
 
 
 

 

Walmsley Parish News for Sunday 24 April 2022 

                                               Keeping you connected with your parish and community  
  

The Parish of Walmsley  
part of the Turton Moorland Team Ministry,  

comprising the churches of  
Christ Church Walmsley and St Andrew, Bromley Cross. 

 

"Building partnership in Christ,  
church and community" 

 

Sunday 29 May – 11.30am 
at St Andrew’s Church 

SERVICES in WALMSLEY PARISH 
 

Sunday 24 April:  Second Sunday of Easter ‘LOW SUNDAY’ 

 
 

NO 9.30am SERVICE at Christ Church Walmsley 
 

ALL are invited to our 10am (joint) SERVICE of HOLY COMMUNION  
led by Reverend Carol Hayden at St. Andrew’s Church, BX (as scheduled). 

 

PLEASE NOTE: The ANNUAL PAROCHIAL MEETING of WALMSLEY PCC is now 
POSTPONED until SUNDAY 29 MAY, preceded by a JOINT 10am SERVICE. 

 

6pm: EVENSONG at Christ Church Walmsley: A quiet, reflective service led by John Evans 
(Reader Emeritus) and Adrian Golland using the sacred words of the Book of Common Prayer.  

 

 

Wednesday 27 April: 11am: Mid-week Communion service at Christ Church Walmsley 
 

Thursday 28 April: 6pm: Interactive Family Worship at Christ Church Walmsley.  
 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Sunday 1 May: Third Sunday of Easter 
 
 

8.00am: Spoken Holy Communion at Christ Church Walmsley 
 

9.30am:  FAMILY Service at Christ Church Walmsley, with music led by River of 
Life and children's percussion accompaniment during the service! (BYO if you 
can!) This is an opportunity to hear more about the work of Christian Aid.  

 

       [NO JUNIOR CHURCH & NO PARADE this month due to the BANK HOLIDAY.] 
 

11am: Holy Communion Service at St. Andrew‟s, BX ~ with Sunday School in adjacent room 
 

And something a little different for you to try on each FIRST SUNDAY: 

4pm: SERVICE of PRAISE and THANKSGIVING at Christ Church Walmsley: 
 
 
 

Wednesday 4 May: 11am: Mid-week Communion service at Christ Church Walmsley 
     

Thursday 5 May: NO Interactive Family Worship at Christ Church Walmsley due to POLLING  
 
 
 

If you feel unable to join us yet in church, the wealth of wonderful resources  
produced from across the Turton Moorland Team will continue. Stay well – stay safe. 

Contact the team 
 Reverend Carol Hayden: 01204 587150 or revcarol@walmsleyparish.org  
 Team Rector, Canon Peter Reiss: 07935 395040 or turtonteamrector@gmail.com  
 Dawn Hitchen, Church Warden & Authorised Lay Minister for Pastoral Care: 01204 304142 

or dawn@walmsleyparish.org  
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Sharing more of Reverend Bill Braviner‟s 
wonderful #MorningPrayers to encourage and 
inspire us. May we know, trust, follow and 
show the love of the Lord in our lives.  
 

In your great love for us, Lord, you call 

us to be your people; to be a people of 
faith, knowing you, trusting you, 

following you; to be a people of hope, 
bringing the assurance of new life to a 

world in turmoil; to be a people of love, 
showing your heart to all. Amen 
 

This one was given on Good Friday: 
 

Be with us, Lord, as we journey with 
you to Calvary. As we ponder your 

passion, help us to glimpse the 
enormity of your love for us and for all 

the world, and to know that love in our 
hearts;  

for it was not the nails that held you to 

the cross, but that same love. Amen 

                                                                                                                                                                      We include here the list from our Parish for those in our prayers:           
                               If you know of others to be included, please contact us. Dawn H 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

   Prayers of Intercession 

Hear us dear Lord, as we pray for the sick, the suffering, and those in need. Comfort and 
heal all those who suffer in body, mind or spirit; give them courage and hope in their 
troubles and bring them the joy of your salvation. Our prayers and thoughts at this time are 
especially for:  John Lewer; Yvonne Ashmore; David Lord; Charles Hill; Paul Duckworth; 
Rosemary Clegg; Tiffany Young;  Gordon Bullough; Elizabeth O’Grady; Chris Foster; 
Margaret Manley; Eddie Hampson; Lily Grieve; Jane Dent; Jonathan Frank; John Evans. 

 

For our community: Staff and workers of Fortalice and Urban Outreach; 
                                   The teachers, ancillary staff and children in our schools; 
      NHS staff and volunteers. 
 

We remember too those who mourn, that You may provide comfort and help in their loss 
and sustain them through their grief. We remember the recently departed: 

Aston Robinson 
 

 

Hear us as we remember those who have died in the faith of Christ; according to your 
promises, grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom.    
 
 

w/c 24 April: Graham Wood; Leonard Kay; Joseph William Heathcock; Katie Newth;  
Valerie Baldwin;  
 

w/c 1 May: Dorothy Smith; June Anne Williams; Lewis Daniel Anderson;  
Joyce Elizabeth Sumner; Keith Horrocks; George Davies; Mark Brindle; Laurie Lowe; 
 

w/c 8 May: Christine Comber; Betty Uttam; Jack Atherton; Roy Fred Bruce; May Tector; 
 

w/c 15 May: John Chapman; Herbert Knowles; Tom Barrett, Fred Hall; Fred Carter;  
David John Banton;  
 

w/c 22 May: Elsie & Albert Thomson; Fred Ribchester; Brian Martin; Les Milburn;  
Frank Stones; Aileen Margaret Ribchester; Joseph Holt; Pauline Tague;  
Geoffrey Cooke Smith; William Charles Moss; Dean Cawkwell;  
 
 

You are the Alpha and the Omega; may we one day rejoice with you in heaven.  
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all your saints, we commend ourselves and all the human 
family to your unfailing love. Amen. 
 



What skill sets do you possess … 

could you volunteer to help in 
some way to allow our churches 
to continue running smoothly? 

Please contact Rev Carol Hayden 
01204 587150 or 

revcarol@walmsleyparish.org 
 

Thank you.  
 

YOUR CHURCH and 
COMMUNITY 
NEED YOU  

 

A message to us from our Parish Minister: Reverend Carol Hayden 
 

 

Many of you know my daily prayer practice is that of the Celtic tradition. This 
morning one of the readings was from the book of Ecclesiastes. There is certainly 
a wisdom the old preacher Koheleth shared in his book: “To everything there 
is a season and a time for every matter under heaven.”   
 

After much thought, prayer and discernment, I have decided that the season for 
my leaving Walmsley has arrived. I shall be leaving this amazing parish at the end of August. I 
am going to retire. It is 20 months since Mike died and I am still struggling! I need to take some 
time out and grieve my husband‟s death properly. I will have been here for 5 years as your 
vicar and in those years, we have accomplished so much together. In the next few months that 
lie before us, I am not planning to sit idle. There are still some things I would like us to 
accomplish together. However, these next months will go very quickly.  
 

In that time, please be assured of my prayers and I ask for your prayers as I begin a new phase 
in my life. Thank you all for your love & support.   
 

I pray that you had a wonderful and Blessed Easter. Carol 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

NEW DATE: The ANNUAL PAROCHIAL MEETING of WALMSLEY  
PCC will be held after a joint 10am Communion Service at  

St. Andrew’s Church on SUNDAY 29 MAY.  

THIS IS A PUBLIC MEETING and ALL ARE WELCOME. 
It is an opportunity for folk to find out what is going on in the Parochial  
Church Council, to have a chance to ask questions, share their  
thoughts ... and also to volunteer to be a member of the PCC  
... or to become Church Warden or PCC Secretary, for which  
there are vacancies and for which we are seeking candidates.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

As most of you know, I shall soon be stepping down as Church Warden, although 
this won‟t be the last newsletter … some of you may (or may not) be pleased to 
know…!! The role has been very rewarding in so many ways … a big learning 
curve, with many stumblings and blunders, finding skills I didn‟t know I needed … 
or even existed. I leave to pursue my pastoral calling as Authorised Lay Minister. 
So you‟ve not quite got rid of me … I‟ll still be around !!   
 

During my seven years in post, I have enjoyed considerable support from members of the 
Parish Community and special thanks must go to my former fellow church warden, Jane Dent: 
friend, confidante, mentor, teacher and colleague for most of my term of office. My grateful 
thanks go to Reverend Carol for her unstinting trust and support …although I‟ve made her wince 
at times; thanks also to members of the PCC for their 
guidance.  
 

I know that the person (or persons) - as yet unknown - 
who will undertake the role in the future will be offered 
as much support as necessary; there is a great deal of 
knowledge and guidance. There is no donation greater 
than the giving of your time ...although we also need 
to raise money !! 
 

Perhaps a new Church Warden could create and lead 
a small team of fund raisers / event co-ordinators, 
property managers and general helpers.  
 

~ Dawn Hitchen 

mailto:revcarol@walmsleyparish.org


      

We will very soon be welcoming a Ukrainian family to Walmsley Parish. 
 

Thank you to the member of our congregation who has so generously offered a house; 
thank you to those who have been so kind and forthcoming with offers of all manner of items 
needed to fully kit out a home for the family. And thank you to those who have helped to co-
ordinate this.  
 

A message from Reverend Carol:  
"I just wanted to say a massive thank you to everyone who responded to my appeal for 
things for the Ukrainian family home. I am overwhelmed by people's generosity. A big shout-
out to Kate at Bang Tidy for cleaning the house free of charge; to Frank Nuttall for cleaning 
the windows inside and out, also free of charge 'for the church'. Thank you to Neil of Bolton 
Oven Cleaning for giving up his day off and to Andrew who also gave up his day off and 
used his van to move everything for us. You are all amazing. Rev Carol x" 
 

A MESSAGE FROM REVEREND PETER REISS re ACCOMMODATION FOR FAMILIES 
from UKRAINE: As a Team, we are still trying to find accommodation. If anyone has any, 
either in their own house or a house they could offer, could they please get in touch: 
turtonteamrector@gmail.com  
 

We know many have offered to help – we now have potential connections. The immediate 
need is to find more accommodation on offer. Please would you share widely and let me 
know if there is anyone who could offer accommodation. Thank you - Peter. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

PLEASE NOTE: it is time to review the Electoral Roll for Walmsley Parish. 
You can pick up a copy of the form in church to complete. Please bring the 
completed form back into church to be collected and collated. For more 
information, please contact our Electoral Roll Officer, Stephen Brannon on 
01204 307274. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Our next meeting of Christ Church Walmsley MU will be on  
Tuesday 10 May in the home of Marjorie Isherwood at 2pm.  
For more information about Mothers’ Union, please contact  
Kath Grieve on 01204 450088.  
 

Our new members: Jasmine Kay and Irene Bailey will be formally enrolled at our 11am 
mid-week service of Holy Communion at Christ Church Walmsley on Wednesday 11 May. 
All are welcome to attend this ceremony. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
SOCIAL & COMMUNITY EVENTS 
St. Andrew‟s LADIES will be hosting their COFFEE MORNING at St. Andrew’s Church on 
Saturday 7 May 10am to midday. Delicious food will be available + various stalls 
including home produce. Please do come along and support them. 
 The next Walmsley Church Coffee Morning at WALMSLEY PARISH COMMUNITY HALL  
will be on Saturday 21 May 10am to midday. 
 

mailto:turtonteamrector@gmail.com


Many thanks for all the kind donations for Easter  
flowers in our churches. A separate notice with a list  
of names is available in church. Thank you to those  
who have created such amazing works of floral art  
- CHURCH LOOKS BEAUTIFUL.  
 

Please note: as there is no service at Christ Church this coming Sunday morning, it was 
decided that the windows would not be fully decorated, but that any remaining donations 
would be used for floral displays in the coming weeks. Thank you. 
 

 

Seen here: the wonderful EASTER VIGIL on Easter Eve and the Lighting of the Easter Fire:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And some of the beautiful floral arrangements: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

THE NEW PASCHAL CANDLE – donated by 

Anthony & Christine Williams - seen here in pride 

of place before the font, with Ruth Dover,                        

in memory of whose mother, Mary Livesey,                    

the Paschal Candle holder is dedicated. 

 

 

If you would like flowers on a particular 
Sunday to be in memory of a loved one, 
please talk to us and the dedication will 

be printed on the pew sheet. 



Newsletter for 24 April  from our Team Rector, Peter Reiss: 
 

Easter continues for 50 days until Pentecost. This comes as a surprise to some who 
presume Easter is over when the eggs are eaten. The reason for the 50 days is the gap 
between the Jewish feasts of Passover and Shavuot, both of which had harvest origins, but 
which also came to include more profound memories, Passover of Liberation from Egypt and 
Shavuot the giving of the Law on Mt Sinai. For Christians the Easter story continues through 
to the Ascension and the giving of the Holy Spirit, which happened at Pentecost. 

Jewish children are often rewarded with sweets if they learn the Scriptures on Shavuot. The 
psalms suggest God‟s Word is sweeter than honey, it is a light to give us clarity on our 
paths, it is a delight. 

One of the great darknesses in the history of the Church has been its anti-semitism, and the 
view that the Law in the Old Testament was somehow bad and Jesus freed us from it, that 
Jews were bad, and Christians are better. Jesus was a Jew, he was circumcised as a 
Jewish boy, he grew up with the rhythm of the Festivals, he taught in the synagogues, 
clearly a respected teacher, who upheld the Law but interpreted it through the deeper values 
and principles. It was this that got him into trouble with the establishment.  

What is true, and it is true of churches, is that what started as a guide and a help became an 
end in itself, with ever more particular interpretations, and even an idolising of the object 
when it should rather be a lens through which we see God. Churches too can become 
trapped in traditions that may have been good, may even still be good, but are not 
necessary, and can become burdensome. 

In the seven Sundays of the Easter season we reflect on the wonderful, joyous encounters 
that the risen Jesus had with disciples – not heavy teaching sessions, but meals, 
conversations, the offer of peace. The risen Jesus has a lightness of touch about him, a life-
giving quality, we might say a radiance. Some of us may be trapped in a more legalistic 
approach, an overly dutiful approach and we need to be reminded of the joy of the Lord. The 
risen Jesus however still gave instructions, direction to his disciples. The key word 
throughout the gospel is “Follow” and some are not so keen on that, we prefer to bob in and 
out as it is convenient to us. We should not be caught in either legalism or casualness – 
Dance is joyous and “free” but it is also disciplined and takes practice and intention. So 
should our walk with God be. 

The light-giving, life-giving joyous risen Jesus calls on those who have found him to go and 
live in the way he calls, not just the way we want. 

As we move from Easter to Pentecost, from Passover to Shavuot, we need to remember 
what we are set free for, as well as what we are set free from; we should delight in the 
directions of God, guided by his Spirit and through the Word, the rich, „God-breathed‟ 
collection of writings, a symphony of praise, wisdom and teaching, and yes we can have 
some sweets if we have learnt some more, why not? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
       

News from Walmsley CE School  
 
 

Head Teacher, Mrs Debra Carr, has announced her intention to resign her post with 
effect from the end of August and will not be returning in the new academic year. 

Mrs Carr shared in a letter - posted on the school website on Friday 1 April - what an honour 
and privilege it has been to be the head teacher of this wonderful school over the past eighteen 
years and to have been part of all that it offers.   

 



Angie Foster, Assistant Church Warden at Christ Church Walmsley and 
Authorised Lay Minister for Prayer and Spirituality has been leading new styles 
of worship on THE FIRST SUNDAY of each month at 4pm in Christ Church 

Walmsley. The next service will be on 1 May at 4pm at Christ Church 
Walmsley and will be a SERVICE of PRAISE & THANKSGIVING.  
Please do come along  
 

After the joy of Easter and the  
promise of the ascension of  

our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, as  
well as the return to a more normal way of 
life, after two years of living through a  
pandemic, we have much to praise God  
and be thankful for. We are also looking  
forward to the celebrations for the  
Platinum Jubilee of HM Queen. 
 

If you are seeking an opportunity to thank  
God for what you are grateful for in your own life and what we have and share as a 
community, come and join us for a service of uplifting music and singing, poems, words and 
prayers. Please help us to raise the roof - we would love to see you there and you‟ll be most 
welcome! 

 

ALSO: Would you be interested in an OPEN PRAYER MIC 
evening? 
 

Angie is offering to open Christ Church Walmsley at 7pm on a Monday 
evening once a month for prayer or thanksgiving.  
“I anticipate that it would be for 30 – 40 minutes, to enable you to come 

to a holy and quiet place to pray or to give thanks for anything that has touched your life, or 
those around you. Rather than me leading the prayers, I am offering an opportunity for silent 
contemplation and an „Open Prayer Mic‟ time for people to say and share prayers with 
others, if you wish.” ~ Angie 
 

The suggested evening for the first one is Monday 9th May at 7pm. It would be helpful if you 
could indicate your interest to Angie on 01204 301511 ~ “I would love to hear from you!” 
 
Angie invites us to SHARE A PRAYER  
for which she would like YOUR help! 
 

She explains: "I have had an idea to create a  
Share a Prayer feature in the Parish Newsletter 
each month, so I am asking you to forward a prayer  
that you would like to be included.  
 

“As a starting point, I am suggesting there could be a  
different theme each month, linked to the 4pm service  
on the first Sunday of the month. 
 

"May‟s service is Praise and Thanksgiving, so if you  
would like to share a prayer, that you know and use,  
or would like to write yourself, please send any  
contributions on that theme to: angie@walmsleyparish.org – or leave in church marked  
FAO ANGIE FOSTER and I will be happy to collate them into a feature.” 
 

The closing date is 10 May. If you would like this to become a regular slot, I need your help, 
so please write and send!! Thank you. Angie  

mailto:angie@walmsleyparish.org


A reminder about the opportunity to get involved to help your local COMMUNITY HALL  
 

We're fundraising for the toilets refurbishment next. Do you know of any local companies or trades 
people who might be willing to donate materials or offer their services to keep our costs down? If 
you have any known contacts who might help, please message Hall Manager, Gemma Gardiner. 
(Details below) We are always looking for volunteers,  
so if you can help us in any capacity, please do get in touch. 
Thank you to everyone who has helped in any way to reach this point. 
 

Your support is appreciated. If you would like to make a donation towards the 
upkeep and refurbishment of the Hall for the benefit of the whole community, 
please go on our Walmsley Parish website or use this QR code ...  
We want our Hall to be VALUED, VITAL, VIBRANT ...and VIABLE for many 
years to come.  Please support our Hall – or risk losing it !! 
 
 

 

You can contact our Walmsley Parish Community Hall Manager, Gemma 
Gardiner, on 07598 998315 
 
 

WE ARE ALWAYS OPEN TO IDEAS FOR KEEPING OUR COMMUNITY 
HALL OPEN IN THE HEART OF OUR COMMUNITY ...  !!! 
      

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
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OTHER EVENTS at WALMSLEY PARISH COMMUNITY HALL: 

  

 

 

 
 

   
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
WORSHIP AT HOME RESOURCES 
The wonderful weekly 'Worship at Home' resources for adults and children 

are on our Turton Moorland Team Website: 
https://turtonmoorlandteam.co.uk/resources/. 
 

New materials are created each week from across the Turton Moorland 
Team Ministry and collated by the Worship Team at St. Maxentius.  
Thank you to Jan Bennett, Authorised Lay Minister at St. Maxentius for 
collating this resource each week and thank you to all who contribute to it 
and access it for their private worship. (If you would like this delivered 
each week, please contact Dawn Hitchen on 01204 304142)  

 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 

An invitation from Walmsley Church Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society: 
The time has finally arrived… Tickets for our show Guys and Dolls are now on SALE  
 

Please get in touch with our Box Office Manager on 07516 642299, or visit our website.  
Better get them quick, or else it‟s a „gamble‟ if any will be any left  
 

We can‟t wait to see all you lovely people finally after so long  
 

Nora Howcroft, President of WCAODS reports that AKT (Amateur Kids Theatre) are coming along 
brilliantly in their rehearsals for 'Annie Jr.'  [30 June to 2 July] 
 

Tickets are on sale for both these shows and are selling well. Not only that, tickets are also on 
sale for our November production of 'Elf'. These are available from Lindsay our Box Office 
Manager on 07516 642299 or via our website www.walmsleychurchaods.co.uk  
 

As a special thank you to our loyal supporters we are waiving the book fee on all three of 
these productions this year. 
 
 

     GRUB TUB: Please do continue to remember those who rely on food  
               donations. As a church we have supported Urban Outreach in a number  

of ways, including donating to the Grub Tubs in each church. URBAN OUTREACH rely  
on the generosity of food donors to provide food parcels to those in need across  
the borough. Thank you to those who have given recently. 
 

Thank you for reading 
 

Please know that you continue to be in our thoughts and prayers.  
Stay safe and keep well. Love and blessings from the 'TEAM' at Walmsley Parish.  

 

As always, our heart-felt message to you is one of FAITH, HOPE, PEACE, JOY and LOVE. If we 
can help you in any way, please contact a member of the ‘Parish Team’. Stay well – stay safe – 

Dawn H x 
 

Please share your feedback with us: Which resources do you access?  
What have you enjoyed and found useful? It would be great to know, please email us:   

Dawn Hitchen: dawn@walmsleyparish.org 
or Nikki Barlow: stanneswithstjames@gmail.com 

 

 Here is the link to share to sign up for the Walmsley Parish News: 
https://mailchi.mp/.../join-our-walmsley-parish-newsletter 

 
 

PAYING FOR THE CHURCH YOU LOVE  
 

Committing to regular giving by STANDING ORDER is very easy and, if you pay tax, Gift Aid 

adds an extra 25%. Gift Aid forms are at the back of church. Thank you. 
 

Christ Church Walmsley:    
Acc no.10251161 - Sort code: 16 – 00 – 06  
Payable to Walmsley Parochial Church 
 

  
 

 

St. Andrew’s, BX:  

Acc no. 91505262 - Sort code: 40 - 12 – 41    
Payable to St. Andrew’s                                                            
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ST MAXENTIUS WORSHIP AT HOME  EASTER 2 - SUNDAY 24th APRIL 
INTRODUCTION 
 

Good morning everyone and I hope you had a happy Easter;  
It was a wonderful church service on Easter morning and so lovely to 
see everyone. The sun was shining; a perfect day showing hope and 
happiness after a tough time for all. 
 

I hope that you feel that Easter is a fresh start and a time of hope. We 
will continue to hear what it was like for the disciples and followers of 
Jesus, as for them, it was a time of change and uncertainty. Thomas is 
certainly the one we remember in his inability to believe what has 
happened, as we will hear in the Gospel reading today. 
The intercessions are by Joyce Armstrong and the reflection by Rev Hannah Lane;  
many thanks to them. Jan Bennett – Authorised Lay Minister for Worship. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed Alleluia. 
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He has given us new life and hope. He has raised Jesus from the dead. 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed Alleluia. 
 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
 

Almighty God, your Son opened for us a new and living way into your presence. Give us new hearts 
and constant wills to worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF PENITENCE 
 

Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. Let us therefore rejoice by 
putting away all malice and evil and confessing our sins with a sincere and true 
heart. 
 

Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done evil in your sight. We 
are sorry and repent. Have mercy on us according to your love. Wash away 
our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. Renew a right spirit within us 
and restore us to the joy of your salvation, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

GLORIA 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.                        
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 
praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT 
 

Almighty Father, You have given Your only Son to die for our sins and to rise again for our 
justification: grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness that we may 
always serve you in pureness of living and truth; through the merits of Your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 
THE NEW TESTAMENT READING     ACTS 5. 27-32 
 
 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL     JOHN 20, 19-31. 
 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. Glory to you O Lord. 
 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ. 
 

  

Please see the 
LECTIONARY 
SHEET for the 
readings for 

this Sunday. 



REFLECTION 
 

There is some interesting translation debate amongst bible scholars as to whether what we read 
today as „believe‟ would in fact be better translated as „trust‟. The usual prologues into John‟s gospel 
suggest that the purpose of John‟s gospel is that hearers will either come to „believe‟ or continue to 
„believe‟ that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. Thus it follows that the passage we have today 
is about whether or not Thomas „believes‟. 
 

If, however, we embrace „trust‟ rather than „believe‟ there is suddenly a slightly more nuanced 
version of what we hear today. Jesus‟ words to Thomas become: “Do not be distrusting but trusting” 
and “Are you trusting because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to trust.” 
 

How does the concept of trust illuminate the Gospel differently? We live in a world where it is 
sometimes difficult to trust, yet there are also some who are relying on the trust economy to keep 
themselves going, even to thrive. Behind where I live there is a farm that has a shed at the end of its 
lane selling eggs with a box for people to deposit their payment into. Some people are able to open 
their homes in an AirBnB style, this requires trust. Some of us may even be considering how we 
might help Ukrainian refugees we find in our area, offering our support, relying on trust. 
 

Within this economy of trust, there is also an element of risk. Jesus‟s disciples in the wake of his 
crucifixion were at great risk. Jesus doesn‟t promise that their ministry will be risk free, but he still 
asks them to trust. Cooperation with him requires trust, what he is asking of them brings risk. One 
can‟t exist without the other but we should be prompted to ask ourselves today: If we neglect to 
grow our trust in Jesus by avoiding risk, how can we possibly cooperate with Jesus‟ post-
resurrection ministry? 
 

Jesus does what he can to establish a trust relationship with Thomas, he offers his scars and 
Thomas sees and trusts. This is the start, and the trust relationship is nurtured from here on in. 
What Jesus demonstrates here is the evolution of trust through relationship with Thomas. Trust is 
not a one-time, absolute assent, but a relational virtue that can be nurtured and grown. Let us use 
Thomas‟ example of trust today to show how we might enjoy this relationship growth based on trust 
too.          Rev Hannah 
 
THE CREED 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, and is seated on the right hand of the Father; 
he will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

INTERCESSIONS 
During the intercessions, we pray for the church, our country, our government, 
people in difficulty and those who have died. You can use your own prayers or if 
you prefer here are some on today’s theme. 
 

 

In the knowledge that God is here with us, let us pray. 
 
We remember how the women came to the tomb, intending to anoint your body 

only to find the tomb empty, your body gone. 
 

We remember how the disciples refused to believe, dismissing the women‟s tale as nonsense, only 
suddenly you were there standing among them. 
 

We remember how Mary stood weeping in the garden, confused and shaken, mistaking you for a 
gardener, and then you spoke and tears gave way to laughter. 
 

We remember how two weary travellers were walking on the Emmaus road, disappointed and 
disillusioned, their hopes in tatters, their dreams crushed, and then you were with them, Christ 
crucified but risen. 
 



We remember how Thomas doubted, could not accept the resurrection until he‟d seen you for 
himself, until he‟d touched your wounds and seen you face to face. And then you were there and 
after doubt there was faith. Amen. 
We pray for our Church and ask your blessing on all who teach the good news in today‟s uncertain 
world, we ask for your continued guidance and support for all our bishops, priests and deacons. 
                Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

 

We pray for all the many areas of our world which are torn apart by hatred and violence, famine, 
disease or religious differences; we pray for an end to conflict and a deeper commitment to peace. 
                 Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

We pray for all our families and friends, those near to us and those we seldom see; we ask you to 
dwell in our homes both through times of joy, heartache and sadness teaching us to show one 
another the love and understanding you show to us. 

               Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

We pray for all who are suffering as we gather here this morning remembering especially those 
known to us. Gather them up in your love and give them your healing, your strength and courage, 
your hope and wholeness. Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

We pray for all who have died; thinking especially of those from our Book of Remembrance. 
Welcome them into your presence, give comfort and strength to those who love them and miss their 
company, and give us all a greater understanding of the new life you offer.    
        Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

We remember today how, though all questioned, all struggled to accept the glorious truth, still you 
came, restoring hope to hearts dulled by despair, joy to lives bowed down in sorrow. Good news 
then - still good news today. 
 
Rejoicing in the fellowship of St. Maxentius and all your saints, we commend ourselves and the 
whole of your creation to your unfailing love. 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 

our daily bread, forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil. For the Kingdom the power and the glory are yours now 

and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

 
THE BLESSING 
 
God the Father, by whose glory Christ was 
raised from the dead, strengthen us to 
walk  with him in his risen life; and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit be with us all now                  
and forever more. Amen. 
 


