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+ Coronation 
Afternoon 

Tea (ticketed) 
at St. Andrew’s 

The Parish of Walmsley  
comprising the churches of  

Christ Church Walmsley and St Andrew, Bromley Cross. 
Part of the Turton Moorland Team Ministry 

and the North-East Bolton Mission Community. 
 

"Building partnership in Christ,  
church and community" 

 

 

CORONATION EVENTS:  FRIDAY 5 MAY 10am - 4pm followed by a special SERVICE 
 

To celebrate THE CORONATION in our CHURCH COMMUNITY, we invite you all to Christ 
Church Walmsley to mark the Coronation of King Charles III:  
       ● Open day, heritage & children’s displays 
       ● Coronation & Elizabeth II memorabilia display 
       ● Refreshments available throughout the day  
       ● Children’s Concert in church 2:30-3pm 
       ● Service at 4pm   

We look forward to welcoming you  
 

SERVICES in WALMSLEY PARISH 
Sunday 7 May - Fifth Sunday of Easter + ‘CORONATION SUNDAY’ 
8am: Book of Common Prayer (with Communion) at Christ Church Walmsley 

10am: JOINT WALMSLEY PARISH FAMILY COMMUNION SERVICE at Christ Church 
Walmsley   [NO SERVICE at St. Andrew’s Church, BX] 
 

Wed 10 May 11am: Morning Worship at Christ Church Walmsley 
Thurs 11 May 6pm: NO Family Worship at Christ Church Walmsley 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Sunday 14 May  -  Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

9.30am: HOLY COMMUNION at Christ Church Walmsley 
11am: MORNING WORSHIP at St. Andrew’s Church, BX 
6pm: Evening Prayer at Christ Church Walmsley 
 

Wed 17 May 11am: Mid-week Communion service at Christ Church Walmsley 
Thurs 18 May 6pm: Family Worship at Christ Church Walmsley 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Sunday 21 May  - Seventh Sunday of Easter 
11am: JOINT WALMSLEY PARISH FAMILY COMMUNION SERVICE at St. Andrew’s Church, 

BX, followed - at midday - by the (public) Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 

Wed 24 May 11am: Morning Worship at Christ Church Walmsley 
Thurs 25 May 6pm: Family Worship (with Communion) at Christ Church Walmsley 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Sunday 28 May - WHIT SUNDAY  
9.30am: HOLY COMMUNION at Christ Church Walmsley 
11am: HOLY COMMUNION at St. Andrew’s Church, BX 
6pm: Evening Prayer at Christ Church Walmsley 
Wed 31 May 11am: Mid-week Communion service at Christ Church Walmsley 
Thurs 1 June 6pm:  NO FAMILY WORSHIP (School Half Term Holiday) 

 

If you feel unable to join us yet in church, the wealth of wonderful resources  
produced from across the Turton Moorland Team will continue. Stay well – stay safe. 

 



This #MorningPrayer from Rev Bill Braviner 
reminds us to meet the people we encounter 
with the light of the Lord in our eyes, and to 
share His love with others. Amen. 
 

Give us courage, Lord,  
to share with others  

the love we receive from you, the 

life we enjoy in you. 
 Inspire our decisions and guide 

our journeys; may we meet  

the people we encounter  
with your light in our eyes,  

your truth on our lips  
and your peace in our hearts. 

                                We include here the list from our Parish for those in our prayers:           
                                If you know of others to be included, please contact us. Dawn H 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Prayers of Intercession 

Hear us dear Lord, as we pray for the sick, the suffering, and those in need. Comfort and 
heal all those who suffer in body, mind or spirit; give them courage and hope in their 
troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation. Our prayers and thoughts at this time are 
especially for:  Rev Peter Reiss; Kathryn Browning; Sheila Fairclough; David Lord;  
John Lewer; Yvonne Ashmore; Margaret Manley; Rosemary Clegg; Penelope Booth;   
Chris Foster; Reuben Baker; John Wallington; Frank Unsworth; Bill Hardman;  
Paul Atherton; Brenda; Marlene Holt; Heather Lloyd; Teddy Walsh; Margaret Rostron;  
Helen & Roy Shipperbottom;  

 

For our community: Teachers, ancillary staff and children at our church and local schools;  
Walmsley Parish Community Hall and all who use its facilities; 
NHS workers and those who work in our local health services; Bolton Hospice; 
Staff and workers for Fortalice and Urban Outreach; RVS; Lions; Rotary; 
Youth charities – Girlguiding UK & Scouts; Bolton Lads & Girls Club;  
Our local businesses and all who work in our local area; 
Priests, Ministers and congregations in our local churches of other denominations. 

 

 
 

We remember too those who mourn, that You may provide comfort and help in their loss 
and sustain them through their grief. We remember the recently departed known to us: 

   Brian Porter; Grace Wheeldon; 
 

 

Hear us as we remember those who have died in the faith of Christ and whose anniversaries fall 
at this time; according to your promises, grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom.    
 

w/c 7 May: Christine Comber; Betty Uttam; Jack Atherton;  

 

w/c 14 May: Roy Fred Bruce; May Tector; John Chapman; Herbert Knowles; Tom Barrett, 
Fred Hall; Fred Carter; David John Banton;  
 

w/c 21 May: Elsie & Albert Thomson; Fred Ribchester; Brian Martin; Les Milburn;  
Frank Stones; Aileen Margaret Ribchester; Joseph Holt; Pauline Tague;  
Geoffrey Cooke Smith; William Charles Moss; Dean Cawkwell;  
 

w/c 28 May: Alan Kynaston; Albert Graham Booth; Andrew Peter Daynes; John Coucill; 
Thomas Colin Kay; Herbert Brian Drinkwater; Janet Christine Fealy Harrison;  
Edna Dennerley;  
 

 

You are the Alpha and the Omega; may we one day rejoice with you in heaven.  
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all your saints, we commend ourselves and all the human 

family to your unfailing love. Amen. 
 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/MorningPrayer?src=hashtag_click


A REFLECTION by our Team Curate, Reverend Hannah Lane  
 

Spring has sprung, warmer weather is here, our fields are full 
of new life like lambs. All of this freshness and newness of life 
tends to make me think about some of the psalms in the 
Bible.  

 

In particular, the sight of new lambs in fields always makes 
me think of Psalm 23:      

                            The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
    He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
    He leads me beside still waters; He restores my soul. 
    He leads me in right paths for His name’s sake. 
 

It seems appropriate to concentrate on a passage like this at the moment. The 
coronation at the start of May will have focussed our country‘s thoughts and energy 
towards our leaders as we no doubt witnessed political leaders past and present 
gather to see the coronation of our King, not to mention his own role in leading the 
country and the commonwealth. 
 

As I write this, the words that will be used at the service of coronation have not yet 
been published, so I don‘t know which bible readings will be used. I can‘t help but 
ponder which Charles has chosen. Once revealed, the choices will no doubt be 
analysed as they inevitably go some way to set the tone for this grand and official 
start to his reign as our monarch. I wonder if Psalm 23 will feature? 
 

The idea of the Lord as shepherd puts him into the role of leader; leader of the 
flock, the one with responsibility. Psalm 23 sets out the promise that if we identify 
and follow the Lord as our shepherd, then we will be led through life by one whom 
we can trust, one who wants good things for us - even when we are facing trouble 
and difficult times. 
 

      Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; 
      for you are with me; your rod and your staff — they comfort me. 
 

As we embrace spring, and look for the continued renewing of our energy with 
longer days, lighter nights and warmer weather, I hope that we‘re all able to see 
these things as signs of new beginnings, just as the coronation marked a new 
beginning in the leadership of this country.  
 

I hope that the joy of the occasion and the events surrounding it will have sparked 
new creativity in some and mostly I hope that whatever bible passages are used in 
the coronation service will offer a similar message of goodness that comes from the 
Lord to that in Psalm 23 where we look to the Lord as shepherd of the flock and 
leader above all others. 
 

    You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
    you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
    Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,   
    and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 
 
  

If you would like to write a piece for inclusion in the Walmsley Parish Newsletter or  
E-news, please contact Dawn Hitchen [dawn@walmsleyparish.org or tel 01204 304142] 

 

mailto:dawn@walmsleyparish.org


A Warm Invitation is extended!  

To find out more, please read on…… 
 

Following an initial meeting, there is another 
opportunity and warm invitation to join a small group of 
like-minded individuals once a month, to follow where 
their path takes them in reading, discussion, reflection 
and prayer in a friendly and welcoming atmosphere to 
explore the big and central issues in life. 
 

Would you like to explore issues about God, the world 
and what it means to be human? 

 

Are you bewildered, confused or even disillusioned about what you believe and wonder 
where you can find God in this difficult and challenging world? 
 

We are planning to meet in the Founders Room / Green Room, in the Parish Community 
Hall, at 7pm on the following dates: 
 

Monday 15th May 

Monday 12th June 

Monday 17th July 

Further dates are planned after a summer break. 
 

If you would like to join us in this new venture, please come along to the next meeting, 
speak to me in church or contact me: angie@walmsleyparish.org  
 
 

 

 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

SOCIAL & COMMUNITY EVENTS  
  
 

                                       The COFFEE MORNING hosted at Walmsley Parish                             
          Community Hall by volunteers from Christ Church  
          Walmsley will be on Saturday 20 May 10am til midday.  

 

                                        with TECH-CLUB POP-IN for all your mobile & lap top questions 
 

Please note: Due to Coronation activities in May, the next coffee morning  
at St Andrew's will be held on Saturday 3 June.  

             
 

                       Please support these social & community fund-raising events; thank you. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a charity, Walmsley Parish has been invited to join 
them in selling tickets for the race, for which we retain 

all monies raised for our own cause.                                             
The tickets are on sale in church and cost £1 each, 
with the chance of winning one of the many prizes. 

We do hope that you will support us. Thank you. 

mailto:angie@walmsleyparish.org


Reflection by Angie Foster    (from her talk at Morning Worship on 16 April)         
 

Authorised Lay Minister for Worship + Prayer and Spirituality 
 

I would like to start with a suggestion – that the caterpillar should be the official 
mascot of Lent.  Lent is the time for change, and the caterpillar knows all about 
that – or at least, he will. Lent is the time for realizing that maybe we are just 
humble creepers, hungry and helpless.  Lent is the time for hanging in a transitional 

state, waiting to be reborn at Easter into beautiful butterflies! 
 

Have you ever taken a close look at a butterfly -- at the body, not just the pretty wings?  Maybe 
we had it vaguely in our heads that a butterfly is just sort of a slimmed-down worm, plus 
fluttering -- that the elegant butterfly body is what's left after cracking out of a thick and 
extraneous chrysalis. However, looking more closely a butterfly's body is something entirely 
different from the caterpillar. It's something entirely new.  It doesn't even have the same bodily 
systems inside, the same kind of head or legs, or the same brain.  Where did this body come from? 
It was formed out of cellular soup.  That's what was happening to the caterpillar's body while it 
was inside the cocoon:  it is dissolving itself, actually digesting itself -- and it's just as disgusting 
as it sounds.  That's the only way that the metamorphosis can happen, the only way the new body 
can grow. 
 

Perhaps we can consider for a moment that this is what God wants from us during Lent.  Lent is a 
time not only of preparation, but of deep change.  Change!  Metamorphosis!  Maybe difficult, 
painful or challenging; but necessary. God asks us to look closely at ourselves so that we are open 
to his love and resurrection and offer of new life in Him.  Let go and let God into your life and 
then you will find your wings and fly! 
 

Change will happen to all of us, sooner or later, no matter what our state in life.  It is better to 
understand that it will happen, and not to panic when things do start to change.  It is still part of 
the plan, when things get all weird and unfamiliar, when God seems to be asking things of us that 
we never would have asked of ourselves, or for ourselves.  At some point, God will grab our 
attention by hanging us upside down on a limb, trapping us inside our skins, and turning us into 
mush.  It's okay.  It's part of the plan. So Lent is a time of change, but even if you understand that 
this intensely, intimately transformative process is probably part of God's will, and even if you are 
ready and willing to go with it and perhaps have to withstand the pain and suffering that change 
can bring . . . what if you don't really like butterflies? 
 

That is to say, what if we see something that is being presented as God's Will For Us, and all we 
can think is, I am not sure that I am going to like the changes in me? Why would God make me the 
way I am, if He just plans to turn me into mush and start fresh? We can deal with hard work, we 
can deal with pain and suffering.  But our secret fear is that, if we open ourselves to change, we 
will not recognise ourselves.  We will turn into something we won't recognize.  And even if that 
new thing is a good thing, what happens to us? 
 

This fear that who we are will be lost is a desperate temptation from the world around us, which 
is there when we are on the verge of giving our hearts to God and trying to become or remain 
disciples of Christ. It's a temptation, and a temptation that is a lie. 
 

Here's something else you might not know about butterflies:  they may look completely different 
from how they did when they were caterpillars, but they remember. They remember their past 
life. Researchers have discovered that butterflies know things; simple things, of course, like 
which kind of flowers taste bad that they only could have learned when they were caterpillars, 
before they were broken down, lovingly destroyed, melted into goo for their own good. 
 

If they really are different creatures from what they used to be, then how can this be?  And what 
does it tell us about ourselves? 
 

When caterpillars are broken down into that cellular soup, they are not simply a formless, 
digested mess. They're not nothing. They're something specific, and in that soup is something 
worth preserving. It turns out that caterpillars' bodies, even from before the time they hatch out 
of their eggs, harbour in themselves something called "imaginal discs," which are sort of like stem 
cells:  they can grow into just about anything.  These discs are ready and waiting, when the time 
is right, to become the wings, eyes, legs, antennae of a butterfly. 



Furthermore, something of their neurons remain, too.  Their new brains remember old flowers.  
As different as they become, they are still themselves. 
 

They‘re not really entirely new creatures.  They're just the full-blown realization of what they 
always had been.  They need to retain what they had before.  There was something good there, 
something worth saving.  I was a caterpillar; I am now a butterfly.  I am still me. 
 

God has given us these days to work on ourselves, and the spiritual chemistry is already always in 
motion:  to build ourselves into who we are supposed to be, we pray,  maybe we fast and we give 
generously.  We praise and worship Him, we keep working when we might be tempted to laze. We 
keep a vigil in our cocoons, alert to new ideas and fresh movements of the spirit. And we can take 
comfort in the idea that there are things about us right now which are worth retaining. There are 
things which our perfected, transformed selves will include. God likes us. He wants us to be 
transformed, not because what we are is no good, but because what we are is not finished yet. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
    

             We All Need Forgiveness  by Angie Foster     [as featured in the April mid-month E-news] 
 

In recent weeks there seems to have been a number of news stories and articles about 
forgiveness, or maybe lack of it. When something happens that is random, ruthless, cruel, 
malevolent, or unkind people are often asked to forgive or to be forgiven. Some people are able 
to do this, others not. As Christians we are expected to forgive and be forgiven for wrongs that 
have happened to us, or when we have been unkind or selfish. 
 

I would like to share some thoughts of Father Richard Rohr on this topic with you: 
 

―When all is said and done, the gospel comes down to forgiveness. I‘d say it‘s the whole gospel. 
It‘s the beginning, the middle, and the end. People who know how to forgive have known how 
good it feels to be forgiven, not when they deserved it, but precisely when they didn‘t deserve 
it.  
 

―If we‘re Christian, we‘ve probably said the Lord‘s Prayer ten thousand times. The words just slip 
off our tongues: ‗Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.‘ By saying 
this prayer, we‘ve asked and prayed for forgiveness. Notice the full correlation between how we 
give and how we receive: ‗Forgive us as we forgive.‘ They‘re the same movement. We need to 
know that we need mercy, we need understanding, and then we also need to know how to give it. 
 

―I have often found people in jail who were quite forgiving of other people‘s faults because 
they‘d hit the bottom. They knew how much it hurt to hurt. They knew how terrible it is to hate 
yourself and to accuse yourself. When someone with a generous heart and a loving spirit entered 
their lives and forgave them, it was like being reborn. Someone else loves a part of me that I 
can‘t love myself! They just taught me how to do it!  
 

―I remember when I was prison chaplain in Albuquerque, I would read in the newspaper the 
stories of criminals in our city and I would form an opinion about how terrible they were. Years 
ago, a young woman committed murder to steal a baby. Everybody in the city hated her, I think. I 
went to the jail the very next day, and they told me that she wanted to see a priest.   
 

―I didn‘t want to go in the cell because I knew I wouldn‘t like her. I knew I would judge her 
because I‘d already judged her. I can‘t tell the whole story, but I will share this much: when I left 
that cell, I had nothing but tears and sympathy for the suffering of that young woman.   
 

―You see, the One who knows all can forgive all. But all we know is a little piece—the part that 
has offended us. Only God knows all, and so God is the One who can forgive all. If we‘re honest, 
none of us have lived the gospel. None of us have loved as we could love, or as we have been 
loved by God. I talk about it from the pulpit much better than I live it. And yet that very 
recognition—that I have not yet lived love—allows me to stand under the waterfall of infinite 
mercy. It‘s only then that I know how to let mercy flow through me freely. That I receive it 
undeservedly allows me to give it undeservedly.‖ 
 

Richard‘s words are powerful and reassuring of God‘s infinite love, mercy and forgiveness. I hope 
you can find comfort in his words if you have been asked to forgive or need forgiveness.‖  
 



It was a delight when Ruth Dover came to speak at the Walmsley 
Mothers’ Union meeting on Tuesday 11 April; lots of fond memories were 
shared in the group. Thank you, Ruth, for being such an entertaining speaker. 
 

Marjorie, who hosts our Mothers‘ Union meetings, says that Ruth gave a very interesting talk, 
including about how the church safe was moved to the top of the stairs in their home during the 
War and that Ruth‘s Dad – the Church Treasurer - would not allow a penny to be out on the 
accounts, so had Ruth – a maths genius – searching the columns until it was found! 
 

Jenny, Branch Secretary, adds, ―Ruth's reminiscences of school, church and associated groups i.e. 
WCAODS, badminton etc., with her many photographs, including choir outings and football team, 
which had recognisable faces on, were fascinating.‖ 
 
 

The next meeting is on Tuesday 9 May when we are asked to come dressed in red, 
white & blue and bring any memories of coronations/special celebrations.  
 
 

REQUEST FOR DONATIONS OF ITEMS or MONEY to UGANDAN CHARITY: 
We have been asked if we can help provide any of the following: 
Bras - either new or good quality seconds; Paracetamol; Spectacles; Finger/hand puppets 
Small wrapped soap - similar to bars available when staying in hotels; 
Premature baby matinee jackets; bootees; hats; cardigans/jumpers for up to 1 year old; {NOT 
IN WHITE OR CREAM} 
Any cash donated will be used to buy sheets, towels or medical equipment whilst there. 
The team are hoping to paint a room at an MU Vocational school for 16-18 year olds when 
there. Please contact Jenny Murphy if you are able to provide a donation; you can also bring 
items to church or to the next meeting. Thank you. 
  

On 21 May 2023, after a joint Sunday morning 11am service at St 
Andrew’s, we will be holding a Meeting of Parishioners at our charity 
trustees' Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM).  The annual reports 
are presented and elections to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) of 
Walmsley Parish and the Bolton Deanery Synod are held. The APCM is 
the equivalent of a company annual general meeting and those who are 
registered on the church electoral roll are the equivalent of the 

shareholders and can vote or stand for election if they have been on the church electoral roll 
for at least six months. Public notices for this meeting are on display at each of our Parish 
churches of Christ Church Walmsley and St Andrew’s, BX.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Leaving a gift in your Will is an amazing opportunity to 
make a final gift to God. This will make a lasting difference 
to the future of Walmsley Parish and its ministry and 
mission in our local community. No matter how big or small, 
every gift in every Will can make a significant impact. Gifts 
in Wills are an important part of Christian giving, and 
leaving a gift to your church is a way to thank God for all 
the blessings you have received in your lifetime. If you 

would like to talk to someone in confidence about the sorts of purposes your gift might fund, 
and how/if you would like your gift to be acknowledged, please contact Allan Hopkins, Team 
Council Lay Chair, on 01204 305807 or email allanhopkins9@gmail.com. God bless you! 
 
 

 
Contact the team 

 Team Curate, Reverend Hannah Lane: 07480 065268 or revhannah@walmsleyparish.org  

 Church Warden, Hilary Dunn: 07858 070669 or hilaryd@walmsleyparish.org  

 Authorised Lay Minister for Pastoral Care, Dawn Hitchen: 01204 304142 or dawn@walmsleyparish.org  

 

     GRUB TUB: Please do continue to remember those who rely on food  
               donations. As a church we have supported Urban Outreach in a number of ways, 

including donating to the Grub Tubs in each church. URBAN OUTREACH rely on the generosity of 
food donors to provide food parcels to those in need across the borough. Thank you to those who 
have given recently. Please bag your items and leave them in the Grub Tubs. Thank you  
 

mailto:jennyrmurphy@hotmail.co.uk
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