
 
 

Information about Deaf people in church and other resources 
www.churchofengland.org/resources/barrier-free-belonging/deaf-ministry-resources 
 
The weekly online Church of England service has in-vision BSL signing, giving Deaf 

people a wider experience of church life that would usually be unavailable to them.  
 
Speech to Text (STT) Apps on Smart Phones 
These are able to create text from the spoken word – a bit like live subtitles but directly on your 
phone. Most require a subscription, monthly or the number of minutes/ hours used. There are a 
few free apps but they tend to be more clumsy and have limited capabilities. It is a case of finding 
what works for your context.  
e.g. Ava, Otter, Rogervoice, Google live transcribe, Google live Caption, Hearing Helper, Live 
Transcribe (iOS) 

 https://christianbsl.com 
An amazing resource for Christian signs, music and prayers in BSL and 
includes the variation signs used in different Christian traditions / 
denominations.  

 
https://www.bsldailydevotions.co.uk 
 
Inspired by the American Deaf Missions’ Daily Devotions and 
encouraged by both his minster, Gill Behenna, and the Lord, Ramon 

Woolfe started the website after his own battles with cancer - “…I felt the need and the duty for 
this to be shared among our BSL signers in this country so that they can receive the Gospel.” The 
devotions are taken from ‘The Upper Room’ daily devotions resource 
 

https://www.gosign.org.uk 
 
A Deaf led organisation set up to support Deaf Sign language users deepen 
faith, integrate with local churches, build Christian community.  
 

 
www.signsofgod.org.uk 
 
 

To advance the use of British Sign Language in Christian settings and to promote and enable full 
participation in the Christian faith of people who use British Sign Language. 
 
They also hold a list of qualified Christian Interpreters so that if churches are looking for an 
interpreter for a regular service or one-off event they can contacted.  
 
 
Local Church Service for Deaf People in BSL 
Emmanual Church, Oxford Street, Weston Super Mare. 2nd Sunday of Month at 3pm.  
 
 
Books on Deaf History 
‘When the Mind Hears’ Harlan Lane (a comprehensive history of Deaf Education / Community) 
 
‘Everyone here spoke Sign Language’  Nora Ellen Groce (a history of Martha’s Vineyard and Sign 
Language) 
 
 



Tips for helping Churches to be Deaf aware 
 

1 in 6 people has a hearing loss. This figure increases to 1 in 3 people over the 
age of 60. This means it’s very likely that someone in your congregation will be 
deaf or hard of hearing. Ask them what would be helpful to enable them to have 
access to Church life. Here are a few tips to get you started 
 
1. If you have a sound system, test it frequently to make sure it is working. 
2. Make sure service leaders and preachers are trained to use a microphone 
properly 
3. If you have a Loop System fitted, check it is switched on and working. If you 
don’t have one – why not? Make sure there are notices to tell people there is a 
Loop system fitted. 
4. Consider where readings and prayers are led from. Sometimes, people lead 
prayers from the back of church. This is very unhelpful for people who need 
to lipread. 
5. Think about the lighting. Is there a window behind the leader or preacher? 
That can make it difficult to see to see a person’s face, so hard to lip read. 
6. Ask whether anyone needs extra support such as written notes of the 
sermon. If so, make sure these are provided before the service starts. 
7. Deaf people who use British Sign Language (BSL) may need a BSL/English 
Interpreter. (See the information sheet on this page: working with 
interpreters) 
8. Don’t leave Deaf or hard of hearing people out of any social interaction. Learn 
some basic communication skills – see below 
 
Communication skills 
Everybody can lip read but Deaf people often rely on it for normal conversation. 
Here are some of the rules of communication to help people who are trying to lip 
read: 
1. Face the Deaf person and make eye contact 
2. Speak clearly but don’t over emphasise words 
3. Speak at a reasonable pace – don’t slow down too much or the normal 
rhythm of speech will be disrupted 
4. Don’t put anything in front of your face (check that beards are trimmed!) 
5. Don’t keep repeating the same phrase over and over if the Deaf person hasn’t 
understood it. Think of another way of saying what you are trying to 
communicate 
6. Don’t shout! It’s pointless! 
7. Don’t stand with your back to a window or a light. 
8. Use some gestures – or learn BSL. 


