Dear Church

I need to let you know that I will be leaving Accrington at the end of this year.  I firmly believe it is time to move on.

It has been a wonderful 4 years of ministry and, of course, there have also been many challenges along the way.

I will be sad to move on, in so many ways, and I will miss the chance to partner with each of you in the gospel, but at the same time I am also excited at the opportunities that lie ahead – both for me and for the church. 

You might be aware that I have already planned to be on Sabbatical from January-March. After much thought and prayer, Richard and I have decided that the best timing is to finish here on the 28th December and so I will not return after my sabbatical. This allows both me and you to fully engage with the new season.

Some of you will know that we completed our retreat/retirement home in Cumbria last year.  It was always our intention to move in at some point, and through prayer and discernment, and support from the Bishops of Blackburn, we believe the time is now.  I have been approached to consider a new ministry opportunity in Carlisle diocese. 

I am sure some of you will have questions and concerns about what happens next.  I will work hard over the next 2 months with the ministry team and with the support of PCC to ensure the best possible Transition.  +Bishop Jill wanted me to assure you that the Bishops have a strong desire to see our churches thrive and will be doing everything they can to make that happen.

There will be time for us to say our farewells and there’s still quite a few things I want to guide through, so I won’t be slowing down (just yet).

I want to end by thanking each of you for your support and your service in our Parish.  The parish is more than the people who lead and serve, and I am confident that God will lead and guide us all into the next chapter of our lives.

May God bless you
Amanda
