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Third Sunday of Advent 2025

Welcome to this week’s update. We don’t  have a video reflection this week. There is a written reflection from me.  We continue to pray for the Holy Land as well as Ukraine, prayers below. 
The monthly What’s On for Benefice Services in December is attached as a separate page.
From me: Here we are halfway through Advent, so I thought it would be a good idea to supplement the What’s On and highlight the special services/events happening between now and Christmas this year (see the big red box). 
I have an aside for the refection on page two – we find John the Baptist in prison (where he never expected to be) doubting his calling as a prophet. So here’s a thing about doubt – if you have doubts, good, doubt is healthy, doubt makes us ask questions. Doubt is a gift of God to move us to spiritual maturity. Doubt is not a sign of weakness but a sign of growth. If you’re doubting you are in good company!

Blessings
Steve 
Here are all the Special Services this Christmas
Sunday 14th	– 3.00pm – Christingle at Sutton
Sunday 14th	– 3.00pm – Carols by Candlelight at Marton
Friday 19th 	– 6.30pm – Carols by Candlelight at Farlington
Sunday 21st 	– 4.00pm – Lessons & Carols by Candlelight at Stillington
Monday 22nd 	– 6.30pm – Christmas Celebration at Sheriff
Tuesday 23rd 	– 4.00pm – Nativity with Christingle at Stillington




The link for the weekly video would normally feature here, it appears there isn’t one this week.

Coming to church this week	 8.00am BCP Holy Communion at Sutton
14 December	10.00am Holy Communion at Sheriff
	10.00am Morning Worship at Stillington
	10.30am Shortened Matins at Farlington
	  3.00pm Carols by Candlelight at Marton
	  3.00pm Christingle service at Sutton

Coming to church next week	10.00am Holy Communion at Stillington
21 December	10.00am Morning Worship at Sutton
	  4.00pm Lessons & Carols at Sillington

A Reflection for the 3rd Sunday of Advent 2025
Isaiah 35:1-10;  James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11
Advent is the season when hope leans forward. It is a time when God invites us not only to remember the promises of old, but to look again at our expectations, of God, of Christ, and of what it means to live as people who wait with purpose.
In Isaiah 35, hope is painted in colours bold enough for the wilderness itself to bloom. Deserts rejoice; weak hands are strengthened; fearful hearts hear a word of courage. God’s coming doesn’t appear as an idea but as transformation, dry places becoming pools, desolation becoming delight. Isaiah reminds us that God’s coming brings life where we least expect it.
By the time we reach Matthew 11, expectations about the One who is coming are pressing heavily on John the Baptist. From prison, he sends a question that perhaps resonates with many of us: “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Even the great prophet wonders if Jesus matches the Messiah he imagined. And Jesus responds not with argument but with evidence: “Go and tell John what you hear and see.” The blind receive sight. The lame walk. The poor hear good news. In other words: Look at what is happening. Look at the fruit. The kingdom is unfolding right before you, maybe not as you pictured, but certainly as God promised.
James, in a quieter voice, calls for the patient endurance that this kind of faith requires. Hope is not passive; it is the steadfastness of those who trust that God’s timing is as sure as God’s compassion.
And here is where our own Advent expectations meet real-life practice. We sometimes use the phrase ‘put your money where your mouth is,’ but faith gives that idea a deeper meaning. We put our faith where God calls us to stand, act, and trust; we put our faith where our convictions lead us, even when the path ahead isn’t fully visible; we put our faith where our actions can prove it, choosing to live out what we say we believe; we put our faith where it can serve others, reflect love, and make a real difference. These are the kinds of signs people notice, especially those who may never step into a church but are watching for hope lived out.
So Advent asks us: What do we expect of the One who comes? And how do those expectations shape the witness we offer to the world beyond our church walls?
If our hope is in a Christ who heals, restores, and lifts up the broken-hearted, then our lives must echo that hope. If we believe the kingdom looks like good news for the poor and sight for the blind, then our communities must reflect those signs, places where restoration, compassion, and welcome are not just words but lived realities. Those outside our church buildings often look not for grand statements, but for evidence, just as Jesus urged John’s disciples to look. They want to know whether Christian hope makes any difference in the way we speak, help, listen, share, and love.
This Advent, may we hold our expectations with honesty, like John; with courage, like Isaiah; and with patience, like James. And above all, may our lives say – visibly, audibly, tangibly – that the One who is to come is already at work among us. Amen.

Rev Steve

A Prayer for the Holy Land:

O God of all justice and peace
we cry out to you in the midst of the pain and trauma
of violence and fear which prevails in the Holy Land.
Be with those who need you in these days of suffering;
we pray for people of all faiths – Jews, Muslims and Christians and for all people of the land.
While we pray to you, O Lord, for an end to violence and the establishment of peace,
we also call for you to bring justice and equity to the peoples.
Guide us into your kingdom
where all people are treated with dignity and honour as your children
for, to all of us, you are our Heavenly Father.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

A Prayer for Ukraine:
God of all peoples and nations,
Who created all things alive and breathing,
United and whole,
Show us the way of peace that is your overwhelming presence.
We hold before you the peoples of Ukraine and Russia,
Every child and every adult.
We long for the time
When weapons of war are beaten into ploughshares
When nations no longer lift up sword against nation.
We cry out to you for peace;
Protect those who only desire and deserve to live in security and safety
Comfort those who fear for their lives and the lives of their loved ones
Be with those who are bereaved.
Change the hearts of those set on violence and aggression
And fill leaders with the wisdom that leads to peace.
Kindle again in us a love of our neighbour,
And a passion for justice to prevail
and a renewed recognition that we all play a part in peace.
Creator of all hear our prayer
And bring us peace. Make us whole. Amen.


