

The Collect and Gospel Reading appointed for the Fourth Sunday before Advent

Almighty and eternal God,
you have kindled the flame of love
in the hearts of the saints:
grant to us the same faith and power of love,
that, as we rejoice in their triumphs,
we may be sustained by their example and fellowship;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from St Luke’s Gospel, chapter 19, verses 1-10

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; 
he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 
He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. 
So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 
When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 
So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 
All the people saw this and began to mutter, 
“He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner’.” 
But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, 
“Look, Lord! 
Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, 
and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, 
I will pay back four times the amount.” 
Jesus said to him, 
“Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 
For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”

Pause for Thought…

Jesus was always getting in trouble with the Jewish religious authorities for mixing with people they thought were unsuitable, unsavoury and unacceptable. 
But he would have none of it and continued to meet with the people that polite society considered as outcasts – with “tax-collectors and sinners” as they called them. 
In today’s Gospel reading, we find Jesus meeting with an actual tax-collector, Zacchaeus, 
and we read of the remarkable, miraculous effect that meeting Jesus had on him.
As Jesus said on another occasion when he was being criticised for mixing
with the wrong kind of people…
There is more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.
(or who don’t think they need to…like the Pharisees he was talking to at the time…)

