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February 2023 Encouragement 
Have you had the January blues? I was viewing “Winter Watch” on BBC2 and 

gasping at the beauty of a Sparrowhawk washing it’s feathers in an icy cold stream. It 

reminded me of this famous passage from Isaiah: 

“Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 

He gives power to the faint and strengthens the powerless. 
 Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted.                                  

But those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength: - 

(1) they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

(2) they shall run and not be weary, 

(3) they shall walk and not faint. (Isaiah 40v28-31) 

As I tried to compare the two birds I came across this book written by Jamie 

Buckingham – Where Eagles Soar. He visited Israel often in his lifetime and wrote 

these words: 

“Watch the eagle,” the guide pointed high above the Sinai desert at the silent figure, 

soaring close to the mountains. We had reached the summit of Jebel Musa, the 

Mountain of Moses, at dawn. It was there that we spotted the eagle. A huge storm, 

one of those rare phenomena of the desert had built up over the Gulf of Suez and was 

moving inland. The mighty thunderheads towered around 30,000 feet. It was 

awesome to behold. But it was the eagle that drew our attention. “That’s what the 

prophet Isaiah meant when he said God’s people would mount up with wings as 

eagles.” How high will he go? The guide responded, “Over and around the storm, 

perhaps 15000, 20000 feet. He locks his wings, picks the thermals, and rides the 

breath of God.” 

I asked the Lord how I should finish this encouragement yesterday. He responded as 

we moved from Tesco to Aldi at Burscough. The business park at Booths is usually 

teeming on a Friday lunch time but it was only half full. We took our bags to the shop 

entrance and were greeted by an assistant, “Sorry we are closed, the whole block has 

had a power cut this morning.” We were turning away when someone shouted, “The 

power is back on!” The door opened and it was as if the store had just opened 

specially for us. We had, for a moment, the whole shop to ourselves and the check 

out, as we left, had no queue. I said quietly, “Lord thank you for turning the power on 

in our lives – hey I am a poet just like Isaiah – “We are over and done by one!” But 

that was not all, because as we ate our Subway Hearty Italian we could savour a 

Cadbury’s Caramel Muffin for afters – these had not been in stock for months. We 

took a spare one home for later. 

My message is simple –“God wants to turn His power on in our lives today!” 

God Bless.  Rev’d John 
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PARISH TELEPHONE PRAYER CHAIN. 
a) Anyone who has a prayer need can phone his/her request to Brian and Frances 

McGucken (01257 462058) between 6pm and 6.30pm any day, or for urgent needs, 
at any time. A team of people is on hand to pray immediately for your need.  

b) If neither is available to take your call live - please do not use the answer phone for 
this purpose - but contact Lin Milne on 463523 or John Mountain on 463919. 

Your prayer request will be treated as confidential – unless you state otherwise 
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
Sunday 5th Feb 4.30pm. Service of Light in church to remember and give thanks for loved 
ones. 
Sunday 19th Feb 9.30am Muddy Church at the Scout Hut 
Tuesday 21st March 7.30pm. 2023Confirmation Service in church. (see notices) 
 

NEWS FROM ANDREW FANSTONE IN BRAZIL 
 

 
 
Hi, We are all doing well.  We are excited with all that God has in store for us this year and 
have just finished a community fast this week and felt God really meeting with us and giving 
us direction and greater levels of faith for the coming year. 
 
Following our banquet in this large building in the slum which has 6 separate rooms which 
act as drug dens, I have now started going in their once a week with some food and we hold 
a little service there each week with worship, prayer, and a Word from the Bible.  Pray that 
we really will see the power of the Gospel for those who believe, and people being 
encountered with his love, repenting, and being set free.   
 
If you could also pray for another couple called Joyce and Timba . Joyce used to be a drug 
addict and prostitute but through our work, she had left this life for more than a year and 
was growing well with Jesus.  We helped them get a small apartment to live and helped 
them get it furnished with the essentials.  Timba however kept fighting with his addiction 
although he kept coming to our weekly services at the missions base.  Unfortunately, last 
month Joyce, for the first time for a long time used drugs again and feels very 
despondent.  She really wants not to go back to where she was.  We believe it was just a 
bump in her road to recovery and fullness in Jesus but would ask for your prayers specifically 
for this couple.   
 
We are also planning to run our largest missions school as of yet this year.  The goal is to 
have 80-100 students and we are looking for a suitable place to hold this school which will 
be for a duration of 2 months from June to August. 
 
Hope all is well with you and do send my thanks and love to everyone.  Hopefully next time I 
am in England it would be lovely to come up and give you an update in person. 
Thank you for everything. 
Many Blessings 
Andrew 
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THE MESSAGE TRUST 

Thank you for your continued support for me and the work I do at the Message Trust. As 
always, things are really busy but here’s a quick snapshot of the latest plans and prayer 
requests: 

There’s lots happening at the Message Trust at the minute – our Community Groceries are 
especially busy as people navigate the challenges of the cost of living crisis. We’re doing our 
best to not only ensure that people have enough food to feed their families, but also that 
they have opportunities to hear and experience the love of Jesus! You can read more about 
the community Groceries on our website (www.message.org.uk).  Please pray that 
information about the Groceries and the services we offer gets into the hands of those who 
desperately need it. 

I’ve been busy organising lots of mission weeks around the country, taking our bands into 
schools and delivering lessons on topics like resilience and wellbeing and knife crime, before 
running end of week gigs. We have 18 missions planned for the rest of the year, from tours 
in the Netherlands, to London, Glasgow, Cardiff and then more locally in Manchester. Please 
pray that lots of young people would hear the good news of Jesus and that they would get 
plugged into local churches. 

Lastly, please pray for all the young people we’ve had the privilege of working with over the 
last year – pray that they would continue to grow in faith. Please pray for more stories like 
Charlotte’s: 

Charlotte is one of the 45,000 pupils who saw the Festival Manchester schools team. When 
she heard about the gig taking place near her house that Friday, she decided to go along 
with her friends. As she enjoyed music from OTC, LZ7, SoulBox and Saintz, Charlotte also 
heard about how Jesus loved her so much that he died on the cross for her, so that she can 
have hope and a future. Immediately struck by what she’d heard, Charlotte responded to 
the gospel and has been getting involved in the church youth group and follow-up ever 
since. Knowing that others need to hear about Jesus, she decided to volunteer at the festival 
weekend in Wythenshawe Park. 

One evening, she went running up to James from OTC, who she’d met in school, and 
excitedly told him that she’d just told someone about Jesus and got to pray with them as 
they gave their life to him. From hearing about Jesus in a lesson, Charlotte is now leading 
others to faith! 
Thanks so much, Judith 

THE RICE CART PROJECT 

Please continue to pray for pastor Joko and his wife Karen in Cambodia as they oversee the 
work of the Rice Cart & their church fellowship (Beracah)  
 
Thanks so much,. It was lovely being able to share yesterday about our time in Cambodia.  
Lots of love 
 Beth & Nigel. Xx 
 
 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.message.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjudith.clark%40message.org.uk%7C45a79212f19644a3ab1308dabe910fea%7Cdd2fe758e6844b76b6a08d07dd893acd%7C0%7C0%7C638031827492929054%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3bKSJYZvTZ96OYr1GYdIk354geDSN0Gy7drBiw%2BzFoI%3D&reserved=0
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EMBRACE THE MIDDLE EAST NEWS  -LSESD/MEBO January newsletter 

Lebanon’s latest update: 

 
Dear Prayer partners and friends,  At the time of sending this newsletter, Lebanon is 
witnessing a third collapse: after the economic and political collapse we are 
undergoing a judicial collapse as the investigation over the port explosion is further 
politicizing an already corrupt system.  Please keep our country in your prayers as the only 
solution is a God intervention. 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” Psalm 46v1. 

Brian. 

 
MERCY RESCUE TRUST NEWS 
Hi Everyone,   

Well, it has been quite a busy year so far at Mercy Rescue, sadly baby Barrile 
passed away quite unexpectedly. Following a post-mortem it was found that she 
had an diagnosed lung problem. This has really upset all the staff especially Irene 
who was taking care of her prior to taking her back to the centre, please pray 
for her as she continues to grieve for her.  
 
Baby Emillina came to Mercy Rescue a week or so before Christmas along with 
Dantel, both babies were very sick and admitted to hospital straight away. They 
both had breathing difficulties and were put on oxygen straight away. Emillina is 
now well and has been placed with a member of staff and is doing well and starting 
to gaining weight. 

 
Dantel is now back  at the centre but continues to need oxygen and still needs extra 
care. He is able to manage a short time with out oxygen, please pray that he will soon 
be able to come of the oxygen completely.  
 
Filda and Lin, Mercy Rescues first two children (quite grown up now) to complete 
their school education having sat the Kenya Certificate of Sedcondary Education. 
(KCSE). Filda gained an overall D- and Lin a C-  neither being good enough  to get 
them into nursing school. Jedidah has enrolled them both on a three month course 
at a Bible School where they will be taught computer skills which are taught in 
school, plus an intoduction to councelling alongside bible teaching. Hopefully at the 

end of these three months they will both be successful in gaining a place on a voctional course 
that will help them on their way to achieving their dreams. 
 

Please for Una  (Jedidah’s daughter) as she settles into full time education after 
what has been a busy time for them both. Settling back into a routine following 
their time here in England ( which seems such along time ago), followed by 
eight weeks of school holidays, returning to school just two week ago. 
Thank you all for you’re your continuing support both in pray and finacially 

you’re do a great job. 
Barbara  
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Greetings to Christ Church,Parbold from us all at 
Educaid.    

Very best wishes to you all in 2023. 

EducAid has developed twin roles; the first to provide high quality education, and care 
where it is needed and secondly to spread good educational practice within all schools in 
Sierra Leone.   This is achieved only by the continued support of donors such as yourselves. 
Thank you all very much. 

An example of EducAid providing education -  
 

50 Girls Enrolled for the 2021 Strong Girl Incubator 
(SGI) 
 
EducAid’s accelerated learning programme for out-of-
school girls and young women returning to school “The 
Strong Girl Incubator”, started up again late last year.   
There are 50 new young women and girls enrolled in the 
project this year. The programme works with local 
communities to identify young women and girls who 
are out of school, and provides a supportive 
environment to equip young women with the necessary 

tools to succeed in mainstream education. 
 
 
This is one of our projects working with women and girls which are 
making huge steps to improve gender equality in Sierra Leone, allowing 
young women to gain their education in a supportive environment. You 
may recognise the SGI by its previous name, the Women’s Project, 
which was renamed last year by participants who decided “Strong Girl 
Incubator” was a more accurate representation of the project. 

 
A letter from a girl who benefitted from the 
project -  “After 9 years out of school; I was fortunate to come across a 
friend who told me about EducAid. I have to come to EducAid and 
explain myself to the teachers and I was happy that on the same day I 
was enrolled in school and I started schooling from a class called Strong 
Girl ’s Incubator. I have spent five months in SGI and I have learnt a lot of 
things. I am learning new things every day at school.”  

- from a student who joined the SGI last year. 

- An example of EducAid supporting the improvement in the education 
in state schools _ 

- The Education Innovation Challenge (EIC), 2019-2022 

- During 2022 EducAid delivered the final year of its sustainable school improvement project 
for the Education Innovation Challenge (EIC) 2019-22.  The work focussed on improving 
education outcomes and helping communities to create stronger, more resilient and safer 
schools across 60 schools.  

- The Teach-the-Teacher Project in Yele, 2017-22  
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- This project has impacted more than 500 teachers, 60 school leaders, 
at least 20,000 primary school pupils and education stakeholders 
across the 6 northern districts of Sierra Leone.   The team travelled 
to remote communities regularly to provide hands-on, top up 
training and coaching.  

- At the end of the project, EducAid once again brought all of the 
organisations participating in the project together to share successes 
and challenges to nurture a culture of collaboration over 
competition.  

 
EducAid will continue to monitor the EIC schools in 2022-23 to identify which aspects of the 
project are most firmly entrenched and how it can continue to strengthen its school 
improvement projects for further sustainability. 
 
EducAid also continues to work with all primary and secondary school leaders in Freetown.  
The project this year has a focus on: 

– Maths improvement for 150 schools 
– Improved Gender Sensitive Leadership for 150 schools 
– General support to leadership for 200 schools 

Further details of the work of EducAid and ways in which you could help are available from 
Pat Horn - 07941 577 436, or 01257 462008, or patval@sky.com.. 
 

JAMES DAU DENG – a personal story 
 
When we received an email from Dau at Christmas thanking the 
church for his support so many years ago, I thought it would be 
good to tell you about his story in his own words and those of 
Rebecca Horn.  This was shared at our Sunday Service a few weeks 
ago and here is the fuller version of how the Lord has blessed this 
young man.  He is now married and has a lovely family and serves 
in his local church. 
 
Rebecca writes: 
I first met Dau in 2003 when I went to work for the Jesuit Refugee Service in Kakuma refugee 
camp, Kenya.  I inherited several psychosocial programmes that I was responsible for, and 
Dau was a community counsellor in one of them.  At that time, the majority of refugees in 
Kakuma were South Sudanese, and many of them, including Dau, were the 'Lost Boys' who 
had been the first group to arrive in the camp in 1991.  A lot has been written about the 
'Lost Boys' of South Sudan (read Dave Eggers' 'What is the What' if you're interested, it's a 
good read and very accurate); they experienced as children the violent loss of their families 
and homes, displacement into Ethiopia, training as child soldiers, displacement back into 
South Sudan and a long long journey into Kenya, which many of them did not survive.  Yet 
when I arrived in Kakuma in 2003, these were the young men (and some women - we don't 
hear much about the 'Lost Girls' although they exist) who made up the majority of the staff 
of the psychosocial programmes I ran.  In Kenya it it is illegal to employ refugees, so they 
worked as volunteers for a small 'incentive' payment.  And they were among the most 
committed, professional, enthusiastic people I've ever worked with.  Dau and a couple of 
others stood out as having particularly special qualities, and as the years went on I began to 
wish that I was able to do something to help him achieve his goal of furthering his education 
and returning to help rebuild his country of South Sudan. 

mailto:patval@sky.com
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I wasn't able to do much financially at that time because I was working as a volunteer myself 
(albeit a volunteer with free accommodation, food, insurance and an allowance which was 
equivalent to my Kenyan colleagues' salaries), so I began to explore other possibilities to 
support Dau to go to university in Kenya.  I managed to get small amounts from various 
places - my former church in Blackburn, the Blackburn Rotary and so on - but what made all 
the difference was the regular commitment from Christ Church Parbold to support Dau 
throughout the course of his degree.  He graduated with a BA in Social Studies in 2010, then 
returned to South Sudan and has been working for UNICEF for much of the time since.  He 
has supported his younger brothers to continue with their education, he has married and 
started a family, and he has now completed a part-time Masters programme through 
distance learning - funded entirely through his own earnings. 
Dau repies: 
Hi Dr Rebecca - am happy to receive your email again. 
Yes, I have begun 2023 well and ready for challenges ahead. 
 
Am still working with UNICEF, currently based in Juba as of September 2022. Am a Social & 
behaviour change Officer, my main role is risk communication and community engagement 
activities especially on demand generation for COVID-19 vaccination, emergency 
preparedness related to disease outbreaks such measles,  Ebola and routine immunization 
services. I am working closely with affected people where I get feedbacks from community 
about the quality of services provided to them by Humanitarian agencies and government 
departments, I like working with community so that I empower them to hold government 
and humanitarian accountable for the services they provided, although it is not easy job in 
this environment where there is limited access to information and freedom of expression. 
 
Tell the Parbold Church that Dau is doing well and helping affected communities in South 
Sudan to have resilience during all these hardships due to conflict,  economic hardship and 
climate change  which lead to mass displacement of South Sudanese, I do all these because 
of your support during my studies in Kenya when the Parbold financed my studies in Kenya.  
Currently, majority of South Sudanese went back to refugee camps in Kenya,  Uganda, 
Ethiopia and Sudan where the face a lots hardships,  children are not going to schools, no 
health facilities, no clean drinking,  no shelter and lack of food.  Let the Parbold continue 
with prayers for peace and love among South Sudanese so that peace can be realized and 
refugees return back home. 
 
Dr Rebecca  -I'm always grateful for your mentorship, coaching and guidance and financing 
my studies, May Almighty God continue blessings you.  
 
My regards to the parents.  
Best regards  
Dau  
 

THANKS 
 
Many thanks to all who have contributes to this month’s newsletter.  The next one will be an 
Easter edition on Sunday 2nd April.  Any items to be sent to me (stemilne@aol.com) by Friday  
31st March. 

mailto:stemilne@aol.com

