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BILLESDON   ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 

Please see the notice in the Church Porch for the more regular “in person” services in addition 
to the regular Zoom services. The Church is now open on Thursday morning for private prayer. 
1st Sunday: All Age Worship.   3rd Sunday: All Age Holy Communion.    
5th Sunday: Launde Deanery 
Churchwardens: Mr K Evans, 6 High Acres (0116) 259 6438 

Mrs A Grindley, 3 Forge Court (0116) 259 6741 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 

Mr J Williamson          
Mr D Mills 6 High Acres       

(0116) 259 6448 
 (0116)259 6975 

Organist & Director of Music  Dr Simon Ainge 07971 833110 
Children’s Groups:  Mr & Mrs Ratcliffe (0116) 259 6246

 SKEFFINGTON   ST. THOMAS BECKET 
Sunday Services: see church porch and printed notice. 

Churchwardens: Mrs B Preston (0116) 259 9147 
Mr W G Ginns, White Lodge (0116) 259 6301 

Secretary: Mr D Holland (0116) 259 6550 
Treasurer: Mrs Valerie Chouler (0116) 259 9477 
Organ: Mr D Holland & Mr M Griffiths (0116) 259 9254  

GOADBY  ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
Sunday Services: See Church noticeboard  
Churchwardens: Keith Evans & Andrea Grindley  See contacts above 
Hon Secretary & 
Churchwarden:  Charles Stewart, Hillcroft, Goadby    (0116) 259 8310 
Hon Treasurer:  Hugh Stevenson, The Dower House, Goadby (0116) 259 8294 

Please  let  the  Vicar  or  Churchwardens  know  of  anyone  who  is  sick,  
or who would appreciate a visit. Holy Communion may be brought to anyone 
who is  unable to get to Church. 

ROLLESTON 
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

NOSELEY 
ST. MARY 

This page is kindly sponsored 
by:    

E C GILBERT Ltd 
Great Glen 

Tel: 0116 259 2267 

 

Parish Priest: Rev’d Alison Booker, The Vicarage, Gaulby Road, Billesdon           Tel: 0116 259 6321 
                Curate: Rev’d Rosie Homer, 20a Weare Close, Billesdon LE7 9DY           Tel: 0116 259 9517 

 HUNGARTON   ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST  
  Sunday services: 

 

1st Sunday    see church porch  
  Churchwardens: Cynthia Mclaughlan (0116) 259 5680 

BILLESDON BAPTIST CHAPEL 
Sunday Service: 10.30   Sunday Worship 

         & Wowzers (on ZOOM) 
Contact:  Brian Boley Tel 07485 046000 

 billesdonpastor@gmail.com 

KEYHAM  ALL SAINTS 
Sunday Services: 2nd Sunday   see church porch  

Churchwardens: Richard Windle             (0116) 259 5281    

Hugh Henderson          (0116) 259 5214 

User
Text Box
For the time being there will be a ZOOM service at 10am each Sunday (link Julia.Unna@leicestercofe.org)
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We have our very own Para Olympic 
Gold Medallist; Laura Sugar! If this 
was 2012 we might have had a gold 
pillar box! Please see the Peter 
Francis “Story” on page 9.

*       *       * 
Last month (September issue, 2021) we 
published an appeal from the chairman 
of Billesdon Parish Council for individuals 
to fill vacancies on the Parish Council.  At 
about the same time a note appeared on 
the Billesdon Community Facebook site 
seeking someone to take charge of the 
setting up and decoration of the 
Christmas tree in Billesdon Market 
Square. Many other institutions, clubs 
and societies are looking for persons to 
fill vacancies, either in a support or 
organisational capacity. 

When speaking to possible candidates, 
one often hears the concern “Oh, I 
would not know how to do that”, or “I 
don’t want to become involved; I might 
be asked to do something”!  It goes 
without saying that becoming involved 
does result in one “having to do 
something”, however, there is much to 
commend “becoming involved”. 
Learning about organisations leads to 
great personal satisfaction with the 
reward from providing support to the 
community. Being involved in an 
organisation allows one to meet people 
and learn about those living in your 
community neighbourhood.

New representatives introduce new
ideas. This, in turn, helps to counteract 
the inertia that can occur when the 
same individuals are left to fill certain 
roles ad infinitum.  

As we, hopefully, emerge from the 
pandemic, this may be an opportunity 
for us all to question ourselves as to 
where we go in the future. There is much 
to be gained by seeking a change in 
activity, becoming involved in 
organisations around us, and avoiding 
leaving the responsibilities to the same 
few. 

*        *        * 
On a totally different matter, I had 
reason to attend a funeral service in 
Rochester Cathedral. On looking around 
the ancient building I could not help but 
notice, set into the West gable above the 
entrance porch, four large memorials to 
the service personnel who died in the 
Afghanistan Campaigns of 1808 -1814. 
What did we learn from that more than 
200 years ago? The images seen over the 
last two months from Kabul and all that 
has happened during the previous 20 
years suggest; 
Nothing.   

Charles Stewart 

Cover photograph: Laura Sugar, 
Billesdon’s Paralympian Gold Medallist  
Photo: BBC 

Vol. 33: Issue 10  October 2021.     Temporary Editor & Advertising: 
Charles Stewart Tel: 259 8310    e-mail: charles@familystewart.org.uk 



4

Greater Coplow Benefice 
Billesdon, Goadby, Skeffington   

Hungarton , Keyham, Gaulby Group 

October ……and farewell to Rev. 
Rosie and Jon 

Autumn is a time of 
change and new things 
for many people – 
whether that’s a new 
class, or new school or 
university, or maybe a 
new job. The wisdom 
book of Ecclesiastes 
says, “there is a 
time for everything, 

and a season for every activity under the 
heavens…”  

A little over 3 years ago, I was sitting at 
my desk in my final weeks of theological 
college, writing a piece to say hello, being 
about to join you as a freshly ordained Curate. 

This time now for me, marks the season 
to say goodbye and move on to pastures new. 
All ‘Curate’ posts are of a limited time, and 
mine has now come to an end. After serving 
my ‘term’ under the wing of Rev Alison, 
gaining heaps of experience in lots of 
different fields, it is now time to fledge into a 
ministry of my own. 

What I have loved most during these 3 
years in our group of villages, has been all the 
in-person and community-focussed stuff… 
Being alongside you, through the changing 
seasons or terms of the year, cycles of 
festivals, and marking transitions of life too, 
in weddings, christenings and funerals.  

Recently I have spent time away from the 
parish, doing a hospital chaplaincy 
placement, testing out a sense that I might be 
called to serve in that sort of ministry, which 
is the in-person, all day, every day. That time 
affirmed my sense of vocation to minister as 
a priest in a healthcare setting – offering 
pastoral and spiritual support to patients, their 
loved ones, and also hospital staff – to people 
of all backgrounds, ages, life circumstances 

and beliefs. Often this is through the hardest 
times: emergencies, serious illnesses, and at 
the end of life. 

Why is this important to me as a priest? 
The Gospels record that Jesus didn’t just talk 
about doing good things – he rolled up his 
sleeves and got on with it. Whatever you 
believe about the miracles of healing or 
casting out demons, behind those events is 
someone who deeply cared for people who 
were suffering, in pain… and no matter who 
they were (and particularly those who had 
been forgotten, or rejected), he showed them 
compassion, love, and offered some kind of 
relief from their agony. This is the Jesus who 
I believe in and whose example I try to shape 
my life after… and though as a ‘normal’ vicar 
in a parish, of course you do this in a slightly 
more nuanced way… I only have a little brain 
and can do things best if it’s as literally and as 
practically as possible! 

So I will be moving to a new job, starting 
in October, as a full-time chaplain at 
Coventry hospital; and we will be physically 
moving house to somewhere a little closer 
too. 

Now Jon, Bracken and I are flying off into 
the sunset with the fondest of farewells. It has 
been a joy and privilege to be part of this 
community. You will always have a place in 
my heart and prayers. 
With thanks,  

Rosie 

Harvest Festivals 2021 

3rd October: 

Billesdon 11am 

Goadby 5pm and Gaulby 6pm 

17th October: 

Skeffington 6pm 





Projectors and Screens in both Lounge and Main Hall
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WALKING IN A WINDOW WONDERLAND! 

This year will be a celebration of Christmas carols and 
songs. Choose your song and decorate your window, 

remembering it must be visible from the street. 
 Windows should be lit: 

 from 4pm to 9pm on 11th/12th and 18th/19th December. 

You may wish to keep your window lit throughout the 
festive season- it’s up to you. As last year we will ask that 
each   window displays a letter for children to decipher a 
secret message as they follow the trail around the village. 
We are also planning seasonal refreshment at some point 

along the route. 

 If you are interested in decorating a window, please let us 
know by December 1st. Please ring and if possible, give an 

email address. Maps will be available from various places, 
to be confirmed in next month’s magazine. 

Looking forward to hearing from you! 
Jo: 259 6347, Christine: 259 9542 and  

Jane: 07743 847181 or 259 9433 

The Billesdon Good Neighbour Scheme (BGNS) has restarted 
all of its services. 

Wednesday Coffee Mornings have restarted between 10.30 and 12.00 
 in St. John the Baptist Church (not the Old School for the time being)  

on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of a month. 

The BGNS AGM will take place at The Coplow Centre 
at 19.30hrs on 2nd November 2021. 

Contact details: bgns2008vb@gmail.com 
or telephone 07548621777 

mailto:bgns2008vb@gmail.com
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Paralympic GOLD for 

Billesdon 
Our magazine cover picture and 
the window display in Don’s shop, 
(below) tells the story that most 
will have heard about already, 
which is that Laura Sugar won 
gold in the Paralympic K3 200m 
kayak in Tokyo. Years of 
dedicated training resulted in 49+ 
ferocious seconds of success, 
leaving the competition literally in 
her wake.  

It was an amazing achievement 
not least because she has 
switched sports, from sprinting, 
since qualifying for the finals last 
time in Rio de Janeiro.  

She said that the twelve months 
delay had helped her adjustment 
to the new discipline and left her 
far better prepared for the event. 
And so it proved. Did any of you  

see the TV interview with her on 
Channel 4 which included a 
surprise live link with husband 
Tom at home in his ‘Sugar Hubby’ 
t-shirt?  

She is someone who was advised 
as a child with talipes (club foot) 
that she could still achieve 
anything in life as long as it wasn’t 
in sport! She had defied that 
prediction in no small way having 
amongst other things represented 
Wales at hockey and then 
beginning her full-time sponsored 
career in Paralympic sports.  

She has clearly been inundated 
with messages from a host of 
followers since her win so your 
intrepid Billesdon hack (!) has 
failed miserably to make contact 
with her to date. But no matter, 
we can do that when the dust has 
settled. I want to hear from her 
what she has planned next.  

 Peter Francis 

It’s pretty obvious Laura’s back in the 
village! 







12 

Billesdon Baptist Chapel 
By the time you read this, the major 
part of the Chapel development 
should be nearing completion – it 
has been a real transformation of 
the building and we are looking 
forward to welcoming you joining 
us to have a look 
around.  Currently, the builders are 
plastering the internal walls, 
covering up all the holes, cables 
and pipes (although I’d imagine it is 
a bit more technical than that!) The 
plasterers have worked hard to 
ensure that the finish is good, and 
all bumps and gaps have been 
covered well. They have done a 
good job! 

Of course, there is a lesson for us 
from the plasterers. One of the 
master builders from the bible 
(Solomon) wrote this, referring to 
our sin, our wrongdoing, our 
brokenness: 

“People who conceal their sins will 
not prosper, but if they confess and 
turn from them, they will receive 
mercy”. 

What does this mean for us? We 
can try and cover up our 
brokenness (just like the plasterers 
concealing all the bumps and 
holes), or we can face it and deal 
with it. We have a choice. To me it 
seems a bit pointless trying to 
conceal our sins, and I like the 
sound of receiving mercy. What 
would your choice be? 

  Brian Boley 

Home Group  
Our online group meeting via Zoom 
is on Wednesdays at 7.30 p.m. This 

is a great opportunity to encourage 
one another and pray. If you want 
details of how to join us via phone 
or internet let us know. Contact 
Brian Boley 07845 046000 
billesdonpastor@gmail.com 

October diary dates for Billesdon 

Baptist Chapel all held at The 

Coplow Centre , Billesdon,  
(whilst Chapel building is being 
redeveloped. Further information 
on any of these activities please 
contact Brian Boley) 

Sunday Worship 10.30 a.m. (and 
on Zoom), with Wowzers for young 
people. 

Sunny Days   Fridays 1, 8 and 15 
October 10.00 – 11.15 a.m. 
A friendly get together for 
parents/carers of pre-school age 
children. Keep in touch via 
Facebook page Sunny Days and 
email 
billesdonsunnydays@gmail.com 

Drop In Cuppa and Chat  
Wednesday 13 October at  10.30 
a.m. – 12  noon 

Light Party Sunday 31 October 
starting at 10.30 a.m.  







15 

Billesdon and District Parish 
News and Views 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
The Editor welcomes letters from readers.  

All correspondence must be accompanied by 
contact details by which the letter may be 
attributed.  The name and address may be 

withheld for publication if requested,  
provided the details can be verified. 

LETTERS: 

When I was out sometime this 
week a lady left me a wonderful little 
HEDGEHOG book. It is great but 
would this lady let me know her name 
so I can get in touch to have a chat and 
thank her.     

Daphne Bates 
*  *     * 

Great News for Our Woodland Pool 
Nature Reserve. 
Following fantastic efforts made by Jo 
Edwards we are now registered on the web 
site of NatureSpot and in their ‘Wild 
Places’ section. The site can be accessed 
by visiting: 
https://www.naturespot.org.uk/
Wild_Place /Billesdon_Woodland_Pool  
It is a charitable site supported by 
Leicester CC where people can log and 
record wildlife sightings and all records 
are forwarded to local and national 
recording schemes and helps add scientific 
knowledge and conservation. All records 
are valuable whether common or rare, or 
from your garden, park or nature reserve.  
As you are probably aware, Jo’s 
observations are very valuable. She posts 
pictures and information with other 
contributors on our social media sights and 
here, in our monthly parish magazine. All 
pictures that are posted are extremely 
beneficial, from fauna and flora to 

children feeding our robins. These pictures 
are invaluable as educational aids and to 
help us when we are seeking help, advice 
and funding.  
We have been extremely fortunate in this 
area and we have received donations and 
helpful advice. We are currently in 
discussions with Leicester CC 
Environmental and Forestry Departments 
and the Sustainable Land Trust so that the 
reserve develops correctly, accomplishing 
the best use of our advice and donations 
and we maintain our biodiversity for the 
future. So, I’m sure you will join the 
Parish Council and I in applauding Jo’s 
sterling work.  

     John Williams 
Billesdon Parish Council 

WOODLAND POOL  by Jo Edwards 

Last of the Summer Wine came to mind as 
I stood in the meadows watching bees 
and hoverflies feeding on the dwindling 
numbers of flower heads. I was aware 
that mowing was imminent so I spent 
what turned out to be a rewarding hour 
or two just standing still or walking 
slowly, all the time scanning the foliage 
below me for anything either moving or 
resting. In this way I discovered yet more 
species of bug previously unknown to me, 
namely the Corizus hyoscyami or 
Cinnamon Bug and the Himacerus 
apterus, which doesn’t have a common 
name. 

https://www.naturespot.org.uk/Wild_Place/Billesdon_Woodland_Pool
https://www.naturespot.org.uk/Wild_Place/Billesdon_Woodland_Pool
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We are delighted to say 
that Billesdon C of E Primary School is 
open again and we have welcomed 
back lots of happy children.  The 
school is currently operating on a 
more “normal” setting which has 
taken some getting used to for all of 
us – no bubbles and masks but still 
maintaining high levels of ventilation, 
hand hygiene and cleaning regimes. 
The children have now got used to 
seeing each other – some children’s 
experience of school has only been 
through a restrictive lens – and are 
actively encouraged to play with each 
other.  Our first Collective Worships of 
the term have been wonderful; the 
children have said they have missed 
being together and getting to know 
the younger children which has 
always been an integral part of our 
school life. 

Whilst we are still restricting visitors 
to the site, we are keen to embrace 
our new normal with the introduction 
of clubs and 
activities which 
support the 
educational 
development 
of our children.  
We are very 
pleased to 
offer a Drama 
Club, Dance 

Club, Multi-Sports, Garden Club and 
Football Club, in addition to our wrap 
around care.  As part of our Music 
access, Mr Haigh came to do a brass 
workshop with KS2, which will lead to 
lesson opportunities and hopefully 
whole class teaching sessions. 

Being a village school, it is very 
important that we tie in with our 
community and our wider catchment 
area.  A very dedicated parent has 
guided our children to revitalise our 
school garden post-lockdown which 
has resulted in bumper crops of 
rhubarb, salad leaves, cucumbers, 
tomatoes, marrows, beans, peas, 
raspberries and blackberries which 
have been shared with the children 
for tasting and sold to our parents at 
school and through Don’s shop in the 
village.  To top these achievements, 
produce from our garden was entered 
into the Tilton Show resulting in first 
place prizes – brilliant! 
We very much hope that our new 

“normal” continues right through the 
year but we have proved ourselves to 
be adaptable to any circumstance 
over the pandemic period and we will 
continue to be! 

Lisa Willcocks,  Headteacher 
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Village People 133:  A Spanner 
and a Drunk 

    

Sorry Charles Bowers! (I’ll 
explain in a moment.)  Yes OK, I know, 
I’m going off piste (I said piste!) this 
month, but bear with me a second. The 
theme this month is still ‘Village People’ 
even if I have strayed back in time 
somewhat and even out of bounds. 

 Let me clarify first of all that 
there is no connection whatsoever between 
Charles Bowers and the supine figure 
under the hedge. You may recall that 
Charles was Village People no. 131, the 
phantom carpenter, but the picture of him 
with his magnificent hand-made recreation 
of an adjustable spanner in mahogany was 
somehow omitted from the piece. So here 
he is with it. It is not only beautiful but in 
full working order. Remarkable. His 
onions aren’t bad either. 

 

Changing the subject completely, 
September saw the first Scarecrow 
Festival in nearby Gaulby which some of 
us will have been lucky enough to enjoy. 
There was a very imaginative range of 
nineteen village people  (scarecrows) on 
display, ranging from a ballerina to a 
flying witch to ‘Jamie Vardy having a 
Party’, but I have to say my personal 
favourite was this one, which seemed to 
tell the tale of a scarecrow deciding to 
have a few drinks before setting off to 
work in the fields but then having one over 
the eight. Very funny. 

The weather over the weekend 
was very kind and the festival offered 
plenty more besides, including 
ploughman’s lunches, afternoon teas, a 
children’s party with magician in the 
afternoon and  culminating in an upmarket 
village barbecue. In the church was a 
display of locally made crafts.  

Well done Gaulby and all those 
who put in so much work to bring a great 
idea to fruition. And well done indeed to 
the creator of my favourite exhibit. Not 
least of all, they produced a real gem and 
only had to make half a scarecrow! 

Village People 133:  A Spanner and a Drunk 
 

 

Sorry Charles Bowers! (I’ll explain in a moment.)  Yes OK, I know, I’m 
going off piste (I said piste!) this month, but bear with me a second. The theme 
this month is still ‘Village People’ even if I have strayed back in time somewhat 
and even out of bounds. 

 Let me clarify first of all that there is no connection whatsoever between 
Charles Bowers and the supine figure under the hedge. You may recall that 
Charles was Village People no. 131, the phantom carpenter, but the picture of 
him with his magnificent hand-made recreation of an adjustable spanner in 
mahogany was somehow omitted from the piece. So here he is with it. It is not 
only beautiful but in full working order. Remarkable. His onions aren’t bad 
either.  

Changing the subject completely, September saw the first Scarecrow 
Festival in nearby Gaulby which some of us will have been lucky enough to 
enjoy. There was a very imaginative range of nineteen village people 
(scarecrows) on display, ranging from a ballerina to a flying witch to ‘Jamie 
Vardy having a Party’, but I have to say my personal favourite was this one, 
which seemed to tell the tale of a scarecrow deciding to have a few drinks before 
setting off to work in the fields but then having one over the eight. Very funny. 

The weather over the weekend was very kind and the festival offered 
plenty more besides, including ploughman’s lunches, afternoon teas, a children’s 
party with magician in the afternoon and culminating in an upmarket village 
barbecue. In the church was a display of locally made crafts.  

Well done Gaulby and all those who put in so much work to bring a great 
idea to fruition. And well done indeed to the creator of my favourite exhibit. Not 
least of all, they produced a real gem and only had to make half a scarecrow! 

    Peter Francis 
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GOADBY GLEANINGS 
The annual village clean-up took place on 
Saturday 4th September and was very 
well supported. 
The church had not been used since the 
first lockdown apart from one restricted 
service in August 2020. A very efficient 
band of workers set about high dusting 
and washing down all the wooden 
surfaces. Our organist Graham Lightburn 
along with his wife Nicola, joined in and 
after two hours’ hard work made the 
interior sparkle. We suspected that during 
the prolonged inactivity that there might 
have been uninvited visitors and sure 
enough the organ had lost a few functions 
due to the attention of the field mice. The 
organ was still able to function for the 
Sunday service but Graham was able to 
make contact with the organ engineer 
who is familiar with this problem. 
The opportunity was taken to examine all 

the guttering 
and 
downpipes 
which 
inevitably had 
become 
blocked with 
birds’ nests 
and 

vegetation. Trevor Chamberlain was a 
master on the ladder! 
Other village residents proceeded to 
attend to the hedges around the church 
and to the hedge surrounding the village 
green. Much of the excessive 
undergrowth of the past few months was 
cleared in preparation for a bonfire later 
this autumn.  
The morning ended with a well-earned 
“working party lunch”. 

is pleased to announce its return!!! 

Our next production will be 

by Emma Northcott 
A Murder Mystery that the  

audience can get involved in! 

November 25th 26th and 27th 
Performance starts at 7.30pm 

Doors open at 7pm 

Seating will be around tables 
We are very aware that we need  
to be COVID friendly to ensure a  

relaxed environment for our 
audience’  

 We will be limiting numbers, 
trying to separate groups at tables 
where possible and operating table 

- service only for drinks. 

Box office opens on 
23rd October 

10am to 12 noon  
in the Lounge at  

The Coplow Centre. 

Thereafter tickets will be  
available via The Coplow 

website  
or by phoning Jane Kirwan on 

07543814558 or  
0116 259 9433. 

 Also available by email: 
 jane.kirwan95@gmail.com 

mailto:jane.kirwan95@gmail.com
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THE ‘PLOT’ THICKENS 

As we move into autumn the 
nursery will be well stocked with 
lots of plants, bulbs and shrubs 
suitable for planting at this time of 
year.  

As growers we are always planning 
ahead and working out our next 
year’s crops but this has got ever 
more difficult with supply issues. 
Gone are the days when we could 
order a few thousand pots and 
have them delivered a couple of 
days later. We are having to order 
all of our 
spring/summer sundries now; I just 
hope we have got our calculations 
right! 

Compost is proving to be a real 
problem as the peat based growing 
media that we have always used is 
being banned to preserve the peat 
bogs. The problem of growing in 
peat free compost is a lot more 
challenging.  We are finding that to 
get good results we are having to 
use constant liquid feeding and 
some varieties are proving tricky to 
grow. We are running trials with 
different brands but until we find 
one that ticks all the boxes we will 
continue to use and sell clover peat 
compost alongside peat free.  

Depending on the weather some of 
the summer bedding plants will be 
starting to look a bit tired now and 
will need replacing with hardy 
varieties to bring winter & 
spring colour to your garden.  

*Pansies & violas give a great show
and planted early will establish well 
before the weather turns cold.  

*Wallflowers; we no longer grow
the bare root plants but we have a 
variety grown in packs called 
“Sugar Rush” that flowers in the 
autumn and spring. This is good for 
the bees as they get nectar, both 
early and late in the season, when 
other flowers are scarce.  

*Cyclamen; mini cyclamen give a
really colourful   show and our 
variety “Metis” is hardy to  -4  
degrees so, given a sheltered spot, 
will last really well.  

* Heathers; both autumn and
spring flowering varieties available 
and work really well in a border or 
in a container mixed with other 
plants.  

*Polyanthus; planted now, these
will give a great show in the spring 
and will flower year after year, so, 
if they are in a container, don’t 
discard them after they have 
finished flowering. Transfer 
them to another part of the garden 
where the next year they will flower 
earlier and for longer as they get 
more established.   

Happy 
Autumn 
gardening 
everyone! 

John 

PARSONS 
NURSERIES 





24 

Information Technology 
These two words used to terrify me! 

Before I retired 20 years ago, I did not know 
how to switch on a computer. I had a myriad 
of secretaries who knew much more than I 
and they fed me the information I needed to 
which I responded with my comments. 

Such was the world decades ago. Things 
have obviously changed and circumstances 
20 years ago led me to learning the IT basics. 

The pandemic has put quite a rocket 
behind my learning about new techniques, 
both of necessity, and in order to exist. On-
line banking has become a norm, Zoom 
meetings are commonplace and the mobile 
phone has become an essential presence in 
daily life. I never had the need to have access 
to NHS systems and was very aware of the 
resistance to “big brother” watching over all 
our personal and medical details. Covid 19 
has changed all that.  

Time has led me to ask why not? I wish to 
see a return to our freedom. If having the 
optimum vaccination, whether that be two, 
three or six monthly coronavirus inocul-
ations, bring it on.  

This understanding has led me to add the 
NHS app to my phone on which I can now 

show my immunisation status to those 
authorised to view it. 

Down loading the app was an education 
in itself. It was simple (provided that my 
phone was capable of accessing the app). This 
then led me to appreciate the further change 
that has occurred since I lost the support of 
my secretaries; that technology is disposable. 
It goes against one’s upbringing to discard 
anything that is still working because it is no 
longer “up to date”. However, it is necessary 
to have a mobile phone that is compatible 
with the latest apps. If the phone has not been 
up-graded then the NHS app cannot not be 
accessed. Without the NHS app the Covid 
passport is inaccessible.  

Big brother is watching but our health and 
the health of those around us is paramount, so, 
like it or not, we need to make adjustments to 
our ways of thinking. I was very resistant to 
Information Technology and I still need 
“Techy Support” from Good Neighbours, 
offspring or grandchildren, if they are around, 
but I have adapted and it behoves us to help 
those still fearful to become confident and 
move forward.  
Charles Stewart 
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Billesdon Cricket Club 
August proved to be a very good month 
for Billesdon’s 1st XI who won all three 
completed matches during the month. 
The month started well with a 
comprehensive victory at Market 
Harborough. Phil Stimson with 3-21 
bowled superbly to restrict the home side 
to just 122-8 in 45 overs. In reply Ben 
Miles (58 not out) and Tim Harrison (34) 
shared a fine 95 run opening partnership 
as Billesdon won by 9 wickets.  
 A week later Shepshed were the visitors 
to Coplow Lane. Rain interrupted 
Billesdon’s innings but they still 
managed to post 247-7 in just 36 overs. 
Tom Miles with 83 runs and Chris Elliott 
who scored 50, shared a vital 122 run 
partnership after Tim Harrison and James 
Hunt had given Billesdon a solid start. 
Shepshed batted positively but were 
always behind the run rate and fell 34 
runs short at the close of their innings as 
Billesdon recorded another win.  
At Ibstock Town a week later Billesdon 
posted a very good score of 261-7 off just 
42 overs before rain ended any chance of 
further play. Chris Elliott (69), Josh 
Hallam (57) and Tom Miles (55) all 
batted very well.  
The final game of the month at home to 
Earl Shilton was a low scoring but very 
exciting contest. Billesdon batted first 
but struggled against the visitor’s tight 
bowling. Opener Ben Miles held the 
inning together scoring 50 runs before he 
was the 9th wicket to fall. A last wicket 
partnership of 22 runs between Nat 
Whitton and Saurav Thakrar was to prove 
crucial at the end of the game. 
If Billesdon were to win, early wickets 
were needed; which is what happened 

with Chris Elliott (3-30), Luke Mitchell 
(3-32), and Phil Stimson (3-21) all 
bowling well. Chris took the final wicket 
to give Billesdon another win by just 14 
runs. 
The 2nd XI also enjoyed success beating 
Market Harborough by 8 wickets thanks 
to an excellent spell of bowling from 
Rich George who claimed 5 wickets for 
just 11 runs.  
The 2nd XI win at Illston was achieved 
after the home side were bowled out for 
116 runs. Sohail Patel (4-24), Ant Voss 
3-32) and Sam Blackwell (3-33) were the 
successful bowlers for Billesdon. Andy 
Ford scored 27 and Sam Wigginton 
played a captains innings scoring 41 runs 
as Billesdon won by 6 wickets.  
The junior presentation night was held at 
the end of the month with medals 
awarded to all the young players who had 
represented the club this season. A 
Ladies cricket session was also held on 
the same night and it is hoped that this 
may lead to more such sessions in the 
future.  
Paul Miles 
Mob: 07749 422547 
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