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Greenway Benefice - Badgeworth, Shurdington and 
Witcombe with Bentham.

"Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all 
creation" Mark 16:15

2025 Benefice Worship Pattern 
1st Sunday of the month 

8am St Paul’s BCP* Holy Communion
9:30 St Paul’s Worship
11am Holy Trinity Worship
11am St Mary’s Worship 

2nd Sunday of the month 
8am St Mary’s BCP* Holy Communion 
9:30 St Paul's Worship 
11am Holy Trinity Holy Communion 
11am St Mary's All-age Worship 

3rd Sunday of the month 
9:30 St Paul’s Holy Communion 
11am Holy Trinity BCP* Morning Worship
11am St Mary’s Holy Communion

*These are services using the Book of Common Prayer
4th Sunday 10.30am Benefice Holy Communion 
January, April, July, October at Holy Trinity Badgeworth 
February, May, August, November at St Mary’s Great 
Witcombe
March, June, September, December at St Paul’s Shurdington 
5th Sunday Benefice Service at 10am “Let’s Worship”
usually in Shurdington Church of England Primary School

DON’T FORGET TO LOOK AT OUR NOTICEBOARDS AND 
ONLINE FOR SEASONAL SERVICES SUCH AS CHRISTMAS, 
EASTER, HARVEST ETC.
Find us on social media on Facebook: 
@GreenwayChurches 



SHURDINGTON CHURCH HALL
School Lane, Shurdington

Lettings for groups and private functions.
Rates £25 large room, £20 small room per session 

Further details from the church administrator by 
emailing greenway.bswb.office@gmail.com

WITCOMBE & BENTHAM VILLAGE HALL
Enquiries should be made to the Custodian

07518 137635
witcombevillagehall@gmail.com
www.witcombevillagehall.co.uk

BADGEWORTH VILLAGE HALL
Our lovely old school hall is an excellent venue for 
meetings, rehearsals, receptions and small parties, 

seating a maximum of 50 people.
Reception hall, main hall, fully fitted kitchen with 

crockery and cutlery for 50.
Car park oposite the hall for hall users.

Hire charge £25 per session 
(8am-1pm, 1-6pm, 6-11pm).

For enquiries and bookings, please email 
badgeworthvillagehall@gmail.com 

or call 07895 764947. 
Badgeworth Village Hall Management Committee

SHURDINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
The Community Centre consists of two spacious halls, 
a room which links both, and a grassed open space.

Events may be booked by following the ‘Bookings’ link 
on our website : shurdingtoncomcentre.net

Email: bookings@shurdingtoncomcentre.net
Tel: 07483 303190

http://www.witcombevillagehall.co.uk/
mailto:bookings@shurdingtoncomcentre.net
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Pastoral
Letter

Susan writes December
2025

Pastoral

Dear friends,
It seems like a long time since I wrote the letter for the
magazine… we like to share it out across the team. As you read
this, we are in December or January. The festive season comes
and goes in these two months. It’s packed tight with events,
carols, parties, children’s nativities, family get togethers. We
celebrate the birth of Jesus, our Saviour, then we ring out the old
year, or bring in the new, depending on your perspective! My
grandmother always thought of it as Old Year’s Night, not New
Year’s Eve.
I like the idea of Old Year’s Night. A time to reflect on the year
that is coming to an end. To remember the good and the bad
times alike. It is a healthy thing to spend a little time calling to
mind the events and people that have had an impact on us. It is
particularly hard when we have lost loved ones. Saying goodbye
well is an important part of the grieving process. We might grieve
other changes in our lives, like separation, divorce, illness, job
loss. We also need to acknowledge and celebrate the good –
new babies, jobs, house moves, weddings… and so on.
Sometimes, we get carried away with moving into the New Year,
or indeed anything “new”, without just pausing, taking a breath,
seeing what we have learned, and saying a prayer if that’s your
thing.
There is a helpful spiritual practice called Examen. It is typically
done at the end of the day.
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How to Pray the Examen
1. Place yourself in God’s presence. Give thanks for God’s great
love for you.
2. Pray for the grace to understand how God is acting in your
life.
3. Review your day — recall specific moments and your feelings
at the time.
4. Reflect on what you did, said, or thought in those instances.
Were you drawing closer to God, or further away?
5. Look toward tomorrow — think of how you might collaborate
more effectively with God’s plan. Be specific, then conclude with
the Lord’s Prayer.
I think this would work well on Old Year’s Night as well. Review
your year. Recall those moments and those feelings. Give
yourself time to reflect, in this busy season.
My prayer is that you will enjoy your celebrations and take time to
get ready for whatever comes next. I will try to do the same and I
hope to see you singing carols somewhere!
Love with Christmas and New Year Blessings, Susan.

By Jocelyn Newman (aged 9) runner up

By Amber-Leigh Powis aged 7



4

Benefice Diary
Saturday 6 Coffee and Chat   28
   Coffee and Crafts   30
Monday 8 Open Monday   13
Tuesday 9 MU     24
Sunday 14 Christmas Bazaar              31
Monday 16 Community Carols
Wednesday 17   Julian Group    10
Friday  12 Book Club      4
Monday 22 “Blue” Christmas service  20
Monday 29 Open Monday   13

Friday  9 Book Club      4
Monday 12 Open Monday   13
Tuesday 13 MU Communion   24
Thursday 15 Gardening Society   22
Saturday 24 Coffee morning   25
Monday 26 Open Monday   13
Tuesday  27 Alan Pilbeam talk     8
Wednesday  28 Julian group    10

Monday 9 Open Monday   13
Tuesday 10 MU AGM    24
Friday  13 Book Club      4

Every Monday (except Bank Holidays) Greenway Gifts
Every Thursday in term-time Community Choir
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Special Church Services December,
January and February.
Our usual pattern of services is on the inside back cover of this
magazine. Here are the additional services for January and
February.
There is a separate list for December – please check it as
there is something for everyone, from schools, to care homes,
to pubs, outdoors, indoors, candlelit...

Care Home Worship
Please contact us to confirm, but usually, Badgeworth Praise is
held on the first & third Wednesdays of each month, at
11:30am in Badgeworth Court – contact Rachel Cottell. On the
third Wednesdays, we usually offer Holy Communion. For
Chargrove Praise at Chargrove Lawn please contact Sue
Padfield. Holy Communion is offered at Atherton House in the
lounge, usually on the first Wednesdays of the month at 11am
– contact Reverend Daniel.

Thursday prayers:
On 4th December, 8th January* and 5th February prayers will be
in school at 8:30am. On the same days, we will also hold
morning prayer in St Paul’s church at 9am.
*8th Jan is the 2nd Thursday, but we have moved it from 1st January
as school isn’t open then.

Usually, on other Thursdays in the month (2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th),
morning prayer is online at 9am on zoom. Please email
revsusancooke@gmail.com for the link to the prayer meetings.
As a result of changing from 1st to 8th January for in person
prayers, we will meet online on January 1st 2026.
4th January 2026 – Epiphany celebrated in all three churches.
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES & EVENTS 2025

These December events are open to all and are in addition to
our usual Sunday morning services.

Friday 5th - 9pm Night Prayer (Compline) at St Mary’s

Saturday 6th - 10am Christmas Coffee & Crafts Witcombe
Village Hall
Saturday 6th - 6pm St Mary’s Crib Lights Switch On
Saturday 6th - 7pm Badgeworth Village Hall Christmas
Lights Switch On & Raffle

Tuesday 9th – 2.30pm MU Christmas in St Paul’s Church
Hall (all welcome but please let Rev Susan know if you plan

Church services

1st February – Candlemas celebrated in all three churches.

*************
ASH WEDNESDAY 18th February

We observe the beginning of Lent, with a solemn service,
including optional imposition of ashes.

6pm at Holy Trinity Church, Badgeworth.

**************
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to attend, for catering purposes)

Wednesday 10th - 7pm to 8pm Carol singing in The Cheese
Rollers

Friday 12th - 9pm Night Prayer (Compline) online (email
revsusancooke@gmail.com for the link)

Sunday 14th - 2pm to 4pm Christmas Bazaar & Raffle at St
Paul’s Church Hall
Sunday 14th - 6pm Carols by Candlelight at Holy Trinity

Monday 15th - 6pm Community Carols at Shurdington
School (including children playing Ukuleles and Greenway
Community Choir singing) Come along to sing our
favourites!

Wednesday 17th - 6pm Carols @ Witcombe Village
Green, 6.30pm Bentham Green & 7.30pm Hopes' barn
Thursday 18th - 7:30pm Carols with Greenway Community
Choir at Shurdington Church Hall, informal, with seasonal
snacks!

Friday 19th - 7pm to 8pm Carol singing at The Bell
Friday 19th - 9pm Night Prayer (Compline) at St Mary’s

Sunday 21st - 4pm Carols by Candlelight at St Paul’s
Sunday 21st - 6pm Carols by Candlelight at St Mary’s
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Monday 22nd - 6pm Blue Christmas at Holy Trinity. A quiet
Christmas service for those who find celebrating difficult,
perhaps due to bereavement or current painful
circumstances.

Christmas Eve:
4pm Crib Service at St Paul’s, followed by hot chocolate
in Beauty and the Tea Cup
4pm Crib Service at St Mary’s
Please come dressed as a nativity character to either of the
Crib services! Not compulsory, but all ages welcome to
dress up.

11:30pm Midnight Mass at St Paul’s

Christmas Day Communions:
9:30am St Mary’s
9:30am St Paul’s
11am Holy Trinity

Sunday 28th - 10:30 Benefice Christmas Communion at St Paul’s

YOU ARE SO WELCOME TO CELEBRATE AND
SING CAROLS TOGETHER!

Alan Pilbeam Talks
Tuesday January 27th

Tuesday February 24th

These talks start at 7pm each night at Shurdington Chapel
Paddy Brownrigg
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Greenway Benefice
Churches

How to find us:
Holy Trinity Badgeworth

Church Lane
Badgeworth
Gloucester
GL51 4UL

(Registered Charity number 1209315)

St Paul’s Shurdington
School Lane
Shurdington
Cheltenham
GL51 4TF

St Mary* the Virgin Witcombe with Bentham
Great Witcombe

Gloucester
GL3 4TS*

*turnings off Ermin Way or Birdlip Hill

You can also see more information on A Church Near
You.
Simply type “A Church Near You Badgeworth” or “A
Church Near You Shurdington” or “A Church Near You
Witcombe” into your search engine.
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Useful Phone

*at Chequers Road, Gloucester:
Collections and Sale of furniture, electrical goods etc.

Useful Phone Numbers:
Furniture Recycling Warehouse 01 452 331 333
Removal of Bulky Waste 01 684 29501 0
Glos Highways 0800 0 51 4 51 4
Faulty Streetlights 0800 0 51 4 51 4
Police (non-emergency) 1 01
1 01 is 1 5p, the local call number is 01 452 726920
Fire/Police/Ambulance 999
(emergency only)
NHS ‘Out of Hours’ 08454 220220
NHS Help line 111
Adult social services and
District nurses 01 452 328224
Samaritans 11 61 23
Citizens Advice 01 452 527202
Children’s social services 01 452 32821 3
CARE direct 0800 444000
Electricity Power Loss 0800 328 1111
Water Services & 0800 783 4444
Emergencies
Gas Emergency 0800 111 999
Emmaus* 01 452 41 3095
*at Chequers Road, Gloucester:
Collections and Sale of furniture, electrical goods etc.

Julian Meeting
Meeting in silence with God

Please do join us for 30 minutes of silent prayer followed
by a cup of tea together.

Time: 2:30pm Wednesday December 17th 2025
Place: 52 Lambert Avenue, Shurdington. GL51 4ST

Ian & Wendy Davies (01242 861293)
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Shurdington

Churchwarden Mr Andrew Spence (01 242) 8621 01
PCC Secretary Mrs Lisa Pearson (01 242) 862538
PCC Treasurer Mrs Christine Langham     (01242) 861218
Gift Aid Officer
Sacristan Mr Andrew Spence (01 242) 8621 01
Church Flowers Mrs Helen King (01 242) 862505
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Lisa Pearson (01 242) 862538
Mothers’ Union Mrs Janet Holmes      (01242) 862989
Church Hall Lettings
Verger
Parish Council Clerk John Kay               07841204404
Shurdington Pre School Kelly Clifford 0786781 3627
Gardening Society Mr. G. Woodruffe 07792269353
Scout Group  Mrs Louise Slee

15thcheltenhamscoutgroup@gmail.com
Shurdington Sports Club Mr J Barnfield (01 242) 862826
Friendship Club Mrs Maureen West (01 242) 863991
Children’s Society Mrs Helen King (01 242) 862505

In time of illness if you would like a visit and / or to be
remembered in prayer please contact Clare Stewart (01 242)
862598, Sue Padfield (01 452) 862509.

Three in One Magazine
Editor John Cummins

07795849688
e-mail address: editor3in1 @gmail.com

Business Manager Ian Davies tel (01 242) 861 293
email: iandavies@pobox.com

Shurdington church and
village organisations
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Churchwardens Mrs Sue Padfield (01 452) 862509
Mrs Lynne Cooper (01 452) 864523

PCC Secretary Mrs Sue Padfield (01 452) 862509
PCC Treasurer/Gift Aid Officer Mr Jon Frewin     07808912217
Verger Mrs Jane Bell (01 452) 862558
Captain of Bells
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Lynne Cooper            07582036001
Magazine Coordinator Mrs Sue Padfield (01 452) 862509
Village Hall Enquiries Custodian                                       0751 81 37635
Witcombe Social Fundraisers Mrs Christine Dyer (01 452) 862399
Witcombe Under 5s Kyla Hill thevictoria@btinternet.com

Churchwardens        Mr Roger Brown              (01242) 239179
   Mr Paul Stanfield         (01242) 463626
PCC Secretary Mrs Antoinette Wilson   (01452) 856907
PCC Treasurer Mrs Hazel Cotton              (01452) 857180
Gift Aid Officer Mr Roger Brown (01 242) 2391 79
Sacristan Mrs Sue Avery (01 242) 520388
Verger Mrs Rachel Cottell (01 452) 71 5034
Captain of Bells Mr David Turner (01 452) 71 2302
Electoral Roll Officer Mr Roger Brown (01 242) 2391 79
Parish Council Clerk Mrs H.L. Jones 078400731 43
Village Hall Mrs Rachel Cottell (01 452) 71 5034
Friends of Church Mrs Beverly Pickering (01 452) 71 2907

BadgeworthWitcombe & Bentham

Witcombe & Bentham
church and village

organisations

Badgeworth church and
Village organisations
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Open Mondays at
Shurdington Community Centre

Century Hall from 11am – 4pm
Second and last Monday of the month.

Refreshments
No charge and all are welcome.

Newspapers, jigsaws, table tennis, charge your phone or
just have a chat.
Between 2pm and 4pm, there will be a family film show-
ing on our cinema system.
Play facilities for children and on the last Monday of the
month, an NHS run Baby Hub.

Supported by: Shurdington Parish Council, Tewkesbury
Warm Spaces

Community Fund, Gloucester Thriving Communities,
National Grid Community Matters

Gloucestershire Community Foundation

All welcome
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BOOKS & BANTER
Shurdington book club

Where: in Beauty and the Teacup    When:
6pm

Friday 12th December 2025

2026 – 2nd Fridays of the month
9th January 13th February
13th March
NO MEETING IN APRIL
8th May 12th June
10th July
NO MEETING IN AUGUST
11th September 9th October
13th November 11th December
New members are always welcome.
If you’d like to join, please email
revsusancooke@gmail.com
or ask Wendy Lovett in Beauty and the Teacup
or just come along!

Books and Banter
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The Messenger

The Messenger                                                December

Clips, cribs, and community:
Advent at Sodbury Vale

This year, Sodbury Vale Benefice is spreading seasonal
cheer online with their digital Advent calendar – inviting
everyone to share in the hopes, memories, and joy of
Christmas as seen through the eyes of their community.
Running from 1 to 26 December, the calendar features 26 virtual
‘doors’, each one revealing a 45-second to one-minute short
video clip of a different person or group from the benefice’s four
churches.
Every clip gives a glimpse into how people in Sodbury Vale
celebrate Christmas, from favourite memories to reflections on
what the season means to them.
“We’ve made a joyful digital countdown to Christmas for all to
enjoy,” said the Revd Christine Butler, Rector of Sodbury Vale
Benefice. “We wanted to make more of Advent in the lead up to
Christmas, and to make something that’s a bit of fun too. It’s a
daily moment of festive cheer and connection; a space to reflect
on the wonder of Christmas and the hope Advent brings. We
thought it would be sad to stop on Christmas Day, so we added
Boxing Day as well. People will have to wait for the exact date
each day to watch the video clips.”
Each calendar door is also illustrated with images from CribFest
2024, the benefice’s much-loved annual nativity display that
showcases nativity cribs from around the world – from simple
handmade cribs to stunning semi-precious displays.
“A lot of people tell us that CribFest starts off their Christmas, and
that in the years we didn’t have it, they felt bereft. People come
from quite a long way to attend, because some of the cribs are
just amazing and from all over the world,” Christine said.
Excitement is already building for CribFest 2025, running from 3
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to 7 December at St John’s Church, Chipping Sodbury. This
year’s theme, ‘Good News’, aims to point visitors towards the
story of Jesus. On the final day, the town is hosting its annual
‘Chipping Sodbury Christmas Sunday’, complete with two
donkeys in the lay-by next to the church.
“We invite everyone to experience the joy of Advent – through
our online calendar, at CribFest, or both,” said Christine.
To access the calendar, and for more information about CribFest
2025 and Sodbury Vale Benefice’s Christmas services, visit
https://svbcofe.org.uk/cribfest-2025/.

Grace Network launches ethical
Christmas hamper

The Grace Network, based in The Old Department Store in
Cirencester, is offering a thoughtful way to give back this
Christmas with a hamper that supports communities both
locally and internationally.
Created in collaboration with Different Kind, also based in The
Old Department Store, each hamper purchase helps fund social
enterprises, fair trade producers, and community initiatives – from
pay-it-forward meals at The Long Table, to fair-wage work for
women in Bangladesh. All proceeds go to Different Kind, which
supports the makers behind each product.
The hamper includes products like Dalit candles, handmade by
the Dalit people of India which helps fund education for children
in underrepresented communities, and Wiggly Kitchen’s Social
Sauce, made with mulberries picked from Bishop Rachel’s
garden, which helps marginalised groups learn to cook, garden
and connect.
Annie Campbell, Communications and Community Lead for The
Grace Network, said: "Each item in the hamper has its own story.
Everything has been thoughtfully chosen because it gives back in
some way, celebrating community, generosity, faith, and the joy
of Christmas."
There are two options available, one priced at £75 and another at
£115.
To view the full list of hamper products and costs, visit
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https://gloucester.anglican.org/2025/grace-network-launches-
ethical-christmas-hamper/
Orders can be placed by emailing melissa@thedifferentkind.com.

Events and training
More details for all these events at gloucester.anglican.org/events
Advent course: scripture and art, Chapter House, 12 College
Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LX, 7 and 14 December
Explore the Nativity story onsite through scripture, art, prayer,
and reflection, guided step by step in community over hot drinks
and cake. Online courses on 2, 9 and 16 December are also
available. https://gloucestercathedral.org.uk/whats-
on/advent-course-scripture-and-art-2
Christmas – the candlelight concert, Tewkesbury Abbey,
Church Street, Tewkesbury, GL20 5RZ, 8 December
A festive musical event featuring live performances of classic
Christmas songs by singers and a band, performed in a candlelit
setting. https://www.skiddle.com/whats-
on/Gloucester/Tewkesbury-Abbey/Christmas---The-
Candlelight-Concert/41054554/#tickets%20
Beer and carols, St Philip and St James Leckhampton, 60
Grafton Rd, Cheltenham GL50 2DD, 20 December
A selection of beer and carols and a singalong of the best
carols and Christmas tunes.
https://pipandjims.org.uk/christmas
Gloucester Morris Men and Mummers dance, Gloucester
Cathedral Green, 12 College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LX, 26
December
The Gloucester Mummers Play, a traditional and entertaining
Boxing Day performance revived in 1969 by local folklore
enthusiasts is a free, family-friendly event on Cathedral
Green featuring dance, music, and festive fun.
https://gloucestercathedral.org.uk/whats-on/gloucester-
mummers-dance-at-upper-green-25
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ADVENT REFLECTIONS
These daily reflection questions build on the themes of the

candles in the Advent wreath.
Advent 1: Hope...
Sun  is courageous. How will hope empower you to

be bold today?
Mon  is rooted in the soul, not the head. How will you

tune into your heart today?
Tues  makes us ready. How will hope prepare you to

take on a challenge today?
Wed  is sustained by glimmers of God at work. Where

will you seek out God today?
Thurs  is practical. What will hope allow you to accom-

plish today that hopelessness wouldn't?
Fri   brings light into a broken world. Where will

you look for hope among despair today?
Sat  is stoked by prayer. What spiritual discipline will

you take on today to grow in hope?
Advent 2: Peace...
Sun  is an inner reality as well as an outer one. How

will you settle your spirit today?
Mon  depends on repentance. What change toward

someone else will you make today?
Tues  is for everyone, or for no one. How will you advo-

cate for peace for someone else today?
Wed  is prophetic. How will you take a risk today?
Thurs  is constructive. What will you create today that

will contribute to peace?
Fri   is sown and reaped communally. With

whom will you partner to bring peace today?
Sat  must be waged. What instrument of peace will

you take up today?
Advent 3: Joy...
Sun  is persistent. How will you experience joy as a

result of not giving up today?
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Mon  is contagious. How will you share joy with some-
one else today?

Tues  defies evil How will you overcome malice by lay-
ing claim to joy today?

Wed  requires openness. What new person or experi-
ence will you seek out today?

Thurs is sometimes quiet, sometimes not. What will
you revel in today?

Fri   can sneak up on us. How will you open
yourself to be surprised by joy today?

Sat  takes nothing for granted. What small grace are
you grateful for today?

Advent 4: Love...
Sun  sees and values people as they are. Whom will

you see and appreciate today?
Mon  is creative. In what innovative way will you show

love today?
Tues  forgives. What old hurt will you let go of today?
Wed  moves us closer to God. How will you thank God

for the love in your life today?
Laura Stephens-Reed
Clergy & Congregational Coach

MACMILLAN COFFEE
MORNING

The Coffee morning held at Witcombe Cricket Club on Friday, 7th

November, raised £166 for Macmillan Cancer Support.
Many thanks to the hosts, organisers, cake bakers, raffle prize-
givers and all those who supported this.
      Andrew Martin
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Blue Christmas

Monday 22nd December 2025
Beginning at 6:00 pm in
Holy Trinity Church,

Badgeworth

Maybe times are, or have been, hard for you – for
whatever reason (bereavement, illness, estrangement,
worry) – and Christmas seems to accentuate, rather

than ease, the difficulties. Or maybe in an overly busy
life, you just want a little space to reflect, recall,

regroup.
Whatever the reason, whatever the need, you will be

welcome at this service.
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Wide valley Calendars

Wide Valley Calendars 2025

A number of Wide Valley calendars are available (over and
above those for which orders have already been placed), with
profits going to St Mary’s.  Like almost everything else, the cost
of production has again increased, but I have managed to keep the
sale price per calendar to £15 (plus p&p, where applicable);  if,
however, you are prepared voluntarily to pay a little more for the
sake of the hard-pressed coffers of St Mary’s, it will be very
gratefully received. 

As usual, all the photographs
were taken in the “Wide Valley”
- the whole sweep
encompassed by the Cotswold
escarpment, from Cooper’s Hill
in the south to Shurdington Hill
in the north - each one in the
month which it illustrates,

though in a range of different years.
Orders to me, please, by e-mail (preferred) or ‘phone
(robintaylorgilbert@btinternet.com;  01242.862284).

Robin Gilbert
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Gardening Society

SHURDINGTON
&

BADGEWORTH
GARDENING

SOCIETY
Our meetings are on the third Thursday of the month, starting at
7.30 in the Millennium Hall.   Our first meeting for 2026 will be on
15th January and is a talk by Marion Stainton on Growing
Vegetables.
We have 3 shows a year, March, June and August held on the
third Saturday of the month.   It is not compulsory to show but it is
a lot of fun.  The other months we have a speaker giving a talk on
a specific subject.  Membership is only £10 per year.
As I am aware that there is not a 3:1 magazine in January, please
note our February meeting is on 19th.  This will be a talk on Pruning
and new plant introductions by Ian Sadler.
On behalf of the Gardening Society, may I wish you all a Happy
Christmas and best wishes for the New Year.
 Stay safe keep gardening       Janette Willis (Secretary)

By Amarah Hillier aged 4 By Wilf Lucas aged 6
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Mothers’ Union

Mothers’ Union Branch Meeting 11th November,2025 St Paul’s
Church Hall.

We arrived for our Branch Meeting on a very dark wet day but we
were all delighted to be together again.
We started our busy afternoon by welcoming everyone but
especially Jane as a guest and Revd. Daniel Newman as
speaker.
Our Prayers had been prepared by Sue Woods and Lisa read
them beautifully.  They included a MU Prayer for Remembrance
Day and Chris read the Wave of Prayer concluding with the MU
Prayer.
The minutes of the October meeting were then read, agreed and
signed by Janet.
Janet then reminded us that she was collecting our subs for the
year which are now £38 and she then gave us a detailed report
on the Council Meeting at Hucclecote on 22nd, October,2025.
Revd. Daniel was then introduced and he inspired us all with his
very honest and open ‘Journey to Ordination’.  He told us he was
brought up in Longlevens in a family with ‘Christian Values’
without going to Church.  But he was always curious.
He worked in retail starting at Primark as a Saturday boy and
ending up Manager.  There he met his Tammy ‘the love of his
life’!
Life continued and while on holiday on the Isle of Islay he had a
moment of revelation sitting on the altar stone of a Chapel
looking out to sea on a very black, rainy day when the clouds
suddenly parted and the rays of the sun reached across the
water to him.  God works in mysterious ways Daniel!
He continued going to meetings with other Christians and asking
questions.  After a difficult time and with the added pressure of
lockdown through Covid and many hours of on line meetings and
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interviews on FaceTime he was finally accepted for ordination.
Thank you Daniel for an inspiring afternoon.
Tea was then served, raffle drawn and meeting closed at 4.10
pm.

Next Meeting   -   December 9th.  -   Preparation for Christmas

                                January 13th    -    Corporate Communion

                                February 10th.  -   AGM

All Members wish you a very Peaceful and Happy Christmas and
New Year.

Christmas Colouring competition 2025
First Place Lottie Court (Y5) aged 9. This is on the cover of this
magazine.
Second place Toby Williams aged 6. This is on the church Christ-
mas card.
Joint third:
Winnie Lee Aged 5 and
Rose Cleckner aged 11 (see
Page 1)
Runners up
Ted Dyer  (Y2) aged 6 (see
Page 1 Right hand)
Theo Oliver aged 5 (this
page)
Jocelyn Newman aged 9
Amber-Leigh Powis aged 7

Commended
Wilf Lucas aged 6
Amarah Hillier aged 4
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Coffee Morning

4th SATURDAY
COFFEE MORNINGS

SHURDINGTON CHURCH HALL
10am to Noon

24th JANUARY, 28th FEBRUARY,
28th MARCH,              25th APRIL
23rd MAY, 27th JUNE, 25th JULY

22nd AUGUST, 26th SEPTEMBER
24th OCTOBER, 21st NOVEMBER

RAFFLE, BOOKS, PLANTS, COF-
FEE, CAKE, BRIC-A-BRAC

IN AID OF THE REFURBISHMENT OF
THE CHURCH  HALL
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Winter Market Fest
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COFFEE

AND

CHAT
On the following Saturdays

6th Dec.
10am-12noon

Badgeworth Village Hall

Coffee and home-made cakes, good company, a
raffle & the morning papers.

Please bring items for the Foodbank box.

A community event organized by Holy Trinity
Church and sponsored by Badgeworth Village Hall

Coffee and chat
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Christmas Bazaar
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CHRISTMAS COFFEE
& CRAFTS

Saturday, 6th December
10.30am – 12.30pm

WITCOMBE VILLAGE HALL GL34TB

¬Christmas Wreath-making¬
 ¬Table decorations¬ etc.

Coffee, Tea, Cakes, Mince pies, Mulled wine
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PICNIC IN THE PARK .
Witcombe Social Fundraisers (WSF) held the annual Picnic in the
Park on the  6th September at Witcombe Court at the kind
invitation of Fred Hicks-Beach.
Our thanks to Fred for generously allowing use of his picturesque
grounds -a fine setting for listening to music, sipping wine and
chatting to friends.
This year the birds tweeted, the sun shone and the cows
sauntered by on the surrounding fields, all a nice backdrop to a
pleasant picnic with good music by ‘Cygnet’ who entertained us
playing tenor and baritone saxophones, piano, flute and vocals
and followed by singer Max Stockin.
Teas and cakes were sold and a raffle held, all to raise funds for
church and community, Fred also provided a Bar with proceeds
going to Great Western Air Ambulance charity.
A very enjoyable occasion - we look forward to seeing everyone at
next year’s   “Picnic in the Park”

WITCOMBE QUIZ.
The Annual Witcombe Quiz, compered (and written) by David
Cooper, Chairman of Witcombe Social Fundraisers (WSF), was
held on 17th October with some 80+ eager participants!
 The questions must have been easier this year as I actually
managed to answer a number of them ........... Perhaps, fewer
sporting and Pop songs questions also helped!
If you know the answer to questions such as: “What did God create
on the Second Day?”, “the name of a baby hare” or “which firm
manufactures the Mokka vehicle?” then make sure you come
along next year and try your luck!
WSF raises funds for both St Mary's Church, Witcombe, and
Witcombe & Bentham village, so if you know of any good cause
needing support let WSF know and we'll do our best to help.
Geoff Pilgrim-Morris
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Quiz Night
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CHRISTMAS WREATHS

ST PAUL’S FLOWER GUILD

£9 EACH

PLEASE ORDER FROM HELEN KING

01242 862505
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DEDICATION CANDLES
at St MARY'S

If you would like to dedicate a candle this Christmas to a
loved one who has died, as is customary at St Mary's,
please let me have the name(s), clearly printed, and £1
per candle.

Candles will be lit at Carols by Candlelight at 6pm on
Sunday, 21st December, and at 9.30am on Christmas
Day

Sue Padfield
suepadfield@btinternet.com   01452 862509,

Woodview Cottage, Birdlip Hill, Witcombe, GL34SN



Michael Hannis
Tree work
Firewood

Stump grinding
Forestry

Tel: 07555 373817

Mail: michaelhannis@hotmail.com

BEDDING PLANTS POT PLANT
ALL AVAILABLE IN SEASON

HANGING BASKETS SHRUBS PERENNIALS

Greenway Nurseries
LANDSCAPING ORNAMENTS

BAGS OF POTTING COMPOST, COAL AND FIREWOOD
(Open 7 days a week)

Opposite Badgeworth Lane 01242 862248

Your local Funeral
Celebrant in your
hour of need, please
call to arrange a home
visit 07368 289500



George Yearp
Ground and Gardening
Services 07908 131194

Lawns Hedges
Garden Maintenance

Tree Pruning Landscaping &
Groundwork

JOYCE BROOKS LINGERIE
01242 524706 (leave a message)Telephone and

Postal Service for Pyrenean Wool Dressing Gowns
info@joycebrookslingerie.com

Visit us: Unit 14 Cavendish House, Cheltenham
www.joycebrookslingerie.com



J.P. Townsend Son
Est.1 963

We purchase Furniture, Books, Bric-a-Brac

Tools, Gardenalia, Old Motorbikes, Mopeds Bicycles
A complete bereavement house clearance service

Ullenwood Park Farm, Ullenwood
01242 870169/870223 – 07768 086844

N.T. Boothroyd
Plumbing and Heating Engineer

All Plumbing & Heating Work Undertaken
Gas Safe Registered &Over 25 Years of Experience

√ Boiler & Fire Servicing
√ Landlord Certificates & Safety Checks
√ System Cleaning By Power Flushing
√ Complete Central Heating Systems
√ Radiators & Thermostatic Valves
√ Tap Washers & Ball Valves
√ Taps, Toilets, Baths, Basins & Sinks
√ Shower Installations
√ Leaks, Burst Pipes & Pipe Lagging

No Job too small please give me a call!
Tel: 01242 323025 Tel: 01452 552192 Mobile: 07816 103709

MOBILE HAIR STYLIST

Julie Parker

Telephone: 07725556782

Email: parkerjulie2@yahoo.co.uk



Computer Playing up?
•Virus, Spyware, Malware removal
•Slow Computer
•Printer setup or fault
•Internet or wi-fi problem
•Secure Computer Disposal, Hard Disks

erased
•Software fault diagnosis
•Computer Tuition
•Computer Health Check
•Half day rates available

Call Churchdown
Computers

Telephone: Mark on 01452 534668
email: mark@churchdowncomputers.co.uk

mobile: Mark on 07557 483438
web: www.churchdowncomputers.co.uk



Shurdington Road
Shurdington

GL51 4XJ
(behind the green fence)

Cars, Vans and Motorhomes Serviced
Free local collection and delivery.
Courtesy car or van available
MOTs, exhausts, tyres and batteries.
Van and car sales.

01242 862860
www.coswold-vancentre



APP
General Building Solutions

Witcombe Mobile : 07762007815
Tel: 01452 552144

Discount for O.A.P. s
www.appgeneralbuilding.co.uk

Email: aliperry@blueyonder.co.uk

Kitchens
Bathrooms
Chimneys
Fireplaces

Ali Perry
of

Witcombe

All jobs considered
References

available
Professional work



Cheltenham
Antique

Market
Over 300 Chandeliers- Always in stock

Italian • French • Dutch • English

54 Suffolk Road, Cheltenham, GL50 2AQ

Tel 01242 529812

Sew U Knit Crafts
Sew U Knit Crafts is your family wool shop

located at Cotswold Court, Broadway, stocking
wools, yarns, accessories and various craft kits

for children with adults alike.

Check out our website at
www.sewuknitcrafts.co.uk –

Shurdington residents get free
delivery!



Mark Hazell
Member Of The Painting & Decorating Association.

Over 25 Years Experience.
Fully Insured.

References Available.
Specialist in Period Property, Churches, Offices, pubs, Hotels,

Shops, Country House.
Go To. www.markhazell.co.uk

Email Mark On markhazelldecorators@gmail.com
Tel. 01452 864634 Mobile. 07976253827.

DECORATING SPECIALIST INTERIOR DESIGN
COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC SPECIALIST PAINT EFFECTS

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

CHARLTON KINGS CARPET CARE
EST 1 987

FULLY INSURED.NCCA REGISTERED
FREE ESTIMATES

TRUCK MOUNTED SYSTEM PROVIDES DEEP
CLEANING FAST DRYING WITHOUT

BRINGING
MACHINERY INTO THE PREMISES

E-MAIL chrisckcc@icloud.com
01242 863569
07894 345262

Contact Chris Green
www.charltonkingscarpetcare.co.uk



SHURDINGTON
NEWS

Tel: 01242 862927
Your Friendly Convenient Store

Off licence, Newspapers, Lottery.
Fresh Fruit & Vegetables,
Household Goods & DIY

and a wide range of goods at competitive prices
Monday to Saturday 6:30am to 7pm

Sunday 7am to 6pm
2, The Yarnolds, Shurdington. GL51 4SH

SHURDINGTON GARAGE
SHURDINGTON

CHELTENHAM GL5I 4XJ
For

M.O.T.s
MO.T. Repairs

Mechanical Repairs
Servicing, Welding, Tyres
Exhausts and Batteries

Tel: 01242 862339
Open 6 days a week
Competitive Prices



MAINE PLUMBING AND
TILING

All Domestic Plumbing and Tiling catered for
Including Bathroom & Shower Installations,
Radiators, Taps, Leaks etc.,
Home & Garden Maintenance
Quality, Reliability and a Tidy Job Assured
Competitive Prices with a Friendly Service
Call Maine for Free Advice
And a no obligation quotation on
01242 521368
24hr Emergency
Mobile 07729 732756

JOHN HARTLAND
FIREWOOD LOGS & KINDLING

Delivered-small and large loads
07811 340975 01684 275859

www.glosfirewood.co.uk
Mobile firewood processing unit,

log splitting service,
tractor hedge trimming and bailing

We offer weekly, fortnightly and spring cleaning
also tenancy and moving house.

£17 per hour. All cleaning supplies provided.
Ironing and laundry £1.25 per item bedding priced separately. Washing

and drying £7 per load.
Hangers and cover provided and recycled.

Please contact Gayle on 07921 910986 / 01242 863906



Cafe ●Hair●Beauty

Beauty and the
Tea-cup

Beauty, Hair and Tea Rooms all under one roof.
Take away, telephone orders, friendly & fun.

4 Yarnolds, Shurdington
07786 986002

Beautyandtheteacup.co.uk

Beauty&
TheTeacup

Mowing the lawn getting difficult?
Give me a call on 01452 855660

or text me on 07541 573167.
Mowing, strimming, overgrowth cut back, fallen leaves cleared –

those jobs you hate doing.
Rob Poole, 11 Stansby Crescent, Churchdown.



Shire Cars Ltd
www.shirecars.com

01242 861111
MOT & All make servicing centre
WE OFFER: FREE COLLECTION OF
YOUR CAR
Diagnostics from £20:00
Car Servicing from £99:00
All mechanical work
Brakes |Exhaust |A/C Regas
Welding | Batteries |Cambelts
Main Road Shurdington GL51 4XF
Opposite The Bell

Gloucester Chiropractors
Move Better, Feel Better, Live Better

Tel: 01452 877729
Web: www.gloucester-chiropractor.co.uk

2 Carter House, Whittle Way, Glos Business Park, GL3 4ZH

• Joint stiffness
• Shoulder Problems
• Trapped Nerves
• Muscle Strains
• Sports Injuries

• Sciatica
• Back Pain
• Neck Pain
• Headaches and

Migraines
• Arthritic Pain



• Locks, hinges and handles
• Structures and glass panes
• Sealed units and glass replacements
• Window and Door repair &

replacement

HAVE YOUR WINDOWS STEAMED UP???
We will replace your broken down units and

NOT the frames, saving you time, money
and hassle.
Find out how much you can save, get in

touch with The Windoor Workshop to discuss
the options in more detail and get a quote
today.

With over 35 years experience in the industry and covering the
whole of Gloucestershire, we deliver the best service at
affordable prices.

01242 358 019 | 07787148140
paul@windoorworkshop.co.uk www.windoorworkshop.co.uk

Bamfurlong Lane, Cheltenham,
GL51 6SL 01452 713124
flowers@dundrynurseries.co.uk
www.dundrynurseries.co.uk

Your local family run garden
centre

Visit us for home-grown bedding and vegetable plants,
locally sourced shrubs, trees & perennials,

houseplants & pots, a wide range of compost &
sundries and a varied selection of seeds

Open 7 days

COFFEE SHOP



One of the most exciting activity centres
in the country with indoor and outdoor

aerial adventures for all abilities!

LOW & HIGH ROPES • FUN WALLS  • CLIMBING

Pop in to our welcoming CAFE BAR - indoor & patio seating -
range of delicious hot and cold drinks and food - perfect ‘pit
stop’ if passing by - neighbours, walkers and dogs welcome!

270 Climbing Park Bentham Lane, Witcombe,
Gloucester GL3 4UD

t 01242 655 270 e info@270climbing.com  w 270climbing.com

ASH-GAS
PLUMBING & HEATING

ashley@ashgas.net

07969 953 087

All domestic gas and plumbing works, Central heating repair and
service, Boiler breakdowns, Bathrooms and general property

maintenance Undertaken.


