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The Parishes of St Mary the Virgin, Fen Ditton, 

St Peter, Horningsea and All Saints, Teversham 

 

For all Parish enquiries:  

either telephone 07434 640992  

or e-mail parishesthree@gmail.com 

 
Assistant Priests 

Rev’d Canon Ben Quash email: ben.quash@kcl.ac.uk 

Rev’d Pam Thorn (864262) email pamandtrevorthorn@btinternet.com 

 

Lay Minister 
Trevor Thorn (864262) 

 

Churchwardens 
Fen Ditton: Jacky Ambrose (513206) 

  Sue Buttery (294811)   

 

Horningsea: Jennie Pratt (864513) 

 

Teversham: David Taylor (880424) 

 

For Baptisms, marriages, Banns, Funerals etc.  

please contact the churchwardens or for Fen Ditton  

email: parishesthree@gmail.com 

 

Material intended for publication in New Life should be with 

the editor by the 15th of each month. 

 

Editor: Kerry Sayer 

email: newlife.editor@gmail.com 
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Harvest Time 

Harvest time returns, as the earth circles back towards its winter rest 

(in our hemisphere at least!). Before it retires to bed, it shows the fruits 

of its long journey through seedtime, germination, and the bursting 

growth of spring and high summer. Village shows allow us to admire 

some of the highlights of the season, and harvest festival services in 

churches are one time-honoured way to give thanks for all this natural 

abundance. In our household—thanks to gifts of plants from neigh-

bours—we are marvelling at having actual aubergines growing in our 

vegetable patch, and (as I write) we are harvesting raspberries each day 

for the first time, having never grown them before. 

Each Sunday at the altar, before the eucharistic prayer is begun, the 

priest thanks God for the gifts of bread and wine that are to be conse-

crated, describing them as ‘fruit of the earth, and the work of human 

hands’. The abundance of harvest time is at once given and made. It is 

both ‘of the earth’ (a gift of grace) and it is ‘of human hands’ (a prod-

uct of our effort). The earth will bear fruit whether or not we are in-

volved, but we can decide to join in with what happens, and this makes 

a difference (for good or ill—for, as we are now all too acutely aware, 

we can become enemies of the earth’s natural fruitfulness). Our partici-

pation in bringing fruit to fruition can enhance, amplify, and variegate 

it. We can shape and nurture the things that grow, adding pattern and 

purposiveness to flower beds and veg patches, expressing our loves 

and delights in the things we choose to encourage and propagate.  

In our involvement with the growing process (when it is caring and 

respectful, not abusive), we aren’t operating ‘on’ nature, as though we 

were apart from it, or over against it. We are playing our part in nature, 

by doing something that is appropriate to us; exercising God-given 

gifts and enjoying God-given pleasures, in a natural human way. In 

other words, we are expressing our own nature, for we too are a ‘fruit 

of the earth’. Harvest festivals and autumn shows are times to celebrate 

our intimacy and reciprocity with nature, rather than our mastery over 

it. 



5 

As we contemplate the fruits of the earth this season, we might allow 

ourselves some time to contemplate a different sort of fruit too—just as 

important to all of us. These are what Christian tradition calls the nine 

‘Fruits of the Spirit’, as described in St Paul’s letter to the Galatians 

(Ch 5, verse 22—23) in the Bible’s New Testament. The nine ‘fruits’ 

are: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and temperance. Rooted in scripture, these themes are 

capacious and abiding for people of all faiths and none. We need them 

more than ever. 

You could think about each one in turn. You could think about an ob-

ject, an artwork, an action, or a person in which you see this ‘fruit’. If 

you were organising a village show in which the Fruits of the Spirit 

were on display, what would you want to see arrayed on the tables? 

What would you want to see winning prizes?  

Like the fruits of the earth, the fruits of the Spirit are both gifts of 

grace and ‘the work of human hands’. We receive them (maybe from 

other people—as we did our aubergines and raspberries this year; may-

be because we find them springing up from the ‘soil’ of our hearts).  

We can neglect them. We can uproot them. Or we can tend them, ex-

pressing ourselves (and finding our truest natures) in their cultivation. 

Ben Quash  

FEN DITTON 200 CLUB 

The lucky winners for October were:    

£50    Ian Ritchie (27)   

£20    Ben Green (78)  £10    Eve Daniel (123) 

£10    Harry Irvin (3)  £10    William Quash (29) 
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Our Parishes 

If you would like to discuss baptism or thanksgiving for the birth of a 
child, the reading of marriage banns and weddings, or arrangements 
for a funeral at any of our churches, please contact the relevant 
churchwardens using the contact details on the inside front cover of 
this magazine. 

To the three churches  

I would like to thank you all so much for all the good wishes, 
wonderful messages and cards of encouragement I have 

received after my recent accident. I have been very blessed and I 
am making good progress so hope to be back with you all very 

soon. 

With best wishes, Jo Ritchie  

Free fundraising for Fen Ditton church 

Easyfundraising is a fundraising tool for churches and other 
community groups, enabling you to raise money for us at no 
cost to you while you do your online shopping with your 
usual retailers. To sign up and get fundraising for free, visit 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
stmarythevirginfenditton/ 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmarythevirginfenditton/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmarythevirginfenditton/
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Horningsea Harvest Sunday 10 October 2021 

The traditional Harvest Festival Service will be Sunday 10 October at 

10.30am. This will be a special year as it is Michael Gingell’s last har-

vest in the village. Michael’s father, Hugh, began farming at the Man-

or in the 1930s so Michael’s retirement really is the end of an era. We 

hope he and the other village farmers will be able to tell us how the 

harvest went this year. As usual we ask you to bring fruit, vegetables 

and flowers to decorate the church and to sell for Farm Africa. If you 

would like to help decorate the church please let Liz Harrison know.   

After the Service at 12.30pm you are invited to a Harvest Lunch and 

retirement party for Michael and Val Gingell in Horningsea Village 

Hall. It is our opportunity to thank them for all they have done for the 

village and especially for the church for many years. If you can come 

to the lunch please email horningseaevents@protonmail.com or speak 

to one of the church wardens. Lunch will be a ploughman’s lunch 

(seems appropriate in the circumstances) and we need to know how 

many we are catering for. There will be no charge for lunch.  

We look forward to seeing you at the Service and/or at lunch. 
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Dual Congratulations George Devine BEM (Civil Divi-
sion) 

George was awarded this honour for ‘services to the Community of 
Fen Ditton during Covid 19’. He places great emphasis on the fact 
that he received this honour on behalf of all members of the Commu-
nity Outreach Fen Ditton Group that was set up at the beginning of 
the pandemic and did invaluable work aiding the elderly and vulnera-
ble in the village in whatever ways were necessary until restrictions 
eased. He was presented with the Medal at Great St Marys earlier this 
year—he chose to wear Scottish Scout Uniform—kilt and all, and that 
brings us to the second arm of dual congratulations. Baden Powell, 
the founder of the Boy Scout Movement, established an award for 
outstanding services to the Movement and this is entitled ‘The Silver 
Wolf’. The award is within the personal gift of the Chief Scout and 
George’s outstanding service as Headquarters Manager, International 
Support and Assistant County Commissioner over a long period no 
doubt weighed heavily when the Chief Scout was considering the 
award. 

Of course, George, being a modest chap, would never boast about 
these two great honours but the village is proud to have him living 
here and he continues quietly to contribute to village life in many di-
verse ways.  

SCOTTISH DANCING CLASSES 

It has been necessary to postpone the restarting date of these weekly 
classes on Monday evenings. It is now hoped to recommence these on 
Monday, 11th October at 7.15pm in Fen Ditton Village Hall. Please 
ring Pamela on 01223 292493 for all details. 

Ancient Shepherds’ Book Club 

Please contact Carol on 07941492271 or via    

carol_e_parker@yahoo.co.uk for the meeting location. 

Wed, 6th Oct, 7.30pm, ‘Where the Crawdads Sing’ by Delia Owens 

Wed, 3rd Nov, 7.30pm, ‘Becoming’ by Michelle Obama 
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Front page news—in Sweden 

Former Fen Ditton and Bottisham pupil Alistair Auffret was surprised 
to find his picture on the front page of Sweden’s daily newspaper re-
cently. Now a researcher at the Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences in Uppsala near Stockholm, Alistair had discovered a new 
way to track plant responses to climate change—more newsworthy in 
Scandinavia than the UK it seems. 

Delving into floras and wildflower guides from the late 1700s until 
2018, he showed how species are now starting to flower earlier and 
continuing to flower later into the summer and early autumn.  

After a few visits to the University library, scouring friends’ book-
shelves and second-hand shops, and doing a few internet searches, he 
got hold of 11 floras published from 1798 until 2018, which showed 
which months the different species flowered. Alistair then analysed the 
flowering times for 241 common Swedish species. 

“It turned out that even with this broad-brush approach, we can see 
that species are starting to flower earlier, finishing flowering later, and 
flowering over a longer period”, he says. On average, the floras 
showed a lengthening of flowering season of almost 4 weeks during 
the past 220 years. Alistair believes that historical sources such as this 
can be an important way for us to understand how humans affect bio-
diversity. 

Spring flowers such as Colt’s-foot and Wood anemone are often in-
cluded in national citizen science projects that track change over time. 
Using floras means that changes can be tracked in species that aren’t 
generally included—many well-known and well-loved species have 
also been affected. Harebells have extended their flowering season, 
Cow-parsley flowers earlier and early marsh-orchids are now flower-
ing for longer.                      Andy Clarke 
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FEN DITTON GARDENING CLUB 

No village life is complete without a village show. The gardening year 
is celebrated by the exhibits which grace the tables in the Village Hall 
and, after the hiatus of last year that Coronavirus imposed on us, it was 
especially welcome to see the flowers, fruit and vegetables, the handi-
crafts and hobbies once again take their places.  

Behind the scenes there had been a hive of activity, planning for every 
eventuality, and as the day drew nearer and entries came flooding in, 
we consulted weather maps and government guidelines and then 
opened our doors early to welcome entries. There were not quite so 
many as two years ago but the entries that appeared were of the usual 
high standard.  

The Judges arrived in the late morning, examined every exhibit and 
gave their verdict and then went into a deep discussion together to de-
termine the Best-in-Show. By the early afternoon, all was in order and 
the sun, unexpectedly, streamed through the windows to light up the 
scene when everyone was admitted to see the verdict.  

There were tomatoes, beautiful, firm, round fruit, with cherry tomatoes 
nearby; beans and onions, both spring and huge Spanish onions, cour-
gettes, potatoes and beetroot and then boxes of a mixture of vegetables 
all beautifully displayed. After the vegetables came the fruit to include 
apples and pears, some huge green peppers and soft fruit, including 
raspberries both traditional red and less known orange ones. The flow-
ers, from the single stems of a particularly beautiful bloom to several 
stems and arrangements, from bowls of mixed flowers and leaves to a 
special grass and finally to the dainty buttonholes lifted the spirits of 
us all.  

No show is complete without jam and marmalade, swiss rolls and 
macaroons looking tempting—and we had plenty to tempt. The handi-
crafts were of the highest standard, a beautiful folding stool, a draught 
excluder and some exquisite knitwear. The photographs were excep-
tional but I wonder what the developers thought as they processed pic-
tures of garden gnomes! It was good, too, to see the children’s entries, 
our next generation who will graduate from chocolate crispies to swiss 
rolls and from potato prints to sophisticated artwork and who, I hope, 
will still be exhibiting in the village show. Of course, we finished with 
a raffle and then an auction of any items left behind.  

What a display of beautiful things, the culmination of a year of hard 
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work and dedication from the many talented village members! Many 
thanks to all those who worked hard to ensure the day was a success, 
the many contributors who took part, the judges who worked sensitive-
ly to ensure a good outcome and all those who came to celebrate. 

VILLAGE SHOW RESULTS 

Most Points Section 1      Bob Fison Cup                          J Miles 

Most Points Section 2      Ansell Cup                                S O’Brien 

Most Points Section 3      J Francis Cup                             J Pratt 

Most Points Section 4      Cambridge United Cup             S Beeson 

Most Points Section 5      John Drake Memorial Trophy   B Griffith 

Best Handicraft Exhibit    Joanna Faye Trophy                  I Winchester 

Best Vegetable Exhibit     Ray Matthews Cup                    S Parr 

Best Fruit Exhibit              Brown & Tawse Trophy           S Parr 

Best Flower Exhibit           Kingsbury Cup                         S O’Brien 

Best Flower Arrangement  June Wright Cup                      S Baldry 

Best Pot Plant                     The Brenda Cup                       J Vause 

Best Domestic Entry           Camgas Cup                            A Yandell 

Best Photographic Entry     J & M Huntridge Cup              J Parr 

Collection of Veg. Class 15 Len Gooden Cup                    B Pratt 

Best Exhibit in Show         St Mary Rosebowl                   I Winchester 

Most Points in Show          Frank Burton Trophy               S  Beeson 

                                            RHS Banksian Medal              S Beeson 

Novice*         C & C Lang Salver    S Parr 

People’s Award                  Paulson Salver                          S Beeson **  

*non-winner in last 3 years        ** For Class  44    Shetland Cardigan 

The Annual General Meeting for The Fen Ditton Gardening Club will 
be held in the Village Hall on Tuesday, 19th October at 7.30pm. Red 
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and white wine and fruit juice will be served on arrival. The annual 
subscription of £7.00 will be due on that evening and it would be help-
ful if all members could bring the exact amount in cash.    

It is likely to be cold in the evenings, especially if we have to have an 
airflow through the hall, so why not wear a jolly jumper or Christmas 
cardigan at the AGM and bring a rug. 

Membership covers attendance at all five meetings between November 
and next April and it is hoped that many members will support the 
Club throughout the year. We will be pleased to welcome new mem-
bers. 

The Meeting in November is already arranged for 7.30pm on Tuesday, 
16th when Allen Burbidge will give his talk on The Herveys of Ick-
worth.   

There will be a Christmas Social for members only on Friday, 3rd De-
cember. 

For all enquiries about the Gardening Club, please contact Pamela on 
01223 292493. 
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Afghanistan is just over there … extracts from my travel 

journals                Lindsay Davies 

I have never been to Afghanistan but over the decades I have peered 

over its borders and had many conversations about life in this extraor-

dinary, unhappy, chaotic land. A land of War Lords, tribal and ethnic 

conflict, invaded over the centuries from Alexander the Great to the 

21st Century. Never stable and never really at peace.  

September 1991: Lake Baikal, Siberia 

Staying at a hotel in the shores of Lake Baikal in the days after the 

coup in Moscow, as the Soviet Union dissolved into Russia, my 

Intourist guide crept up to me after dinner. “Would you like a Siberian 

Sauna?” As I had been asking to have a Sauna I happily followed her 

into an enormous, smart building in the dark. We were going to use 

the Sauna and swimming pool built for rehabilitation of Soldiers in-

jured in Afghanistan and still in use by amputees some years after the 

Russians were forced out of the country. In the dark and without 

speaking we enjoyed a bizarre Sauna and then swim in the Olympic 

size pool. “Don’t tell anyone we have been here, or I will lose my job” 

she said. The Russians had been chased out of Afghanistan by Taliban 

soldiers trained and armed by America.  

September 1995: Pakistan 

I had travelled up the Karakoram Highway and across the Shandur 

Pass and the Hindu Kush to Chitral, on the border of Afghanistan. 

(Look up Chitral on a map!) From Chitral we slowly made our way 

south, stopping at various forts, camping in beautiful gardens and be-

ing entertained by members of the Ul Mulk family. On 22 September 

we travelled into the Kalesh valley on the border. The Kalesh are a 

unique cultural community, not Muslim but practising their own tradi-

tions, wearing traditional clothes sewn with beads and cowrie shells, 

houses built on top of each other up the hillsides with heavily decorat-

ed doors. Women were not permitted into certain places and men were 

not allowed to enter other buildings. They celebrate the seasons with 

traditional singing and dancing. (I wonder what has become of the 

Kalesh people since 1995.) 
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My journal entry for 23 September: Naga Fort, gardens included neri-

nes, orchids, wisteria, marigold, Deodar trees. One of our team woke 

and recited a Persian poem “if there be paradise on earth it is here, 

here, here”. Set off for a “very short walk in the Hindu Kush” to climb 

the hill behind the camp over scrubby grass that had a wonderful smell. 

From the top of the hill we could see the river, the Nuristan hills and 

defensive walls “so this is as close as we can get to Afghanistan”. The 

walls were used in 1980s when Russia invaded Afghanistan. A bomb 

dropped on the village killing 25 people and 100 animals. Later I spoke 

to Prince Siraj uddin who owns Naga Fort and was responsible for the 

delightful garden. He told me he had managed to avoid being in any 

army all his life but on 15 August 1988 a Russian plane dropped 

bombs over Naga Fort, there was an explosion and “I got a splinter, it 

was very frightening”. Back to camp just as the thunder, lightening and 

rain began. An American Pakistani turned up, expecting a party. He 

has been preaching in the mosque telling everyone to plant trees. He 

explained that in this part of the country there are many smugglers…  

Me: “what do they smuggle?” Him: “people, ammunition, drugs”. Me: 

“is there a problem with drugs?” Him: “no problem, you can get hash-

ish anywhere”! 

September 2001: Darjeeling en route to Kathmandu and then 

overland to Lhasa 

We were in Darjeeling acclimatising to the altitude, staying in a pre-

served Colonial hotel with fireplaces, hot water bottles and cream teas. 

At dinner an announcement is made: China has closed all the borders. 

We cannot cross from Nepal into Tibet. If we get to Kathmandu tomor-

row we will be able to get “the last flight to Lhasa” if we are lucky. 

Members of the group muttered and questioned the logic … “why 

would China do this? The American terrorist attacks on 11/9? The in-

ternational search for Bin Laden (would he really try to hide in Tibet)? 

Was it just China looking for an excuse to make access to Tibet even 

more difficult?” And so our chaotic race back to the plains, onto a 

small aircraft, up to Kathmandu and then straight to Lhasa. So when I 

am asked if I ever visited Nepal I can honestly say “only for a couple 

of hours in passing!”  
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Finally July 2012 Tajikistan  

Having spent a couple of weeks walking with the nomadic shepherds 

we travelled to Kala-i Khumb and stopped at a Chai Khana built over 

the raging Panj river. The bridge from Afghanistan is decorated with 

flags and there are masses of Chinese lorries. The Panj is also known as 

the Oxus, one of the great rivers of Central Asia and forms the border 

between Tajikistan and Afghanistan. Traditionally the Panj was crossed 

by men holding onto inflated sheep stomachs and floating down the 

raging stream. Stayed in guest house on the river bank. Woke to view 

of Afghanis walking on the other river bank along the narrow path at 

the base of the dry arid hills. Our side of the river had trees with apples, 

figs, pomegranates, pears and cherry plums. Lunch stop for bread and 

delicious honey.  

Wonder about the Afghanis, are they tempted to try and cross to Tajiki-

stan? What would be here for them? How many are ethnic Tajiks? How 

much of Tajikistan’s economy is dependant on the Chinese who we see 

building roads, providing the lorries?  

And now in September 2021—what has become of them all? Are they 

crossing to Naga Fort in Pakistan across the Nuristan hills? Are some 

hiding in the Kalesh? Is the bridge over the Panj open? Are some ethnic 

Tajiks trying to cross the raging torrent by hanging onto sheep’s inflat-

ed stomachs? What is the future of this extraordinary country? How 

can there ever be peace? 
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All in the month of October 

It was: 

500 years ago, on 11th Oct 1521 that Pope Leo X granted the title 
‘Defender of the Faith’ to King Henry VIII of England and Ireland. 
The title has been inherited by British monarchs since then. 

250 years ago, on 17th Oct 1771 that the premiere of Mozart’s pastoral 
opera, Ascanio in Alba, took place in Milan. Mozart was aged 15. 

150 years ago, from 8th to 10th Oct 1871, that the Great Chicago Fire 
took place. About 300 people were killed and over three square miles 
of the city was destroyed. The Peshtigo Fire of Wisconsin burned 
1,200,000 acres and killed 2,500 people – the deadliest in US history. 

125 years ago, on 3rd Oct 1896 that William Morris, British textile 
designer, poet, novelist and socialist, died. 

90 years ago, on 24th Oct 1931 that the George Washington Bridge 
was opened. It spans the Hudson River. 

80 years ago, from 2nd Oct 1941 to 7th Jan 1942 that the Battle of 
Moscow took place. 

75 years ago, on 1st Oct 1946 that the International War Crimes Tribu-
nal in Nuremberg ended. 12 Nazi leaders were sentenced to death. 

70 years ago, from 15th to 17th Oct 1951 that the first party election 
broadcasts were televised in the UK. 

Also 70 years ago, on 18th Oct 1951that Snowdonia National Park 
was established in Wales. And on 30th Oct 1951 Dartmoor National 
Park was established. 

Also 70 years ago, on 31st Oct 1951, that zebra crossings were intro-
duced in the UK. 

65 years ago, from 29th Oct to 7th Nov 1956 was the Suez Crisis.  

50 years ago, on 1st Oct 1971 that the first CT scan was performed on 
a patient at Atkinson Morley Hospital in Wimbledon. 

25 years ago, on 18th Oct 1996 that the journal Science published the 
first study that showed a causal link between a toxin found in tobacco 
smoke and the development of lung cancer. 
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CHURCH SERVICES 

 

Services for the parishes of Teversham, Horningsea and 

Fen Ditton 

 

All services commence at 10.30am 

 

 October 3rd            Teversham   

  (with Baptism) 

October 10th           Horningsea 

 October 17th           Fen Ditton    

October 24th           Horningsea 

 October 31st           Teversham  

  (with Patronal Festival) 

From June we have decided to stop doing Zoom services – in the hope 

that the Covid Rules and vaccinations will encourage us to return to 

worshipping “live” in our churches. We all want to thank Pam and 

Trevor for the amazing amount of work they have done to prepare and 

run the Zooms every Sunday. We have all enjoyed getting to know the 

“Zoomers” and look forward to meeting face to face.  

Although congregational singing in church has not been permitted 

each service has included an opportunity to sing the final hymn outside 

– and until we can sing inside our churches we will continue to do this. 

The Covid rules and regulations will still apply so please wear your 

face mask, sanitise your hands and keep 2m apart.  


