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Here we are, rushing headlong into Christmas, with all that has to be done.  There’s the house to 
decorate, the cards to write, the food to order, the presents to buy.  Decisions to be made – whose 
house will we meet in, who will bring Granny?   All annual dilemmas which occupy much of our 
thinking time. 
 

Of course, there are those for whom Christmas is not a happy time.  Those who are homeless; the 
lonely and bereaved; those who can’t afford expensive food and presents.  People who will be glad 
when it is all over, and normal life can resume. 

 

Whichever category you are in we maybe all just need to stand still a 
while and consider – why do we have a season called Christmas?  Well, 
the clue is in the name – the mass of Christ – a celebration of a holy 
child, sent to earth to bring good news.  A season which doesn’t need a 
lot of money or fuss, a season when we can just be still, and give thanks, 
that God sent his Son to earth to be our Saviour. 

 

Because, all too soon it will be behind us, and we will be negotiating New Year’s eve – that perennial 
decision to be made – do we make a New Year’s resolution or not?  It is a statistic that most New 
Year’s resolutions are forgotten by January 17th, so it is questionable whether there is any point. 
 

If we can only think of cutting back on chocolate, or not drinking wine every day, then there probably 
isn’t any point.  Those are the resolutions which are all too easily broken, and which, in any event, 
have little or no impact on the world around us. 
 

Much better just to resolve to be better at the things that matter.  Extending a 
friendly hand to someone who is lonely; doing what we can to preserve the 
environment; being the sort of people God would want us to be; trying to make a 
difference in a world which seems beset by trouble and darkness. 
 

Jesus said there are only two commandments: that we should love God with all 
our heart, with all our soul and with all our mind; and that we should love our 
neighbour as we love ourselves.  If we can do this then we can move forward into 
the New Year safe in the knowledge that the small patch of earth which we each 
inhabit can be made better by our actions. 
 

So, leaving you with this thought, I wish you a joyous and peaceful Christmas, and a healthy and 
contented New Year. 
 

Blessings 
 

Ann 
 
 

 
 
 
 
NEW RECTOR RECRUITMENT UPDATE – Sadly it was not possible to appoint a new Rector to the Benefice 
following our initial advertisement which closed at the end of October. A second recruitment drive will take 
place early in 2026 supported, as before, by the Diocese. In the meantime, services in each of our churches 
continue so please JOIN US this Christmastime to celebrate the Festive Season! 
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Beane Valley Benefice Services  
December 2025 

 

ALL are welcome 
 

Although we are currently without a permanent Rector, 
services in the Benefice continue with the assistance of 
visiting clergy. Please do join us – you will be made very 
welcome!! 
 

Sunday 7th December 
11am Watton Contemporary Service 
11am Aston Prayer and Praise 
11.15am Waterford Holy Communion 
4pm Stapleford CAROLS AND GIFT SERVICE 
No service in Bramfield today 
 

Sunday 14th December 
9.30am Watton Holy Communion 
11am Watton Contemporary Service 
11am Aston Family Service 
11.15am Bramfield Holy Communion 
11.15am Stapleford Prayer and Praise 
No service in Waterford today 
 

Sunday 21st December 
11am Watton Contemporary Service 
4pm Watton CAROL AND GIFT SERVICE by candlelight 
4pm Aston CAROL SERVICE 
6pm Stapleford CAROL SERVICE 
6pm Waterford CAROL SERVICE 
No service in Bramfield today 
 

Wednesday 24th December CHRISTMAS EVE 
4pm Aston CRIB SERVICE 
4pm Watton CRIB SERVICE 
6pm Bramfield CAROL SERVICE 
8pm Aston CHRISTMAS MASS 
11.30pm Stapleford MIDNIGHT MASS 
11.30pm Watton MIDNIGHT MASS 
No service in Waterford today 
 

Thursday 25th December CHRISTMAS DAY 
10am Aston Family Service 
No services in Bramfield, Stapleford, 
Waterford or Watton today 
 

Sunday 28th December 
9.30am Watton Prayer and Praise 
11.15am Bramfield Prayer and Praise 
11.15am Stapleford Holy Communion 
No services in Aston or Waterford today 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

January 2026 
 

Sunday 4th January 
11am Watton Contemporary Service 
11am Aston Prayer and Praise 
11.15am Stapleford Prayer and Praise 
11.15am Waterford Holy Communion 
No service in Bramfield today 
 

Sunday 11th January 
9.30am Watton Holy Communion 
11am Watton Contemporary Service 
11am Aston Family Service 
11.15am Bramfield Holy Communion 
11.15am Stapleford Prayer and Praise 
No service in Waterford today 
 

Sunday 18th January 
11am Watton Contemporary Service 
11am Aston Holy Communion 
11.15am Stapleford Prayer and Praise 
11.15am Waterford Morning Prayer 
No service in Bramfield today 
 

Sunday 25th January 
9.30am Watton Prayer and Praise 
11.15am Bramfield Prayer and Praise 
11.15am Stapleford Holy Communion 
No services in Aston or Waterford today 
and no Contemporary Service in Watton 
 

Sunday 1st February 
11am Watton Contemporary Service 
11am Aston Prayer and Praise 
11.15am Stapleford Prayer and Praise 
11.15am Waterford Holy Communion 
No service in Bramfield today 
 

Midweek Services 
 

Bramfield Open Church Wednesdays.  
Services postponed until further notice. 
 
 

 
 

 

STAPLEFORD VILLAGE TEA AFTERNOON in 
CHURCH Wednesday 17th December 
2.30pm (wear a Christmas hat or jumper) 
and Wednesday, 21st January 2.30pm. All 
are welcome for tea, coffee, cake and chat.  
 

 
 

Fortnightly MONDAYS 2pm ASTON Bible Study 
Fellowship 3 Long Ridge Aston with tea and biscuits All 
are welcome Contact Pauline at 
pauline.manley1966@gmail.com  
 
 

For all enquiries about weddings, baptisms, funerals, 

burial of ashes, blessings, confirmation or offers to 

help, please contact the relevant Churchwardens 

(details on back page) 
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RIP – We Remember With Love 
 

Barbara Fletcher whose ashes were buried at St 
Andrew and St Mary’s Watton on 30 November 

Janet Guinn whose ashes were buried at St 
Michael and All Angels Waterford on 5th December 
 
 

On-line bereavement support 
griefshare.org; thebereavementjourney.org; 

cruse.org.uk; teardropgrief.co.uk;  
ataloss.org; 

 
 

CARING for our CHURCHYARDS 
TUESDAYS 10am Waterford Church and Churchyard 
Working Parties contact Churchwarden Malcolm 
m.t.wandrag@gmail.com 
 

To help in Stapleford, Watton or Bramfield 
Churchyards contact the Churchwardens.  
 

ASTON Church and Churchyard Working Parties first 
Tuesday of month 10am to 12 noon. Contact 
Churchwarden Sara wardenstmarys@gmail.com  
All our churchyards are cared for by Volunteers...could 
YOU offer occasional help? 

 

CHURCHES OPEN as listed for quiet prayer 
and visits:   
WATERFORD St Michael and all Angels open DAILY 
10am – 4pm for more information Contact Church 
Warden Malcolm 01992 552531 
m.t.wandrag@gmail.com 
 

WATTON at STONE St Andrew & St Mary open DAILY 
10am – 3pm for more information Contact Church 
Wardens Ian and Helen  
 

ASTON St Mary’s open Sundays 12 noon - 4pm and 
Wednesdays 10am - 5pm. Contact Churchwarden Sara 
01438 880750 
 

BRAMFIELD St Andrew’s Church. For visits contact 
Church Wardens Dorothy 01992 582132 or Peggy 01992 
550467 
 

STAPLEFORD St Mary Open weekends. For visits 
contact Peter 07870 681542, John 07773 392991 or 
Lesley Atterwill 07773 392992 
Opening churches is important. If you would be willing 
to join a rota to help open and shut any of the churches 
please contact the Churchwarden. 
 

 
 

Join the Watton church 
choir as we lead CAROL 
SINGING at The Bull on 
Wednesday 17th 
December at 7pm 

MISSING YOU TREE ribbons are 

available in each church under the Missing 

You Tree. There is a pen for you to write 

your loved ones’ names and any messages 

to remember those we love who are with God. From All 

Souls 2nd NOV 2025 to Candlemas 2nd FEB 2026. 

They whom we love and lose are no longer where they 

were before. They are now wherever we are. 

(St. John Chrysostom) 
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HEDGEROW HEROES 
 

For much of the natural world, this time of year heralds 
a quieter period to come, after the leaves have fallen 
and the last berries have been plucked by chattering 
blackbirds, the air will turn crisp, and thoughts will look 
to the bustle of next spring. This time of year however, 
is the busiest for those of us planting new hedgerows, 
when the trees are dormant, and ready to be put in the 
ground. 
 

Join me, James, and CPRE Hertfordshire to help reach 
our aim of planting 2km of new hedgerows, providing a 
crucial habitat for wildlife of all kinds, and helping 
enhance the beauty of our countryside. Planting will be 
held at Woodhall estate, near Watton at Stone, and we 
have a few dates for this side of New Year already 
organised, the 26th and 30th November, and the 3rd, 
10th and 14th of December. Please bring your own 
lunch, and tools/gloves if you have them - we'll provide 
the rest (including lots of cups of tea).  If you're 
interested in getting hedging, email 
james@cpreherts.org.uk or visit 
www.cpreherts.org.uk/get-involved/volunteering 
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Can you answer all these questions? 
If you can, the first letter of each answer makes a 
letter of a well-known Christmas carol. Can you 
guess the carol? (Answers on page 11) 
 
 Who was the King when Jesus was born? 

 How did Herod feel when he heard about Jesus? 

 What sort of place was David’s City? 

 What was Jesus born to be? 

 How many wise men came from the Orient? 

 Where did the Angels come down from? 

 What time of day did Mary and Joseph arrive in 

Bethlehem? 

 The Angels were known as a heavenly what? 

 Who did Jesus come to save? 

 What did the heavenly bells do at Christmas time? 

 Who told the Shepherds about Jesus? 

 What gifts did the Shepherds bring? 

 How did Mary travel to Bethlehem? 

 What sort of calendar tells the story? 

 Where had Mary and Joseph travelled from? 

 What did the wise men bring? 

 What sort of special life does Jesus offer? 

 What might Mary have sung to get baby Jesus to 

sleep? 

 Who were the first people the Angels told about 

Jesus? 

 What led the wise men to the stable where Jesus 

was? 

 Where did Joseph try to find a room for the night? 

 What play tells the story of the birth of Jesus? 

 Who was Jesus’ real Father? 

WATERFORD & HERTINGFORDBURY WI 
 

TURKEY RAFFLE: Thanks to everyone who took part in 
our prize draw. It was won by ticket No.109, Stuart 
Orton of Waterford. 
 

NEXT MEETINGS: 

Thursday 4th December & Thursday 8th January 7.30pm 

At our December meeting we will be entertained by a 
magician and ventriloquist, followed by festive 
refreshments, secret santa and a catch up on all local 
and national WI news and events. Check for details on 
the January meeting on our Facebook page. 
 

In October we had a fascinating talk about Life in the 
ATS during WWII, drawn from the speaker’s own 
mother’s letters. In November Daisy Roots Nursery 
from Hertford Heath gave us a presentation on how to 
plant year round and which gardens to visit in which 
month. Some of their extensive range of perennials 
were on sale on the night. We visited the TAC tearoom 
in Watton in November – highly recommended! See 
their ad in this mag for details. We’re now planning our 
new year meal and other events for the coming year - 
you are most welcome to come along; there is a £5 
visitor charge which includes refreshments and raffle. 

NEWS FROM THE VILLAGES 
 

BRAMFIELD  
 

WHAT’S ON IN BRAMFIELD      
Bramfield Carpet Bowls 
Meets Village Hall Monday eve 7pm to 9pm 
Enquiries Mike Jones 01992 550182 
 

Parish Council Meets 

Every other 3rd Tuesday of the Month  
Clerk Chris Underhill 07714 711253 
 

Village Hall Committee Meets 
1ST Tuesday of the Month 8pm 
Contact Cheryl Jackson 01992 583958 
 

Bramfield Book Club 
Meets 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm at the 
Village Hall 
Contact Louise 01992 583173 
Gibbslouise83@gmail.com 
Please Note 
We are currently not taking New members but you can 
Join our waiting list 
 

 

WATERFORD  
 

 

It was universally agreed that this year’s 
Fireworks Night was the best one 
Waterford has ever hosted. ‘Fully Fused 
Fireworks’ delivered a dazzling display of 
sparkle and colour and thanks to the low 
noise effect of the fireworks, everyone – 
from the youngest to the oldest – could 
enjoy the show. The refreshments 
catered for all tastes, offering hot dogs, a 
bar, mulled wine and hot chocolate which 
was thoroughly enjoyed by those attending. The ever-
popular ‘light’ toys added extra excitement for the 
children, making it a fantastic evening for everyone. And 
to cap it all, we made £2,300 profit to go towards our 
New Village Hall Fund! 
 

As always, Waterford has more festive treats in store. 
Our Christmas Craft Café is just around the corner – join 
us on SATURDAY, 6th December from 1–4 pm, to 
enjoy some Christmas cheer. Indulge in culinary treats 
like mince pies and sausage rolls while the children’s 
craft stall will keep the little ones entertained. The local 
craft stall will feature a range of handmade treasures, 
and there will be a raffle and a chocolate tombola. Best 
of all, we are reliably informed that the Big Man himself 
is popping by to meet our local children. So, note down 
the date and join us for some festive fun. 
 

For those of you out there who are bakers, please break 
out your ‘Star Bake’ to add to our delicious 
refreshments. Bring them to the Village Hall on the 
morning of 6th December from 10-12pm. 
 

Finally, behind the scenes, significant progress is being 
made towards our New Village Hall. A dedicated team is 
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handling all the preliminary tasks needed to kick off this 
momentous project. To launch this initiative, we are 
hosting an Open Evening on 29 January to present our 
plans to the community and share a glass of wine as we 
begin our fundraising campaign and engage the whole 
village in our giant group endeavour. We invite everyone 
– whether you’ve got skills, contacts or simply 
enthusiasm, to get involved. Let’s make 2026 the year 
we turn our New Village Hall into a reality. If there’s one 
thing Waterford excels at, it’s working together to 
achieve wonderful things! 
 

Royal British Legion - Poppy Appeal 
The recent house to house collection in Waterford for 

the poppy appeal raised a magnificent £455.27 up from 

just over £300 last year. Well done to the generous 

people of Waterford.    Tony Oakden 

 

WATTON AT STO NE 
 

St Andrew and St Mary’s 
A Big THANK YOU to everyone who came to our 
Remembrance Day Service on 9 November. It was 
lovely to see the church full for this special service 
which included our uniformed groups parading their 
flags, wreath bearers, the choir, organist and the annual 
appearance of our trumpeter sounding Last Post and 
Reveille. You may have heard the bells ringing muffled 
as a mark of respect (explanation in November edition). 
A collection was taken and £325 was raised for the 
Royal British Legion.  

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:  
 

CANDLELIT CAROL AND GIFT SERVICE –  
21st December at 4pm: 
Our hugely popular and atmospheric festive 
service. This is our traditional Christmas service 
of Lessons and Carols and you are invited to 
bring a wrapped gift for a child in the local 
refuge who may not otherwise receive any gifts this 
Christmas. Please attach a tag detailing whether the 
gift is for a boy or girl and the age. Gifts for mums are 
also welcome, again with a tag please.It’s a wonderful 
way to kick off the Christmas celebrations! 
 

CRIB SERVICE – 24th December at 4pm: 
This very popular children’s service will once again be 
held in the parish church on Christmas Eve facilitated 
by Sharon and Richard Knight from Take Away Church 
(TAC). It’s a great service for the children as excitement 
builds for the Big Day! 
 

MIDNIGHT COMMUNION – 24th December at 
11.30pm: 
Our fantastic final service in the run up to 
Christmas – join us for this festively traditional 
service welcoming in Christmas Day, held by 
candelight.  
 

 

Watton at Stone Tennis Club AGM 
The Tennis Club AGM will be on 6thJanuary at the 

Pavilion at 8pm 
 

 
We will again provide our free 
Christmas card delivery service for Watton at Stone 
residents. 
  
Post your cards (No stamp required) through the Scout 
Mail Christmas letter box in Budgens between 2nd and 
10th December. 
  
The cards will be sorted and delivered by Scout 
members to addresses in Watton village only between 
11th to 18th December. 
  
Donations are always gratefully accepted. Cheques 
should be made out to “Watton at Stone Scout & Guide 
Group” or cash in a sealed envelope in the mailbox. 
  
BACS donation is preferred. Account name: Watton at 
Stone Scout & Guide Group, account number 
00103348, sort code - 30 94 17 

Please put “Scoutmail” as the reference. 
  
Charity number 302602. Any questions to Richard Wing 
07393 620103 
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Waterford Nature Notes 
 

Here's a good word for a crossword : 'allopreening', my Somerset Correspondent told me of this after he had 
watched one of a pair of Jackdaws grooming the other.  I have only ever known this interaction between birds, 
and the word is specific to birds, as 'social grooming'. 
 
If you entered a supermarket or visited a farm shop in October, you will have seen thousands of pumpkins for 
sale, one local supermarket had 3,200kgs on display.  The pumpkins won’t be used for food, but for Hallowe'en 
decorations, the boxes are labelled as "carving pumpkins".  It is estimated that around 3500 acres of land were 
used to grow pumpkins, this is agricultural land that has been taken out of food production.  
Estimates give a figure of an average of 2,200 plants per acre, the total number is, 
therefore 7,700,000 plants.  Each plant needs around an average through its life of 73 
litres of water per week.  The growing time from seed to harvest is approximately 15 
weeks.  The quantity of water consumed is, therefore: 7,700,000 x 73 x 15, an 
inexpressible number on a calculator.  Using long multiplication, that works out at 
8,430,500,000 litres of water. London's largest reservoir is the King George V, in the Lea 
Valley at Chingford, which holds 12,492,000,000 litres, so two thirds of that huge reservoir 
(view it on an OS map and search on-line for the water levels during droughts) is used every year just to grow 
pumpkins for decoration.  Stop it!  Hallowe'en Pumpkins are a recent import from the USA, sometime in the 
1980's.  It is not the farmers that are to blame for this waste of land and water, farmers are having to diversify to 
make ends meet, if they were paid a fair price for producing food, they wouldn't need to chase the market.  
 
Incidentally, in the mid to late 1980's, when our children were at Junior School, we went to a parents' evening, 
we asked why our children were not being taught long division and multiplication, the answer was that nobody 
uses it because we have calculators - see above regarding calculator unable to cope.  The teacher asked when 
I had last used long arithmetic, that very day I had had to calculate my use of an overtime budget for the 
forthcoming year, computers weren’t a common feature of life, and my employer at the time didn’t provide 
calculators so I was forced back on long arithmetic.  Apart from that, the use of various forms of arithmetic, 
including mental, which our children also weren't taught, leads to skills in numeracy.  Many people of my 
generation and earlier can calculate the VAT on a sale faster than the shop assistant that is using a calculator. 
 

Wouldn’t you just know it, yet another failure in what was dreamed-up as a good scheme, 
"Carbon offset".  The idea was for companies, governments, even individuals, to plant 
trees to offset their carbon emissions, e.g. from air travel.  Many thousands of acres of 
trees, usually quick-growing conifers, were planted, taking up yet more agricultural land.  
Trees are now so stressed that they are creating more carbon than they are taking up.  A 
few years ago a Welsh, tenant hill farmer tried to buy a farm that was for sale, he arranged 
the banking and was just about to close the purchase when the land agent told him that 
the owner had received a better offer.  The offer was from a Swiss firm that sold carbon 

offset credits.  The farm was taken out of food production.  Incidentally, the Swiss firm receives a grant from our 
government for offsetting carbon, which is no longer happening.   
 
I wasn’t able to go to Abbotsbury Swannery for the Cygnet Release this year.  My Somerset correspondent 
reported that they ringed around 200 cygnets, I think the number last year was less than half that.  The Swannery 
had events planned for their final week but had to refund people that had bought tickets because they had to 
close one week early due to Avian flu being found in the colony.  My correspondent also sent me a beautiful 
photograph of an Osprey over The Fleet, if you wish to know more about this visit:  
 
https://www.birdsofpooleharbour.co.uk/osprey/osprey-translocation/ 
 
 
Malcolm 
 

 

WATTON BOOK WORMS 
We usually meet on the third Friday of the month at 7pm to share supper and thoughts on our 

book of the month. All are welcome. Contact peterevernden@hotmail.co.uk 
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Watton At Stone Primary and Nursery School 
 

Break the Rules Day 
 

Lots of fun was had on Break the Rules Day at the end of half term and the money was raised is going to 

be put towards some new outdoor equipment. 

 

      
 

Remembrance Day service 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Well done to Yellow house! 
 

Yellow house earnt the most house points in autumn 1 and their well-deserved treat included a non-

uniform day, a pumpkin hunt, pumpkin colouring competition and some tasty treats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What we are looking forward to  

 

Thoughts are beginning to turn to Christmas, with preparations underway for the Xmas Bazaar on 

Thursday 4th December 3.30pm – 5.30pm. The children will also be preparing for their Christmas 

performances and are looking forward to a visiting theatre company who will be performing Beauty and 

the Beast.  

Black History Month 

• In Nursery and Reception, the children 

watched a short film called ‘Hair Love’ 

• Year 1 created their own Kente cloth 

patterns 

• Year 2 looked at the life and work of Mary 

Seacole 

• Year 3 looked at Martin Luther King’s ‘I had 

a dream’ speech 

• Year 4 explored the poem ‘Who am I?’ and 

sang African call and response 

• Year 5 learnt about the mathematician 

Katherine Johnson 

• Year 6 learnt about the artist Jean-Michel 

Basquiat and created their own versions of 

his work 

 

Year 6 have completed a DT project 

which saw them plan, create a template 

and then make a waistcoat for their 

teddy bear. They used both a sewing 

machine and hand sewing to make their 

waistcoat. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever thought about becoming a governor? 

 

We are always looking for enthusiastic people to join the Governing Body. 

 

Governors ensure clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction for the school, 

monitor and examine the educational and financial performance of the school and 

act as a source of challenge and support to the headteacher.  

 

If you are interested in the role or would just like an initial informal conversation, 

please e-mail admin@wattonatstone.herts.sch.uk 

mailto:admin@wattonatstone.herts.sch.uk


 
ANSWERS TO THE CHRISTMAS QUIZ 

 Who was the King when Jesus was born?   Herod 
 How did Herod feel when he heard about Jesus?  Angry 
 What sort of place was David’s City?   Royal 

 What was Jesus born to be?    King 

 How many wise men came from the Orient?   Three 

 Where did the Angels come down from?   Heaven 

 What time of day did Mary and Joseph arrive in Bethlehem? Evening 

 The Angels were known as a heavenly what?  Host 

 Who did Jesus come to save?    Everyone 

 What did the heavenly bells do at Christmas time?  Ring 

 Who told the Shepherds about Jesus?   Angels 

 What gifts did the shepherds bring?    Lambs 

 How did Mary travel to Bethlehem?    Donkey 

 What sort of calendar tells the story?   Advent 

 Where had Mary and Joseph travelled from?   Nazareth 

 What did the wise men bring?    Gifts 

 What sort of special life does Jesus offer?   Eternal 

 What might Mary have sung to get baby Jesus to sleep? Lullaby 

 Who were the first people the Angels told about Jesus? Shepherds 

 What led the wise men to the stable where Jesus was? Star 

 Where did Joseph try to find a room for the night?  Inn 

 What play tells the story of the birth of Jesus?  Nativity 

 Who was Jesus’ real Father?    God 

 
 



 

BENEFICE DETAILS 

Please contact your local Churchwardens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEEP UP WITH THE LATEST 
NEWS ……… 

We are on Facebook 

• St Andrew and St Mary Watton at Stone 

• St Mary’s Aston 

• St Mary the Virgin Stapleford 

• St Michael and all Angels Waterford 
 

And you can also access an electronic version of the 

Parish News from any of the following websites: 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7907/ 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7898/ 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7885/ 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7903/ 

www.watton-pc.org.uk/news/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Scan the QR code below to find out more about the 
church in Watton at Stone 

 
 
 
 

 

Scan the QR code below to find out more about the 
church in Waterford 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scan the QR code below to find out more about the 
church in Stapleford 

 
 
 
 
 

Scan the QR code below to find out more about the 
church in Bramfield 

 
 

 

  

PRINT DEADLINE 
Please send any items for the next edition 

BY 12TH OF THE MONTH 
To the Parish Reps or the Editor: 

 
Bramfield  
 Jenny Clayton 
 3 Bury Lane, Bramfield 
 (01992 538712) 
 jenny@jmsprojects.co.uk 
  
Stapleford  
 Carol Eccleston 
 1 Clusterbolts, Stapleford. 
 (01992 536405) 
 caroleccleston@btinternet.com 
 
Waterford  
 Ray Cole 
 3 Bramfield Lane, Waterford 
 (01992 584040)  
 rayjcole1@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Watton at Stone  
 Denise Hodgson 
 33 Lammas Road, Watton 
 (07446 161125) 
 
General enquiries 
 Denise Hodgson 
 parish.news.beane@gmail.com 
 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
 Ian Knight (07778 401799) 
 iancknight31@gmail.com 
 
EDITOR  
 Denise Hodgson 
 

Churchwardens 
Aston:       Sara Hudson (01438 880750) 
       Tim Alexander (01438 880519) 
Bramfield:  Peggy Wareham (01992 550467) 
                   Dorothy Abel Smith (01992 582132)  
Stapleford:   Nicola Page (Church rep) (01992 302501) 
        Lesley Atterwill (Church Rep) (07773 392992) 
Waterford:   Malcolm Wandrag (01992 552531) 
Watton:      Ian Knight (07778 401799) 
                   Helen McCash (07817 384117) 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7907/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7898/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7885/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7903/
http://www.watton-pc.org.uk/news/
mailto:jenny@jmsprojects.co.uk
mailto:caroleccleston@btinternet.com
mailto:rayjcole1@tiscali.co.uk


 

 

  

 
 

   

  

 

 

   

  

 

  

 

Pete Phillips 
Painting & Decorating, 

Plastering and Tiling 

 

All works undertaken 

01920 411966    
mob 07770590094 

 

Village Framing 
 

Picture Framing to a  Professional Standard 
By Terry Higgins G.C.F. 

(commended by the Fine Art Trade Guild) 
21 Walkern Road, Watton at Stone,  SG14 3RQ 

01920 830745 
07903 833056 

 

 

Assisted Living – Private Nursing Home 
Bramfield Road, Hertford  SG14 2JA 

01992 551900 – www.broadoakmanor.co.uk 

 

         

 
 

 

 

Watton Budgens Store & Post Office 
Budgens Store  

Mon – Sat  7.00am to 9pm;Sun 8am to 8pm 

Groceries, Off licence, Newsagents, Lottery 

Free cash withdrawals – most major banks 
 

Post Office 

 Mon – Fri  9am to 5pm; Sat 9am to 12.30pm 

 

Strong-Base Driveways & Landscaping 
Garden Make-Over, Patio’s, Block Paving 

Resin Bound Gravel, Brickwork, Fencing, 

Approved Bradstone Paving Installer – Award Winners 

Free Garden Design & Price Quote – Jobs Large or Small 

Based in High St, Watton-at-Stone 

Call: Paul Reynolds - 07794 791 978 or 01920 830 610 

www.strongbasedriveways.co.uk 
 

UK CITY ROOFING 

CONTRACTORS 

FLAT ROOFING 

SPECIALIST 
THREE LAYER HIGH PERFORMANCE BUILT 

UP FELT MASTIC ASPHALTING 

HIGH PERFORMANCE TORCH-ON-FELTING 
 

SLATING & TILING     ROOF  REPAIRS 

GUTTERING    UPVC FASCIAS & SOFFITTS 
 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
FREE ESTIMATES    FREE ADVICE     NO OBLIGATION 

 

Office: 01920 822 775  Martin : 07970 940 290 
Mark : 07973 835 449 

Ukcityroofing@btconnect.com 

 
 

 
 

 

R.Allison 
 

Landscapes & Maintenance 
01438 211848 / 07787762822   

 www.RAllisonLandScapes.co.uk 
 

Garden construction, Patios,  Driveways,  
Water features Turfing, Fencing, Brickwork, 

Pergolas, Topiary, Decking, 
 

Tree surgery, All Garden Services Provided 
 
 

Free Quotations 
 

 

 
 

Open Mon - Fri 

8.45 am - 3.30 pm 

Phone 01920 830590 

  

LAMBRETTA & VESPA 
& OLD MOTORBIKES 

WANTED 
 

Old Motor Scooters and 
bikes for restoration & parts 

 

Stuart 0794 1514122 
stuarbutcher01@aol.com 

 
 

LED GARDEN LIGHTS 
 

Affordable and easy to 
install 

 

Free site visits & design 
services available 

 

Local company 
Call Phil on 0800 037 2975 

tols.co.uk 

Architectural Services 
Free Consultation + Comprehensive written quote 

Design – Concept 
Feasibility – Planning 

Building Regulations – Detailed Drawings 
Project Management – Design & Build 

 

Residential & Commercial 
Mb 07814 146779   www.room-by-room.co.uk 

 

 

 

TAI CHI / 
QIGONG 

In HERTFORD 

and on  ZOOM  
with Liz Welch 

01992 550405 
info@lizwelch.co.uk 

www.lizwelch.co.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.strongbasedriveways.co.uk/
mailto:Ukcityroofing@btconnect.com
http://www.lizwelch.co.uk/


 

   
AUSTIN’S 

 

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
Serving the community since 1700 

 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

PRIVATE  CHAPELS 

PRE –PAYMENT FUNERAL PLANS 

 
 

AUSTIN’S,  48 St Andrews St, Hertford 

 
01992 582052 

www.austins.co.uk 

funerals@austins.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

  

   

   

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 Triographics 
 Printers Limited 

 

121 London Rd, Knebworth 

SG3 6EX 
 

Digital Printers 
 

01438 811905  fax 01438 814173 
alantriog@aol.com 

Hertfordshire Spanish 

School 
Fun group lessons to 

learn Spanish! Ware, 

Hertford and 

Watton at Stone 

07510 785959 

hertsspanishschool@hotmail.com 
www.hertfordshirespanishschool.co.uk 

 

  

 

 
 

Babysitting Service/ 
school holidays 

 
 

Many years experience 

DBS and First Aid Cert. 

Contact Ines 
quinteroines@yahoo.co.uk 

07926 060891 

FARMERS MARKET 
Woolmer Green 

 

Selling fresh produce and crafts 
 

Fourth Sunday of the month 
9.30am to 1pm 

Village Hall, Hall Lane 
Woolmer Green, Herts, SG3 6XA 

0370 777 6132 
woolmergreenpc.org.uk  

 Richard  Parsons 
FRENCH POLISHER & 

FURNITURE 

 RESTORER 

Antiques, Pianos 

Modern Furniture 

Full Repair Service 
 

27 St Martins Rd 

Knebworth, SG3 6ER 

Tel: 01438 812200 
07946 422151 

www.rparsons.com 

 

 

The Nigel Poulton 
Community Hall 
          Watton–at-Stone 
 

Main Hall / Pavilion / Meeting Room & 
Changing Rooms for hire 
 

contact Abi Brown 07493 097867 or  
clerk@watton-pc.org.uk  

 

 
 
 

 Triographics 
 Printers Limited 

 

121 London Rd, Knebworth 

SG3 6EX 
 

Digital Printers 
 

01438 811905  fax 01438 814173 
alantriog@aol.com 

 

  

 

Hypnotherapy 
Stress, Anxiety, 

Phobias, etc. 
 

Lee-Anne@hertfordhypnotherapy .co.uk 

www.hertfordhypnotherapy.co.uk 
 

Tel: 07919 441564 
 

Based in Watton at Stone 

 
 

HERTFORD TV SERVICE 
Freeview TV Aerial Installations, Repairs & Extra TV Points 
SkyQ / Sky+HD / Freesat Satellite Specialists, Magic Eyes 

TV, Audio & DVD Repairs  
TV & Soundbar Wall Installations, Hidden Cables 

CCTV systems in HD, View offsite on Smart Phone/Tablet App 
Wireless Burglar Alarm Security Systems 

Sonos Multiroom Audio, WiFi Access Points 
Tel:   01992 552955 

   www.hertfordtvservice.co.uk                      family business est. 1979 

Watton Memorial Hall 
118 High Street,  Watton at Stone 

 

Large Main Hall with Stage, Small Rear Hall, ,Kitchen 

 and Large Car Park 
 

FOR HIRE by Individuals, Clubs and Groups 
 

For more information contact: 

Christine Grant on 07816 023746 
 

JEAV Electrical 
Watton at Stone 

 

Electrical installations/repairs 
NICEIC registered 

Andrew Powell 
 

01920 830140  

 07771 655927 
jeavelectrical@btinternet.com 

 

 

 Clare’s 
Cat 

Feeding 
Service 

Qualified Veterinary Nurse 
 

0777 902 6182 
96 High St, Watton at Stone 

 

HCPC Registered Audiologist 

Ear Wax Removal, Hearing Assessments,Hearing Aids & More 

2 St Andrew Street, Hertford, SG14 1JA 
01992 877666  hertfordhearing@outlook.com 

 

 

Tracie Harris Living 

Clinical Hypnotherapist 
NLP & CBT Therapy 

 

sessions for children 
teenagers & adults 

 

Free consultations 
07957 421739 

www.tracieharrisliving.com 

 

 

Music 

Tuition 

Brass | Theory 
 

Paul Cutler 

07985 143 765 
paul.cutler23@ntlworld.com 

Professional Carpet 
& Upholstery Cleaning  

 

Stain & odour removal 
Rug Cleaning 

Leather care, Scotchguard 
Fully insured - Free Quotes 

Contact Duncan 07958729074 

dharris25@hotmail.co.uk 
www.dharriscleaniing.co.uk 

 

 
 
 

 
  Wedding | Celebration cakes 

Watton At Stone, Herts  
07939 554 242 

www.angelajanecakedesign.co.uk 
info@angelajanecakedesign.co.uk 

 
 

07939 554 242 
 

Peter Worby 
 

ANTIQUES 
RESTORATION 

40 years experience 
All Repairs, Polishing 

Fully Insured,  Free Estimates 

Tel: 01920 821973 
peterworby56@gmail.com 

 

Time Warp Collectables 
Collector wants to buy 

Old watches, Steam engines, 
 old motorcycles,  model aero engines 

 
07974 088812 

colin1417@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.austins.co.uk/
mailto:funerals@austins.co.uk
mailto:quinteroines@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Lee-Anne@hertfordhypnotherapy.co.uk
http://www.hertfordhypnotherapy.co.uk/
http://www.hertfordtvservice.co.uk/
mailto:dharris25@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.angelajanecakedesign.co.uk/
mailto:peterworby56@gmail.com


 

  
 

 
01438532231 

Info@mead-maintenance.co.uk  

 
    

 

  

 
 

 

kn 
 

  

WATERFORD 
VILLAGE HALL 

FOR HIRE 
 

By individuals, groups and clubs 
at reasonable rates. 

Modern Kitchen, Large Car Park 
Can accommodate 80+ people in 

comfort. 
For further information visit 

www.waterfordvillagehall.co.uk 

 

 

 

T.J.LANDSCAPES 
We do 

Turfing 
Brickwork 

Patios 
Block Paving 

Fencing 
For fast friendly service 

 

Call – 07956 989617 
 

  

 

To advertise contact 
Ian Knight 

Iancknight31@gmail.com 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 DW     
Building, Carpentry 
and Maintenance 

Darren Wareham 
 

Mobile 07732 012298 
Email  dwbuildingcarpentry@gmail.com 

 

Herts Language  

Tuition 
One–to-one French and 

Spanish lessons 
Adults, KS3 and GCSE  

Exam prep 
info@hertslanguagetuition.com 

07599 841 352 

 Also available

  

 

Pinnacle Catering Hire 
Crockery – Cutlery – Glasses 

Tables – Chairs – Table linen and much more 

Call Sara Vallance  07976 246332 
pinnaclecateringhire@live.co.uk 

www.pinnaclecateringhire.com 

 

Curtains & Blinds 
Middlemarch 

Interiors 
 

We offer a free 60min 
design consultation to 

measure and quote with no 
obligation. 

One window or whole house 
 

07496 885139 
www.middlemarchinteriors.co.u

k 

 

 

Feel Body Strong 
 

Fitness, nutrition, and healthy habits for all 

Face to face Personal Training 

Face to face Strength and Fitness Pilates clsses 
For more info contact 

Louisa Smith  07903819540 or info@feelbodystrong.com 

 

 

ABBOTS TAXIS 
Your local licensed taxi 

service from Datchworth 
4 & 8 seater taxis with 

wheelchair accessibility 
 

www.abbotstaxis.co.uk 
 

0330 22 33 556 local call rates 

 

 

 

    

HERTFORD PLANNING SERVICE 
A multi-discipline Practice 

providing Architectural/Planning 
services, specialising in  
alterations/extensions/ 

loft conversions/new build and 
appeals 

01992 552 173 
contact@hertfordplanning.co.uk 

 

S.P.Saban Ltd 
 

UPVC Doors, Windows, 
Fascias, Soffits, 

Bargeboards, Cladding 
 

All work backed by  
10yr guarantee 

 
01920 462343 

 
 

Sue Elmes 
ALTERATION SPECIALIST 

 

Professional, friendly 
service 

 

01920 830300 
07973 149520 

 

 

 

 

 

Believe    Nurture    Enlighten 

Preparing well-rounded individuals for the world 

ARRANGE A TOUR – 01992583341 

www.stapleford.herts.sch.uk 

 

Instagram & Facebook: staplefordprimaryschool     

  Twitter: @staplefordps 

 

  

COUNTING KIDS 

 
Introducing the magic of 
Maths to pre-schoolers 

Ages 2 – 4 years 
 

07889 477801 
Olivia@countingkids.co.uk 

Emily Rose 
The Hair & Beauty Boutique  

Tue 9am – 7pm 

Wed 9am – 5.30pm 

Thur 9am – 7pm 

Fri 9am – 5pm 

Sat 8.30am – 5pm 
 

36a High St 

Watton at Stone 

Tel 01920 830354 
 
 
 

Tel 01920 830354 

 

http://www.waterfordvillagehall.co.uk/
mailto:pinnaclecateringhire@live.co.uk
mailto:info@feelbodystrong.com
http://www.abbotstaxis.co.uk/
mailto:contact@hertfordplanning.co.ukk


 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

   

   

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

S T U D I O    C   A R C H I T E C T S     L I M I T E D 

Architectural Design Services 

FREE CONSULTATION 
PROFESSIONAL AND PERSONABLE APPROACH 

PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATIONS  
ALTERATION, RENOVATION, REFURBISHMENT 

NEW BUILDS & EXTENSIONS 
TENDER AND CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION 

Sarah Coughlan 

BA(Hons)Arch Pg.Dip(Plym) RIBA 

 01920 413 302 

 Sarahcoughlan@studio-c-architects.com     www.studio-c-architects.com 
 

 ACORN PEST 

CONTROL 

 

20 years experience in Pest 
Control.  

Same price as council but quicker 
response 

 

Michael Jackson 
077 1049 4186 

 
 

Live, interactive MUSIC classes for pre-school children 
Datchworth Village Hall 

Thursday mornings during term time Toddlers - 10am 

Babies - 10.50am 
www.minimozart.com          emma@minimozart.com 

 

 

Laura J PILATES 

 

Pilates classes in Watton for all ages and abilities, pre natal & 
post natal, children, seniors & orthopaedic conditions 
Monday  9.15 am Mixed Ability  10.30am Silverlates 

Wednesday 9.15 am Mixed Ability  10.30am Beginners 
Thursday  7pm Mixed ability / intermediate 

1-2-1 Mat and REFORMER sessions available 
www.laurajpilates.com   laura@laurajpilates.com 

07710408974 

 

 

Kim’s Foot 
Health Care 

Home visiting service, 
treatment in the comfort of 
your home, nails cut, corns, 

callous/hard skin  
kimsfootcare@hotmail.com 

07505 142 102 
 
 
 

 

TreeSmiths 

OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE AND CLEANING 
Grass * Patio * Gutters * Driveways * Fencing 

Sheds/Cabins Construction * Driveway, Patio Cleaning 

ONE OFF PROJECTS 
Handyman Services * Garden Projects * Decorating 

Assembling Furniture * Shed Construction 
07989 598270 

 

 

WINDOW & GUTTER 

CLEANING 

Contact Dane – 07593 013494 
dane@servucare.co.uk 

 
Bloom & Grow 

Gardens 

All garden maintenance 
undertaken 

Weeding, pruning, hedge trimming, 
planting, border edging, mulching, leaf 

clearance. 
Female gardener – trained and fully 

insured 
Jenny 07984 468613 or 

bloomgrowgardens@outlook.com 
 

 

 

 
 

 Come and join us for a 

Reformer  Pilates  class at 

our beautiful new studio in 

Stapleford 

www.akashawellness.co. 

01279 757633 

 

 

 

Watton at Stone based Removals Company 

Fully Insured 

Catering for all your Removal Needs 

Short and Long Distance Moves – free home visit quotes 

DAN 01920 413449 / 07496 856 863 

wizzremovals@outlook.com   www.wizzremovals.co.uk 

 

 

Greenwood Tree Care 
Pruning, Reducing, Felling, Removal, 

Hedge Cutting 
Free Quotations, Competitive prices, 

 NPTC Qualified 
Adam Welch 

Tel: 01920 830719 Mob: 07881 902827 
 

 

The Bull 

01920 831032 

Coffee & pastries 
Freshly prepared & seasonal food 

Great ales & guest beers 
Family Garden, patio & play area 

113 High Street, Watton at Stone, SG14 3SB 
www.thebullwatton.co.uk 

 

T.A.D Beauty 

Mobile beautician  
Nails – Lashes – Massage – 

Facials 
 

Instagram: t.a.d.beauty 

Tina: 07535681449  

tinadorton@icloud.com 
 

RAY’S OF SUNSHINE 

 

*Painting *Coving *Tiling 
*Laminate Flooring 

*Wallpaper  Hanging  *Carpentry 
*General Maintenance 

 
CALL RAY – FREE ESTIMATES 

01438 214178  07837 487922 
 

 

 

www.grassrootslandscapes.co.uk 

Garden Landscape Design, Construction & Maintenance, est. 2000 
Regular garden maintenance slots available 

01920 832 210 

enquiries@grassrootslandscapes.co.uk 
 

HOME AND GARDEN 

 

Professional Home and Garden 
Services 

Exterior Landscaping, 
Fencing, Decking and Maintenance 

Interior Decorating, Tiling and general 
home improvements 

Mark Blacktin 
07967006716 or 01920 830211 

 

 

 

Traditional 
Joinery 

 

Specialising 
in 

Box & sash 
windows 
Doors & 

locks 

 
All joinery & carpentry 
Contact 07831 404960 

 

Bethany Warsop 

Photography 
Wedding, Family & Newborn 

Photographer 

Based in Hertford 
www.bethanywarsopphotography.com 

Inst bethanywarssopphotography 
Face   @bethanywarsopphtography 

07847 449991 

mailto:Sarahcoughlan@studio-c-architects.com
http://www.studio-c-architects.com/
http://www.minimozart.com/
mailto:emma@minimozart.com
http://www.laurajpilates.com/
http://www.akashawellness.co/
http://www.bethanywarsopphotography.com/

