Bible Readings and Weekly Notices for the Parish of
St. Peter’s, Great Totham
Fifth Sunday after Triinity
Sunday 20th July 2025

Diary for Week Commencing Monday 21st July 2025
Mon 2| 09:30 Private Function in the Church Extension
Mon 21 17:30 Rainbows in the Church Extension (Summer break)
Tue 22 09:30 Private Function in the Church Extension
Wed 23 10:30 Bible Studies Group at The Honywood
Wed 23 19:30  Great Totham Community Choir in the Church Extension
Thu 24 10:30 ‘Edward Bear’ in the Church Extension (Summer Break)
Thu 24 14:00 Funeral at St. Peter’s
Fri 25 08:00 Tree Survey at St. Peter’s - All Day
Fri 25 10:00 ‘Knit & Natter’ at The Honywood
Fri 25 19:45 Great Totham Bell Ringing Practice
Sat 26 10:00 Coffee Morning at The Honywood
Sat 26 12:00 Church and Extension to be used in event of rain.
Sun 27 10:00 Family Communion and Sunday Club

Forthcoming events:
23 August 10:00 Coffee Morning at The Honywood

DONATIONS
To donate to St Peter’s Church: Scan the QR code;
make a BACS payment to St Peter's Church Great Totham
(sort code 20-54-30, account number 20882739);
send a cheque (payable to ‘St Peter’s Church, Great Totham’)
to 25 Eaton Way, CM9 8EE or use the link on our website:




Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is
governed and sanctified: hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people,
that in their vocation and ministry they may serve you in holiness and truth to the
glory of your name; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading Genesis 18. [-10
A Son Promised to Abraham and Sarah
' The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance
of his tent in the heat of the day. > He looked up and saw three men standing near
him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed
down to the ground. ® He said, ‘My lord, if | find favour with you, do not pass by
your servant. * Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest
yourselves under the tree. °Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh
yourselves, and after that you may pass on - since you have come to your servant.’
So they said, ‘Do as you have said.’ ® And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah,
and said, ‘Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make
cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to
the servant, who hastened to prepare it. ® Then he took curds and milk and the calf
that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree
while they ate. * They said to him, ‘Where is your wife Sarah? And he said, ‘There,
in the tent.” '* Then one said, ‘I will surely return to you in due season, and your
wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind
him.
This is the word of the Lord. - Thanks be to God.
New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA)

Second Reading Collosians I. 15-28

The Supremacy of Christ

'> He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; '*for in him all
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through
him and for him. '” He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold

together. '® He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in
everything. '* For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, *° and through
him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in
heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. >’ And you who were *




* once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 2 he has now
reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and
blameless and irreproachable before him - * provided that you continue securely
established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by
the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature under
heaven. |, Paul, became a servant of this gospel.

Paul’s Interest in the Colossians

| am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh | am completing
what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. 5
became its servant according to God’s commission that was given to me for you,
to make the word of God fully known, * the mystery that has been hidden
throughout the ages and generations but has now been revealed to his saints. ¥ To
them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of
the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. % It is he whom
we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we
may present everyone mature in Christ.  For this | toil and struggle with all the
energy that he powerfully inspires within me.

This is the word of the Lord -Thanks be to God.
Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA)

Gospel Luke 10. 38-end

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N

Glory to you, Oh Lord.

Jesus Visits Martha and Mary
¥ Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman
named Martha welcomed him into her home. *° She had a sister named Mary, who
sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. **But Martha was
distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, ‘Lord, do you not care
that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help
me.” *' But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted
by many things; ** there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part,
which will not be taken away from her.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord - Praise to you, O Christ.
Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA)




The Prayer for Peace in the World
Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed; kindle in the
hearts of all people the true love of peace; and guide with your pure and peaceful
wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; that in tranquillity
your kingdom may go forward, till the earth is filled with the knowledge of thy love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Leading your church into growth - a prayer.
God of mission, who alone brings growth to your church, send your Holy Spirit to
give vision to our planning, wisdom to our actions, joy to our worship, and power
to our witness. Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to
you, and in service to our local community, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PARISH CONTACTS

Revd. Sue Godsmark: 01621 891513 P<Isuegodsmark@aol.com
Benefice Administrator: 307908 776750

Rosie Pollock: DX office.blackwaterbenefice@gmail.com
Diocesan Safeguarding Team: 701245 294444
Parish Safeguarding Representative: 701621 894139 & 107767 794373

Jean Grant DXjeangranté4@btinternet.com
Churchwarden: Vacancy

Notices: If you wish to include any item on the weekly ‘Notices’ please contact
Chris Munton E-Mail D<lcmmunton@ukmm.com 7501621 891817 who also
maintains the consolidated diary for the Church, Church Extension and
The Honywood.

Please inform ALL bookings to avoid the possibility of any conflicts.




