November 2025 Vicar’s Column

From the Vicar’s desk…

November is the month in which the lighting of Candles marks the beginning and the ending of the month. 

The First of November is All Saints’ Day, which is an important day in the life of the church because we remember everyone living and departed who have helped form us in some way, giving thanks to God for them. As this day is a big day of celebration, we use candles because candles are symbolic with celebrating. Candles are associated with celebration due to them being used to give light and warmth to a place, and often joy, especially in the days before central heating and electric lighting. 

The next day, the Second is All Souls day. It is when we remember before God all those who have died before us. During All Souls Services candles are lit to help us remember the person(s) we miss and offer them and our ongoing grieve to God asking for his comfort and peace. Moreover, candles are lit as a mark of respect that that person(s) although they are no longer with us, they are not forgotten. 

Finally on the last day of the month, the Thirtieth, is Advent Sunday - the church’s new year and start of the countdown to Christmas. On this day and every Sunday of Advent thereafter, we light a candle. Each time we light a candle on the Advent Wreath we are helping to prepare ourselves for Christmas. We do this by remembering different people each Sunday. The group of people we remember first are the Patriarchs – the first ones to know God – giving thanks for their life, witness and experience, and asking God to help us follow their example. 

This November there is a nice symmetry between the first and last weekends, where we remember the people who have gone before us, both in our own lives and in the life of the church, giving thanks for their experiences of life and their help in forming us. 

Therefore, I wonder who the people in our lives we are thankful for, and how, especially if they are alive, can we show our thanks and appreciation to them for the impact they have had on us. We can do this through lighting a candle, as well as sending them a letter, card, or text message among other ways. 

Your friend and Vicar, 
Lewis
