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The District Church Council (DCC)
The DCC is established by a Scheme made under Rule 18 of the Church Representation 
Rules which came into effect on 1 March 2018. The Scheme specifies membership of the 
DCC and its functions as well as its relationship to the Parochial Church Council (PCC). 
The PCC of Stoke-upon-Trent and Fenton is a charity registered with the Charity 
Commission (Charity Number 1193760). It has the responsibility of co-operating with the 
incumbent, the Revd Canon Andrew Wickens, in promoting in the ecclesiastical parish the 
whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. The parish 
incorporates the district churches of All Saints, Hanley, Christ Church, Fenton, St Paul's, 
Mount Pleasant, as well as Stoke Minster (St Peter ad Vincula).

This Annual Report for the Stoke Minster District Church Council should be read alongside
the Annual Parish Report and Financial Statements for the Parish of Stoke-upon-Trent & 
Fenton. The Annual Parish Report is presented at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
(APCM) which is required to take place within four weeks of the Annual District Meeting.

Membership of the DCC from last year's Annual District Meeting: 

The Team Clergy 

The Revd Canon Andrew Wickens (Rector) 
The Revd Geoff Eze (Minster Priest) 
Fr Tommy Merry (until April 2022)
The Revd Bill Durose 
The Revd Vivienne Flanagan (until February 2022)
The Revd Gloria Harrison

The Laity 

Paul Adams (District Warden)
Jonathan Hill (Deanery Synod Representative – until February 2022)
Pauline Clayton (PCC representative)



All the above are ex-officio members of the DCC. 
Other DCC representatives elected as follows: 
Fiona Fowler
Don Titley
Wendy Daw
Vicky Heath

Officers

Paul Adams District Warden
Fiona Fowler Assistant Warden
Vicky Heath Secretary

Statement on Safeguarding 
The District Church Council has, with the Parochial Church Council, complied with the duty
under section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline Measure 2016 (duty to have 
due regard to House of Bishops' guidance on safeguarding children and vulnerable 
adults). Mrs Dot Poggio was appointed as Parish Safeguarding Officer in March 2021. The
Parish Safeguarding Policy was reviewed in March 2021 and the current policy is available
to view on the website (safeguarding.stokeminster.org). A copy is also available on the 
noticeboard. 

Policies of the District Church Council
Where the District Church Council receives booking income (e.g. from concerts and 
events), 20% is transferred to the Fabric Fund. 80% remaining in the unrestricted Church 
Fund (policy decision agreed by the DCC on 15th September 2021).

Reflections on the year (2021)
Once more, 2021 found us living in the shadow of the global pandemic. The year had no 
sooner begun than the UK was once more sent into lockdown until the Spring. Measures 
which churches had taken since the start of the pandemic, developing online services and 
remote communication came once more into play.

Even when lockdown came to an end, severe restrictions remained in place affecting the 
numbers able to attend funerals and weddings. Regular Sunday (and midweek) worship 
was likewise affected, with social distancing measures put in place and for much of the 
year, no refreshments served. Although many belonging to the worshipping community 
were able to return and the activities of the Minster resume, it was still not possible to 
socialise as we had been able to do previously. Fundraising activities for the church were 
also impacted. Although some concerts did resume in the course of the year (being more 
static), no fayres were able to take place since these inevitably involve the mingling of 
people.

Some notable events did though take place. The Minster was approached to host a 

https://safeguarding.stokeminster.org/


service in April commemorating HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh when we were 
joined by the new Bishop of Stafford, the Rt Revd Matthew Parker, who preached. Bishop 
Matthew was again with us in October when the Minster hosted the welcome service for 
the new Archdeacon of Stoke-upon-Trent, Dr Megan Smith. The Minster was also to host a
service for Armed Forces Day in June.

The District Church Council (DCC) met in all eight times during the year (some of these 
meetings taking place remotely because of the pandemic). As well as regular reviews of 
COVID restrictions and the financial affairs of the church, the DCC was able to consider 
the Deanery’s Shaping for Mission process and other matters pertaining to the mission 
and ministry of the church.

Discussions continued with the City Council regarding the state of the churchyard and after
attempts at a volunteer programme of maintenance, eventually a return was made by the 
City to more regular care and maintenance of the churchyard. Discussions also took place 
regarding the district heating scheme (a means to ensure that the Minster can move to 
net-zero heating potentially in future) and churchyard lighting; both of which are ongoing. 
The main fabric improvements to the church in the course of the year included the 
introduction of a new silent training bell in the bell tower to help novice ringers learn and 
new wireless microphones as part of a review of the sound system.

Canon Andrew Wickens

Finance Report
The Minster’s finances are incorporated into the Financial Statements for the Parish of 
Stoke-upon-Trent and Fenton which are subject to independent examination. These will be
presented at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting taking place at Stoke Minster on 18 th 
May 2022.

The Diocese of Lichfield Board of Finance assigns each year a figure for the parish share 
allocation for the historic Stoke Team. In 2021 this figure was £53,379. The PCC then 
determines the allocation expected from each district church council (DCC). The Minster 
was duly assessed at £40,034.

During 2021 the DCC paid £29,358 towards parish share (of the £40,034) that was due. 
Although parish share shortfall does not constitute a legally enforceable debt, the DCC 
recognises its responsibility to the wider church for the costs of ministry. The Financial 
Statements thus show that the liability of the Minster grew by £7,090 in 2021 to reach a 
total of £63,706.

The Minster’s funds include historic endowment, restricted funds (the Organ Fund and 
Charity Fund), designated funds (the Fabric Fund) as well as unrestricted funds. Although 
the Minster ended 2021 with £56,616 in cash (held in various bank and savings accounts 
as well as deposit funds) in reality the balance in the Minster’s unrestricted fund was at 
year end -£31,197. In other words, the only way that the Minster could meet its historic 
obligations for Parish Share would be by liquidating some or all of the historic endowment. 
Clearly this is a real concern going forward.



The pandemic has had a significant impact on our income, both from lettings, from 
fundraising and from parochial fees (many weddings having been postponed). Collections 
at services were also, of course, seriously affected. And yet regular planned giving from 
members of the congregation has continued. Where donors have been on our envelope 
scheme this has often meant that contributions have accumulated at home over lockdown 
and have then been brought once the church has reopened. We are grateful for the 
generous support of many who continue to give financially or through the gift of their time 
and talents in sustaining the work of the church.

Canon Andrew Wickens

Fabric Report
Various aspects of routine maintenance have been undertaken as follows:

• Maintenance of organ

• Maintenance of the roof alarm

• Inspection of the lightning protection

• Portable appliance testing

• Inspection of fire extinguishers

• Boiler maintenance

Maintenance of the churchyard by the City Council has resumed in the course of 2021 
after an experiment with using volunteer ground staff. Discussions are ongoing with the 
City regarding external lighting and the district heating scheme.

Canon Andrew Wickens

Report on Changes to the District Roll
At the Annual District Meeting in 2022, there were 83 names on the Minster’s District Roll. 
All those on the District Roll are automatically on the Electoral Roll for the Parish of Stoke 
& Fenton and eligible to vote at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM).

We give thanks for Hilda Halls and Bernard Perry, both of whom died in the last year and 
whose names have been removed from the District Roll. There have been no new 
additions to the District Roll.

Canon Andrew Wickens
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