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Please speak aloud words in bold text. 
Sing songs indicated & listen to others. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Based on Revelation 15  
We join all citizens of heaven to 

praise and worship the Living God. 
 

‘Great and marvellous are your 
deeds, Lord God Almighty. 
Just and true are your ways, 
King of the nations. 
Who will not fear you, Lord, 
    and bring glory to your name? 
For you alone are holy. 
All nations will come 
and worship before you, 
for your righteous acts have been 
 revealed.’ 
 

1ST SONG – COME NOW IS THE TIME TO 

WORSHIP Brian Doerksen  STAND AND SING 
Come, now is the time to worship. 

Come, now is the time to give your 

 heart. 

Come, just as you are to worship. 

Come, just as you are before your 

God. Come. 
 

One day every tongue 

Will confess you are God. 

One day every knee will bow. 

Still, the greatest treasure remains 

 for those  

Who gladly choose you now. 

(Repeat song) 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 

2ND SONG – BE STILL, MY SOUL 
Kathrina von Schlegel, tr. Jane Borthwick 

Be still, my soul! 

The Lord is on your side; 

Bear patiently  

The cross of grief or pain, 

Leave to your God 

To order and provide. 

In every change 

He faithful will remain. 
 

Be still, my soul! 

Your best, your heavenly friend 

Through thorny ways 

Leads to a joyful end. 
 

Be still, my soul! 

Your God will undertake 

To guide the future 

As he has the past. 

Your hope, your confidence, 

Let nothing shake. 

All now mysterious  

Shall be bright at last. 
 

Be still, my soul! 

The waves and winds still know 

His voice who ruled them 

While he dwelt below. 
 

Be still my soul! 

When dearest friends depart 

and all is darkened 

In the vale of tears, 

Then shall you better 
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Know his love his heart, 

Who comes to soothe 

Your sorrow and your fears. 
 

Be still, my soul! 

Your Jesus can repay 

From his own fullness 

All he takes away. 
 

Be still my soul! 

The hour is hastening on, 

When we shall be, 

Forever with the Lord. 

When disappointment, 

Grief and fear are gone 

Sorrow forgot 

Loves purest joys restored. 
 

Be still my soul! 

When change and tears are past. 

All safe and blessed 

We shall meet at last. 

 

BIBLE READING Read by Cynthia Utete  

Revelation 2:8-11  NIVUK 2011 
8 ‘To the angel of the church in 

Smyrna write: 
 

These are the words of him who is 

the First and the Last, who died and 

came to life again. 9 I know your 

afflictions and your poverty – yet 

you are rich! I know about the 

slander of those who say they are 

Jews and are not, but are a 

synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not be 

afraid of what you are about to 

suffer. I tell you, the devil will put 

some of you in prison to test you, 

and you will suffer persecution for 

ten days. Be faithful, even to the 

point of death, and I will give you 

life as your victor’s crown. 
 

11 Whoever has ears, let them hear 

what the Spirit says to the churches. 

The one who is victorious will not be 

hurt at all by the second death. 

 

THE CHURCH IS TO REMAIN 
FAITHFUL TO CHRIST 
 
3RD SONG – IN THE NIGHT MY HOPE LIVES ON 
Andrew Peterson 

I am weary with the pain of Jacob's 

 wrestling, 

In the darkness with the fear, in the 

 darkness with the fear, 

But he met the morning wounded with 

 a blessing, 

So in the night, my hope lives on. 
 

And when Elisha woke surrounded by 

 the forces 

Of the enemies of God, the enemies of 

 God 

He saw the hills aflame with angels on 

 their horses, 

So in the night, my hope lives on. 
 

Oh in the night, 

Oh in the night, 

Oh in the night, 

My hope lives on. 
 

I see the slave that toils beneath the 

 yoke unyielding, 

And I can hear the captive groan, hear 

 the captive groan 

For some hand to stay the whip his foe 

 is wielding, 

Still in the night, my hope lives on. 
 

I see the armies of the enemy 

 approaching 

And the people driven, trembling, to 

 the shore, 

But a doorway through the waters 

 now is opening 

So in the night, my hope lives on. 
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Oh in the night, 

Oh in the night, 

Oh in the night, 

My hope lives on. 
 

Like the son who thought he'd gone 

 beyond forgiveness 

Too ashamed to lift his head, but if he 

 could lift his head 

He would see his father running from a 

 distance 

In the night, my hope lives on. 
 

And I can see the crowd of men 

 retreating 

As He stands between the woman and 

 their stones 

And if mercy in His holy heart is 

 beating 

Then in the night, my hope lives on. 
 

Well I remember how they scorned the 

 son of Mary 

He was gentle as a lamb, gentle as a 

 lamb. 

He was beaten, He was crucified, and 

 buried, 

And in the night, my hope was gone. 
 

But the rulers of this earth could not 

 control Him 

No, they did not take His life, He laid it 

 down, 

And all the chains of death could never 

 hope to hold Him, 

So in the night, my hope lives on. 
 

And I can see the Son of Man 

 descending 

And the sword He swings is brighter 

 than the dawn 

And the gates of hell will never stand 

 against Him 

So in the night, my hope lives on. 
 

 

 

Oh in the night, 

Oh in the night, 

Oh in the night, 

My hope lives on. 

(Repeat) 

 

CONFESSION 

If we claim we have no sin, we are 

only fooling ourselves and not living 

in the truth.   But if we confess our 

sins to God, he is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 

from all wickedness. 1 John 1:8-9 NLT 
 

Father you know who and what we 
 are, and what we are not. 
 

You know our confusion and our 
 failing. 
You know our strengths and our 
 shame. 
You know our professions of hope, 
 and just how quickly we lose heart. 
You know our failures to stand firm 
 on the faith we proclaim, and our 
 criticism of others who fail. 
You know our complaints when we 
 suffer, and our refusal to share each 
 other’s hurts. 
You know our self-satisfaction, our 
 self-interest, and our selfishness. 
You know of the conflict between our 
 good intentions and our love of the 
 easy way forward. 
You know the battles we fail to win 
 because we were never quite sure 
 whose side we were on. 
 

Forgive us that we lose the struggle so 
 easily because we insist in standing 
 in our own strength and not in our 
 Lord’s. 
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Forgive us, restore us, and reclaim us 
 as your own Father, through Christ 
 our Lord, for he is the First and the 
 Last, he died and came to life 
 again.  Amen. 
 

Where is the god who can compare 

with you — wiping the slate clean of 

guilt, turning a blind eye, a deaf ear, 

to the past sins of your purged and 

precious people?  You don’t nurse 

your anger and don’t stay angry 

long, for mercy is your specialty.  

That’s what you love most.  And 

compassion is on its way to us.  

You’ll stamp out our wrongdoing.  

You’ll sink our sins to the bottom of 

the ocean.   Micah 7:18-19   THE MESSAGE 

Amen. 
 

4TH SONG – HIS MERCY IS MORE 
Matt Boswell and Matt Papa 

What love could remember 

no wrongs  we have done. 

Omniscient, all-knowing, 

He counts not their sum. 

Thrown into a sea 

without bottom or shore. 

Our sins, they are many, 

His mercy is more. 
 

What patience would wait 

as we constantly roam? 

What Father, so tender, 

is calling us home? 

He welcomes the weakest, 

the vilest, the poor. 

Our sins, they are many, 

His mercy is more. 
 

What riches of kindness 

He lavished on us? 

His blood was the payment, 

His life was the cost. 

We stood 'neath a debt 

we could never afford. 

Our sins, they are many, 

His mercy is more. 
 

Praise the Lord 

His mercy is more.  

Stronger than darkness, 

new every morn. 

Our sins, they are many, 

His mercy is more. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, creator of 
 heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only 
 Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy 
 Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to hell. 
The third day he rose again from 
 the dead.  
He ascended to heaven and is seated 
 at the right hand of God the Father 
 almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the 
 living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

(*that is, the true Christian church of 

all times and all places) 

 
PRAYERS Lead by Brian Titton 
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COLLECT  ASB 

Eternal Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to 
 the throne of heaven 
that he might rule over all things as 
 Lord: 
keep the Church in the unity of the 
 Spirit 
and in the bond of peace, 
and bring the whole created order to 
 worship at his feet; 
who is alive and reigns with you and 
 the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

NEWS 
 
5TH SONG – 10,000 REASONS  Matt Redman 
STAND AND SING 

Bless the Lord O my soul, 

O my soul. 

Worship His Holy name. 

Sing like never before. 

O my soul. 

I’ll worship Your Holy name. 
 

The sun comes up 

It’s a new day dawning 

It’s time to sing Your song again. 

Whatever may pass 

And whatever lies before me 

Let me be singing 

When the evening comes. 

You’re rich in love 

And You’re slow to anger. 

Your name is great 

And Your heart is kind. 

For all Your goodness 

I will keep on singing. 

Ten thousand reasons 

For my heart to find. 
 

And on that day 

When my strength is failing. 

The end draws near 

And my time has come 

Still my soul will sing 

Your praise unending. 

Ten thousand years 

And then forevermore. 

 

BLESSING Revelation 8b & 10b-11  

Jesus, the First and the Last, who died 

and came to life again, proclaims:  

“Be faithful, even to the point of 

death, and I will give you life as your 

victor’s crown. 
 

Whoever has ears, let them hear 

what the Spirit says to the churches. 

The one who is victorious will not be 

hurt at all by the second death.” 
 

May the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

 Spirit. 

be among you and remain with you 

 always. 

Amen. 
 

 



Prayer Topics for the week 
If you would like the vicar to pray with you on the phone, call him on 01902 827214; or alternatively you 

can place a prayer request on our ‘Prayer Chain’ by phoning Brian on 01902 788017.  He will have several 

people pray, in confidence, for your request. 

Jesus – the one who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again – says 
“Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.”  

Revelation 2:8 & 10b NIV 

For the World and our Nation and our City 

Vaccine inequality - people in poorer countries are still at risk while those in richer countries, with high 

vaccination rates, are more protected. Pray for the WHO targets - to vaccinate 40% of the global 

population by the end-2021; and 70% by mid-2022 - will be achieved. 

COP26 – pray for young Christians meeting Justin Welby and leaders from many denominations this 

week to discuss the Church’s response to the climate crisis and; hear from Alok Sharma about the role 

faith communities can play. Pray for this to be a moment of profound shift in the church’s response. 

For our Mission Partners – Barnabas Fund 
Pray for Christians worldwide grieving for lost brothers and sisters in Christ.  Over 2000 Christian leaders 

have died in India and Nepal. Ask God to raise up new leaders and prevent church closures. 

Iran – pray for Christians like Nasser serving long prison sentences for membership of a house church. 

Pray his requests for eligible parole will not keep being rejected.  

China - Christian ministries are being removed from ‘WeChat’, China’s main social media platform, and 

Christian search ‘terms’ are being blocked. Ask God to strengthen their faith. 

Afghanistan – pray for Christians in fear of being executed for apostasy. Barnabas Fund has helped many 

to flee but ask for prayer for the UK to resettle Afghan Christians. 

For St Jude’s Church 
School Assembly Pray for Phil on Monday when he takes assembly for years 4 to 6 at St Andrew’s School.  

The theme given is “Count your blessings” looking at 2 Samuel 9:1-13 – David and Mephibosheth.  
PCC Pray for wisdom as they meet Monday evening (see news sheet for more). 

Those you know suffering in Body or Spirit  Pray for them and for wisdom how to best help them. 

Particular people to pray for:  Osa Osunde’s continued recovery (see News Sheet for details).  Howard 

Perrin’s continued recovery from a hip replacement operation.  Diane Price living with challenging health 

difficulties.   Deborah Attehe grieving over the sudden death of her mother in Nigeria.  Dulcibell Sudeal’s 

daughter, and other family members, grieving over her recent death.  Alistair Davidson grieving over 

Delarie’s sudden death.  And others: Daphne Ditch, Alison Fewtrell, and Joan Lloyd-Davies.  

Revelation 2:8-11.  What is different about the pattern of this letter from the one to Ephesus?  How 

does Jesus encourage these Christians in their distress?  What will it mean for the church in Smyrna to 

be victorious?  A young man called Polycarp may have been in the church of Smyrna receiving this letter.  

In AD 115 he became their Bishop.  He was eventually arrested for refusing to burn incense to the 

emperor.  When invited to renounce Christ he replied: “Eighty and six years I have served him, and he 

has done me no wrong.  How then can I blaspheme my King and Saviour?  You threaten me with a fire 

that burns for a season and after a little while is quenched; but you are ignorant of the fire of everlasting 

punishment that is prepared for the wicked.”  He was put to death, confident he would not be hurt by 

the ‘second death’.  (The ‘second death’ is defined in Revelation 21:6-8).  When you find your faith 

dwindling under hostile pressure remember: look to, and pray to, and follow our reassuring Christ. He 

reassured Smyrna: He is ever present (v.9), he is in control (v.10), and he offers eternal reward (vs.8, 11).   
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