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Hallowe’en and Halos 
Do all things without grumbling or questioning that you may be blameless and
innocent, children of God without blemish, in the midst of a crooked and twisted
generation among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of
life. 
Philippians 2: 14-15 

We are all baptized children of God and one of the beautiful images of this calling comes
at the end of the baptism service when the newly baptized receives a candle, lit (if
possible) from the Pascal Candle, with the words, which are said by everyone, “Shine as
a light in the world, to the glory of God the Father”. 
Hallowe’en, together with All Saints and All Souls Days, are the perfect time to reflect
on our calling to shine as lights in Shakespeare’s ‘naughty world’ and to wonder if,
perhaps, our wicks might need a little trim or our lanterns a polish and, if so, precisely
how we might go about this.  
One way, which is open to us all year round, is to deliberately move away from the usual
distractions of life for a few moments and spend time in stillness. That simple act can-
and usually does- create the perfect environment to quieten our internal or external
chatter and listen for the still small voice of our loving Father and Creator, who longs to
come close to each one of us in the silence of our hearts. It doesn’t need to be in church. 
Some folk find gazing at a sunrise or sunset provides this perfect opportunity- for
others, it’s a walk on the beach or in the woods. I still really miss my little doggie, Toast
and especially the beautiful times we spent together in Hubbards Hills where I was
aware of God’s presence in the sounds of the gently burbling stream and birdsong and
the glorious canopy of trees with their ever-changing colours. When I went there with
him early on the morning of my surgery, the 23rd Psalm became alive to me like never
before, ‘The Lord is my Shepherd- he leads me beside still waters- he restores my soul.’ 
Lighting a candle can provide this quiet and reflective opportunity to become aware of
God’s voice in our hearts. What a beautiful thought, that we’re called to shine like
candles- to offer God’s peace, stillness and hope to a busy and troubled world. 
Mother Karen 



In this season of remembrance, let’s
pause to remember victims and
perpetrators of violence. 

All of us will have been shocked as well
as saddened to learn of the horrific
incident of indiscriminate stabbing on
the LNER on Saturday evening- and
particularly those who, like me, use this
train service frequently. As we process
our feelings of vulnerability, let’s
remember those for whom such
mindless and soul-destroying acts of
violence are a way of life- especially
those living with domestic violence and
the people of Ukraine and Gaza. 

Mother Karen



This is your platform to share
your voice. Let everyone know
how your event unfolded, the

impact of the funds raised, and
the exciting opportunities

ahead. I often hear the curiosity
about our events, so if you have

any pictures and a brief
summary to share, your

experiences could inspire us
all!

If you can e-mail any updates to
denise.bell@lincoln.anglican.org



The Bishops' and the Strategy Working Group want to
hear from you.
Yes—all of you.

Whether you're a volunteer, an organist, a churchwarden, a treasurer, an administrator, a
member of the clergy (active or retired), or part of our congregations—we want to hear your

thoughts and ideas about what matters most to you and your community.
We warmly invite you all to attend one of our upcoming Engagement Events this November. If

you haven’t already signed up please do we want to hear your thoughts.
Please share this invitation with your congregations—everyone is welcome to join. We’ve

attached a printable pew sheet for your churches, and there is a dedicated page on the website
with all the latest news around “Lord, Show Us The Way” here

Each session will last approximately 90 minutes and will be an opportunity to:
Hear from the Senior Diocesan Leadership Team about the work that has taken place to

develop a long-term strategy for the Diocese. 
Explore the theological foundations of our strategic priorities

Reflect on feedback received from working groups across the region
Share your own thoughts and ideas about what matters most to you and your community
Join together in prayer, asking “Lord, show us the way” as we seek God’s guidance for the

future
To help you prepare, pre-reading materials will be sent out one week prior to the event. These
will give you time to reflect and pray about what is evolving. We encourage everyone to bring
their ideas and thoughts about how we grow in faith and continue to share the love of Jesus

Christ across our communities.
To register your attendance and choose a date, please complete this short form:

 👉 Engagement Meeting Sign-Up Form scan the QR Code below: 

We look forward to welcoming you and journeying together in faith and purpose.
With every blessing,

 The Strategy Working Group
The local meeting will be held at the below venue: 

St Marys Ludborough Monday 24  November 7pm th

   
If you don’t have internet access but would like to attend, please let me know either vie e-mail : 

Denise.bell@lincoln.anglican.org or 01507 610247 and I can book in for you. 







NEWS, NOTES & DIARY DATES







St Andrews Church Utterby will be awash with
poppies made by ladies in the village and by

people from the Grove Care home in Waltham.

Utterby St Andrews 







Mid Marsh 



Legbourne & Wold Marsh 



Binbrook 



Somercotes & Grainthorpe
with Conisholme and

Marshchapel 



Fotherby 


