POSSIBLE INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH PROJECT
suggested by Boyd Sims-Williams

My cousin’s daughter, Anthea, a graduate of Hatfield College, Durham University, and with a great interest in international development got married to Martin Gordon in 2008.. He grew up  in Durham.  After getting his degree, he worked for a time for Christian Aid. After they married, Martin trained for ministry and Anthea worked for an international aid charity. In 2014 Martin became a vicar in London (Diocese of Southwark).
In 2020 Anthea was pleased to accept a position working for Tearfund in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and, with their three children, they moved to Goma.  They were delayed for several months in Rwanda as the border between Rwanda and the DRC was closed. During this time, the (first) bishop of Goma, Desire Mukanirwa Katanda, described as a man “with a great heart for people and the Gospel” died of Covid.  
The diocese of Goma, only a few years old and very poor, was in a fragile state without its bishop, though under the care of the Archbishop. Martin preached in 2 different churches his first two Sundays and continued to help where he could. He was encouraged from the beginning by the faith filled vision of the pastors and evangelists who aren’t paid and generally have other jobs. The Rev. Martin Gordon was asked by the Archbishop to be Vicar General and share with him administrative and pastoral responsibilities until a new bishop could be elected. After more than a year of trying to find the right candidate, in an area of ongoing conflict on all fronts, Martin himself was selected, appointed and consecrated as the second Bishop of Goma, March 2023.
Clearly funding is a serious issue for this young Diocese. On their gordonsingoma.org  website Martin asks:
“Could you or your church partner with the Diocese of Goma?
Vision and funding priorities
Our unrestricted general funds amount to around £20,000 each year, which we use for some core staff salaries, our annual audit, legal, office and vehicle costs, diocesan meetings and some parish and clergy support. But, for much of our evangelism, parish development and training we rely on external funds. 
Four areas of our vision for the next 5 years where external financial support can have the greatest impact are.
Evangelism – Our vision over the next 5 years is to plant at least 50 new churches across the diocese. And we’ve made a great start. Funding can help with training evangelists, evangelism campaigns, buying land and building churches.
Buying land and building churches – As we renovate old church buildings and build new ones, our vision is that every parish has its own land (and legal documents), church building and a pastor’s house. The diocese acquires the land (anywhere between a couple of goats and £15,000 depending on location) and the local believers to lay the foundations, build the walls and provide the furniture. The Diocese then helps them with the roof which costs between £1,500 and £2,000.
Training – For various reasons such as poor education, hurried ordinations or simply lack of resources - we have an urgent need of training and retraining our clergy and staff in a number of priority areas: preaching, parish management, chaplaincy, conflict-resolution, Sunday school ministry, marriage and resource-mobilisation.
Books and Bibles – we have the aim of massively increasing the number of believers in our churches who have their own Bibles and prayer books, as well as continuing to provide all theology students with a bundle of essential books when they graduate.

Could you put a roof on one of our rural parishes once the congregation has laid the foundation and built the walls? 
Could your church help open a health centre where people currently have to walk 5km to get to the nearest health professional? 
Could you contribute to the funding needed to train the chaplains in our 109 schools?  
Could your church support training in conflict-resolution in every parish? 
Could you buy the land on which we want to plant one of 50 new churches? Or build a house for one of our archdeacons?”

Might the needs of the fledgling and challenged Diocese of Goma be a possible project for St. Oswald’s outreach fund raising?
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