[bookmark: _Hlk202604704]Church Lane/path  - Byway Open to All Traffic B.O.A.T D32013 - UNNAMED
Adopted Status: UU - Unmade Unclassified County Road (D Road)

St. Eustace PCC wish to draw Ibberton Parish Council to the condition of the B.O.A.T D32013 - travelling South from the Church Steps towards the road known as Back Hollow. 
Problem: The B.O.A.T. has become narrow due to the trees growing across the road leading to horse riders having worn away a small narrow area in the centre of the road. For walkers and horse riders the uneven chalk road is particular dangerous when wet, it has been known for people to fall and require assistance up or down the road. 
St. Eustace Church PCC would like to find additional uses for our beautiful building. It’s proximity to the Dorset Ridgeway is ideal for encouraging walkers and cyclists to stay overnight in the church under the scheme https://champing.co.uk/ 
If you are able to clear the vegetation back from the road and try and level the surface it would reinstate the road to be useable as it was intended with its classification as a B.O.A.T. Perhaps a coffin will be able to be transported down the road to the church instead of man handled up the road/flight of steps to the grave yard gates. 
On Sunday 21st September, 2025 the village will welcome the Bishop of Salisbury to St Eustace Church, Grade 11*, for a special service of celebration after recently completing structural works on the building costing £100,000.00. These works will hopefully be preventing parts of the church from descending down the escapement into a garden and spring below. 
[image: ]
         All photos below have been taken between the arrows on the Ibberton B.O.A.T
https://gi.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorsetexplorer#map=16.67/50.86856/-2.29974/0&layers=175/100/100/Rights%20of%20Way%20-%20Operational%20Status,2/100/100/&basemap=1/100/100 
 AI Overview (reference below)
Learn more
A byway open to all traffic (BOAT) is a highway that the public can use for walking, cycling, horseback riding, and driving. The public has a right to use BOATs, but they are mainly used for walking and riding. 
Explanation
BOATs are public rights of way, which are protected by the Highways Act 1980. 
Highway authorities are responsible for maintaining BOATs at public expense. 
BOATs are recorded on definitive maps and statements, which are legal evidence of their existence. 
Dorset County Council is responsible for the definitive map and statement for BOATs in Dorset. 
The Dorset Rights of Way Improvement Plan (RoWIP) 2011-2021 considered public outdoor access, including BOATs, unclassified county roads, access land, and public outdoor space. 

                                                        https://www.google.com/search?q=byway+open+to+all+traffic+definition+dorset+council+plan&sca_esv=384eec729f70fd96&sxsrf=AHTn8zqPlpr5lHAqxJ1JhMIPvqZz2wJuxA%3A1738265075065&ei=89GbZ-3SA7TPhbIPv5vjwAo&ved=0ahUKEwitmMyClp6LAxW0Z0EAHb_NGKgQ4dUDCBE&uact=5&oq=byway+open+to+all+traffic+definition+dorset+council+plan&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiOGJ5d2F5IG9wZW4gdG8gYWxsIHRyYWZmaWMgZGVmaW5pdGlvbiBkb3JzZXQgY291bmNpbCBwbGFuMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSKcUUPsDWOQQcAF4AJABAJgB0gGgAcEEqgEFMy4xLjG4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgWgApcEwgIOEAAYgAQYsAMYhgMYigXCAgsQABiABBiwAxiiBJgDAIgGAZAGBZIHBTMuMS4xoAfGGQ&sclient=gws-wiz-serp 

Please can you make the Dorset Council Highways aware of this situation.                    
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Ibberton Hill Climb occurred along the same stretch of B.O.A.T in 1930’s 
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1st January, 1930
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1st January, 1930
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1st January, 1931
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1st January, 1930



https://www.gettyimages.co.uk/photos/ibberton-hill 
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