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A  M e s s a g e  
f r o m

F r  P a u l

I  p r o m i s e  I  p r o m i s e !  T h o s e  o f  y o u  w h o  h a v e  h a d  c h i l d r e n ,  o r  h a v e  k n o w n
c h i l d r e n ,  w e l l  k n o w  t h a t  t h e s e  w o r d s  ‘ I  p r o m i s e ’  c a n  s o m e t i m e s  r o l l  o f f
t h e i r  l i p s  w i t h o u t  a  s e c o n d  t h o u g h t .  H o w  m a n y  t i m e s  h a v e  w e  h e a r d  t h o s e
f a t a l  w o r d s ,  ‘ y e s  I  p r o m i s e  t o  c l e a n  m y  r o o m ’ ,  o r  ‘ I  p r o m i s e  I  w i l l  t a k e
t h e m  f o r  a  w a l k  e v e r y  d a y ’ .  A l l  t h e  t i m e  k n o w i n g  t h a t  a t  b e s t  t h e s e
p r o m i s e s  w i l l  l a s t  a  w e e k  a t  t h e  m o s t  i f  w e  a r e  l u c k y ,  b u t  t h e n  i t  i s  n o t
o n l y  c h i l d r e n  w h o  c a n  m a k e  t h e s e  h a l f  h e a t e d  p r o m i s e s .  T h e s e  w o r d s  ‘ I
p r o m i s e ’  a r e  o n  o u r  l i p s  o n c e  a g a i n ,  i n  t h i s  C h r i s t m a s  s e a s o n ,
( t r a d i t i o n a l l y  C h r i s t m a s  f i n i s h e s  w i t h  t h e  P r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  L o r d ,  a l s o
k n o w n  a s  C a n d l e  M a s s ,  o n  t h e  2 n d  F e b r u a r y )  a n d  a s  w e  c e l e b r a t e  t h e
s e c u l a r  N e w  Y e a r ,  a n d  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  a r e  o f t e n  a c c o m p a n i e d  i n  w i t h  o v e r
i n d u l g e n c e .  T h i s  i s  a  t i m e  w h e n  w e  l o o k  b a c k  o n  o u r  p a s t  y e a r  w i t h
r e m o r s e ,  m a k i n g  t h o s e  p r o m i s e s  t o  d o  b e t t e r .  M a k i n g  t h o s e  p r o m i s e s  w i t h
t h e  g o a l  t o  t u r n  b a c k  t h e  d i a l  o n  o u r  b a t h r o o m  s c a l e s ,  t o  f i t  o n c e  a g a i n
i n t o  t h e  f a v o u r i t e  p a i r  o f  j e a n s ,  t o  b e c o m e  s t r a n g e r s  o n c e  m o r e
w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c a n .  T h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  i s  i t  c a n  b e  a l l  t o o  e a s y  t o
m a k e  t h e s e  p r o m i s e  i n  t h e  h e a t  o f  t h e  m o m e n t  o n l y  t o  f a l l  b a c k  i n t o  o u r
o l d  w a y s  a l l  t o o  q u i c k l y .

T h i s  c a n  a l s o  b e  t h e  c a s e  i n  o u r  p r a y e r  l i f e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  o u r  l i f e  a s  a
C h r i s t i a n .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  o f  C h r i s t m a s ,  w e  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  I n c a r n a t i o n  o f  t h e
L o r d ,  t h e  m o m e n t  t h a t  G o d  b e c a m e  m a n  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  J e s u s .  T h i s  i s  a
t i m e  o f  g r e a t  c e l e b r a t i o n  f o r  u s  a s  i t  s e e s  t h e  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  t h e  c o v e n a n t
t h a t  G o d  m a d e  t o  A b r a h a m ,  i t  a l s o  s e e  t h e  s t a r t  o f  o u r  s a l v a t i o n  a s  G o d
b e c o m e s  m a n  a n d  g i v e s  h i m s e l f  a s  a  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  o u r  s i n s  u p o n  t h e  c r o s s .
W e  a l l  m a k e  t h e s e  p r o m i s e s  a t  C h r i s t m a s ,  m a k i n g  t h a t  l i t t l e  b i t  m o r e  o f  a n
e f f o r t  i n  o u r  f a i t h ,  d u s t i n g  o f f  o u r  S u n d a y  b e s t  j u s t  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  g o  t o
M i d n i g h t  M a s s ,  o r  g o  w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y  o n  C h r i s t m a s  m o r n i n g .  O u r  i n t e n t i o n s
a r e  w e l l  m e a n t  a s  w e  r e s o l v e  n o  l o n g e r  t o  b e  a  s t r a n g e r  i n  C h u r c h ,  a
s t r a n g e r  t o  G o d  i n  p r a y e r ,  b u t  s o m e h o w  l i f e  j u s t  g e t s  i n  t h e  w a y ,  a n d  t h e
d u v e t  s e e m s  m o r e  a p p e a l i n g  t h a n  t h e  p e w .  I f  w e  t h i n k  o f  o u r  p r a y e r  l i f e ,
o u r  g o i n g  t o  c h u r c h  a s  a  c h o r e ,  t h e n  w e  a r e  d o i n g  i t  a l l  w r o n g  a n d  w e  s h a l l
f a l l  b y  t h e  w a y s i d e .  N o ,  o u r  l i f e  a s  a  C h r i s t i a n  i s  n o t  a  c h o r e ,  s o m e t h i n g  t o
b e  e n d u r e d ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  g r e a t  a  j o y  t h a t  l i f t s  o u r  h e a r t s  a n d  t h e  h e a r t s  o f
t h o s e  a r o u n d  u s .

W h e n  w e  p r a y ,  w h e n  w e  g o  t o  c h u r c h  w e  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f
G o d ,  w h i c h  f i l l s  u s  w i t h  j o y .  Y e s ,  t h e  c h u r c h  m a y  b e  c o l d .  Y e s ,  t h e  p e w s  a r e
a  l i t t l e  h a r d .  Y e s ,  i t  m a y  s e e m  t o  b e  t h e  s a m e  w e e k  i n  a n d  w e e k  o u t ,  b u t  i f
y o u  o p e n  y o u r  h e a r t s  t o  t h e  l o v e  o f  G o d ,  h e  w i l l  f i l l  y o u  w i t h  s u c h  a  j o y  a l l
t h o s e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  w i l l  f a l l  i n t o  i n s i g n i f i c a n c e .  D o  n o t  m a k e  p r o m i s e s  t o
p r a y  m o r e ,  t o  m a k e  t h a t  e x t r a  e f f o r t  t o  g o  t o  c h u r c h  o n c e  a  m o n t h ,  i n s t e a d
o p e n  y o u r  h e a r t s  t o  G o d ’ s  l o v e ,  t h e n  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  w i l l  f a l l  i n t o  p l a c e .



 
Skirbeck 

St Nicholas 
Service times 

 Sundays - Parish Mass, 9.15am 
Holy Hour,  5pm

Tuesdays – Mass, 9.30am
Wednesdays – Mass, 6.30pm 
Saturdays - Mass, 10am 

Rosary, 9.30am (first 
Saturday of the month only) 

Feasts, Solemnities and Holy Days of 
Obligation 

as shown in notices 



SS Peter & Paul, Kirton

SERVICE TIMES
 Sundays – Parish Mass, 11.15am
 Thursdays – Mass, 10am
 Fridays – Mass, 6.30pm
 4th Saturday of the Month –  Rosary, 9.30am: 
                                                          Mass, 10am
Social Media
 Website – www.kirtongroup.com/kirton
 Facebook – ‘Like’ us at St Peter & St Paul’s Church, Kirton
 Email – kirtonchurch@mail.com A Church Near You –
 www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14667

Priest in Charge – Fr Paul Norwood (01205) 635817

All Saints, Fosdyke

SERVICE TIMES
 Sundays – Parish Mass – 11.15am (2nd), 
                                                  9.15am (4th)
 Wednesdays (2nd & 4th) – Worship, 10am –
 Includes workshop on 2nd Wednesday
Social Media
 For general details please find us on:-
 www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14663 or
 www.facebook.com/AllSaintsFosdyke

Priest in Charge – Fr Paul Norwood (01205) 635817



THE PILGRIM GROUP
MONTHLY NEWS

Safe Families -
Meeting on Sunday 18
January at 3pm in Skirbeck
St Nicholas Community Hall.
We welcome Tina Obbard to
talk about the work they do
and how our parishes can
help. Tea, coffee and biscuits
provided.

th
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NEWS FROM SKIRBECK ST NICHOLAS 

CHURCH DONATIONS If you would like to support us, please visit our website and follow the link.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Website – www.skirbeckstnicholas.com
Email – skirbeckstnicholas@gmail.com
A Church Near You – www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14655/
Facebook – ‘Like’ us at St Nicholas Church Skirbeck
Please note – Twitter and Instagram are no longer in use.

CONTACT INFORMATION
BAPTISMS AND HOLY MATRIMONY– Please contact Fr Paul Norwood on (01205) 635817.
COMMUNITY HALL BOOKINGS– Please contact Mr & Mrs Reece on (01205) 365324.

If you are unable to get to church and wish to receive communion at home, please contact Fr Paul
Norwood on the above number. 

Wishing everyone a very Happy New Year! 

thMESSY CHURCH is on Saturday 10  January, 3pm to 5pm in St Nicholas Community Hall. An afternoon of crafts, 
celebration and a yummy tea. Children must be accompanied by an adult, all ages welcome. 

thListening Ear Café returns on 6   January and then every Tuesday, 9am to 11am in St Nicholas Community Hall. 
Why not pop in for a cuppa, cake and a chat, all welcome. New for 2026! Once per month we shall have a taster 
session of a different craft, look out for poster for full details. 

thST NICHOLAS DAY on Saturday 6   December was a wonderful occasion celebrated with Bishop Norman Banks. 
Around 40 of us celebrated Mass and a good number came to the Community Hall for a lunch of homemade soup 
and cakes. Great fellowship and reuniting with old friends! 

thAfter a break for the Christmas festivities, Pizza Praise and Prayer returns on Tuesday 27   January, 6pm to 8pm 
in the Community Hall. For 11 to 16 year olds, an evening of games, craft, bible study and, of course, pizza! Why 
not come along and see what we do? 

FUND-RAISING
 
WREATH MAKING on Sunday 7th December was a very enjoyable occasion which 14 of
us took part and a lovely profit of £270 was made for Church Funds. Many thanks to Carol
Norwood for her expertise and help. 
 
A full list of find-raising activities for 2026 will be available in our February
newsletter. 
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N o v e m b e r

O n  T h u r s d a y  6 t h  N o v e m b e r  a  n e w  g r o u p  o f  l a d i e s  t o o k  o v e r  d o i n g  t h e
f l o w e r s  f o r  t h i s  m o n t h -  T h e y  c r e a t e d  w o n d e r f u l  d i s p l a y s  f o r  R e m e m b r a n c e
S u n d a y .

T h e  w a l l  r e s t o r a t i o n  g r o u p  c a m e  a n d  d i d  t h e  l a s t  s e s s i o n  o n  t h e  w a l l  f o r
t h e  w i n t e r -  t h e  w e a t h e r  w i l l  b e  t o o  f r o s t y  t o  c o m p l e t e  a n y m o r e .

R e m e m b e r e d  s e r v i c e  w a s  h e l d  o n  t h e  9 t h  N o v  a t  t h e  w a r  m e m o r i a l  a n d  h a d
a  g r e a t  c r o w d  o f  l o c a l s  a t t e n d .  M o r e  t h a n  3 0 0  w e r e  p r e s e n t  i n  c h u r c h .  F r
P a u l  l e d  t h e  s e r v i c e  a n d  J o h n ,  E t h a n  a n d  R o b  s e r v e d .  T h i s  w a s  v e r y  s p e c i a l
b e c a u s e  R o b  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  F r  P a u l  h a d  m e n d e d  J o h n ' s  C r u c i f i x ,  w h i c h  h e
h a d  n o t  c a r r i e d  f o r  y e a r s .  J o h n  w a s  s o  p r o u d  t o  b e  c a r r y i n g  i t .

N E W S  F R O M
S T  P E T E R  &  

S T  P A U L
K I R T O N

P l e a s e  s e e  p o s t e r  f o r  o u r  W i n t e r
W a r m e r  J u m b l e  S a l e  a n d  w e  h a v e
a  R a c e  N i g h t  o n  3 1 s t  J a n u a r y  a t
7 p m  a t  K i r t o n  L e i s u r e  C e n t r e ,
t i c k e t s  f r o m  C a r o l  o n  0 7 8 2 8
8 1 4 2 9 9  o r  O f f i c e @ p i l g r i m g r o u p . u k

C h r i s t m a s  T r e e  F e s t i v a l  a n d  c r a f t  f a i r  w e e k e n d .
S t a r t e d  o n  t h e  F r i d a y  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n  f r o m  K i r t o n  P r i m a r y  v i s i t i n g
a n d  s e e i n g  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  C h r i s t m a s  t r e e s ,  t h e n  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  a f t e r
t h e  M a s s  -  w e  b l e s s e d  t h e  p a r i s h ,  s a n g  a  f e w  C h r i s t m a s  c a r o l s ,  l i t  u p
t h e  H o l l y  t r e e  w i t h  l i g h t s  a n d  a  s t a r .  W e  d r a n k  M u l l e d  w i n e  a n d  a t e
m i n c e  p i e s .  T h e r e  w a s  a  s m a l l  g a t h e r i n g  b u t  w e  m a d e  a  m i g h t y  n o i s e .
S a t u r d a y  t h e  w e a t h e r  w a s  f o u l ,  b u t  w e  s o l d e r e d  o n  a n d  o p e n e d  t h e
d o o r s  o n  t h e  F e s t i v a l  t o  v e r y  w e t  a n d  w i n d y  w e a t h e r .
I t  d i d  n o t  s t o p  p e o p l e  c o m i n g  o u t  a n d  a l t h o u g h  s l o w e r  t h a n  p r e v i o u s
y e a r s  w e  d i d  w e l l  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y .  S u n d a y  w a s  a  s m a l l  f a i r  w i t h  w r e a t h
m a k i n g  a s  w e l l ,  2 0  p e o p l e  c a m e  t o  m a k e  w r e a t h s .  T h e y  a l l  w e n t  h o m e
v e r y  h a p p y .


