[image: Advent Clip Art #2946484]Second Sunday in Advent 
[bookmark: _Hlk185453142]HYMN: God is working his purpose out (Tune Benson)
1. God is working his purpose out,
as year succeeds to year;
God is working his purpose out,
and the time is drawing near;
nearer and nearer draws the time,
the time that shall surely be:
when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God      as the waters cover the sea.

2.   From utmost east to utmost west,
      where human feet have trod,
      by the mouth of many messengers
      goes forth the voice of God:
      “Give ear to me, ye continents,
      ye isles, give ear to me,
      that the earth may be filled with the glory of  
      God      as the waters cover the sea.”
3.  Let us go forth in the strength of God,
      with the banner of Christ unfurled,
      that the light of the glorious gospel of truth
      may shine throughout the world.
      Let us all fight with sorrow and sin
      to set the captives free,
      that the earth may be filled with the glory of  
      God      as the waters cover the sea.
4.   All we can do is nothing worth
      unless God blesses the deed.
      Vainly we hope for the harvest-tide
      till God gives life to the seed.
      Yet nearer and nearer draws the time,
      the time that shall surely be,
      when the earth shall be filled with the glory  
      of God       as the waters cover the sea.
Introduction, Welcome, and light the 2nd Advent candle
Readings from the Old and New Testament
[bookmark: _Hlk185453422][image: A black and white drawing of an open book

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]OT Reading : Isaiah 11:1-10 – Jesse’s branch
Psalmody : Psalm 72:1-7 & 18-19 Prayer for Guidance and Support 
1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king’s son. May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice.
May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness.
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor. May he live while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all generations.
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the earth. In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the moon is no more.
Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
Blessed be his glorious name for ever; may his glory fill the whole earth. Amen and Amen.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit Amen
NT Reading : Romans 15:4-13 The Gospel is for everyone
HYMN : On Jordon’s Bank (Tune Winchester 8888)
1. On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry
announces that the Lord is nigh.
Awake and harken, for he brings
glad tidings of the King of kings!
2. Then cleansed be every life from sin:
make straight the way for God within,
and let us all our hearts prepare
for Christ to come and enter there.
3. 	We hail you as our Saviour, Lord,
our refuge and our great reward.
Without your grace we waste away
like flowers that wither and decay.
4.  To heal the sick stretch out Your hand,
And bid the fallen sinner stand;
Shine forth, and let Your light restore
Earth's own true loveliness once more.
5.   Stretch forth your hand, our health restore,   
      and make us rise to fall no more.
      O let your face upon us shine
      and fill the world with love divine.
6.  All praise to you, eternal Son,
     whose advent has our freedom won,
     whom with the Father we adore,
     and Holy Spirit, evermore.
Gospel Reading : MATTHEW (3:1-12)
The Proclamation of John the Baptist

[bookmark: _Hlk185453574]HYMN: Hail to the Lord’s anointed (Tune British Grenadiers 7676D)
1. Hail to the Lord’s anointed!
Great David’s greater Son;
Hail in the time appointed,
His reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression,
To set the captive free;
To take away transgression,
And rule in equity.
2. He comes, with succour speedy
To those who suffer wrong;
To help the poor and needy,
And bid the weak be strong;
To give them songs for sighing,
Their darkness turn to light,
Whose souls, condemned and dying,
Were precious in His sight.
3. By such shall He be feared
While sun and moon endure;
Beloved, obeyed, revered;
For He shall judge the poor,
Through changing generations,
With justice, mercy, truth;
While stars maintain their stations,
Or moons renew their youth.
4. Kings shall fall down before Him,
And gold and incense bring;
All nations shall adore Him,
His praise all people sing;
For He shall have dominion
O’er river, sea and shore,
Far as the eagle’s pinion
Or dove’s light wing can soar.
5. O’er every foe victorious,
He on His throne shall rest;
From age to age more glorious,
All blessing and all blest.
The tide of time shall never
His covenant remove;
His name shall stand forever,
His name to us is Love.

[bookmark: _Hlk185454101][bookmark: _Hlk185454080]HYMN: Joyful, Joyful, (Tune: Hymn to Joy 8787D)
1.  Joyful, joyful, we adore You,
     God of glory, Lord of love;
     Hearts unfold like flow'rs before You,
     Op'ning to the sun above.
     Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
     Drive the dark of doubt away;
     Giver of immortal gladness,
     Fill us with the light of day!
2.  All Your works with joy surround You,
     Earth and heav'n reflect Your rays,
     Stars and angels sing around You,
     Center of unbroken praise;
     Field and forest, vale and mountain,
     Flow'ry meadow, flashing sea,
     Chanting bird and flowing fountain
     Praising You eternally!
3.  Always giving and forgiving,
     Ever blessing, ever blest,
     Well-spring of the joy of living,
     Ocean-depth of happy rest!
     Loving Father, Christ our Brother,
     Let Your light upon us shine;
     Teach us how to love each other,
     Lift us to the joy divine.
4.  Mortals, join the mighty chorus,
     Which the morning stars began;
     God's own love is reigning o’er us,
     Joining people hand in hand.
     Ever singing, march we onward,
     Victors in the midst of strife;
     Joyful music leads us sunward
     In the triumph song of life.
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