
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Readings and Weekly Notices for the Parish of 

St. Peter’s,  Great Totham 

Ninth Sunday after Triinity 

Sunday 17th August 2025  

  

Diary for Week Commencing Monday 18th August 2025 

Mon 18  09:30  Private Function in the Church Extension  

Tue  19  09:30  Private Function in the Church Extension 

Wed 20  19:30  Gt.  Totham Community Choir in the Church Extension 

Fri 22  19:45  Great Totham Bell Ringing Practice 

Sat 23  10:00  Coffee Morning at the Honywood 

Sun 24  10:00  Morning Service of the Word (No Sunday Club in August) 

Sun  24  18:00  Evensong via ‘Zoom’ Contact Sue Godsmark    

Forthcoming events: 

Saturday 27 Sep 10:00  Coffee Morning at The Honywood 

  

                            DONATIONS 

To donate to St Peter’s Church:   Scan the QR code; 

make a BACS payment to St Peter's Church Great Totham 

(sort code 20-54-30, account number 20882739); 

send a cheque (payable to ‘St Peter’s Church, Great Totham’) 

to 25 Eaton Way, CM9 8EE or use the link on our website: 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6657/ 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect 

Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your Church: 

open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may bring forth the fruit 

of the Spirit in love and joy and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever.  Amen. 

  

  First Reading Jeremiah 23. 23-29 
23 Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? 24 Who can hide in 

secret places so that I cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and 

earth? says the Lord. 25 I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy 

lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ 26 How long? Will the 

hearts of the prophets ever turn back -those who prophesy lies, and who 

prophesy the deceit of their own heart? 27 They plan to make my people forget 

my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors 

forgot my name for Baal. 28 Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream but 

let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in 

common with wheat? says the Lord. 29 Is not my word like fire, says the Lord, 

and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 

This is the word of the Lord. - Thanks be to God. 

New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA) 

Second Reading Hebrews 11. 29 – 12.2 

The Faith of Other Israelite Heroes 
29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, 

but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 30 By faith the 

walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. 31 By faith 

Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because 

she had received the spies in peace. 32 And what more should I say? For time 

would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel 

and the prophets - 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered 

justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched raging fire, 

escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty 

in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received their dead by 

resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to 

obtain a better resurrection. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging,  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Luke 12. 49-56 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N 

Glory to you, Oh Lord. 

Jesus the Cause of Division 
49 ‘I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50 I 

have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is 

completed! 51 Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I 

tell you, but rather division! 52 From now on, five in one household will be 

divided, three against two and two against three; 53 they will be divided: father 

against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against 

mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against 

mother-in-law.’ 

Interpreting the Time 
54 He also said to the crowds, ‘When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 

immediately say, “It is going to rain”; and so it happens. 55 And when you see the 

south wind blowing, you say, “There will be scorching heat”; and it happens. 56 

You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, 

but why do you not know how to interpret the present time? 

This is the Gospel of the Lord - Praise to you, O Christ. 
Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA)  

and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned to death, they 

were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of 

sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented - 38 of whom the world was 

not worthy.  They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in 

the ground. 39 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not 

receive what was promised, 40 since God had provided something better so that 

they would not, without us, be made perfect.  

The Example of Jesus 
1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 

lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with 

perseverance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus the pioneer and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right 

hand of the throne of God. 

This is the word of the Lord. - Thanks be to God. 

New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA) 

 
 



 

Notices: If you wish to include any item on the weekly ‘Notices’ please 

contact Chris Munton E-Mail cmmunton@ukmm.com 01621 891817 

who also maintains the consolidated diary for the Church, Church 

Extension and The Honywood.  

Please inform ALL bookings to avoid the possibility of any conflicts.  

  

  

PARISH CONTACTS 

Benefice Administrator:   07908 776750  

 Rosie Pollock:      office.blackwaterbenefice@gmail.com 

Diocesan Safeguarding Team:   01245 294444 

Parish Safeguarding Representative: Vacancy  

Churchwarden:    Vacancy 

In your prayer’s this week please include: 

Our ‘Friendship Church’ - Bragernes Kirke, Drammen, Norway. 

John Gladdish,  Nina Pearce,  Peter Roast. 

Those who have recently died and their families:          Jeanne Shrimpton. 

  

  

The Prayer for Peace in the World 

Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed; kindle in the 

hearts of all people the true love of peace; and guide with your pure and peaceful 

wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; that in tranquillity 

your kingdom may go forward, till the earth is filled with the knowledge of thy 

love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Leading your church into growth - a prayer. 

God of mission, who alone brings growth to your church, send your Holy Spirit 

to give vision to our planning, wisdom to our actions, joy to our worship, and 

power to our witness. Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual 

commitment to you, and in service to our local community, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 


