21st Sunday after Trinity C Bilb, LM and Tock BCP
Who’s not up for an easy life, who has recently had to reluctantly say ‘well go on then, but just this once’? There are just times when we can’t face the attrition, the fight and perhaps the tantrums in the supermarket, and reluctantly we cave in and then regret it for the hours, days and even months afterwards. But on the other hand, who hasn’t been persistent when they are wanting to see the doctor, when they are wanting to get something or do something that somebody else is trying to prevent. 
When we do persist, are we doing so just out of thinking that we are deserving or just being pig headed. ‘I want never gets’ is a saying I am sure I used on multiple occasions with my children and those I looked after as they grew up. But as we all know, enough I wants sometimes has it’s desired effect. 
The readings set for today are slightly confusing but hopefully thought provoking. They are all about faithful endurance, about knowing what is right and going on and on until the desired response is achieved. The woman in the story has this faithful endurance, and she perhaps has very good reason to get the result she wants, it might mean the difference to a life with hope rather than one at the bottom of the social ladder. 
She would not normally be listened to, after all it was a male dominated world that she lived in. Normally it would have been her husband or a male relative who would have done the bargaining and persuading for her, but she is on her own and she is determined that the correct justice will be done, and she is not going to give up until it is. She ignores her own low status compared to that of the judge; she ignores all the conventions of behaviour, and she goes on and on in a relentless way.  
Whereas the judge, who is there to administer justice, doesn’t actually seem to care about the justice in this case, all it seems he is concerned with is having an easy life. He is lazy and faithless, he perhaps does end up doing what is right, but up against somebody who is less forthright and strong in their own convictions, he might have been tempted to take the easy option which might also have been the wrong one. 
Which of these two attitudes, Jesus asks, will he find amongst his followers. Will they have given in to convenience and the desire for a quiet life and have gently dropped the stringent demands of the gospel, or will they still be faithful, and push and push for what they truly believe? Will they still be pushing and pushing in trying to lead a Christ-like life?
This faithfulness is the hallmark of Timothy’s ministry. The steady tradition of right belief into which he was born is to be the thread that holds his community together. Clearly there are those within his community who are willing to listen, but unfortunately some are also willing to listen to words from others as well; they have no qualms in taking what they deem to be the best bits from all of the different religions being sold to them, bits which were the easiest to follow, and then they add all these easy bits to make up their own religion to fit with their own wishes and desires. Who here has, at times, taken the easy option when it comes to their faith? Who has kept quiet about their faith when it may have made a difference to others? 
But in response to their pick and mix type of faith Timothy tries to pour out a positive torrent of proper teaching, the attractive bits as well as the less attractive areas. Timothy didn’t have the time to wait for an opportune moment, an easy way into somebody’s life, because the situation was too urgent and there weren’t enough evangelists preaching and sharing the good news at the time. This is his ministry, this is his time, the older generation, represented by Paul, is now formally handing on the task to Timothy’s generation.  In Timothy it seems they have somebody they can trust to be faithful and to have the endurance to carry it through.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Many bibles use the translation God breathed rather than the words God inspired as used in this translation from the NRSV Bible. God breathed takes us back to God breathing life into Adam, and through his teaching Timothy is saying that other’s too can have the life of God breathed into them also. That through scripture God can breathe life into us, can form us and nourish us and enable us to live as faithful disciples. But to have God breathe on us we need to get close to him first so we can feel his breath.
Persistence in anything, whatever it is, does not come easily. But prayer like our heartbeat, needs to be regular and constant, a quiet rhythm pulsing faithfully under all our other activities. And if you haven’t found, or can’t find a rhythm of prayer, the prayer app Karen was recently told about and is on the pew sheet, is perhaps a simple and succinct way to start regularly looking at scripture and praying. No persistence is needed, it’s all down for you to read or hear, and only takes a few minutes. The only persistence you need is to download it onto a phone or such like.
Wherever and whenever you can, though, find a time with no distractions, sit still for a moment or perhaps walk behind your lawnmower, and spend some time in conversation with God. Life is not meant to be easy, and contrary to many people’s thoughts, and perhaps wishes, a faith in God will not prevent the bad things happening, will not prevent illness and death, sadness and temptation, conflict and anger; what a persistent and strong faith in God does give is a reason for those feelings and a way of coming to terms with them.
Like the widow in the parable, it is often the poorest members of the Christian Church who teach the wider body how to live with the tensions of having a faith. This encounter between an unjust judge and the lowly widow is a story to say that if somebody as unjust as the judge can be goaded into making the right decision for someone, how much more will our loving God, our righteous judge who doesn’t need goading, reach out in compassion to those who seek his help. 
We are asked to be persistent in prayer, to not lose heart, and ultimately to be rooted in confidence in the faithfulness of God. God is beyond good, and you just need to hold onto that knowledge as you struggle to spend time with him. And when The Son of Man comes, may the answer to the question set at the end of the Gospel reading be the same as Bob the Builder, Yes he Can. Yes, Jesus will find faith on earth, a faith being shared and rejoiced by us all. 
