
St Leonard’s Church, Penwortham 

Harvest Celebration 
 

This is the day the Lord has made  

We will rejoice and be glad in it 
 

We light three candles  

In the name of the Father, the Son 

and the Holy Spirit 
 

The Lord be with you  

And also with you 
 

Hymn 

God the Creator, You in love made me 

Who once was nothing But now have grown. 

I bring the best Of all my life offers; 

For you I share Whatever I own. 
 

O Christ the Saviour, You in love called me 

Who once was no-one Lost and alone. 

I pledge to go Wherever you summon, 

Making your will And purpose my own. 
 

O God the Spirit, You in love move me 

Who once was nowhere And felt unknown. 

I know my need of You for companion: 

All things can change When not on my own. 
 

And with the people Summoned together 

To be the Church In which faith is sown. 

I make my promise To live for Jesus 

And let the world know All are God’s own. 
 

We say sorry 

Let us bring to God our wrongs:  

Creator God,  

We confess that our creating often goes wrong.  

We are sometimes ignorant.  

 



We are sometimes careless.  

We are sometimes short-sighted and self-interested.  

Let us be aware of our failures in creation.  

In silence let us name those things before God.  

Forgive us, gracious God.  

We long to live in harmony  

with all that you have given to us.  
 

Offer of forgiveness 

God is always the creator and the recreator.  

Let us celebrate the recreation  

which is offered to us at this moment!  
 

Prayer for today 

Eternal God, you crown the year with your goodness 

And give us the fruits of the earth in their season: 

Grant that we may use them to your glory, 

For the relief of those in need and for our own well-being; 

Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

Who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

One God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Reading Matthew 6: 25-33 

Jesus said: If you decide for 

God, living a life of God 

worship, it follows that you 

don’t fuss about what’s on 

the table at mealtimes 

or whether the clothes in 

your wardrobe are in fashion. 

There is far more to your life 

than the food you put in your 

stomach, more to your outer appearance than the clothes you hang on your 

body. Look at the birds, free and unfettered, not tied down to a job 

description, careless in the care of God. And you count far more to him than 

the birds. 

Has anyone fussing in front of the mirror ever got taller by so much as an inch? 

All this time and money wasted on fashion – do you think it makes that much 

difference? Instead of looking at the fashions, walk out into the fields and look 

 



at the wild flowers. They never primp or shop, but have you ever seen colour 

and design quite like it? The ten best men and women in the country look 

shabby alongside them. 

If God gives such attention to the appearance of wild flowers – most of which 

are never even seen – don’t you think he’ll attend to you, take pride in you, do 

his best for you? What I’m trying to do here is to get you to relax, not to be so 

preoccupied with getting, so you can respond to God’s giving. People who don’t 

know God and the way he works fuss over these things, but you know both God 

and the way he works. Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative, God-

provisions. Don’t worry about missing out. You’ll find all your everyday human 

concerns will be met. 

Give your entire attention to what God is doing right now and don’t get worked 

up about what may or may not happen tomorrow. God will deal with whatever 

hard things come up when the time comes. 
 

Talk 

On Harvest Festival day, we come to give thanks for flowers, fruit and 

vegetables, and for all life’s blessings.  As the mediaeval mystic, Meister 

Eckhart, once said, ‘If the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is ‘thank 

you’, it will be enough’.  It’s the shortest and simplest prayer imaginable, but 

one we perhaps too often forget.  But this thanksgiving will find real meaning in 

an attitude towards life and a response to life that can have 

many practical outcomes.  One of these might be the recognition that we, and 

our interests and needs, do not lie at the centre of the universe, but that we 

have responsibilities towards our planet and those we share it with, not least 

those who have little or no harvest – of any description – to celebrate.  The 

gratitude we offer today cannot complacently thank God that we are well 

provided for, when we know that vast numbers of people around our world 

struggle to survive, suffering and dying each day because of hunger, thirst, 

injustice and inequality.   

Let us thank God today and every day for 

the goodness and loving kindness shown 

towards us, and bless God for our creation, 

preservation and all the benefits of this 

life.  Because living a life based on 

gratitude, rather than one which constantly 

complains that nothing is ever right, can 

make all the difference.  But let our 

gratitude be more than just words.  Instead, let it move our consciences, our 

 



wills, our actions and the choices we make, and take seriously the challenge to 

live more simply, more fairly, more sustainably and more harmoniously with both 

creator and created. 
 

Hymn 

Brother, sister I'm beside you, 

Let me be as Christ to you, 

Pray that I might have the grace 

to let you be as Christ to me. 
 

I will listen when you're speaking 

I will hear you till you're through 

I will grow to understand that 

Your ideas are valid too. 
 

I won't rush in to say loudly 

That I know a better way 

I will think about the meaning 

That you're trying to convey. 
 

I will share your problems with you 

I'll support you in your space 

I will help you run your distance 

I will look you in the face. 
 

I will help you face oppression 

Prejudice and poverty 

I'll identify in your struggles 

I will help you to be free. 
 

I'll remember that God made you 

I'll not take your dignity 

I'll encourage you in your skills 

To create and feel and be. 
 



Welcome to newly Baptised 

4 new Christians have been Baptised into the Church 

during the last months.  Daisy, Poppy, Eden and 

Olivia are now part of the Church of Christ, we all 

have a duty to support them by prayer, example and 

teaching. 

 Daisy, Poppy, Eden and Olivia have taken their first 

step on their Christian Journey. Today we celebrate 

their second step, by with the presentation of a 

candle to mark the light of Christ leading them through their life lives.  

Hearing and doing these things provides an opportunity for us all to remember 

our own baptism and reflect on the progress made on that journey, which is now 

to be shared with these new member of the Church. But first we complete the 

practical step of giving the parents and Godparents the certificate for the 

Baptism. 

 

Giving of Baptism Certificate 

Faith is the gift of God to his people. 

In baptism the Lord is adding to our number those whom he is calling. 

People of God, will you welcome these children and uphold them in their new life 

in Christ?  

With the help of God, we will. 
 

Giving of a Lighted Candle 

On behalf of St Leonard’s Church - accept this candle as 

Daisy, Poppy, Eden and Olivia membership into our 

church family. 
 

God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness 

and has given us a place with the saints in light. 

You have received the light of Christ; 

walk in this light all the days of your life.  

Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the 

Father. 

The Welcome and Peace 

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: 

Daisy, Poppy, Eden and Olivia by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body.  

 

 



We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; 

we are children of the same heavenly Father; we welcome you. 
 

Once we were far off, but now in union with Christ Jesus 

we have been brought near through the shedding of Christ’s blood 

and his glorious resurrection, for he is our peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you  
 

Let us share a sign of that peace with each other. 
 

Offering Hymn 

Autumn days when the grass is jewelled 

And the silk inside a chestnut shell, 

Jet planes meeting in the air to be refuelled, 

All these things I love so well. 

So I mustn’t forget. 

No, I mustn’t forget to say a great big thank-you, 

I mustn’t forget 
 

Clouds that look like familiar faces, 

And a winter’s moon with frosted rings, 

Smell of bacon as I fasten up my laces, 

And the song the milkman sings. 
 

Whipped up spray that is rainbow scattered, 

And a swallow curving in the sky. 

Shoes so comfy though they’re worn out and they’re battered, 

And the taste of apple-pie. 
 

Scent of gardens when the rain’s been falling, 

And a minnow darting in the stream, 

Picked-up engine that’s been stuttering and stalling, 

And a win for my home team. 
 

Dedication  

Receive these our gifts, gracious God. In hope and thanksgiving we offer them 

to you. Amen.  
 



Prayers  & Lord’s Prayer 

Lord of the harvest, the time of sowing and the time 

of reaping are yours.  

The time of weeping and the time of singing are yours, 

too. Thank you for the time of sowing and the time of 

reaping.  
 

Let there be harvest in your world. We pray for those 

places in the world where the crops have failed and for those where poverty is 

the result of human aggression and human greed… We pray for a harvest of 

peace and plenty and we promise to work with you for it, both reaping and 

sowing.  
 

Let there be harvest in the hearts of children, women and men. We pray for 

those who are spiritually starved, who long for meaning in their lives and who 

need to belong. Give to your church patience and energy, boldness to speak out 

and the ability to listen… We pray for a harvest of faith and of lives 

transformed by the Gospel and we promise to work with you for it, both reaping 

and sowing.  

Let there be harvest in our own lives, and in the lives of those we know and love. 

We pray for those who are sick or troubled, for those who are lonely or who 

have suffered loss… We pray for ourselves, that, whatever difficulties we face, 

our lives may be grateful and joyful. We pray for a harvest of deepened love, 

more faithful discipleship, and we promise to work with you for it, both reaping 

and sowing.  
 

Lord of the harvest, the time of sowing and the time of reaping are yours. The 

time of weeping and the time of singing are yours, too, and we promise to work 

with you for the harvest of your kingdom, both reaping and sowing. 
 

Hymn 

When God made the garden of creation, 

He filled it full of His love; 

When God made the garden of creation, 

He saw that it was good. 

There’s room for you, and room for me 

And room for everyone: 

For God is a father who loves His children, 

And gives them a place in the Sun. 

When God made the garden of creation, 

He filled it full of His love. 

 



When God made the hamper of creation, 

He made it out of His love; 

When God made the hamper of creation, 

He saw that it was good, 

There’s food for you, and food for me 

And food for everyone: 

But man is so greedy and wastes God’s bounty, 

That some won’t get any at all. 

When God made the hamper of creation, 

He filled it full of His love. 

When God made the family of creation, 

He made it out of His love; 

When God made the family of creation, 

He saw that it was good. 

There’s love for you, and love for me, 

And love for everyone: 

But man is so selfish, ignores his neighbour, 

And seeks his own place in the sun. 

When God made the family of creation, 

He made it out of His love. 

When God made the garden of creation, 

He filled it full of His love; 

When God made the garden of creation, 

He saw that it was good. 

There’s room for you, 

And room for me, 

And room for everyone: 

For God is a Father who loves His children, 

And gives them a place in the sun. 

When God made the garden of creation, 

He filled it full of His love. 

Blessing  

Go forth and share in the recreating of the world.  

We go in faith to be the people of the new creation.   
 

May God’s joy be in our hearts [place hand on heart]  

May God’s peace be in our world [sweep hand out in front]  

May God’s love be known between us [hold hands or touch palms]  



and the blessing of God …..Amen.  
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