoomed; other services are in-person only. You 
can find the Zoom link here: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2697/

Sunday 4 January 
	 	 The Revd John Summers 
 	 8.30am	 BCP Holy Communion 
 	 	 The Revd Canon Dr N Thistlethwaite 
 	 10am	 All Age Communion

Sunday 11 January 
		  The Revd Paul Brice  
	 8.30am	 BCP Holy Communion 
 	 	 The Revd Canon Dr N Thistlethwaite 
 	 10am	 Holy Communion 
 		  with Junior Church

Sunday 18 January 
		  The Revd Steve McGreggor 
 	 8.30am	 BCP Holy Communion 
 	 10am	 Experience & Explore (local team) 
 		  The Revd Geoff Dodson 
 	 6.30pm	 Evensong

Sunday 25 January  
		  The Revd Julie Gawthorpe 
 	 8.30am	 BCP Holy Communion 
 	 10am	 Holy Communion 
 		  with Junior Church

Sunday 1 February 
 	 8.30am	 * BCP Holy Communion 
 	 10am	 * All Age Communion

A guide to our services 
8.30am BCP Holy Communion is from the Book of Common Prayer – a quiet, traditional 
communion service.

10am Holy Communion is a service using liturgy from Common Worship with hymns and music, 
and with Junior Church on 2nd and 4th Sundays.

10am All Age Communion is a more contemporary communion service specifically for ‘all ages’. 
There is no Junior Church on this Sunday as the children stay for the service.

10am Third Sunday Experience and Explore is an informal service without communion; it includes 
a talk, a time for personal reflection, activities for all ages and refreshments. 

* Priest not confirmed at the time of going to press. 
See the website for up-to-date information: https://trumpington.church/whats-on

Trumpington Meadows
Local Centre Waitrose

St Mary &
St Michael

The Clay Farm Centre

Glebe
Farm

Long Road

Addenbrooke’s Road

To M11/J11

P&R

To Shelford

To Grantchester

To Cambridge centre Guided Busway

YOUR PARISH CHURCH IS CHANGING!

We at St Mary & St Michael are looking at how to adapt our beautiful 
historic building so that it can become a more �exible and welcoming 
space for the whole Trumpington community.

Our ambition to nurture Christian values and faith in our community 
remains unchanged. But we think this requires a church building that 
can accommodate a much wider range of community activities. We 
have developed detailed plans to remove a signi�cant number of 
pews and install modern facilities. 

As we develop our project and start lotoking at fundraising activities, 
we would love to hear comments or questions from anyone in 
Trumpington, whether or not you consider yourself a Christian, or 
come to church. We’ll use The Trumpet and other media to keep you 
up to date.

Please send any views or questions to our Parish Administrator, 
Emma Buck, at admin@trumpington.church 

Thank you,
The Trumpington Church Fundraising Committee  
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We are delighted to 
announce the return of 
The King’s Men for a 
special concert in church 
on Sunday 21 June 2026 
at 7.30pm. 
Look out for booking 
information about this 
concert and details of other 
events around it in the new 
year.
(photo: Martin Bond)

Memory Café
We celebrated our fourth 
birthday at our September 
meeting in style with 
guests – Deputy Mayor 
Richard Swift, Cambridge 
Rotary President Gill Coe 
and children from Fawcett 
School (pictured below).  
The children entertained 
with songs, along with 
conjurer and ventriloquist, 
Froggle Flavier who made 
balloon swords, which the 
children carried back to school. The four birthday candles were blown out by Richard, 
Gill, John and Janet and everyone sang ‘Happy Birthday’ and then the Deputy Mayor 
gave a short talk about his work. Gill Coe thanked us for a great morning. We had a very 
entertaining birthday meeting and look forward to our fifth birthday.
At our meeting on 15 October, plans changed due to illness so we decided on a morning 
of games and songs. Members and volunteers were asked to guess the name of a 
beautiful doll knitted by Beryl. Following refreshments we sang our opening song and two 
more songs, including the popular ‘Daisy, Daisy’. Our games included old favourites such 
as Simon Says, a memory game with most members achieving scores of 11 or 12 out of 
12 items, a Beetle Drive game and members managed to correctly identify by touch 12 
household items hidden in socks. 
The Guess the Name of the Doll competition, was won by Robin and he took Lily home 
with him. Our table quiz was won by Michael and Jackie.
At the time of writing we were looking forward to our November meeting with a visit by 
Denny Abbey staff who were bringing wartime memorabilia to discuss. Members were 
also reminded to bring home-crafted Christmas tree decorations for the Christmas Tree 
Festival at the Church. 
If you would like to bring a person with memory loss please call Janet on 01223 840268.

Trumpington Memory Café

The Pavilion, Paget Road (T-junction to Anstey Way)
Trumpington, Cambridge CB2 9JF

Third Wednesday
of the month
1015 to 1215

A place where people with varying forms of memory loss with
their carers can visit and support each other and have fun

Please call 01223 840268 to book a place and please give your name(s)

Save the date!
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The Clay Farm Centre
After a very busy October 
half term with our 
Hallowe’en discos and 
holiday lunch (one of our 
busiest yet with over 130 
people attending) we’re now 
ready for winter.

On Saturday 13 December 
it’s our Christmas Event. See 
page 11 for a flyer with all 
the details. 

The Clay Farm Centre will  
be closed from 1pm on 
Wednesday 24 December 
until Saturday 3 January. 
However, the library will be 
open 11am-1pm on Monday 
29 December with hot drinks 
and mince pies in the café 
area and some activities in 
the hall for children.

For more information about the Centre and our regular events visit our social media 
pages. You can find us on Facebook www.facebook.com/clayfarmcentre or on our City 
Council website: www.cambridge.gov.uk/clay-farm-centre. Clay Farm is a great venue to 
hire if you’re looking to host an event or party, for more information email 
ClayFarmCentre@cambridge.gov.uk. 
 

Trumpington Local History Group
Our next meeting is on Thursday 19 February 2026, 7pm at 
the Clay Farm Centre, when we will consider two farming-
related topics. Jo Sear will talk about the late 19th-century / 
early 20th-century boom in the mining of coprolites with 
particular reference to coprolite mining in Trumpington. This 
will be followed by a talk by David Knott, farm manager of the 
Trumpington Estate, who will talk about how farming 
practices in Trumpington have changed over the past 50 
years. Admission £2.50.

Our website trumpingtonlocalhistorygroup.org has lots of 
information about all kinds of aspects of the history of the parish – just search from the 
home page.

If you would like to be on our email mailing list, or get involved in researching our local 
history, then please get in touch: Jo Sear, Chairman, tlhglist@gmail.com

Our Trumpington Representatives
Trumpington 
City:	 Ingrid Flaubert	 ingrid.flaubert@cambridge.gov.uk 
 	 Olaf Hauk	 olaf.hauk@cambridge.gov.uk 
 	 Nadya Lokhmotova	 nadya.lokhmotova@cambridge.gov.uk 
County:	 David Levien	 david.levien@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

South Trumpington 
District: 	 Ariel Cahn	 cllr.cahna@scambs.gov.uk 
 	 Lisa Redrup	 cllr.redrup@scambs.gov.uk 
 	 Michael Atkins	 cllr.atkins@scambs.gov.uk 
County:	 Laurence Damary-Homan	 Laurence.Damary-Homan@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
	 Peter Fane	 Peter.Fane@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Members of Parliament 
 	 Trumpington:	 Daniel Zeichner	 daniel.zeichner.mp@parliament.uk 
 	 South Trumpington:	 Pippa Heylings	 pippa.heylings.mp@parliament.uk

Royal British Legion    
As ever I write this note during the Poppy Appeal and can again report that everybody is 
being very generous when donating at our Waitrose stall. This is doubly encouraging as 
the younger generation are also very keen to donate their coins in return for some of the 
poppy-branded items available. These they will use or possibly wear long after 11 
November, and I see more Poppy pins being worn throughout the year. This helps to 
emphasise that while the Appeal lasts for just 18 days, the money raised is used 
throughout the year to support veterans and their dependants. We will know the final 
total raised reasonably accurately by the time you read this article, as donations made 
electronically will than have been added to the cash given. The final total raised by the 
Poppy Appeal will be included in my February article. As usual all the partners at 
Waitrose without exception have been extremely helpful, cups of coffee being very 
welcome. In thanking Waitrose, we must not forget that our area stretches from 
Cambridge Rugby Club via Harston to parts of the Biomedical Campus, and sums 
collected at all these points are not insignificant.   

I expect that there will again have been a large turnout at our beautiful war memorial on 
9 November when a variety of wreaths will have been laid, some handmade which is 
very touching. The increasing numbers present clearly demonstrate that we remember 
the sacrifices of previous generations to allow us the freedom we sometimes take for 
granted. It is sad that these days traffic just passes by as we observe two minutes of 
silence. It seems a small price to pay for the supreme sacrifice of the fallen. 

Again, thank you all for your generosity. 
Edmund Brookes, RBL, 01223 840374, edmundbrookes@outlook.com

 

Community News and Events

Advert from the Cambridge Daily 
News, 2 January 1918
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Join us at St Mary & St Michael Trumpington 
on Saturday 13 December, 1.30 to 3.30pm
£45 plus booking fee – scan the QR code or visit 
https://wreaths-trumpington2025.eventbrite.co.uk

Wreathmaking Workshop

Christmas 2025

See the back cover 
for details of our 
Christmas Tree 

Festival 
and our special 

Christmas Services

Christmas Events in Trumpington!
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Need advice?

Telephone Consultation
   Call our free adviceline on 0808 278 7808, open Monday-Friday, 9am-4pm

Visit Our Website
   Explore our online resources for guidance or complete an email enquiry
   form on www.cambridgecab.org.uk/

Webchat
   Chat to an adviser on webchat or submit a ticket on our platform on
   https://www.cambridgecab.org.uk/

Universal Credit Help to Claim
   Seeking to make a new claim for Universal Credit? Call our free 
   Help to Claim line on 0800 144 8444

 Consumer helpline
    For consumer related queries dial our 
     specialists on 0808 223 1133

  Cambridge Citizens Advice
    66 Devonshire Rd, Cambridge CB1 2BL

We’re here to help you.

Your
01223 508050

Professional Instrument Tuition
Beginner to Diploma and Fun

Guitar – Bass – Ukulele – Drums
Mandolin – Piano / Keyboard
Vocals – RockVox® Choir
RSL RockSchool and RGT exam
syllabuses taught

Practical instrument tuition for
learning to play songs, play in
bands, perform gigs, pass
graded exams or just to play
for fun, age: Six to Senility 

Private tuition at our
Shelford Road studio, also
available at Fawcett, 
Trumpington Meadows and 
Trumpington Park schools

www.gigabull.co.uk 
email: info@gigabull.co.uk

Carpet 
Upholstery
Fine Rug 

01223 081431
Please  quote  "Trumpet Mag"

www.artofclean.co.uk

Wood Floor
Restoration

Flooring & Furnishing 
Care Specialist

Nurturing families and growing community with Connected Lives
We bring people together to build supportive relationships and a strong sense of 
community, helping parents and children thrive through connection, care, and friendship.

Join HonC! Stay-and-Play group every Wednesday (10-
11.30am, term time) at the Clay Farm Centre. Enjoy toys, 
crafts, a baby area, wellbeing singing, delicious cake, and 
friendly conversation – great for parents and little ones 
alike! Our Christmas party is on 17 December – bring a 
sharing plate of food and come and enjoy the festivities.

Feel Good Fridays at Trumpington Meadows Community 
Hub (Fridays, 10am-12pm, term time) at Trumpington 
Meadows Primary School. All ages are welcome to enjoy 
brunch, crafts, stay and play and friendly chat, plus support 
for wellbeing, finances, housing, and food bank referrals. 
Christmas hampers will be available at our party on 12 
December so come and join in the fun.

Baby Clothes Connections Find quality pre-loved clothes for 0-2s, available 
every other Friday at Trumpington Meadows Primary School. See our 
Facebook page for dates.

Parenting Courses Parenting is also about connection. Our Circle of Security-
Parenting and Connected Teens courses (starting again in the new year) help 
you build stronger, more connected relationships with your child or teen. 
Discover practical tools to understand emotions, strengthen bonds, and 
support your family’s wellbeing. Courses online or in person (with crèche).

connectedlives.org.uk/cambridgeshire-hub (or scan the QR code) 
facebook.com/HonC.Cambridge 
katie.logan@connectedlives.org.uk 
 

Fairbite Food Club Trumpington   
Christmas and New year openings: all members can shop on Friday 19 
December and again on the Tuesday 23 December and we will then be 
closed until 5 January. We would like to take this opportunity to wish 
all our members and volunteers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Our very successful Fairbite Food Club Social Supermarket is now open on Tuesdays from 
4.30-6pm at Trumpington Pavilion and as on the Friday sessions there is a free café that 
opens at 4pm. Membership is free and is open to people and families in the Trumpington 
area who are struggling to cover the costs of essentials. Members pay either £5 or £3 to 
shop – for a £5 shop members get shopping with a value well over £20 including fresh 
fruit and vegetables, and pick from a range of food and household essentials. We also try 
to provide access to Citizens Advice and other support agencies.  
We are looking for volunteers for these sessions. 
For more information email Patrick.brown@ccfb.org.uk or call him on 07704 720102.
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01223 832 928
www.Rothwells.biz

A few points that make us stand out from the others:
Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993.

We’re an honest local family �rm.
Our large truck mounted machines mean more

cleaning and drying power.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.

Only the best cleaning products around are used.
We will move the furniture for a thorough clean.

100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.
Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today

Local
01223 508050

CLEANERS IN CAMBRIDGE
Suite 86, 23 King Street, Cambridge CB1 1AH
robert@cleanersincambridge.com
www.cleanersincambridge.com

• Selected Cleaners
• To Clean & Care for your Home
• Fully vetted
• Fully insured
• Same cleaner every week
Come home to a clean house –
Call us today!
01223 398995
CLEANERS IN CAMBRIDGE 

Bespoke Curtains  
& Blinds

suecrowcurtains.com

01223 836498

3rd Trumpington Brownies
This autumn we welcomed new Brownies and an ‘old’ 
Brownie gained her Gold Award. This is a fabulous 
achievement and the highest award a Brownie can receive.

We’ve been following the Know Myself theme from 
Girlguiding’s programme. As well as lots of games, we had a 
wonderful noisy, messy session all about asking questions. 
The Brownies explored things like bubbles, mirrors and 
ooblek (cornflour and water) and asked all the questions 
they could think of – there were lots! We also thought 
about Remembrance Day and decorated stone discs with poppies. We’re looking forward 
to a campfire with singing and s’mores and to taking part in the Christmas Tree Festival at 
St Mary & St Michael’s Church.

We have a few spaces for girls aged 7-10 years. Please get in touch at: 
browniestrumpington@gmail.com for more information. Lisa MacGregor

Trumpington Stitchers
More of our popular workshops 
are planned for December and 
January and you can see the flyer 
here. If a workshop is full, we will 
put on extra dates so do put your 
name on the waiting list. If you 
would like to be on the mailing 
list to be first to know about our 
events and workshops (we book up 
quickly), contact us on the email 
below. Something you would like to 
learn? Let us know and we will see 
if we can run a workshop.

As ever, we look forward to seeing 
stitchers of all levels of experience 
and interest at our general Monday 
evening meetings at the Pavilion 
7-9pm and our Tuesday morning 
Stitching for Charity group at Clay 
Farm library, 10.30am-12 noon.

Lots more information, photos 
and our contact details are on our 
website: 
www.trumpingtonstitchers.net  
or contact us by email: 
trumpingtonstitchers@gmail.com

 
 
 
 
 

 

December 2025 to January 2026 
 
 

7-9pm at the Trumpington Pavilion CB2 9JT ⚫⚫ Cost £7.50 each 
 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 

⚫⚫ 1 December 
Christmas decoration 
Machine experience needed 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

⚫⚫ 8 December 
Peg bag Basic sewing  
machine experience needed 

 
 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 

⚫⚫ 5 January 
Lip balm cover Sewing  
machine experience needed 

 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 

⚫⚫ 19 January 
 
 
 
 

Using a pile of unwanted items we will be challenged 
to turn them into something new – like the Sewing Bee! 

 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

⚫⚫ Booking essential for all workshops 
Contact Jackie Covill: jackiec.stitchers@gmail.com 

£7.50 charge can be reduced or waived for those on low income – please speak to Jackie 

www.trumpingtonstitchers.net  
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Estate
01223 508050

iTech Mobile Store

iTech
MOBILE PHONES & LAPTOP
SPECIALISTS

+44 1223 678708
Mobile phones & Laptop Specialists

WWW.ITECHMOBILE.CO.UK

INFO@ITECHMOBILE.CO.UK

34 FITZROY ST,  OUTSIDE GRAFTON
CENTRE, CAMBRIDGE CB1 1EW

@MOBILESTORESERVICESUK

     /ITECHMOBILESTORE

Specialist | Blinds
Tracks | Poles | Curtains
Supply and Installation

E: paul@allhungup.uk
T: 07920 772 969

ALL HUNG UP

www.allhungup.uk

Trumpington Kids Clothes Hub
There’s a definite chill in the air, so 
we’ve been busy changing over our 
boxes of donated clothes, to make sure 
we have lots of warm and cosy items to 
pass on to new owners. Our motto, at 
this time of year is ‘No cold kids’!

Our willing band of volunteers got 
together recently, to sort and label our 
stock of Christmas jumpers, ready for 
the festive season – we might even have sung a Christmas carol, or two, to help us along. 
There are lots of lovely items, just waiting to be re-homed and enjoyed by new families. 
Visitors to Clay Farm Library will find a rail full of warm winter coats, for local families 
to help themselves. A big thank you to the library staff – their ongoing support is very 
much appreciated. Our grateful thanks also to everyone who supports us, including local 
businesses and schools and all the families who take the time to donate clothes for us to 
pass on to others who can use them. You all make a huge difference.

In January 2026, we will be holding a pop-up stall at Trumpington Sports, Trumpington 
Community College. This is an exciting new venue, so come along and join us, if you can.  
We hope to have pop-up stalls on a monthly basis, throughout the year:  Keep an eye on 
our social media, for details of when and where you can find us.

If you would like to sponsor one of our events, please do get in touch; we would be 
delighted to hear from you. Remember, if you can’t make it to a pop-up, we will gladly 
pack a box of clothes for you to collect. Just fill in a form online at www.
trumpingtonkidsclotheshub.co.uk  
 

Clay Farm Community Garden
Our AGM took place in October and highlighted, yet again, the lack of progress in the 
process for the Council to adopt the garden from Countryside/Vistry. This delay, now 
several years long, has led to maintenance issues to which Countryside/Vistry have failed 
to respond without time-consuming reminders. 
Volunteers are a rare resource. We are very grateful to those few who are devoting so 
much effort to keeping the garden blooming and productive, by watering during the long 
dry periods this summer, weeding, planting, mowing and litter picking. The organisational 
tasks involved in co-ordinating these tasks is time-consuming. We’d really love to have 
more volunteers to help with watering during dry spells, to take a turn at mowing or just 
as importantly, organise the rotas for those volunteering for these tasks.
A big thank you to our two generous donors of wisteria plants, which we hope will start 
to grow over the feasting table to provide summer shade. 
Our popular Christmas event takes place on 11 December - see the flyer on page 10. Do 
come along and celebrate with us. On 11 January, the Orchard Wassail will again process 
down to the Garden from the Orchard. For details keep an eye on the events page on our 
website – https://clayfarmgarden.org – and posts from the Orchard.



20 21The TrumpetDecember 2025 & January 2026

Agent
01223 508050

Treating musculoskeletal conditions including:

Trumpington Physiotherapy
Coach House Health Care, Maris Lane CB2 9LG

01223 340491 / 07879 408796

Nick Smith MCSP HCPC
Chartered Physiotherapist

nick@trumpingtonphysiotherapy.com
www.trumpingtonphysiotherapy.com

Neck and back pain
Shoulder and elbow

Hip and groin
Knee

Foot and ankle
Sports injuries

WHERE THERE’S A WILL
After working as a solicitor for over 30 years, Kate Bennett now specialises in the
writing of Wills and Power of Attorneys.
If you haven’t done so already, for the sake of your loved ones, make your �nal
wishes clear and get your a�airs in order today.
For a trusted, experienced and straightforward service phone
or email Kate to arrange an appointment to see her for a 
free no obligation meeting at your home.
Kate Bennett
07525 454160
kbennettlegal@gmail.com

Trumpington Community Orchard
The return of rain after the hot and dry 
summer means that the orchard regained 
some greenery that has now developed 
into the beautiful colours of autumn. The 
wildflower meadow has now been 
scythed and the orchard is ready for the 
winter. 

The fruit trees have been mulched in preparation for next year and the quince tree is still 
fruiting after the late rains. Over the winter we plan to tidy the hedgerow and lay the 
section adjoining the hazel platt to deter the resident delinquent squirrel from gaining 
access to the swift tower.

Thanks to some funding from Trumpington Parochial Charity, we now have some splendid 
new signage that we hope will continue to encourage enjoyment of the Community 
Orchard as a peaceful green space.

Our annual Wassail is on Sunday 11 January 2026 starting at 2.30pm prompt. Initial 
libations will be followed by wassailing the trees in the orchard and then processing to 
Clay Farm Community Garden to wassail the trees there. The event concludes with the 
Wassail dance, accompanied by folk musicians and partaking of warm mulled apple juice. 
Come warmly dressed in festive finery and bring your musical and percussion instruments.   

The next orchard maintenance session is from 11am-1pm on Sunday 14 December. Come 
dressed in weatherproof clothing and footwear and we will provide gloves and necessary 
tools. We would again particularly welcome volunteers willing to play a more active role in 
the organisation and maintenance of the Orchard to ensure its long-term future. 

Contact us by email – trumpingtonorchard@yahoo.co.uk or call Susanna 
on 07722 568020 or visit trumpingtonorchard.org 
 

Trumpington Pavilion
Trumpington Pavilion has a varied 
programme of events and activities each 
week. There’s something for everyone 
with various exercise classes, Memory 
Café, Balkan Dance, parent and baby 
groups, Singing Mamas, Trumpington 
Stitchers, youth club and many more.

Since BPHA have been running the VIPs (Very Important Persons’ group); it’s gone from 
strength to strength. It’s a real community hub for people of all ages to meet new people 
and learn new things over a cup of tea. Why don’t you pop in? See the flyer on page 28.

Look online or on our noticeboard outside the Pavilion to see what’s happening 
throughout the month. You can find us at www.cambridge.gov.uk/trumpington-pavilion or 
on Facebook. The Pavilion is a lovely space to hire for parties or other private events. 

If you’d like more information, please email TrumpingtonPavilion@cambridge.gov.uk
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Dirty Oven?

Specialists for Aga and
Range Cookers

Removal of all traces of grease,
fat, carbon and other nasty built up

layers from all Ovens, Hobs,
Extractors and microwaves.

No aerosols, no mess, no fuss

CALL MIKE FOR A QUOTE

01223 847455
www.ovenu.co.uk

Property to Let?

Accent Lettings
& Management

• Leave all property 
  management tasks
  to us
• We ensure the
  long-term viability of 
  your rental property
• Vacant property
  management a 
  speciality

01223 398975
07582 853668

robert@accentlettings.co.uk
www.accentlettings.co.uk
Suite 86, 23 King Street
CAMBRIDGE CB1 1AH

Tim Phillips advert 30-10-14

TIM PHILLIPS
& Co. Ltd

Accountants
Independent, specialist service

Small Businesses • Self Assessment • Personal Taxation

Accounts • Bookkeeping
VAT • Payroll • CIS • Virtual Accounts Department

Business Advice • Tax Returns
Tax Calculations • Lettings • Higher-Rate Tax Payers

Accounts • Bookkeeping
VAT • Payroll • CIS • Virtual Accounts Department

Business Advice • Tax Returns
Tax Calculations • Lettings • Higher-Rate Tax Payers

Accounts • Bookkeeping
VAT • Payroll • CIS • Virtual Accounts Department

Business Advice • Tax Returns
Tax Calculations • Lettings • Higher-Rate Tax Payers

Accounts • Bookkeeping
VAT • Payroll • CIS • Virtual Accounts Department

Business Advice • Tax Returns
Tax Calculations • Lettings • Higher-Rate Tax Payers

Accounts • Bookkeeping
VAT • Payroll • CIS • Virtual Accounts Department

Business Advice • Tax Returns
Tax Calculations • Lettings • Higher-Rate Tax Payers

Accounts • Bookkeeping
VAT • Payroll • CIS • Virtual Accounts Department

Business Advice • Tax Returns
Tax Calculations • Lettings • Higher-Rate Tax Payers

Accounts • Bookkeeping
VAT • Payroll • CIS • Virtual Accounts Department

Business Advice • Tax Returns
Tax Calculations • Lettings • Higher-Rate Tax Payers

Accounts • Bookkeeping
VAT • Payroll • CIS • Virtual Accounts Department

Business Advice • Tax Returns
Tax Calculations • Lettings • Higher-Rate Tax Payers

FREE initial consultation
     – NO OBLIGATION
Easy to find us
     – map on website
FREE PARKING

Cart House, 2 Copley Hill Business Park
Cambridge Road, Babraham, Cambridge CB22 3GN

T 01223 830044   W www.tpaccounts.co.uk
E info@TPaccounts.co.uk

The Chatty Café Scheme 
The Chatty Cafe is at Waitrose Trumpington, every Monday 
10am-11.30am. If you would like to have a chat while you enjoy 
your coffee or tea at Waitrose, do come and join us on the 
Chatty Café table. There will be a yellow sign on the table and 
one of us to welcome you. The Chatty Café scheme operates 
across the UK and is the leading charity tackling loneliness. 

Find other chatty cafés: thechattycafescheme.co.uk 

Trumpington Residents’ Association
We hope you like our new logo! It reflects the new phase 
in the evolution of the TRA, having ceased to manage the 
Trumpington Pavilion in April 2024.

We will be living up to our new strapline, ‘Supporting Trumpington’s community’, by 
helping at the Clay Farm Centre’s Christmas event on Saturday 13 December.

Our next formal meeting will be on Wednesday 28 January at 7.30pm in the Clay Farm 
Centre (in the Byron and Chaplen Rooms, upstairs on the first floor). Our planned guest 
speakers are from Network Rail, speaking to us about the new Cambridge South station, 
which is now expected to open in June 2026.

Anyone thinking about joining the TRA is welcome to attend a meeting to see what it’s 
like. If you’re not already a member but would like to attend a meeting to hear a 
particular guest speaker, please get in touch to check it would be okay.

Jenny Blackhurst, Chair, 2025–26, finance@trumpingtonresidentsassociation.org 
 

Seedy Sunday – 25 January 2026
A date for your diary! Our annual Seedy Sunday, a seed swap event, hosted by the 
Trumpington Allotment Society takes place each January:

Where	 Trumpington Village Hall, 75 High Street, CB2 9HZ 
When	 1.30-4pm, Sunday 25 January 2026 
Admission	 £2 for adults, children are free.

Please bring your clearly labelled, unused seed to swap, or you can make a small donation 
in exchange for the seed you take. Come along even if you don’t have seeds to swap.

In January we are thinking ahead and planning for the coming growing season. All 
gardeners are welcome, from experienced to novice. Choose some of your favourite 
seeds or find something new to try this year. If you have growing space, an allotment, a 
home garden, or terrace or balcony with a few pots, there will be something for you.

There will be stalls from seed suppliers, community groups and local artisans. Delicious 
homemade cakes, tea and coffee will be on sale in aid of the Trumpington Memory Café.

Our event supports the growing interest in locally sourced food and growing your own or 
learning about things happening in our community. There is always a wealth of expertise 
on hand to answer questions, give advice and help get you started growing. 

See you there!



24 25The TrumpetDecember 2025 & January 2026

Trumpington Repair Café
In February 2023 several Trumpington 
residents met on a Cambridge Carbon 
Footprint training course learning how to run 
a Repair Café, and decided that they could 
get together and run one in their village. This 
group included a very experienced repairer, 
several enthusiastic re-users, and Dave Fox, 
who created an online booking system for us.

The recipe is simple – put together people 
with things that need mending, with people 
who love fixing things – add some homemade 
cake and a friendly atmosphere. Putting it 
together properly was a bit more complicated, 
of course!

With the help of a grant from the City Council, 
and support from the Trumpington Residents’ 
Association, the Trumpington Repair Café 
group now holds three events a year, saving 
hundreds of broken items from being thrown 
away. Many people have been able to save 
family heirlooms, keep wearing favourite 
clothes or just been able to save a lot of money 
on replacing household equipment. 

The September repairs included 7 table lamps 
and 3 sewing machines and as usual there 
were items which could not be fixed in the 
45-minute slots available, but contacts were 
made with local repairers who could help. 

They calculated that 395 kg of CO2 were 
saved that afternoon by rescuing items 
that would otherwise now be buried in 
landfill, calculated as the equivalent of 
driving no less than 3,950 miles! 

The next Repair Café will be on 18 
January - see flyer above for details. 
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artstheatre.co.uk27 NOV 2025 to 4 JAN 2026

All Aspects of Internal & External Decorating

Period, Residential & Commercial Properties

Wallpaper & Mural Install

Kitchen Cabinet & Furniture Re-Sprays

Floor Sanding & Restoration

Plastering, Coving & Artex

City & Guilds, NVQ Quali�ed

For Service, Quality & Reliability

THE NEXT TRUMPINGTON REPAIR 
CAFÉ WILL BE ON 

SUNDAY JANUARY 18TH 
2.00 TO 5.00 PM

TRUMPINGTON MEADOWS 
PRIMARY SCHOOL CB2 9AY

Repair cafes are community 
events that match experienced 
repairers with people who need 
stuff fixed…. Electrical items, 
clothing, toys, furniture, jewellery 
and more.. 

BOOKING IS REQUIRED. 
Repairs are FREE. 

DONATIONS are welcome.
Our café will be selling homemade 

cakes and drinks.
Book now:
https://linktr.ee/TruRepCaf

Seven lamps were repaired at the September café

Repairers at work at our first café
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Trumpington Meadows shows the power of local voices
Residents of Trumpington Meadows were given a rare opportunity to speak candidly with 
Peter Freeman, Chair of the Cambridge Growth Company during a two-hour meeting 
held recently at La Reina Café. Freeman, appointed by Michael Gove and recently 
re-confirmed by the incoming Labour government, was invited by the Trumpington 
Meadows Delivery & Action Group (TMDAG) to discuss the real-world challenges of new 
housing developments. Earlier this year, he had publicly cited Trumpington Meadows 
as an example of ‘good development’ during a FeCRA event at Great St Mary’s Church 
prompting local residents to invite him for a more grounded, first-hand look at the 
realities behind the glossy brochure images.

Joining the conversation were community stakeholders. Together with residents, they 
highlighted a range of persistent issues including bad build quality, unconnected solar 
panels, delay in core infrastructure delivery as well as the importance of initiatives to 
encourage a sense of community which included the provision of food trucks, children’s 
clothes hubs and events that help to foster a strong sense of community.

Residents were also keen to ensure that future developments had consistent build quality 
and effective remediation as often poor workmanship and lack of accountability have 
caused lasting problems and that where defects are identified, new home owners need 
a transparent, timely and effective remediation process so that issues are fully resolved 
rather than left to persist.

One especially shocking revelation was that no additional policing budget is currently 
allocated for new developments, something confirmed by Police and Crime Commissioner 
Darryl Preston at a meeting held the previous day. Residents argued that developers 
should be required to fund additional policing, proportional to the size of their projects. 
Based on national averages, Trumpington’s growing population would justify at least 21 
additional officers.

Despite the concerns, residents remain proud of what they’ve built. A spokesperson 
said ‘Trumpington Meadows is a great place to live, with wonderful green spaces and a 
growing, vibrant community’.

Peter Freeman echoed the sentiment, praising the ‘strength of community spirit’ and 
acknowledging that the real-world experiences of residents offer valuable lessons 
for future planning. He told the meeting that ‘building new communities is never 
straightforward, and your insights highlight important lessons for how we can do better’.

The tone of this meeting stands in stark contrast to national newspaper headlines 
recently portraying nearby Northstowe as a warning tale of poor planning, where some 
residents now fear for their safety and wish to leave.

The Trumpington Meadows story, by contrast, shows what’s possible when community 
voices are heard – but also makes clear that there’s still much to fix if future 
developments are to truly serve their residents. Peter has offered a follow up meeting 
with interested residents regarding covenants, resident management companies and 
other issues, with himself and Anthea Harries, from Related Argent, who have dealt with 
these types of matters at the pioneering King’s Cross development, which he was also 
involved with.

FREE no obligation quotes.
Fitted by fully employed craftsmen with over 

100 years experience.

Cambridgeshire’s largest flooring showroom est. 1996

Luxury Vinyl Tiles (LVT)
Laminate - Hardwood & Natural

Over 3500 Carpet samples
Cushion Vinyl 

01223 233233
www.floor-coverings.net

Showroom:
Unit 31-32 Dry Drayton Industries, Scotland Road, 

Dry Drayton, Cambridge CB23 8AT
Open: Mon - Sat 9-5

Scan to see our showroom

Paul Waldmann
Woodwork
Established 1982

• Furniture made
• Kitchens built
• Cupboards and
 bookcases
• Garden furniture
 and �ttings
• Made to suit your 
 requirements

Phone for a FREE ESTIMATE

01223 314001
41 Norfolk Street Cambridge CB12LD

paulwaldmann169@gmail.com
www.paulwaldmanndesign.co.uk

Your friendly neighbourhood tennis club

Coaching for all ages and standards

O� Grantchester Road, Newnham CB3 9ED
www.cocksandhens.co.uk

Chessie Nour
BACP Humanistic Counsellor

Specialist in trauma
and anxiety 

For more information 
please contact 

chessnour@gmail.com

ANGLIA
FIREWOOD.co.uk
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Wildlife Trust BCN Update for December
Winter is a busy time for our nature reserve team of staff and 
volunteers. Here are some tasks they have been doing recently:

Tree checking – our staff regularly check our mature trees with dead or dying branches, 
where they might cause a problem for roads, buildings and paths. This is a much bigger 
job since trees have become more affected by ash die-back disease. On some sites where 
ash die-back has caused significant damage, we are removing the trees, and re-planting 
areas with other native species.

Coppicing is an ancient technique that was used in the past to create useful wood 
products like broom handles and charcoal. It involves cutting down trees, often hazel, in 
sections, on rotation. They are cut in such a way that the tree grows back with multiple 
stems. Conservationists now use the same techniques to create areas in our ancient 
woodlands with different light levels and density of vegetation. Coppicing mimics the 
action of large herbivores under which our woodlands evolved, and create areas of 
diverse ‘edge’ habitat. 

Path maintenance: Our volunteer work party in Cambourne has been improving an area 
of the perimeter path in the SE of the nature reserve. Last year they raised the level of 
the path using limestone chips, and dug a drainage trench. This year they have dug a 
bigger trench to help reduce the amount of water on the path. On some of our woodland 
nature reserves, paths, or even whole sites, are closed to avoid damage to the sensitive 
path edges when they become muddy. To reduce damage, please consider visiting sites 
you’ve not been to before, or sticking to areas which are less muddy. Wearing appropriate 
shoes for muddy conditions means you can walk through the mud, rather than spreading 
the erosion around the outside. If you are interested in volunteering on our practical work 
parties, please get in contact.

December event (booking is essential wildlifebcn.org/events)

Trumpington Meadows, 18 December: 1.30-2.45pm: Seasonal stroll for adults

Local enquiries 
Rebecca.Neal@wildlifebcn.org	 TrumpingtonMeadows@wildlifebcn.org 
Facebook: @BeccaBadgerWTBCN	 Facebook: TrumpingtonMeadowsNatureReserve

General enquiries 
cambridgeshire@wildlifebcn.org	 @wildlifebcn | www.wildlifebcn.org

The Wildlife Trust for Beds, Cambs, and Northants is a local wildlife conservation charity 
aiming to achieve bigger, better, and more joined up habitats for wildlife and people. We 
do this by working in partnership to conserve and enhance habitats and biodiversity, and 
through community work, helping people enjoy, understand, and take action for wildlife.
 

Comberton Ramblers
We walk 5-6 miles alternate Sundays. You can have 2 free walks before joining 
(£10 per person). For more info visit combertonramblers.org.uk or email 
stella.hardwicke2274@hotmail.com 

Good
Gardening

Experienced and
knowledgeable

gardener

Available for
all types of gardening

Call George on
07799 031763

SSaammaanntthhaa  
MMccGGuuiinnnneessss  
SSoofftt  FFuurrnniisshhiinnggss  

  
CCuurrttaaiinn  MMaakkiinngg  ~~  CCuusshhiioonnss  

LLoooossee  CCoovveerrss  ~~  RRoommaann  BBlliinnddss  
((MMeeaassuurriinngg  aanndd  QQuuootteess  

oonn  RReeqquueesstt))  
  

0077880033  773377551188  
ssaammccaammppbbeellll3399@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm  
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Make sure you are protected this winter
NHS Cambridgeshire & Peterborough 
is urging anyone eligible for their 
COVID-19, flu, RSV or pneumococcal 
vaccines to make sure they’ve had 
them this winter. Each vaccine has a 
slightly different eligibility criteria:

•	 RSV vaccine – for anyone who is 
pregnant, aged 75-79, or anyone who 
turned 80 years old from 
1 September 2024.

•	 Pneumococcal vaccine – for 
anyone 65 or over (only one dose is 
needed).

•	 Flu vaccine – for anyone aged 65 or over (including those who will be 65 by 31 March 
2026); have certain long-term health conditions; are pregnant; live in a care home; are 
the main carer for an older or disabled person, or receive a carer's allowance; or live with 
someone who has a weakened immune system.

•	 COVID-19 vaccine – for anyone aged 75+, those aged between six months and 74 years 
and have a weakened immune system because of a health condition or treatment; and 
people who live in a care home for older adults.

For some people who have got used to having their COVID-19 and flu vaccine together 
in winter, this might mean a change for them as the COVID-19 vaccine age criteria has 
changed from people over 65 to people over 75. 

To find out more about these vaccines, and how to book them, or find a walk-in clinic, 
please visit The Vaccinators website https://www.cpics.org.uk/the-vaccinators

5 Anstey Way, Cambridge
CB2 9JE

01223 847 808
�orist@radhika�owers.co.uk

Flowers for
Gifts • Weddings • Sympathy

Order online, by phone
or in the shop

The Trumpet

Information and articles for possible inclusion in the next issue of this magazine are welcomed 
and should be emailed to the editor by Wednesday 31 December 2025, to admin@
trumpington.church

The Trumpet is published by Trumpington Parochial Church Council (Registered Charity 
No.1139132) (the ‘PCC’). 

Views expressed by authors in articles in The Trumpet are their own and their inclusion does not 
imply any endorsement by the PCC. 

Advertisements for inclusion in The Trumpet are accepted in good faith but without investigation 
or approval by the PCC. Accordingly, the PCC accepts no liability (including liability in negligence) 
for any loss, cost or expense arising from arrangements made or transactions entered into on 
the basis of such advertisements. Readers must satisfy themselves as to the adequacy of any 
goods, services or events offered or provided. 
All of the PCC’s rights are reserved. The Trumpet may not be reproduced in whole or in part 
without written permission.

Other community groups in Trumpington

1st Trumpington Scout Group 
Beavers (age 6-8) Wednesday Trumpington Meadows School 
(TMP)  
Cubs (age 8-10.5) Tuesday, TMP; Wednesday, Fawcett School 
Scouts (age 10.5-14) Tuesday, TMP; Thursday, Fawcett School

During the summer we mostly meet on Trumpington Meadows. 
All term-time only. 
For more information or to volunteer email 
gsl@1sttrumpingtonscouts.org.uk

Trumpington Allotment Society 
We manage Foster Road allotments: trumpingtonallotments.org
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