The Collect and Gospel Reading appointed for the Second Sunday before Advent

Heavenly Father,
whose blessed Son was revealed
to destroy the works of the devil
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life:
grant that we, having this hope,
may purify ourselves even as he is pure;
that when he shall appear in power and great glory
we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom;
where he is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from St Luke’s Gospel, chapter 21, verses 5-19

Some of Jesus’ disciples were remarking about how the temple 
was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. 
But Jesus said, 
“As for what you see here, 
the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; 
every one of them will be thrown down.” 
“Teacher,” they asked, 
“when will these things happen? 
And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?” 
He replied: 
“Watch out that you are not deceived.
For many will come in my name, claiming, 
‘I am he,’ and ‘The time is near.’ 
Do not follow them.
When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened. 
These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away.” 
Then he said to them: 
“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, 
and fearful events and great signs from heaven. 
“But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. 
They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, 
and you will be brought before kings and governors, 
and all on account of my name. 
This will result in your being witnesses to them. 
But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 
For I will give you words and wisdom 
that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 
You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, 
and they will put some of you to death. 
All men will hate you because of me. 
But not a hair of your head will perish. 
By standing firm you will gain life.”






Pause for Thought…

At the beginning of this Sunday’s Gospel reading, some of Jesus’ disciples, walking with him through the streets of Jerusalem, remarked on how beautiful the Temple looked…

The ancient Jewish historian Josephus described it this way…
The outward face of the Temple wanted nothing that was likely to surprise either men’s minds 
or their eyes: for it was covered all over with of plates of gold of great weight, and, at the first rising of the sun, reflected back a very fiery splendour, and made those who forced themselves to look upon it to turn their eyes away, just as they would have done at the sun’s own rays.

It must have been quite a sight – putting even the most glorious of our church buildings literally 
in the shade!

But as he looked at the Temple with his friends, Jesus predicted that the time would come 
when it would be totally destroyed – a prediction which came true when the Romans robbed, ransacked and wrecked the place (along with much of the city) less than forty years later in AD70.

Jesus went on to predict that wars and all kinds of natural disasters would soon afflict all nations – and also prophesied terrible persecution of those who believed in him – 
because they believed in him.

But Jesus taught his friends that when these things happened - even in these dark times to come - they need have no fear, for he would give them the words and the wisdom to use in their defence and that, even though they might face death for their faith, their eternal destiny would be safe 
with him. No matter what trials and troubles were ranged against them, if they stood firm, 
they would gain life.

Trust in the Temple wouldn’t save them.
Trust in its rites and rituals wouldn’t save them.
Trust in the rules and regulations surrounding Temple worship wouldn’t save them.
Within just a few years they would all be gone.

Only trust in Jesus and standing firm in their faith would save them.

We rightly love our wonderful church buildings. 
From the greatest cathedral to the smallest chapel, we treasure them as places in which we meet to pray and worship, to learn and share fellowship. 
We think of them as Houses of God and revere them as such – just as the ancient Jews thought 
of the Jerusalem Temple as the House of God and revered it as such. 

But it is a serious mistake to confine God within the walls of a church or any building.
It’s a serious mistake to base our faith around stones, bricks and mortar
- no matter how beautifully they might be arranged.
It’s a serious mistake to put our trust even in the rites and rituals we practice in church – 
no matter how much we value and enjoy them.

Buildings – even the most beautiful and treasured - are passing things – 
as all human creations are – 
and will one day be gone.

But the saving grace of God 
expressed in the life, teaching, death and resurrection of Jesus is eternal – 
and it’s in that grace 
and on Jesus himself 
that we must place 
our trust, 
our faith, 
our hope for the future…
