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Welcome to our worship today. We are still in the season of Christmas, rejoicing in 

the Word made flesh, coming to dwell among us; the light of his presence never 

being overcome by the darkness.  

 

 

You stepped down from heaven, humbly You came 

God of all creation, here with us  

In a starlit manger,  Emmanuel 

Light of the world, here to save 

 

Adore, come let us adore 

Oh come let us adore Him 

The Lord, worship Christ, the Lord 

Let all that is within us, adore 

 

Wise men bring their treasures, shepherds bow low 

Angel voices sing of peace on earth 

What have I to offer to heaven's King 

I will bring my life, my love, my all  

 

Angels sing, praises ring to the newborn King 

Peace on earth, here with us, joy awakening 

At your feet we fall 

(Graham Kendrick) 

 

 

May the God of new days be with you. 

And also with you. 

People of Christmas, lift up your hopes. 

We lift them to the one who comes bringing new life to us. 

People of hope, offer your thanksgiving to God. 

Joy bubbles from our hearts,  

praises dance from our lips to our loving God. 

 

 

 



 

 

Since the day the angel came 

It seemed that everything had changed 

The only certain thing, was the child that moved within 

On the road that would not end, winding down to Bethlehem 

So far away from home   

 

Just a blanket on the floor, of a vacant cattle stall 

But there the child was born, she held Him in her arms 

And as she laid Him down to sleep, she wondered, will it always be 

So bitter and so sweet? 

 

And did she see there in the straw by His head a thorn 

And did she smell myrrh in the air on that starry night 

And did she hear angels sing not so far away 

'Til at last the sun rose blood-red 

In the morning sky  

 

Then the words of ancient seers tumbled down the centuries 

A virgin shall conceive, God with us, Prince of Peace 

Man of Sorrows, strangest name, oh Joseph there it comes again 

So bitter yet so sweet  

 

And as she watched Him through the years 

Her joy was mingled with her tears 

And she'd feel it all again, the glory and the shame 

And when the miracles began, she wondered, who is this man 

And where will this all end? 

 

'Til against a darkening sky, the Son she loved was lifted high 

And with His dying breath, she heard Him say 'Father forgive' 

And to the criminal beside, today - with me in Paradise 

So bitter yet so sweet  

(Graham Kendrick) 

 

 

 

A reading from the gospel according to John beginning at chapter 1 verse 1. 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him 

was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness 

to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the 

light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world. 



 

 

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 

did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 

accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of 

the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him 

and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead 

of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, 

grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, 

who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.  

You may like to spend some time this week, perhaps even each day, to read and 

meditate on this wonderful passage of scripture. Ask the Holy Spirit to settle these 

words in your heart and to show you new and wonderful things about the Word 

made Flesh. 

 

Oh kneel me down again, here at Your feet 

Show me how much You love humility 

Oh Spirit be the star that leads me to   

The humble heart of love  I  see in You 

  

You are the God of the broken 

The friend of the weak 

You wash the feet of the weary 

Embrace the ones in need 

I want to be like You, Jesus 

To have this heart in me 

You are the God of the humble 

You are the humble King 

 

Walk by my side again, and comfort me 

Let me be counsellor and friend to thee 

Your grace is raised so high, it shines a light    

Upon my lowly heart, now burning bright 

(Brenton Brown) 

 

 

I believe in God the Father, who, from the heavens God created, sent the Son to 

save God’s fallen world. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

announced by angels, worshipped by shepherds and wise men,  

who lived to suffer, die, and rise again, to free me from the power of sin and death. 

 



 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, who has brought me to faith in the Christ,  

and by whose continual work in my heart, I am ever led to lay before the cradle of 

the Christ my worship, 

 

my life, and my love, so that I might live with him  

And serve him, both now, and forever. 

Amen 

(Paris United Methodist Church) 

 

 

Let’s pray 

 

 

Christ the light of the world has come 

to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 

In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 

 

You were born for our salvation: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

You came as Saviour to bring wholeness and peace: 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

You come to bring light into the darkness of our lives: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

May God who loved the world so much 

that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 

forgive us our sins 

and make us holy to serve him in the world, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

(Church of England Common Worship) 

 

Almighty God, 

in the birth of your Son 

you have poured on us the new light of your incarnate Word, 

and shown us the fullness of your love: 

help us to walk in his light and dwell in his love 

that we may know the fullness of his joy; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

 



 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven  

 

Follow the star to a place unexpected 

Would you believe after all we've projected 

A child in a manger   

Lowly and small, the weakest of all 

Unlikeliest hero, wrapped in His mother's shawl 

Just a child, is this who we've waited for  

 

How many kings stepped down from their thrones? 

How many lords have abandoned their homes? 

How many greats have become the least for me?   

And how many gods have poured out their hearts? 

To romance a world that is torn all apart 

How many fathers gave up their sons for me?  

 

Bringing our gifts for the newborn Saviour 

All that we have, whether costly or meek 

Because we believe   

Gold for His honour and frankincense for His pleasure 

And myrrh for the cross He'll suffer 

Do you believe   

Is this who we've waited for  

 

Only one did that for me  

All for me, all for you  

(Marc Martel) 

 

Jesus, Lord of time, 

hold us in your eternity. 

Jesus, image of God, 

travel with us the life of faith. 

Jesus, friend of sinners, 

heal the brokenness of our world. 

Jesus, Lord of tomorrow, 

draw us into your future. Amen. 

 

 

 

Now may the peace of the Lord be with you, be with you 

Now may the peace of the Lord be with you, be with you 

Now and always 

  

May the Lord bless you, May the Lord keep you 

And may God s face shine upon you always 

And give you peace  

(Graham Kendrick) 
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