
 
  

 
 

Connec  ion       
 

Sunday 17th October 2021 

Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 
 

 
 

Collect  
God, the giver of life, 

whose Holy Spirit wells up within your Church: 
by the Spirit’s gifts equip us to live the gospel of Christ 
and make us eager to do your will, 

that we may share with the whole creation 
the joys of eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

Hebrews 5: 1-10 

Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God on their 
behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, 
since he himself is subject to weakness; and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as 

well as for those of the people. And one does not presume to take this honour, but takes it only when 
called by God, just as Aaron was.  So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but 

was appointed by the one who said to him, ‘You are my Son, today I have begotten you’; as he says 
also in another place,  ‘You are a priest for ever, according to the order of Melchizedek.’ In the days of 

his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able 
to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. Although he was a Son, 
he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became the source of 

eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest according to the 
order of Melchizedek. 

 

Mark 10: 35-45 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Jesus and said to him, ‘Teacher, we want you 

to do for us whatever we ask of you.’ And he said to them, ‘What is it you want me to do for you?’ 
And they said to him, ‘Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.’ But 



Jesus said to them, ‘You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, 
or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?’ They replied, ‘We are able.’ Then Jesus said 

to them, ‘The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will 
be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it 

has been prepared.’ When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus 
called them and said to them, ‘You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their 

rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but 
whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first 
among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his 

life a ransom for many.’  
 

Post Communion Prayer 
God our Father, 
whose Son, the light unfailing, 

has come from heaven to deliver the world 
from the darkness of ignorance: 

let these holy mysteries open the eyes of our understanding 
that we may know the way of life, 
and walk in it without stumbling; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Reflection 
 

The sermon this week is from Ruth Walker, Calling Young Disciples Project Director. 

 

 

I wonder what sort of story you would want recorded about yourself for future generations to read? 
Some charitable act that shows you at your best, maybe a moment of great bravery or something that 

revealed just how human and able to get it wrong you were? 

Today’s gospel reading hardly gives us a flattering picture of James and John two of Jesus’s closest 
disciples or in fact of the rest of the group as they fall out over getting the best places in Jesus’ kingdom. 

Unflattering it might be but I am encouraged that Mark included this story that says to us that even 
Jesus’ closest followers got it wrong and yet Jesus still counted them as friends. 

James and John were part of the inner circle of disciples along with Peter who had seen and heard 

more than the others. As well as all the miracles and teaching they had been present for they were also 
among the first Jesus called to follow him and had been especially chosen to be present with Jesus on 

the mountain as he was transfigured and joined by Moses and Elijah. 

They were so close to Jesus and yet we come to this sad account that shows just how much they still 
had to learn. Jesus had been talking to the disciples about how you needed to be like a child to enter his 

kingdom and how hard it was for those with a lot of earthly wealth which could distort their priorities. 
He had talked about the first being last and the last being first and then opened up about what he was 
going to face as they headed for Jerusalem – his death. It is then against that backdrop that James and 

John ask him: 



‘Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.’ And Jesus said to them, ‘What is it you 
want me to do for you?’ And they said to him, ‘Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your 

left, in your glory.’ (Mark 10 v 35 – 36) 

I wonder how Jesus felt at that moment – exasperated, frustrated, despairing, really sad? Would they 
never get it, time was running out, these were the disciples he would trust his ongoing work too and 

here they were seeking positions of power and influence something his kingdom was not about. 

Then to compound this the rest of the disciples when they hear what James and John have asked Jesus 
get angry, what was that about? Probably because James and John had got round to it before them and 

those seats on the left and right of Jesus had gone! 

The search for power and prestige is invidious and not attractive, it can lead people to seek out those 
they think will be successful – maybe in politics – attach themselves to them for as long as it suits. It’s 

not about loyalty, friendship or integrity so once it goes wrong or they find someone better suited to 
their aims they quickly drop those leaders and attach themselves to the next one. 

This was not what Jesus wanted for his followers then or now. However hard he was tempted by Satan 

or by his disciples Jesus knew that seeking power and prestige was not his calling from God his Father 
nor theirs. He instead was headed for the cross, to a painful death not an earthly throne and he wanted 

those who he had called to understand that. His response to James and John was something they 
would only really begin to understand after Jesus’ death and as they continued on their journey as his 
followers, he said to them: 

‘You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptised 

with the baptism that I am baptised with?’ They replied, ‘We are able’. Then Jesus said to them, ‘The 
cup that I drink you will drink; and the baptism with which I am baptised, you will be baptised; but to 

sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.’ 
(Mark 10 v 38 – 40) 

In Acts 12 v 1-2 we are told that James died for his faith at the hands of King Herod at a time of 

persecution for the church. His brother John lived longer but like so many of Jesus’ followers endured 
a great deal in standing firm for what he believed. They did indeed ‘drink the cup that Jesus drank’ but 

did so faithfully even after such a faltering start. 

As I said earlier, I am encouraged that this unflattering story from the journey of the disciples is 
recorded for us to read so many years later. It says to me that making mistakes as Jesus’ followers, even 

getting it badly wrong doesn’t mean the end of our journey of faith. Jesus doesn’t reject us and turn his 
back on us. He challenged James and John, he was honest with them, but he kept them with him and 
they continued to learn and to grow as his followers even through the really difficult times that were to 

come. 

So when you and I get it wrong, when we let Jesus down, which we will, coming back to him seeking 
his forgiveness and getting on with being his followers his what he longs for us to do. I hope you too 

are encouraged by the honest recording of the up and down journeys of Jesus’ closest followers who 
are just like us.  

A pilgrimage of prayer and hope  

Throughout Autumn, Bishop Martin is journeying around the Diocese in 

pilgrimage, spending two days in each deanery and visiting as many churches as 
possible. Bishop Martin said: “I was very struck when, at the height of the 
pandemic, a member of the clergy said how sad he was that his font had been dry 

over the last year. I have really missed the sacraments, and this pilgrimage is an 
opportunity for me to bless our churches – both the buildings and the people - as 



the living waters of grace flow again.” On each of the two days spent in a deanery, Bishop Martin will 
visit around six churches to say a simple prayer of blessing over their fonts. He will walk between some 

churches and visit others by car. Each day he will say morning, midday and evening prayer in three of 
the churches and people are welcome to join him there. “On one of the days, if restrictions allow, we’ll 

be having a slightly bigger prayer service for the deanery. I know one deanery is planning a 
confirmation service while another will host a deanery praise celebration. It will hopefully be a chance 

for us to come together and pray for all that we’ve been through during the pandemic and for the future 
as things begin to ease.”  

 

Requests for Prayers 

 
Please pray for Bishop Martin as he travels across the Diocese as well as for all 

the churches that he will visit during his pilgrimage. 

 

We pray for all those who are sick everywhere and for those who have 

asked for our prayers and for their carers: Roy and Margaret Putnam, Brian 
Bolam, Yvonne Seward, Laurence Alexander, Ros and Rob, Jo Gunner, 
David Fenton, Michael Leven and his wife Allison and daughter Sophie, Matt 

Oliver and his family, Andrea Randles and her husband and daughter, Frances Fairclough and her 
husband Robin and their children and grandchildren and also for Sky Redfern and her family. 

 

We continue to pray for: Percy Blizard, Jackie Pickford, Clive Hunt.  
 

We pray for those who are in residential care: Barbara Milton, Rita Sheppy and David Wilkinson.  
 

We pray for those who have died everywhere: Sharon Blizard (Eckington) and her family; Deryck 
Hallwood and his family. And also for those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.  

 

If there is someone or something that you would like us to pray for, please email 

eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com and we will include them on the prayer list 

 
 19 SEPTEMBER 

Church Services this Sunday 
9.00am Eckington – Reverend Allison 

9.00am Overbury – Reverend Katryn 
10.30am Bredon – Reverend Allison 

10.30am Little Comberton – Reverend Katryn 

4.00pm Bricklehampton Harvest – Rev Katryn 

 

 

Rota for October 2021 

 

Date Time Place Presiding 

24th October 9.00am Elmley Castle Reverend Katryn 

 10.30am Bredon Reverend Alison Maddocks 

 10.30am Defford Reverend Allison 

 10.30am Teddington Reverend Katryn 

31st October 
United 

Service 

10.30am Eckington Led by Rev Allison 
Canon Roger Spiller to 

preach 

 6.00pm Eckington All Souls’ Lay lead 
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Rota for November 2021 
 

 

Date Time Place Presiding 

07/11/2021 09.00am Defford Reverend Allison 

 09.00am Alstone Reverend Katryn 

 10.30am Bredon Reverend Allison 

 10.30am Little Comberton Reverend Katryn 

14/11/2021 
Remembrance 

Sunday 

09.00am Besford Reverend Allison 

 09.00am Bredon’s Norton Reverend Catherine Lack 

 10.30am Bredon Lay-Led (Peter Whitehead) 

 10.45am Eckington Reverend Allison 

 10.30am Elmley Castle tbc 

 10.30am Ashton Under Hill Reverend Katryn 

21/11/2021 09.00am Eckington Reverend Allison 

 09.00am Bricklehampton Reverend Katryn 

 10.30am Bredon Reverend Allison 

 10.30am Beckford Reverend Katryn 

28/11/2021 09.00am Great Comberton Reverend Katryn 

 10.30am Overbury Reverend Allison 

 10.30am Elmley Castle Reverend Katryn 

 18.00pm United Advent Service, 

Eckington 

Reverend Allison  

 
Midweek Communion at 10am 
 

20th October – Little Comberton – Reverend Allison Davies 
27th October – Defford – Reverend Catherine Lack  

10th November - Overbury - Reverend Allison Davies 
17th November - Little Comberton – Reverend Katryn Leclezio 

24th November - Defford – Reverend Allison Davies  

 

 

 

Bredon Hill Group Choir Advent Carols 
 
Do you fancy a good sing as November draws to its end, 

and you-know-what-closely follows?   
 
We are holding a United Advent Carols and Readings 

service in Eckington church on Sunday 28th November at 
6 pm, and are looking for enthusiastic warblers! 

Rehearsals will be on Sunday afternoon from 2.30 for 
about two hours on the following dates: 

Sunday 24th October, Sunday 14th November, Sunday 21st November and Sunday 28th November 
(times TBC) in Eckington church 
Music books will be provided, Sandra Burne of the Tapestry choir will be in charge of our voices, John 

Checketts will be the accompanist, and there will be refreshments for dry throats at the end of the fun 
on 28th.  SATB voices all welcome, particularly TB.   

 
Please could you let me know if you intend to join us, so that we can sort seats and books and tea 

before you arrive?  I look forward to a jolly good Advent sing. Viv Ebbage 01684 773549 



 

 
Living in Love and Faith 
 

The Church of England General Synod will be debating the issues 

of gender, sexuality and equality in the coming months.  Dioceses 
have been encouraged to engage with some top quality materials 
presented on the Living in Love and Faith website in groups.  The 

exhortation is to listen to as many different experiences and view 
points as possible.  To hear people’s (including our) stories, 

perspectives and struggles. 
 

We need to discern how we engage with this process and the materials as the Bredon Hill Group. 
To start us off there is an event offered by the Diocese which we can sign up to attend.  Rev Katryn will 

be going and she’d love not to go alone!  Let her know (at klbhteam@gmail.com) if: 

 

1. You want to come to this session, and  

2. What your thoughts may be about engaging as a Group of churches? 

 

Tuesday 23rd November 2021 LLF Digging Deeper: 7:15pm – 9pm The Bible, Interpretation and 

Sexuality  
Booking: https://bit.ly/3tMCqKG  
Venue: St Martin with St Peter C Of E Church, London Rd, Worcester WR5 2ED  

 

What’s it about?  
This event is to help participants explore different ways in which Christians understand how the Bible 
speaks about sexuality. The event will be primarily a conversation between three contributors (listed 

below). There will also be some opportunity for questions.  

• • Sean Doherty, principal of Trinity College Bristol  

• • Sarah Northall, vicar of St Wulstan’s, Worcester  

• • David Runcorn, writer, speaker and ‘free-range priest’  
  

The event will be chaired by Claire Lording, Vicar of Pershore and Chair of the House of Clergy, and 

introduced by Jonathan Kimber, diocesan LLF Advocate (and Director of Ministry and Discipleship). 

Small Discussion/Interest/Bible Study Groups in the Bredon Hill Group 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/3tMCqKG


Parish Administrator Contacts in the Bredon Hill Group 
If you need to contact one of the Parish Administrators in the Group; 

their details are: 
 
Eckington/Defford cum Besford 

Rachel Tebbatt – every Tuesday 9.30-12.30 
Email: eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com    Telephone: 01386 750203 

 
Elmley Castle Benefice 

Jane Moore – every Wednesday 9-12 
Email: rectoryoffice@btinternet.com          Telephone: 01386 710394 
 

Bredon & Bredon’s Norton 
Chris Leighton – every Tuesday 9-12          

Email: parishsecretarybbg@outlook.com   Telephone: 01386 881349 
 

Beckford Benefice 
Chris Leighton – every Friday 9-12 
Email: parishsecretarybbg@outlook.com    Telephone: 01386 881349 

 
Administrative Coordinator 

Alison Khan – Monday to Friday 10-1 
Email acbhteam@gmail.com                        Telephone: 07984 748059 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 Rev Allison Davies         Rev Katryn Leclezio                                                                            
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