
 

 

 

St Edmund’s Taverham with St Peter’s Ringland 

 

Worship for Sunday 3rd 

October 

 

Harvest Thanksgiving 
 

This week we are celebrating Harvest. We gather today to give thanks for all God’s 

goodness to us. We will sing God’s praise, we will hear some words from scripture 

and we will pray for the earth which God has made and loves.  

 

Our gathering song 

 

Give thanks to the Lord our God and King 

His love endures forever 

For He is good, He is above all things 

His love endures forever 

Sing praise, sing praise 

 

With a mighty hand and an outstretched arm 

His love endures forever 

For the life that's been reborn 

His love endures forever 

Sing praise, sing praise 

 

Sing praise, sing praise 

Forever God is faithful 

Forever God is strong 

Forever God is with us 

Forever, forever   

 

From the rising to the setting sun 

His love endures forever 

And by the grace of God we will carry on 

His love endures forever 

Sing praise sing praise 

(Chris Tomlin) 

 

 

God of life and love, 

we offer you our thanks and praise in this season of Harvest. We thank you that you 

are Creator and Provider, 

the source of all goodness. 

We thank you for the sunshine and the rain, 

for the land and the soil. 

We thank you for the miracle of fertility and growth, 



 

 

for the rhythm of nature and life. 

We thank you for crops and livestock, farmers and growers. We thank you for our 

calling to be co-creators with you 

and we pray especially for all who share with you 

in the task of growing and supplying the food we eat. 

God of life and love, 

we offer you our thanks and praise. Amen. 

 

We plough the fields and scatter the good seed on the land 

But it is fed and watered by God's almighty hand 

He sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain 

The breezes and the sunshine and soft refreshing rain 

 

All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above 

Then thank the Lord O thank the Lord for all His love 

 

He only is the maker of all things near and far 

He paints the wayside flower, He lights the evening star 

The winds and waves obey Him,by Him the birds are fed 

Much more to us, His children, He gives our daily bread 

 

We thank Thee then O Father for all things bright and good 

The seed-time and the harvest, our life our health our food 

Accept the gifts we offer, for all Thy love imparts 

And what Thou most desirest, our humble thankful hearts 

(Jane Montgomery Campbell) 

 

 

A walk down Memory Lane 

 

 

A reading from the gospel according to Matthew beginning at chapter 6 verse 25. 

 

25‘ Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you 

will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and 

the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor 

reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not 

of more value than they? 27And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to 

your span of life?  

 

28And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they 

grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 

clothed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is 

alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe 

you—you of little faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or 

“What will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” 32For it is the Gentiles who strive for 

all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 

things.  

 



 

 

33But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things 

will be given to you as well. 

 

When you read these words what thoughts. What might you want to ask Jesus 

about them? 

 

 

Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently 

Nourish the life of the world in our care 

Gift of great wonder, ours to surrender 

Trust for the children tomorrow will bear 

 

We who endanger, who create hunger 

Agents of death for all creatures that live 

We who would foster clouds of disaster 

God of our planet, forestall and forgive 

 

Let there be greening, birth from the burning 

Water that blesses and air that is sweet 

Health in God's garden, hope in God's children 

Regeneration that peace will complete 

 

God of all living, God of all loving 

God of the seedling, the snow and the sun 

Teach us, deflect us, Christ reconnect us 

Using us gently, and making us one 

(Shirley Erena Murray) 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Consider the birds of the air; 

they do not sow or gather into barns, 

yet our heavenly Father feeds them. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; 

they do not toil nor spin, 

yet even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

How little faith we have. 

Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

God of justice, 

you call us to stand together, 

to walk side by side, 

to share ideas, dreams and burdens – 



 

 

to work together for a just harvest of your good gifts. 

Together, we have the power to grow hope, to plant seeds that yield a better 

future. This season, we pray with our global family. May we embrace the gift of 

each other – and walk side by side with our 

sisters and brothers 

to bring about change. 

Together, we’re stronger. 

May we offer our gifts this season (Christian Aid) 

 

 

Creator God, 

you made the goodness of the land,  

the riches of the sea 

and the rhythm of the seasons; 

as we thank you for the harvest, 

may we cherish and respect 

this planet and its peoples, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven 

 

 

Give thanks with a grateful heart 

Give thanks to the Holy One 

Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son 

 

Give thanks with a grateful heart 

Give thanks to the Holy One 

Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son 

 

And now let the weak say, I am strong 

Let the poor say, I am rich 

Because of what the Lord has done for us  

 

And now let the weak say, I am strong 

Let the poor say, I am rich 

Because of what the Lord has done for us, give thanks 

(Henry Smith) 

 

 

May God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the source of all goodness and 

growth, pour his blessing upon all things created, 

and upon us his children, 

that we may use his gifts to his glory 

and the welfare of all peoples; 

and the blessing of God Almighty father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon us,  

this day and forevermore. Amen 

 



 

 

Now may the peace of the Lord be with you, be with you 

Now may the peace of the Lord be with you, be with you 

Now and always 

  

May the Lord bless you, May the Lord keep you 

And may God s face shine upon you always 

And give you peace 

(Graham Kendrick) 
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