WELCOME - BIENVENUE TO CHRIST CHURCH IN THE MANCHE, GRATOT-HOMMEEL , for a service for the fourth Sunday of Advent
21 December 2025

Welcome and lighting of the Advent candle

Hymn 575 Rejoice the Lord is King

Christ has brought us out of darkness:
to live in his marvellous light.
Praise God! For the Lord, our almighty God, is King!
Happy are those who have been invited
to the wedding-feast of the Lamb.

Prayers of penitence

Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done evil in your sight.
We are sorry and repent.
Have mercy on us according to your love.
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.
Renew a right spirit within us and restore us to the joy of your salvation, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The word of God
After each reading:
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

First reading: Isaiah 7.10-16
(Isaiah Gives Ahaz the Sign of Immanuel)

Hymn 337 In the bleak mid-winter

Second reading: Romans 1.1-7
(Salutation to the Romans)




Hymn Tune: Dominus Regit Me 
1 Great shepherd of thy chosen flock,
Thy people’s shield, their shadowing rock,
Once more we meet to hear thy voice,
Once more before thee to rejoice.

2 Now may thy spirit, by the word, 
Refresh each wearied heart. O Lord,
Wearied of earth’s vain strife and woe,
And longing more thyself to know.

3 Thine is the heart our griefs to feel,
And thine the love each wound to heal;
Home thou art gone for us to care,
Returning soon to take us there.

Gospel reading Matthew 1.18-end
(The Birth of Jesus the Messiah)
The sermon
Affirmation of faith
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
Prayers of intercession




The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen

Offertory hymn 714 Unto us a boy is born

Prayer of thanksgiving
Yours, Lord is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; all things come from you, and of your own do we give you. Amen.

Collect
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son: grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Hymn 345 It came upon the midnight clear

Notices

Blessing and dismissal

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
