Bible Readings and Weekly Notices for the
Parish of St. Peter’s, Great Totham.
The First Sunday after Christmas

Sunday 28" December 2025

Diary for Week Commencing Monday 29t December 2025
Sun 04 10:00 Morning Service of the Word and Sunday Club
Sun 04 18:00 Evensong via “Zoom’ Contact Sue Godsmark

Forthcoming events:
Sat 24 Jan’26 10:00 Coffee Morning at The Honywood
Tue 24 Feb’26 19:00 Almshouse meeting @ The Honywood
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DONATIONS
To donate to St Peter’s Church: Scan the QR code;
make a BACS payment to St Peter's Church Great Totham

(sort code 20-54-30, account number 20882739);
send a cheque (payable to ‘St Peter’s Church, Great
Totham’) to 25 Eaton Way, CM9 8EE or use the link on
our website: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6657/




Collect.

Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own image and yet more
wonderfully restored us through your Son Jesus Christ: grant that, as he came
to share in our humanity, so we may share the life of his divinity; who is alive
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 63. 7-9
Praise and Prayer
71 will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord, the deeds for which he is to be
praised, according to all the Lord has done for us - yes, the many good
things he has done for Israel,according to his compassion and many
kindnesses. 8 He said, “Surely they are my people, children who will be true to
me”;and so he became their Savior. ?In all their distress he too was
distressed, and the angel of his presence saved them. In his love and mercy he
redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
This is the word of the Lord. - Thanks be to God.
New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA )

Second Reading Hebrews 2. | 0-end
10]t was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in
bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation
perfect through sufferings. ! For the one who sanctifies and those who are
sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them
brothers and sisters, 12 saying, ‘| will proclaim your name to my brothers and
sisters, in the midst of the congregation | will praise you. 13 And again, ‘I will
put my trust in him. And again, ‘Here am | and the children whom God has
given me. !4Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself
likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the
one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, !5 and free those who all
their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. !¢ For it is clear that he
did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. |7 Therefore he
had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might
be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice
of atonement for the sins of the people. '8 Because he himself was tested by
what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.
This is the word of the Lord. - Thanks be to God.
New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA )




Gospel Matthew 2. | 3-end

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N
The Escape to Egypt
13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream
and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there until | tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy
him. 14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went
to Egypt, '5and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt | have
called my son!
The Massacre of the Infants
16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who
were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from
the wise men. '7 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet
Jeremiah: '8 ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel
weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no
more!
The Return from Egypt
19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to
the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead’ 2! Then
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of
Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream,
he went away to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town
called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might
be fulfilled, ‘He will be called a Nazorean’

This is the Gospel of the Lord - Praise to you, O Christ.
New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA

The December 100+ Club Draw winners are:
I'st Prize: Jenny Barclay, 2nd Prize: Peter Ashby,
3rd Prize: Martyn Hardy King




In your prayer’s this week please include:
Our ‘Friendship Church’ - Bragernes Kirke, Drammen, Norway.
John Gladdish, Nina Pearce, Peter Roast.

PARISH CONTACTS
Benefice Administrator: 307908 776750
Rosie Pollock: DLoffice.blackwaterbenefice@gmail.com
Diocesan Safeguarding Team: 01245 294444
Parish Safeguarding Representative: Vacancy
Churchwarden: Vacancy
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The Prayer for Peace in the World
Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed; kindle in
the hearts of all people the true love of peace; and guide with your pure and
peaceful wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; that in
tranquillity your kingdom may go forward, till the earth is filled with the
knowledge of thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Leading your church into growth - a prayer.
God of mission, who alone brings growth to your church, send your Holy
Spirit to give vision to our planning, wisdom to our actions, joy to our worship,
and power to our witness. Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual
commitment to you, and in service to our local community, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Notices: If you wish to include any item on the weekly ‘Notices’ please
contact Chris Munton E-Mail D<lcmmunton@ukmm.com 7501621 891817
who also maintains the consolidated diary for the Church, Church Extension



