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 September marks the start of the academic year 
and the first term. We pray for and remember 
those in education (students and teachers and 
others) and especially those starting a new year, 
new school or college/university. 

All of us need to keep learning and developing and there is a famous saying that a 
day without learning is a day wasted. 

Dallas Willard describes the four great questions of life, which humans cannot 
satisfactorily answer on their own and God must answer, are: 

1. What is reality? What do we have to deal with? 

2. Who is really well off, is “blessed”, or has “the good life”? 

3. Who is a really good person? Who is the one for whom people are naturally 
grateful, who naturally calls forth affirmation and imitation? 

4. How does one become a really good person? 

He argues that Jesus answers these questions in the following way: 

1. Reality is God- a personal, self-sufficing being whose deepest nature is love (will 
to good)- and everything that comes from his action (his “kingdom”). 

2. Those alive in the kingdom of the heavens are the ones whose are truly well off 
or “blessed”. 

3. The really good person is the one whose life is permeated with and animated by 
the kind of love that characterises God (1 Cor. 13; 1 john 4; etc.). 

4. One becomes a “really good” person by placing their confidence in Jesus Christ 
and living as his apprentice in kingdom living. 

How about those as four questions and answers to ponder, explore and enter into as 
we continue our life long learning as apprentices (disciples) of Jesus? Providentially, 
he doesn’t leave us on our own to explore, but gives us his Holy Spirit to help and 
our sisters and brothers in God’s family to help and share with. 

This learning isn’t only head knowledge or intellectual, but in our hearts (love) and 
shown by our hands and indeed all of our life. 

May we enjoy and be challenged, developed and grown in our new “academic” year 
and term. 
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 High Days and Holidays for September 

23rd Sept When the sun goes edgewise – and daytime equals night 

23rd September is the autumnal equinox (if you live in the northern hemisphere) or 
the vernal (Spring) equinox (if you live in the southern hemisphere)  The 
equinoxes occur in March and September, when the Sun is ‘edgewise’ to the 
Earth’s axis of rotation, so that everywhere on earth has twelve hours of daylight 
and twelve hours of darkness.   

26th Sept Wilson Carlile, founder of the Church Army 

Wilson Carlile was born in Brixton in 1847, and did not set out to become an 
evangelist. Instead, he was brilliant at both languages and music, and excelled as 
a businessman. That is, until an economic recession and serious illness brought 
him crashing down and finished his career, aged only 31.   

Not surprisingly, a serious breakdown followed, when Carlile questioned everything 
that he had been attempting in life. This search for a new meaning brought him to 
faith in Jesus Christ, and so turned his world upside down.  He later wrote: 

I have seen the crucified and risen Lord as truly as if He had made Himself visible 
to me bodily sight. That is for me the conclusive evidence of His existence.  He 
touched my heart and old desires and hope left it. In their place came the new 
thought that I might serve Him and His poor and suffering brethren. 

Wilson approached two Christians whose passion for ministry was already well 
known: the Americans evangelists Moody and Sanky, who were at that time in 
England.  Wilson attended their meetings and supplied music via his harmonium. 
In return, he learned a lot about effective outdoors evangelism.   

Carlile then prepared himself for a life of ministry. He was confirmed into the 
Church of England, studied at the London College of Divinity, ordained in 1880 and 
served his curacy at St Mary Abbots in Kensington. But Carlile wanted more than 
comfortable parish life, and soon began outdoor preaching again.  He wanted to 
reach the poor, unchurched, of the community. 

Carlile left Kensington to work in a slum mission, and by 1882 he was busy uniting 
the local Anglican parish missions into one organisation. Here his business skills in 
planning and organising proved invaluable, and soon he had founded the ‘Church 
Army.’  He then founded two training colleges, to train both men and women 
evangelists. After slight hesitation, the Church of England agreed to incorporate 
the Church Army into its structure, and even created the office of Evangelist for 
the Church Army captains and sisters. 

In the years that followed, Church Army has done great work in evangelism, as 
well as in social and moral welfare. It helped support the troops during World War 
1. Carlile remained honorary chief secretary until retirement in 1926.  He died in 
1942.   

29th Sept  Michael and All Angels 

Michael is an archangel, whose name means ‘who is like unto God?’  He makes 
various appearances throughout the Bible, from the book of Daniel to the Book of 
Revelation.  In Daniel, he is ‘one of the princes’ of the heavenly host, and the 
special guardian of Israel.  In Revelation, he is the principal fighter of the heavenly 
battle against the devil. 

From early times, Michael’s cult was strong in the British Isles.  Churches at 
Malmesbury (Wiltshire), Clive (Gloucestershire) and Stanmer (East Sussex) were 
dedicated to him.  Bede mentions him.  St Michael’s Mount in Cornwall was 
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 believed to commemorate a vision there in the 8th century.  By the end of the 
Middle Ages, Michael had 686 English churches dedicated to him. 

In art Michael is often depicted as slaying the dragon, as in the 14th century East 
Anglican Psalters, or in Epstein’s famous sculpture at Coventry cathedral.  Or he is 
found (in medieval art) as weighing souls, as at Chaldon (Surrey), Swalcliffe 
(Oxon.), Eaton Bishop (Hereford and Worcester), and Martham in Suffolk.  Michael’s 
most famous shrine in western Europe is Mont-Saint-Michel, where a Benedictine 
abbey was founded in the 10th century.   

The ‘All Angels’ bit of this feast-day was added in 1969 when Gabriel and Raphael 
were included in with Michael. 
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HOSPITAL VISITS Philip would be pleased to learn of anyone in hospital or at 
home who would like a visit. Please let him know, as he has no other way of finding 
out. Thank you. 

Church email list. If you would like to be included on the church email list for 
regular updates, please let Philip know. 

Please pray for Masoud Bashtbavian and Paul Esprit to be confirmed at St Mary 
Osterley on Sept 11th 

And for Samuel, Ze Tsai and Mary d’Silva 

We wish Samuel and his family every blessing as they have moved to Woodford 
Green. We would like to thank them for all they have done at and for St Mary’s in 
their time here and pray for their continuing happiness and ministry in their new 
home and church; and for Mary in her studies. They have agreed that we can publish 
their new address in the magazine 

53 Wansford Road 

Woodford Green 

IG8 7AD 

Covid advice—If   you   attend   any   of   this   week’s   services,  please   note   
that   in accordance with Church of England guidelines the wearing of face coverings 
in places of worship is strongly advised, unless you are exempt. Please sanitise your 
hands in the porch on entry, maintain social distancing and do not mingle inside the 
building unless you are from the same household or support bubble. 
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 Historic Racing Cars – Porsche racing cars 
Part of a series on old racing cars by Robert Ingham, who took the photographs 
within the past few years. 

The first Porsche designed for competition use was the 550 of 1953, with a 1,498 cc 
version of the flat-four engine giving 108 hp. It was immediately successful in sports 
car races for both works drivers and privateers. 

It was replaced by the 718 in 1957, with an improved engine giving 142 hp. From 
1958 a single-seat version was produced to race in Formula 2, with the original 2-
seater continuing for sports car races. With the change of F1 to 1½ litres in 1961 a 
team of 3 were entered, with American Dan Gurney finishing 2nd three times. 

For 1962 the 804 was introduced for F1, with a new flat-eight engine of 1,494 cc 
producing about 180 hp. It won once, at the French Grand Prix. Porsche stopped 
their F1 programme at the end of the season. 

For sports car racing the 718 was replaced in 1964 by the 904, initially powered by a 
1,996 cc flat-four. Over 100 street-legal versions were produced to satisfy homolo-
gation rules, but it was designed for the track. At Le Mans that year 904s finished 
1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th & 6th in class, with more success over the next few years, including 
with 6 and 8-cylinder engined variants. 

The 906 was a much lighter car, but still street-legal with a 1,991 cc flat-six, and gull
-wing doors. It achieved class wins at Le Mans in 1966 and 1967. The 910 was de-
rived from the 906, but further optimised for racing. It was 2nd in class at Le Mans in 
1969. 

Their first ‘prototype racer’ was the 907 with a 2.2 litre flat-8. It won at Daytona and 
Sebring in 1968, and was 2nd at Le Mans (a class win). 

 

The 908 (see car 8) was another prototype with a 3.0 litre flat-8. Initially a coupé, 
then open-topped, one was 3rd at Le Mans in 1968, followed up by a 2nd in 1969. It 
was raced by the works team until 1971, then sold to privateers. 

The 917 (see car 3) was a closed-top prototype designed for the 1969 season, pow-
ered by a 4.5 litre flat-12 engine. The rules mandated that at least 25 were made, 
which was achieved by 20 April. It did not perform well that year as the aerodynam-
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 ics caused high-speed instability. Once that problem was fixed, the car was very fast 
and fairly reliable, and finished 1st and 2nd overall at the 1970 Le Mans 24H in rainy 
conditions, with a 908 3rd. Another 1-2 was achieved in 1971. 

From 1973 the company focussed on derivatives of the 911, such as the 934, and 
935. With the change to ‘Group C’ regulations in 1982, Porsche developed the 956, 
which together with the 962 dominated endurance racing for the rest of the decade. 
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 Does life feel like a maze at the moment? Try this one for some light relief 
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 By the Revd. Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts, and a former 
communications director for the C of E.  

Learning lessons from a graveyard 
If you’re looking for a quiet oasis away from the bustle and busyness of everyday 
life, there’s a place where nature, heritage and the life histories of hundreds of local 
people are on peaceful display. 

Take a walk in your local cemetery. (or St Mary’s Churchyard, editor) 

The chances are it’s a place where nature abounds, where socially-distant peace 
can be found, and you can meditate on the deeper issues of life. 

It’s true that graveyards seldom feature in most people’s favourite places to visit. 
Many find them morbid, reminding them of their own mortality. 

Or they can prompt memories of loved ones no longer with us, and the sadness 
overcomes the happy memories of the life shared together. Others simply rush past 
cemeteries or graveyards, without even noticing that they are there. 

But walk among the gravestones, read the inscriptions and you find the stories of 
people’s lives.  

Samuel Ryder, the Hertfordshire seed merchant who devised the United States v 
Europe Ryder Cup golf tournament, is buried in the cemetery opposite the church 
where I minister. When I visited recently, someone had left golf balls on his grave.  

In the same cemetery, there are more than 200 plain white graves of local and 
Commonwealth service people who died during the two world wars, and a memorial 
to the many local soldiers who died in the First World War. 

To wander around any cemetery or graveyard is to enter into the lives of 
generations of families. To see the grave of the still-born baby close to the child 
who died in infancy, both near to the grandmother who died in her nineties. The 
husband and wife who died within months of each other, are alongside the wife 
who outlived her spouse by decades.  

I’m always struck by how people are described. Most are defined by their family 
relationships – beloved grandfather, grandmother, father, mother, wife, husband, 
son or daughter. 

Others are described by their roles in life – actress, golf professional or for the war 
graves, by their ranks. How long, I wonder, had the young men and women been 
in uniform before meeting their deaths – and being remembered ever after as 
soldiers? In some cases, it may have been just a few months. 

What, I find myself asking, would I like to have written on my gravestone? How 
would each of us like to be remembered? How can long lives be summed up in the 
few words you can fit on a gravestone? 

And what is it that we are doing in life that will be of lasting value? Cemeteries are 
places that can make you consider your own life and think about what is important 
in it. 

Many Christian funerals begin with the words of Jesus Christ, 'I am the resurrection 
and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never die.'   

It is a promise I hold to as I walk the paths around the graves.      
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 Be careful with Covid, urges Bishop of London 
The Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, has encouraged churches and individuals to 
continue to take precautions to protect the vulnerable from Covid-19. 

“Many will welcome the possibilities now before us. However, this is a difficult point 
in the course of the pandemic. Despite vaccination rates, cases are up, hospital 
admissions are up and long covid remains an ongoing concern. Therefore, our 
approach needs to be cautious and careful.    

“Taking personal responsibility means taking precautions to protect those more 
vulnerable than we consider ourselves to be. Local church leaders know their 
communities and their own circumstances, and we will support them making local 
decisions to keep themselves and their community safe.” 

 

All in the month of SEPTEMBER 
It was:  

100 years ago, on 8th Sept 1921 that Sir Harry Secombe was born. This Welsh come-
dian, actor, writer, singer and TV presenter was one of the stars of the 1950s radio 
series The Goon Show. 

80 years ago, on 1st Sept 1941 that Nazi Germany ordered all Jews in Germany and 
its occupied territories to wear a yellow Star of David badge. 

65 years ago, on 16th Sept 1956 that Play-Doh went on sale in the USA. It was origi-
nally sold as a wallpaper cleaning compound, but was then relaunched as a model-
ling compound when the inventor’s nephew discovered that nursery school children 
were using it to make Christmas ornaments. 

60 years ago, on 11th Sept 1961 that the World Wildlife Fund (now the World Wide 
Fund for Nature) was founded in Switzerland. 

50 years ago, on 15th Sept 1971 that Greenpeace, the international environmental 
group, was founded in Vancouver. 

30 years ago, on 6th Sept 1991 that the Russian city of Leningrad was renamed St 
Petersburg, restoring its original name. 

25 years ago, on 27th Sept 1996, that the Taliban seized control of Kabul, Afghani-
stan, ousting President Burhanuddin Rabbani, and executing former President Mo-
hammad Najibullah. 

20 years ago, on 11th Sept 2001, that the 9/11 terrorist attack on the USA took 
place.  2,973 people were killed. 
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 The view from the garden bench 
Well, there hasn’t been much viewing from the garden bench, I 
must admit. I can’t believe how cold it is. The heating has even 
come on some mornings! My brother likes to sit out in the evening 
if he is staying with me. We did have one evening when we sat 
around the log fire on the patio. He has sat on the patio when he’s 
come back from the cricket because he’s hot after travelling by 
tube. I, on the other hand, am snuggling in my chair under 

blankets! 

On the whole the garden has been a bit disappointing. My lovely tomatoes have 
never ripened and the only things that seems to be thriving are the slugs and 
snails. Thank heavens for daisies, and salvias, they at least have survived and not 
been eaten. 

Did you know that September was back to church month? I didn’t, but it seems 
appropriate as we now have live streaming of the 9:30 service. What a blessing 
that is. It is so good for me to be able to go to church virtually. It’s not Covid that 
is preventing me but rather my state of health. When I login at 9:30 and watch live 
what is going on I still feel very much part of the church. Even if I am often with 
my feet up in the chair that stops my back from hurting, in my pyjamas (don’t tell 
the vicar). It is not the same as being there with 
everyone it is true but for those who can’t get to 
church just yet it is a real spiritual lifesaver. 

I gather too that the coffee morning went down well. 
My spies have told me that it was great to see people 
that we haven’t been able to see for so long. I note 
that there is another one this month as we gradually 
get back to normal, whatever that is. 

T 
here is no place for 

any loose stone in 

God’s edifice. - Joseph 

Hall 
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 How different churches cope with adversity 

 

• When a Methodist minister falls down the stairs, he picks 
himself up and says, “That was an experience, how do I learn 
from it?”  

• When a Catholic priest falls down the stairs, he picks 
himself up and says, “I must have done something really bad to deserve that.”  

• When a Presbyterian minister falls down the stairs, he picks himself up and 
says, “That was inevitable, I'm glad it's over.” 

• When a Baptist minister falls down the stairs, he picks himself up and says, 
“Which one of my deacons pushed me?” 

• When a vicar falls down the stairs, he picks himself up and says, “Will I need a 
faculty to get the staircase repaired?” 

Gym? 

 Before setting off on a business trip to Birmingham, I called the hotel where I'd be 
staying to see if they had a gym. The hotel receptionist's sigh had a tinge of 
exasperation in it when she answered. 

"We have over 100 guests at this facility," she said. "Does this 'Jim' have a last 
name?" 
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The church's floodlighting was instituted in 1999, being paid for by a grant from the 

Millennium Floodlighting Trust allied to a number of generous donations from local 

residents and businesses.  

 

Floodlighting Saint Mary's is an excellent way to remember departed relatives and 

friends, or to celebrate birthdays, marriages, anniversaries, indeed anything special 

to you. Your details will be published on the church notice board and in our Parish 

Magazine, unless requested otherwise.  

 

 

7th September  Lilian Brighton, Peter Cowee, thinking of you both with love, Pat, 
Roy, June, David, Di, Ann, Charlie, Charles 
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Please send your articles for the next Magazine to the editorial 
committee 

June Nash, Joan Broughton, and Philip Smith 

 by 

Wednesday 15th September 

16 East Road 

J.nash@sky.com 

Funerals 

We pray that the departed may have rest, light and peace in Christ 

16th August Roland Crosbie, 88 Crematorium 

Baptism 
We welcome into God’s family 

1st August  Tia Namagala Mugeza 

 



 

22 

 


