[bookmark: _Hlk131608634][bookmark: _Hlk131608601] A Short Service for Use at Home on Good Friday

Please find a quiet place to use this service 
at any time on Good Friday 
reading slowly out loud, with frequent pauses for silence, 
especially after the Bible Reading. 
Let the familiar account of the crucifixion and death of Jesus 
speak to you and challenge you afresh in the moments of quietness.
Then make your response of quiet praise and humble prayer


The Collect

Almighty Father,
look with mercy on your family
for which our Lord Jesus Christ was content to be betrayed
and given up into the hands of sinners
and to suffer death upon the cross;
who is alive and glorified with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

The Gospel According to St Mark,
Chapter 15, verses 22 – 39.
(New International Version – use another version if you prefer)

They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha 
- which means The Place of the Skull. 
Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, 
but he did not take it. 
And they crucified him. 
Dividing up his clothes, 
they cast lots to see what each would get.

It was the third hour when they crucified him. 
The written notice of the charge against him read: 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
They crucified two robbers with him, 
one on his right and one on his left. 
Those who passed by hurled insults at him, 
shaking their heads and saying, 
“So! You who are going to destroy the temple 
and build it in three days, 
come down from the cross and save yourself!”

In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law 
mocked him among themselves. 
“He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! 
Let this Christ, this King of Israel, 
come down now from the cross, 
that we may see and believe.” 
Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him.

At the sixth hour 
darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour. 
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 
“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” – which means, 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
When some of those standing near heard this, they said, 
“Listen, he’s calling Elijah.”
One man ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, 
put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 
“Now leave him alone. 
Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down,” he said.

With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last.
The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 

And when the centurion, 
who stood there in front of Jesus, 
heard his cry and saw how he died, 
he said, 
“Surely this man was the Son of God!”

Silence should be kept for at least a minute…

Response

We adore you, O Christ, 
and we bless you,
because by your holy cross 
you have redeemed the world.

O Saviour of the world,
who by your cross and precious blood 
have redeemed us,
save us and help us, 
we humbly pray.
Prayers of Intercession

Lord, hear my prayer for your Church throughout the world:
for unity in faith, in witness and in service,
for clergy and other ministers, and those whom they serve,
for all Christians in this community,
for those who are mocked and persecuted for their faith…
Confirm your Church in faith, 
increase it in love, 
and preserve it in peace.
Lord, hear my prayer.
 
Lord, hear my prayer for the nations of the world 
and their leaders:
for Charles our King and the Parliaments of this land,
for those who administer the law or serve in public office,
for all who strive for justice and reconciliation…
Help the world to live in peace and freedom.
Lord, hear my prayer.
 
Lord, hear my prayer for those 
who do not believe the gospel of Christ:
for those who have not heard the message of salvation,
for all who have lost faith,
for the contemptuous and scornful,
for those who are enemies of Christ 
and persecute those who follow him,
for all who deny the faith of Christ crucified…
Open their hearts to the truth
and lead them to faith and obedience.
Lord, hear my prayer.

Lord, hear my prayer for all those who suffer:
for those who are deprived and oppressed,
for all who are sick,
for those in darkness, in doubt and in despair, 
in loneliness and in fear,
for prisoners, captives and refugees,
for the victims of false accusations and violence,
for all at the point of death 
and those who watch beside them…
In your mercy sustain them with the knowledge of your love.
Lord, hear my prayer. 
You might like to add your own prayers here…

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light,
look favourably on your whole Church,
that wonderful and sacred mystery,
and by the tranquil operation of your perpetual providence
carry out the work of our salvation:
and let the whole world feel and see
that things which were cast down are being raised up
and things which had grown old are being made new
and that all things are returning to perfection
through him from whom they took their origin,
even Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (in this, or the traditional version) 

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.  Amen.

The Collect

Almighty Father,
look with mercy on your family
for which our Lord Jesus Christ was content to be betrayed
and given up into the hands of sinners
and to suffer death upon the cross;
who is alive and glorified with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

