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You care for the land and water its furrows, you soften it with showers;
you crown the year with your goodness; the valleys are mantled with
corn; they shout for joy and sing Psalm 65:11 

As we reach the end of October and the seasons of Harvest and Creation
and launch into Hallowe’en and Remembrance, I’m glancing back over
my first two months as Rural Mission Enabler. My first and most
overwhelming feeling is gratitude for your friendship and the
outpourings of generosity which have been so evident throughout our
churches and parishes. Next has come wonder at your creativity,
hospitality and commitment- firstly in the Open Churches weekend
(remember that? 😉 ) and, as this beautiful Autumn has unfolded,
churches opening their doors and hearts to thank God for the fruits of
the Harvest and to welcome children, families and friends who have led
us with gusto in their annual thanksgivings, reminding us, as young
children do with such ease and grace, of God’s commandment to share
all the goodness especially with those less fortunate in our villages and
beyond.  
As I’ve so recently left my vicarage in Louth, where the work of the
Trinity Centre stands as a hub of the Team Parish’s engagement with
the community, it is a lovely example of team-work in the Louthesk
Deanery. What a powerful and lasting witness to the richness of our
faith, as we remain faithful to Jesus’ command to love our neighbours! 
Mother Karen 



Harvest Service Written by Mark Hunkin  

My harvest highlight this year. 
I was at St Mary's and St Gabriel's, Binbrook this year for their

Harvest Festival. They had all the things you'd expect from such an
event - familiar harvest hymns, produce displayed and then donated to

a local food bank, arrangements of flowers, sheaves of grain, a larger
than normal congregation, and a basket at the centre of the display

containing a traditional large Harvest Loaf surrounded by bunches of
grapes.

At the end of the service we gathered together for the customary tea,
coffee, biscuits and chat, but instead of biscuits, the Harvest Loaf and
the grapes were brought from the display at the front and we helped

ourselves to chunks of freshly baked bread and grapes. Such a
wonderful way of linking the harvest themes of gratitude and sharing

with our post-service refreshments. I understand the loaf was also
shared with a baptismal party that same afternoon and that Father

Terry requested that perhaps next year we could also have some
butter!



This is your platform to
share your voice. Let

everyone know how your
event unfolded, the impact

of the funds raised, and
the exciting opportunities

ahead. I often hear the
curiosity about our events,
so if you have any pictures

and a brief summary to
share, your experiences

could inspire us all!



The Bishops' and the Strategy Working Group want to
hear from you.
Yes—all of you.

Whether you're a volunteer, an organist, a churchwarden, a treasurer, an administrator, a
member of the clergy (active or retired), or part of our congregations—we want to hear your

thoughts and ideas about what matters most to you and your community.
We warmly invite you all to attend one of our upcoming Engagement Events this November. If

you haven’t already signed up please do we want to hear your thoughts.
Please share this invitation with your congregations—everyone is welcome to join. We’ve

attached a printable pew sheet for your churches, and there is a dedicated page on the website
with all the latest news around “Lord, Show Us The Way” here

Each session will last approximately 90 minutes and will be an opportunity to:
Hear from the Senior Diocesan Leadership Team about the work that has taken place to

develop a long-term strategy for the Diocese. 
Explore the theological foundations of our strategic priorities

Reflect on feedback received from working groups across the region
Share your own thoughts and ideas about what matters most to you and your community
Join together in prayer, asking “Lord, show us the way” as we seek God’s guidance for the

future
To help you prepare, pre-reading materials will be sent out one week prior to the event. These
will give you time to reflect and pray about what is evolving. We encourage everyone to bring
their ideas and thoughts about how we grow in faith and continue to share the love of Jesus

Christ across our communities.
To register your attendance and choose a date, please complete this short form:

 👉 Engagement Meeting Sign-Up Form scan the QR Code below: 

We look forward to welcoming you and journeying together in faith and purpose.
With every blessing,

 The Strategy Working Group
The local meeting will be held at the below venue: 

St Marys Ludborough Monday 24  November 7pm th

   
If you don’t have internet access but would like to attend, please let me know either vie e-mail : 

Denise.bell@lincoln.anglican.org or 01507 610247 and I can book in for you. 
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Somercotes & Grainthorpe
with Conisholme and

Marshchapel 
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