       A Short Service for Use at Home at All Souls Tide

Introduction 

In this service of worship and commemoration
we remember our departed loved ones 
and we give thanks for their lives 
and all that they have been to us. 
We do this in the presence of God 
and his continuing love for us all, 
living and departed.
  
		Prayers of Penitence

		Christ calls us 
		to share the heavenly banquet of his love 
		with all the saints in earth and heaven. 
		Knowing our unworthiness and sin, 
		let us ask from him 
		both mercy and forgiveness.

		God of mercy, 
		we acknowledge that we are all sinners. 
		We turn from the wrong that we have thought and said and done, 
		and are mindful of all that we have failed to do. 
		For the sake of Jesus, 	who died for us, 
		forgive us all that is past, 
		and help us to live each day in the light of Christ our Lord.  Amen.
	
		May the God of love and power 
		forgive us and free us from our sins,
 		heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 
		and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.  Amen.

		Collect
	
		Heavenly Father, 
		in your Son Jesus Christ, 
		you have given us a true faith and a sure hope. 
		Strengthen this faith and hope in us all our days, 
		that we may live as those who believe 
		in the communion of saints, 
		the forgiveness of sins, 
		and the resurrection to eternal life; 
		through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
	
	
First Bible Reading (see separate page)

	Verses from Psalm 27
	
	The Lord is my light and my salvation;
	whom then shall I fear? 
	The Lord is the strength of my life;
	of whom then shall I be afraid?
	
	Though a host encamp against me,
	my heart shall not be afraid, 
	and though there rise up war against me,
	yet will I put my trust in him.
	
	One thing have I asked of the Lord
	and that alone I seek; 
	that I may dwell in the house of the Lord
	all the days of my life,
	to behold the fair beauty of the Lord 
	and to seek his will in his temple.
	
	For in the day of trouble
	he shall hide me in his shelter; 
	in the secret place of his dwelling 
	shall he hide me
	and set me high upon a rock.
	
	I believe that I shall see 
	the goodness of the Lord 
	in the land of the living.
	
	Wait for the Lord;
	be strong and he shall comfort your heart; 
	wait patiently for the Lord.

	Glory to the Father, 
	and to the Son, 
	and to the Holy Spirit: 
	as it was in the beginning, is now, 
	and shall be for ever. Amen.
	
	Second Bible Reading (see separate page)
	
	

Prayers

In peace let us pray to the Lord

Jesus, bread from heaven, 
you satisfy the hungry with good things: 
grant us a share 
with all the faithful departed 
in the banquet of your kingdom.
Hear us, risen Lord, our resurrection and our life.

Jesus, light of the world, 
you gave the man born blind the gift of sight 
and opened the eyes of his faith: 
bring those in darkness 
to your eternal light and glory.
Hear us, risen Lord, our resurrection and our life.

Jesus, Son of the living God, 
you summoned your friend Lazarus 
from death to life: 
raise us at the last 
to full and eternal life with you.
Hear us, risen Lord, our resurrection and our life.
 
Jesus, crucified Saviour, 
in your dying you entrusted, 
each to the other, 
Mary your mother 
and John your beloved disciple: 
sustain and comfort all who mourn.
Hear us, risen Lord, our resurrection and our life.
 
Jesus, our way and truth and life, 
you drew your disciple Thomas 
from doubt to faith: 
reveal the resurrection faith 
to the doubting and the lost.
Hear us, risen Lord, our resurrection and our life.
 
May God in his infinite love and mercy 
bring the whole Church, 
living and departed in the Lord Jesus, 
to a joyful resurrection 
and the fulfilment of his eternal kingdom.  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer may be said

The Commemoration

You might like to light a candle in memory of departed loved ones 
and name them quietly before God…
 
After a few moments of silence, the following prayer may be said

Hear us, O merciful Father, 
as, with love and thanksgiving in our hearts,
we remember all those
whom we have placed in your safe keeping.
Acknowledge we pray, 
a sheep of your fold,
a lamb of your flock, 
a sinner of your redeeming.
Enfold them in the arms of your mercy,
in the glorious company of the saints in light.  Amen.

	The Commemoration concludes with the following…

All our laughter, all our sadness 
Safe now in God’s hands.
All our anger, all our gladness
Safe now in God’s hands.
All our stories, all our memories
Safe now in God’s hands.
Those we remember, those we love
Safe now in God’s hands.

The Service concludes with these words of praise

Unto him that is able to keep us from falling,
and to present us faultless 
before the presence of his glory
with exceeding joy, 
to the only wise God our Saviour, 
be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, 
both now and ever. 
Amen.

 


Bible Readings for All Souls Tide

The First Reading is taken from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah,
chapter 25, verses 6-9

On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare
a feast of rich food for all peoples,
a banquet of aged wine –
the best of meats and the finest of wines.
On this mountain he will destroy
the shroud that enfolds all peoples,
the sheet that covers all nations;
he will swallow up death for ever.
The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears
from all faces;
he will remove the disgrace of his people
from all the earth.
The LORD has spoken.
In that day they will say,
“Surely this is our God;
we trusted in him, and he saved us.
This is the LORD, we trusted in him;
let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.”

The Second Reading is taken from the Gospel according to St John,
chapter 6, verses 37-40

Jesus said, 	
“All that the Father gives me will come to me, 
and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 
For I have come down from heaven 
not to do my will 
but to do the will of him who sent me. 
And this is the will of him who sent me, 
that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, 
but raise them up at the last day. 
For my Father’s will 
is that everyone who looks to the Son 
and believes in him 
shall have eternal life, 
and I will raise them up at the last day.” 
