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Each year 21st September is marked as the United Nations International Day 
of Peace and the World Council of Churches Day of Prayer for Peace. 
Normally an event would be held in St Martin’s Church but due to the 
continuing changed circumstances this year it is hoped that the following 
resources will be found helpful. 

The International Day of Peace on 21st September each year was established 
in 1981 by the United Nations General Assembly. Two decades later, in 2001, 
the General Assembly unanimously voted to designate the Day as a period of 
non-violence and cease-fire. The World Council of Churches also calls 
churches and parishes to observe the International Day of Prayer for Peace 
on the same day. 

To quote from the official United Nations website: 

“Each year the International Day of Peace is observed around the world on 21 
September. The UN General Assembly has declared this as a day devoted to 
strengthening the ideals of peace, through observing 24 hours of non-violence 
and cease-fire. 

In 2021, as we heal from the COVID-19 pandemic, we are inspired to think 
creatively and collectively about how to help everyone recover better, how to build 
resilience, and how to transform our world into one that is more equal, more just, 
equitable, inclusive, sustainable, and healthier. 

The pandemic is known for hitting the underprivileged and marginalized groups 
the hardest. By April 2021, over 687 million COVID-19 vaccine doses have been 
administered globally, but over 100 countries have not received a single dose. 
People caught in conflict are especially vulnerable in terms of lack of access to 
healthcare. 

In line with the Secretary-General’s appeal for a global ceasefire last March, in 
February 2021 the Security Council unanimously passed a resolution calling for 
Member States to support a “sustained humanitarian pause” to local conflicts. The 
global ceasefire must continue to be honoured, to ensure people caught in conflict 
have access to lifesaving vaccinations and treatments. 

 

 



 
 

The pandemic has been accompanied by a surge in stigma, discrimination, and 
hatred, which only cost more lives instead of saving them: the virus attacks all 
without caring about where we are from or what we believe in. Confronting this 
common enemy of humankind, we must be reminded that we are not each other’s 
enemy. To be able to recover from the devastation of the pandemic, we must 
make peace with one another. 

And we must make peace with nature. Despite the travel restrictions and 
economic shutdowns, climate change is not on pause. What we need is a green 
and sustainable global economy that produces jobs, reduces emissions, and 
builds resilience to climate impacts. 

The 2021 theme for the International Day of Peace is “Recovering better for an 
equitable and sustainable world”. We invite you to join the efforts of the United 
Nations family as we focus on recovering better for a more equitable and peaceful 
world. Celebrate peace by standing up against acts of hate online and offline, and 
by spreading compassion, kindness, and hope in the face of the pandemic, and 
as we recover.” 

  

Bible Reading: Matthew 5.43-48 

Jesus said: “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbour 
and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for 
he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what 
reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you 
greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? 
Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.” 
 
Reflection: Recovering Better for an Equitable and Sustainable World 

The establishment and maintenance of peace is not of course a concern just 
for Christians, far from it. That is why it is such an important focus for the 
United Nations which encompasses many faiths and none. Yet we are 
particularly motivated by God’s love and our calling to love one another. That 
includes, as our Lord reminds us in our Bible reading, those we might consider 
our enemies. That is of course easy to agree with but much more difficult to 
put into practice. How can we love those who cause us hurt? Even more so 
how can we love those who harm others, who commit acts that are clearly 
wrong? Love does not condone such acts. Yet there is much to be said for the 
saying about hating the sin but loving the sinner. 

 

 

 



 
 

This year’s theme for the International Day of Peace is about recovering better 
for an equitable and sustainable world. The COVID-19 pandemic has affected 
the whole world, rich and poor alike, but the poorer countries have suffered 
particularly. The pandemic came on top of the problems they already suffered 
in terms of poverty and in some cases conflict. Indeed throughout the 
pandemic conflict has continued in parts of the world. Our thoughts and 
prayers are very much for countries such as Afghanistan and for all refugees. 

Both peace and love are, we believe, God’s will for his creation. Living 
together in harmony requires mutual respect and understanding. It requires 
taking the needs of others into account and not thinking just of ourselves. One 
particular need at the present time is for all parts of the world to have access 
to COVID-19 vaccines. That is in the interests of us all. For only then can the 
pandemic really be kept under control.  

In order to recover to create an equitable and sustainable world all countries 
need to work together rather than in competition. The need to work together, 
to collaborate, is of course not exclusively a Christian idea, and yet it is an 
important requirement of the Christian Gospel. We belong not only to God but 
to one another.  We are individuals yet we are also as Christians members of 
the body of Christ, called to be united in love and fellowship and peace with 
one another. And we are called to share that love and fellowship and peace 
with others.   

(Kingsley Boulton) 

 

Prayers 

The Universal Prayer for Peace 

Lead me from death to life, from falsehood to truth. 
Lead me from despair to hope, from fear to trust. 
Lead me from hate to love, from war to peace. 
Let peace fill our heart, our world, our universe. Amen. 
 
Prayers for peace 

Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed; kindle, we 
pray, in the hearts of all the true love of peace, and guide with your pure and 
peaceable wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; that 
your kingdom may go forward in justice and peace, till the earth is filled with 
the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Father, whose will is to restore all things in your beloved Son, the king of all; 
govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, and bring the nations, 
divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, to be subject to his just and 
gentle rule; who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 



 
 

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of 
righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: so mightily spread 
abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the 
Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
A prayer of St Francis 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; 
where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. 
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 
 
A prayer for the Community of the Cross of Nails 

Almighty God, you have committed to us the ministry of reconciliation of your 
Son, Jesus Christ; give us the confidence in your power to forgive, as your 
Son forgave us from the Cross. Enable us to be witnesses of your forgiveness 
at work and where we live. Unite us in a sacred fellowship to heal the 
hostilities we see, and give us the grace to love one another, rejoicing in this 
life together. Amen. 
 

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus and other illness:  

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and support the 
anxious, be with those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought 
low; that we may find comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your 
love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 
World Council of Churches Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: 

We pray this week for the peoples of Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay. 
 

Community of the Cross of Nails Prayer Cycle: 

We pray today for partners in Germany: 
in Schliersee-Josefstal: the Centre for Evangelical Youth Work in Josefstal; 
in Schwertevilligst: Villigst House; 
in Sievershausen: the Evangelical Church and Anti-War House; 
in Stralsund: St Mary's Church. 
And we ask God’s blessing on our own ministry of peace and reconciliation at St 
Martin.  
 



 
 

Coventry Litany of Reconciliation 
 
All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 

The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class from class, 
Father Forgive. 

The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their own, 
Father Forgive. 

The greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays waste the earth, 
Father Forgive. 

Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others, 
Father Forgive. 

Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the refugee, 
Father Forgive. 

The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and children, 
Father Forgive. 

The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God, 
Father Forgive.  

Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ forgave you. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
A prayer for God’s blessing of peace 

May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord; and may the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among us and remain with us always. Amen. 


