		HOME WORSHIP AND PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND MISSION

Welcome
A welcome to all sharing this service sheet,  it Is abridged and edited from the Advent Bundle 2025 from [footnoteRef:1]Twelve Baskets, a resource for churches. [1:  Twelvebaskets Advent 2A 7 Dec 2025] 


Prayer
I come into this space
Come,  Come Lord Jesus Immanuel
May I know your presence with me in this advent season
May I know the light of your love shining though into my life.

Peaceful and Gracious God,
I thank you today for fulfilling your promises, spoken through prophets, in your Son Jesus. 
Bringing chances of hope and peace in a new era of justice.

Teach me to live in harmony as one people. United in Christ our living hope.

We pray for a new era of justice
For peace amongst all.
For the hope of the nations
May your kingdom be here on earth just as it is in heaven.
Amen

You may now wish to say the Lord’s Prayer

The Word
3 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
    make straight paths for him.’”[a]
4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan.6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The axe is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
11 “I baptize you with[b] water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with[c] the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His 
							2.
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
Responding to the reading (Abridged,edited)

John talks of repentance meaning to turn change direction, reorient towards something deeper, truer, more life giving. John calls us to wake us up, to see the gap between who we are and who we are called to be, but we can think about that socially, spiritually and collectively, not just as an individual.

“Bear fruit worthy of repentance John says. In other words, If your life is being changed, it should show. Not in perfection, not in outward displays. But in compassion, justice, or gifts of the spirit like humility or courage. 

Faith: in John’s words is about living differently, not to earn God’s love, but because we’re already loved and that such love demands a response.
John challenges the assumptions of his day. “Don’t say to yourselves we have Abraham as our ancestor. Teaching us,  “Don’t rely on status or heritage bring comfort. God is doing a new thing and if we’re paying attention we will want to be part of it not out of fear but out of a deep longing to align our lives with grace and justice.

So, let’s invite God in and ask, what new thing is God doing? Even if it disrupts my comfort. Love like John’s clears the way for us to live fully, to heal and prepare Christ to be born in us,  again and again. May we be brave enough to repent, generous to bear fruit and open enough to welcome the kingdom in, that is already coming near.

Hymn: Make me a channel of your peace.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8eorCEMIK4 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
[footnoteRef:2]Gracious God we bring before you, prayers for our community in this Advent season. We ask that your joy, by your Holy Spirit, may fall on your church to strengthen and guide us, to help us pay attention and to be more fully open to your Word, your love and your Grace. Lord in your mercy-Hear our Prayer [2:  JG Advent 2025] 


We pray that all our Advent Celebrations, by the Tree Festival, Carol Services,  Christingle, Friday Friends, our small personal conversations and relationships, Carols around the tree in both villages, and in the pub, will open opportunities for your Spirit to be at work, in the new, in the liturgies of old and in our hearts. 
Lord in your mercy- Hear our prayer
Gracious God,
May our community be filled with your vision and be bold in mission to others. May your streams of living water flow through your church to a thirsty generation.  Lord in our mercy, Hear our prayer.
Gracious God,we are your church.
May all we do, and the way we live be to your glory. Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 
Lord, help us to show hospitality,  to introduce people to you and your Kingdom by our conversations and invitations to church-linked activities. Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer.  
Thank you Lord, for all those who help our community to run smoothly
because of their jobs, voluntary work or neighbourliness. Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer.
						3.
Help us to be supportive and to encouraged to serve. Bless our neighbours and strengthen those who are working in your name. Lord in your mercy …. Hear our prayer
We bring before you in quiet those known to us who need your healing and your peace.

[footnoteRef:3]BLESSING [3:  Twelvebaskets Advnt 2A 7.12.2025] 

May you rise from this time, inspired
May you go from this place, uplifted
May you travel with the light of the Lord in your hearts, this day and always.


THE GRACE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and forever Amen.
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