A Short Morning Service 
on the Festival of Christ the King

Introduction - Verses from Psalm 24

	Lift up your heads, O gates;
be lifted up, you everlasting doors;
and the King of glory shall come in.
‘Who is the King of glory?’
	‘The Lord, strong and mighty,
the Lord who is mighty in battle.’

	Lift up your heads, O gates;
be lifted up, you everlasting doors;
	and the King of glory shall come in.
‘Who is this King of glory?’
	‘The Lord of hosts,
he is the King of glory.’

Invitation to Confession

	Jesus says, 
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’
So let us turn away from our sin and turn to Christ,
confessing our sins in penitence and faith.

Confession 

The kingdom is yours,
but we turn away from your just rule:
Lord, have mercy.
 
The power is yours,
but we trust in our own power and strength:
Christ, have mercy.
 
The glory is yours,
but we fall short of the glory of God:
Lord, have mercy.
 



Prayer for Absolution

May the God of love and power
forgive us and free us from our sins,
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit,
and raise us to new life 
in Christ our Lord and King.
		Amen.

The Collect 

Eternal Father,
whose Son Jesus Christ 	
ascended to the throne of heaven
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King:
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit
and in the bond of peace,
and bring the whole created order 
to worship at his feet;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
		Amen.

		Bible Reading

When they came to the place called the Skull, 
there they crucified him, along with the criminals – 
one on his right, the other on his left. 
Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, 
for they do not know what they are doing.” 
And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.
The people stood watching, 
and the rulers even sneered at him. 
They said, 
“He saved others; let him save himself 
if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.”
The soldiers also came up and mocked him. 
They offered him wine vinegar and said, 
“If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”
Continued…
There was a written notice above him, which read: 
This is the King of the Jews.
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: 
“Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!”
But the other criminal rebuked him. 
“Don’t you fear God,” he said, 	
“since you are under the same sentence? 
We are punished justly, 
for we are getting what our deeds deserve. 
But this man has done nothing wrong.”
Then he said, 
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
Jesus answered him, 
“I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”

	For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Intercessions

Let us with confidence 
present our prayers and supplications 
to the throne of grace.

We pray for all those in positions of power,
that they may govern 
with wisdom and integrity,
serving the needs of their people.
Lord in your mercy;
Hear our prayer.

We pray for the Church, 
the sign of your reign,
that it may extend your welcome 
to people of every race and background.
Lord in your mercy;
Hear our prayer.


Continued…
We pray for Christians of every denomination,
that together we may come to understand
the royal priesthood 
you bestowed on us in baptism.
Lord in your mercy;
Hear our prayer.

We pray for those whose commitment to truth
brings them into conflict with earthly powers,
that they may have the courage to endure.
Lord in your mercy;
Hear our prayer.

We pray for this community of faith,
that attentive to your word
we may always worship in spirit and in truth.
Lord in your mercy;
Hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Loving God,
you have taught us 
that the power of the heart
is greater than the power of wealth and might.
Hear us as we pray for the fulfilment of your reign.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our King;
to him be glory and power for ever.
Amen.





