WELCOME - BIENVENUE TO CHRIST CHURCH IN THE MANCHE, GRATOT-HOMMEEL , for a service for Advent Sunday
November 30 2025

Welcome

Lighting a candle in the darkness helps us find our way. In darkness we lose direction. We cannot see where we have been or where we are going. A single candle, flickering brightly, helps us find our way again
 “Stir up your might, and come to save us. Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved” (Psalm 80:2b-3)

Hymn 109 Crown him with many crowns 

O Lord, open our lips
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Give us the joy of your saving help
And sustain us with your life-giving Spirit.

Prayers of penitence

God our Father,	long-suffering, full of grace and truth.
You create us from nothing and give us life.
You redeem us and make us your children in the water of baptism.
You do not turn your face from us,nor cast us aside.
We confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbour.
We have wounded your love and marred your image in us.
Restore us for the sake of your Son, and bring us to heavenly joy, in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The word of God
After each reading:
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

First reading: Isaiah 2.1-5
The Future House of God

Hymn (Tune:Newington)
1 To your temple I repair;
Lord, I love to worship there,
when within the veil I meet
Christ before the mercy seat.
2 Thro' him I am reconciled,
through him I become your child.
Abba, Father, give me grace
in your courts to seek your face.
3 While your glorious praise is sung,
touch my lips, unloose my tongue,
that my joyful soul may bless
Christ the Lord, my righteousness.
4 While the prayers of saints ascend,
God of love, to mine attend.
Hear me, for your Spirit pleads;
hear, for Jesus intercedes.
5 While I listen to your law,
fill my heart with humble awe,
let your gospel bring to me
life and immortality.
6 While your minister proclaims
peace and pardon in your name,
by your grace, through faith, may I
hear you speaking from the sky.
7 From your house when I return,
may my heart within me burn,
and at evening let me say,
"I have walked with God today!"

Second reading: Romans 13.11-end
An Urgent Appeal

Hymn 424 Lo he comes with clouds descending

Gospel reading Matthew 24.36-44
The Necessity for Watchfulness
The sermon
Affirmation of faith
We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

Prayers of intercession
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you. . .
And also with you

Offertory hymn 210 Hark the glad sound

Prayer of thanksgiving

Collect
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of  holiness, that we may be ready to meet you in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Hymn 457 Make way

Closing prayer
Eternal God, our beginning and our end, be our starting point and our haven, and accompany us in this day’s journey. 
Dawn on our darkness, open our eyes to praise you for your creation and to see the work you set before us today. 
Take us and use us to bring to others the new  life you give in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Blessing and dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
