
 
Upcoming dates 

 
Monday 18 August 

11.00am Interment of ashes 
Holy Cross, Tetcott 

 
Tuesday 19 August 
2.30pm Handbells 

St. Mary’s, Black Torrington 
7.00pm Visiting bell ringers 
St. Mary’s, Black Torrington 

 
Wednesday 20 August  

10.00am Morning Prayer 
St. Mary’s, Black Torrington 

11.00am Puzzle making, coffee and cake 
 St. Mary’s, Black Torrington 

 
Sunday 24 August 

11.00am Holy Communion 
St. Alban, Beaworthy 

6.30pm Morning Prayer 
Bible Study, Highampton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Commentary 

 
The readings this week pull no punches. Full on hell and 
destruction, fire and damnation. We rightly focus on a 
god of compassion, gentleness, forgiveness and one who 
has the power to literally change us. There is also an 
‘awesomeness’, our Elizabethan ancestors, using the 
term correctly, would have said, ‘awfulness’ (meaning 
dread-ness). Our God is not a puppy, or a gentle breeze 
on a summer day. He literally threw stars into space and 
nailed himself to a cross, he broke hell open and beat 
back forever the hordes of Saturn. He is not to be taken 
lightly.  Paul. 
  
 

Please pray for:  
All who have died recently and their friends and 

families, including Joan Thomas, Highampton and Gerrie 
Smithers, Black Torrington. 

 
Those who are ill, including Ian, Helen, Steve, Cathy, 
Andrew, Peter, Stewart, Ted, Natalie and River Onyx. 

 
Our Benefice schools. 

 
All those who give generously to the Foodbank on a 

regular basis and those who receive food.  
 

All who are living under conditions of conflict, 
including those in Ukraine, Russia, Palestine, Israel, 

Sudan, Yemen, Iran and Congo and Syria. 
 

Mission prayer   
You go nowhere by accident. Wherever you go, God is 
sending you. Wherever you are, God has put you there. 
He has a purpose in your being there. Christ, who 
indwells you, has something He wants to do  
through you where you are. Believe this and go in His 

grace and love and power. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Ruby Country Benefice 

Sunday 17 August  2025 
9th Sunday after Trinity 

 

GRAPEVINE 
The parishes of Ashwater, Beaworthy, 
Black Torrington with Highampton, 

Clawton, Halwill and Tetcott 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Ruby people: Worshipping in God’s country 

 
 

 

Welcome to Worship 
 

Sunday 17 August 
 

9.30am Holy Communion 
St. Peter Ad Vincula 

  
11.00am Morning Prayer 

St. Mary’s, Black Torrington 
 

11.00am Holy Communion 
St. Peter & St. James, Halwill 

 

   

  
 

 



 
Old Testament 

 

Jeremiah 23: 23 - 29  
 

 I am everywhere— 
both near and far, 
in heaven and on earth. 
There are no secret places 
 where you can hide from me. 

 
These unfaithful prophets claim that I have 
given them a dream or a vision, and then they 
tell lies in my name. But everything they say 
comes from their own twisted minds. How 
long can this go on? They tell each other their 
dreams and try to get my people to reject me, 
just as their ancestors left me and worshiped 
Baal. Their dreams and my truth are as 
different as straw and wheat. But when 
prophets speak for me, they must say only 
what I have told them. My words are a 
powerful fire; they are a hammer that shatters 
rocks. (CEV) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Revd. Dr Paul Fitzpatrick. Rector: 
vicar-rubycountrybenefice@outlook.com 
 

Epistle 
 

Hebrews 11: 29 – 12: 2 
Because of their faith, the people walked through the Red 
Sea on dry land. But when the Egyptians tried to do it, they 
were drowned. God's people had faith, and when they had 
walked around the city of Jericho for seven days, its walls 
fell down. Rahab had been a prostitute, but she had faith 
and welcomed the spies. So she wasn't killed with the 
people who disobeyed. What else can I say? There isn't 
enough time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 
David, Samuel, and the prophets. Their faith helped them 
conquer kingdoms, and because they did right, God made 
promises to them. They closed the jaws of lions and put out 
raging fires and escaped from the swords of their enemies. 
Although they were weak, they were given the strength and 
power to chase foreign armies away. Some women received 
their loved ones back from death. Many of these people 
were tortured, but they refused to be released. They were 
sure they would get a better reward when the dead are 
raised to life. Others were made fun of and beaten with 
whips, and some were chained in jail. Still others were 
stoned to death or sawed in two or killed with swords. 
Some had nothing but sheep skins or goat skins to wear. 
They were poor, mistreated, and tortured. The world did 
not deserve these good people, who had to wander in 
deserts and on mountains and had to live in caves and holes 
in the ground. All of them pleased God because of their 
faith! But still they died without being given what had been 
promised. This was because God had something better in 
store for us. And he did not want them to reach the goal of 
their faith without us. 
Such a large crowd of witnesses is all around us! So we 
must get rid of everything that slows us down, especially 
the sin that just won't let go. And we must be determined 
to run the race that is ahead of us. We must keep our eyes 
on Jesus, who leads us and makes our faith complete. He 
endured the shame of being nailed to a cross, because he 
knew later on he would be glad he did. Now he is seated at 
the right side[a] of God's throne! (CEV) 

 

 

Gospel 
 
 

Luke 12: 49-56 
 
Not Peace, but Trouble 
 
I came to set fire to the earth, and I wish it were 
already on fire! I am going to be put to a hard test. 
And I will have to suffer a lot of pain until it is 
over. Do you think that I came to bring peace to 
earth? No indeed! I came to make people choose 
sides. A family of five will be divided, with two of 
them against the other three. Fathers and sons will 
turn against one another, and mothers and 
daughters will do the same. Mothers-in-law and 
daughters-in-law will also turn against each other. 
 
Knowing What To Do 
  
Jesus said to all the people: 
As soon as you see a cloud coming up in the west, 
you say, “It's going to rain,” and it does. When the 
south wind blows, you say, “It's going to get hot,” 
and it does. Are you trying to fool someone? You 
can predict the weather by looking at the earth and 
sky, but you don't really know what's going on right 
now. (CEV) 
 

 

  

 

 
 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%2012&version=CEV#fen-CEV-28096a

