READING FOR 7th DECEMBER 2025  : 1ST READING
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
   and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
   the spirit of counsel and might,
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
   or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
   and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

The wolf shall live with the lamb,
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
   and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,
   their young shall lie down together;
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy
   on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
   as the waters cover the sea.
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

7TH December – 2nd READING
A Reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Church of Rome
whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.
 As it is written, Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name; and again he says, Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people; and again, Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him; and again Isaiah says, The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

14TH DECEMBER – FIRST READING
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

14th DECEMBER   -   SECOND READING
A reading from the Letter of St James
Be patient, beloved, until the coning of the Lord.  The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains.
You also must be patient.  Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.  Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged.
See, the Judge is standing at the doors!
As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

2025 – 21 December – 1st READING
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.  He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

2025 21 DECEMBER – 2nd READING
A Reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Church of Rome
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, 
called to be an apostle, 
set apart for the gospel of God, 
which he promised beforehand 
through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 
the gospel concerning his Son, 
who was descended from David according to the flesh 
and was declared to be Son of God with power 
according to the spirit of holiness 
by resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
through whom we have received grace and apostleship 
to bring about the obedience of faith 
among all the Gentiles 
for the sake of his name, 
including yourselves 
who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,
To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

28th DECEMBER  : 1st READING
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah
Thus says the LORD:
A voice is heard in Ramah,
   lamentation and bitter weeping.
Rachel is weeping for her children;
   she refuses to be comforted for her children,
   because they are no more.
Thus says the LORD:
Keep your voice from weeping,
   and your eyes from tears;
for there is a reward for your work,
says the LORD:
   they shall come back from the land of the enemy;
there is hope for your future,
says the LORD:
   your children shall come back to their own country.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

28th DECEMBER  - 2nd READING
A Reading from the First Letter of St Paul to the Church in Corinth.
Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 
But God chose what is foolish in the world 
to shame the wise; 
God chose what is weak in the world 
to shame the strong; 
God chose what is low and despised in the world, 
things that are not, 
to reduce to nothing things that are,
so that no one might boast in the presence of God.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church
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