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            I remember speaking to someone a few years ago, who had 
suffered a family bereavement in the village, and was aware of the 
support of friends and neighbours at that difficult time. My - perhaps rather insensitive - comment to her, 
“Tittensor is a good place to die in,” provoked the reply, “And it’s a very good place to live in .”  
          This was brought home to me, and I’m sure to others, on Sunday in our morning service. Paul Graetz 
presented us with the most wonderful collection of photographs of the village and its surrounding areas. 
We saw fields, woods, gardens, pools, cows and sheep, a reminder of God’s goodness in the natural world. 
Then, the “facilities,” notably transport (road, rail, heavy goods transport by Bassetts), the village shop and 
Post Office, the village hall and the school, where people can meet and care for and help each other. 
Community spirit (B.K.V, etc) was embodied in a group photograph, showing a large group of people with 
buckets and shovels, who turn out to keep the village looking good. Then came the church , a reminder to 
us all that faith embraces the whole of life. These photos were the basis for praying for all the people and 
activities that enrich village life, and we were all duly thankful to God for them - and to Paul, of course. 
          However, as we have all discovered recently, there is another side to life. It’s not always filled with 
sunshine, flowers and joy. Worldwide, there is great hardship and suffering, and for each of us - even in 
rural north Staffordshire - there are times when everything we value seems to be under threat. Have you 
ever read the book of Job? It’s not often read in church, and I suspect not a favourite of many Christians. 
Job had a well-nigh perfect life - family, property, cattle, sheep, camels,health, and a godly faith. Then, 
suddenly, everything except life itself was taken from him, and he was afflicted with a plague of boils. He 
simply wanted to die, and three friends (“Job’s comforters”) were less than helpful, saying he must have 
sinned, to deserve it all. In fact the story shows that the suffering was being permitted by God as an 
illustration that for people of faith, triumph can come in the end. Job chapter 29 shows Job looking back 
sadly at the life he had enjoyed before his world fell apart. At the end of the book, all is restored, but the 
amazing thing about him is that he has clung to the Lord throughout it all. Perhaps the key verse is Job 
19v25. - “I know that my Redeemer lives.” A good verse for us to hang onto in whatever pain and trials 
beset us at the moment, perhaps.  
          Every blessing to you all. Noreen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Next week: 

➢ Sunday service 5th September is a Gift Day Service. The Service begins at 10.00 
What do you expect from this service?                               Will you be receiving or giving? 
Perhaps both or perhaps neither but we will be saying thank you for all that we receive from God and 
looking at how we can use our God-given gifts and maybe support the work of others to further his 
kingdom here and now.  
 
 

 

 

As our young ones return for a new school year, we 
are keeping all those at Tittensor C.E. First School in 

our prayers. 
They have a wonderful display of sunflowers in the 
children’s allotments to cheer them on their way! 

 



 
➢ Tittensor Tots is back! 

We will be restarting Tittensor Tots on Monday 6th September in the Church Hall 
from 9.15-11.15. For the time being places we are asking that you book in advance. 
Email Freda freda.bishop@virgin.net  
 
 
 
 

➢ ‘Thursday Morning’ is back! 
Thursday 9th September 10.00 a short, informal service is held in the Church 
Hall followed by ‘Coffee Shop’ at around 10.30. Everyone is welcome 
Contact Paul Graetz 
 
 
and, not forgetting….  

the Season of Creation begins.  Creationtide or the Season of 
Creation is the period in the annual church calendar, from 1st 
September to St. Francis’ Day on 4th October, when we are 
called to pay special attention to the responsibility of 
humanity for the Earth and for all that lives upon it.  
            Care of Creation is much in the news at the present time as we look forward to the UN Climate 
Change Conference (COP26) taking place in Glasgow 1-12 November. On Sunday 5 September 2021, at 
4pm, churches across Britain and Ireland will come together online and in Glasgow Cathedral to celebrate, 
challenge and commit ahead of COP26. At the Nations’ Climate Sunday Service, people will pray and 
present pledges to Government, a testament to churches' desire to show love for God and neighbour by 
caring for creation and acting on climate change. The service will be broadcast live from Glasgow Cathedral 
- at the heart of the city where the UN climate talks will take place in November - with contributions from 
Christians around the nations. Find out more and watch on YouTube at https://www.climatesunday.org/            
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
This week the service will be streamed once again on our new website at www.stlukestittensor.church and also, for 
the moment, on YouTube and on Facebook from 09.45 onwards.  The recorded service will be available for 24 hours 
afterwards on YouTube and Facebook and for about a week afterwards on our website.  We hope that you will find it 
easier to use the new website at  http://www.stlukestittensor.church/. You can go there, click ‘Watch’ at the top, 
then the ‘play’ arrow and away you go. 
 
Church email:              stlukestittensor@gmail.com                    Prayer Coordinator:  Win Growcott 01782 372714                     
Church Warden:         Peter Knight 07939 964743 
Ministry team:            Rev Noreen Russell 01782 372992          Paul Graetz 01782 372356 
                                       Freda Bishop 01782 372924                     Alan Lowe 01785 819244 
A Church Near You  https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4551/ 

 

 

 

God of creation and Lord of life, you entrusted us to care for our environment, but 

in many parts of the world we have failed. Help us to realise how fragile and 

unstable our surroundings are, because we are not looking after creation. We need 

to be true stewards and to understand how the most insignificant little flowers, 

and the tiniest insects, each creature and individual people are all part of a 

wondrous whole.  Amen     

Margaret Pickford, 2018 Women’s World Day of Prayer 
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