           Benefice of St Nicholas Newport and St Michael and All Angels Chetwynd

Newsletter 23/3/25

Musings
Last week was the Spring Equinox.  So for the next 6 months the days will be longer than the nights.  Always a cheering thought.  No getting up in the dark and we can look forward to long, light, hopefully sunny evenings.  Meanwhile in the southern hemisphere the nights are getting longer and the people are preparing for winter.
Things are always changing.  We are told that the universe is still expanding so new stars and new worlds are still forming.  Even on our own ancient world, earthquakes and erupting volcanoes can change the land.  Plants grow and die and make way for new growth and different species.  The earth God created is not a static place.
And we too keep changing.  We grow older, and sometimes wiser.   We learn new things and forget things.  Families and friends change, we may even move to live in a new place.   But God remains constant and his love for us never changes.  In Lent we try to change to be more like the people God created us to be.  Through Bible reading and prayer and meeting together we learn more about him.
Like all of nature, we must be ready to change and so must our churches.  To change as the world changes.  To play our part in growing God's kingdom.
Sandra




This week beginning 23/3/25                                Next week beginning 30/3/25
St Michael and All Angels                                       St Michael and All Angels
Sunday          9.00am Holy Communion            Sunday  9.00am  Warm Sunday
St Nicholas                                                                    St Nicholas
Sunday          10.30am All-Age Service               Sunday         10.30am Holy Communion 
Wednesday 10.30am  Morning Prayer                    Wednesday 10.30am Holy Communion
                                                                                                                         (Book of Common Prayer)





Lent Group
Lent Group continues to meet in St Nicholas church on Mondays at 2.00pm.  All are welcome.

Warm Sunday
On Sunday 30th March at 9.00am, the Chetwynd congregation will be hosting a 'Warm Church Sunday' to celebrate the completion of the works to upgrade the church heating system.  This will include a dedication and blessing by Revd. Merry and refreshments will be served after the service.  Everyone is welcome to join us!

Eggstravaganza
There will be an Easter party for 4-11 year olds at Trinity church, Wellington Road from 2.00pm to 4.00pm on Monday 4th April.  The Easter story will be told in games, crafts, songs and stories.   All children are welcome.   More helpers are also welcome.

Maundy Thursday
There will again be a service in St Nicholas church on Maundy Thursday at 7.30pm including a supper and a reading of the Pasion from St Matthew's Gospel.
Please add your name to the list on the noticeboard in St Nicholas.


In our troubled world we pray for all world leaders that they will work together to bring peace to places of conflict and cooperation in world finance that all God's children may be safe and secure.


We remember in our prayers: Chris, Gill, Ron, Angela, Lisa and Peter.
We also remember the family of Ron Weedon.  Ron's funeral will be in St Nicholas church on Tuesday 1st April at 2.30pm


Then Jesus declared, 'I am the bread of life.  Whoever comes to me will never go hungry; and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.            John 6 verse 35


