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Ever wonder why there is both good and evil 
allowed in this world?  Jesus told a parable 
that touched on this subject – it is called 
the Parable of the Weeds.   It runs like this:  
Consider the world as if it were a field where 
a Farmer has sown good seed.  But then an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat. So when the wheat came up, so did 
the weeds.  What to do?  Instead of destroy-
ing the weeds, and thereby risking the wheat, 
the Farmer tells his reapers to wait and let 
both wheat and weeds grow together until 
the harvest.  At the harvest he will instruct 
the reapers to gather up the wheat, but to 
discard the weeds.  So do not despair when 
evil seems to thrive in this world – there is 
a reckoning still to come, and justice will be 
done. 

The Parable of the Weeds (Matthew 13.24-30)
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DID YOU KNOW THE DORCAS 
CENTRE IS AVAILABLE TO 

HIRE!!!

All day Saturdays, Sunday 
afternoons and some Thursday 

evenings.

Also most times in the 
School holidays

If you would like to check the 
dates then ring Sandra on

281924 or 07718764422
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The nights are now beginning to really 
draw in as the end of the Summer 
approaches. Unbelievably, some shops 
have already begun to display their 
Christmas stock! Children are preparing 
to return to school after their 6-week 
holiday and as autumn gets nearer, we 
are looking forward to holding our harvest 
services with lavish suppers and lunches. 
We will also be beginning the planning 
and preparation for our Advent and 
Christmas celebrations, which were very 
muted last year.

This year, hopefully everything will be 
different, and we’ll be able to gather for 
Carol services and Christingles and we’ll 
be able to sing carols in church. 

Amidst last year’s uncertainty and 
anxiety about the future, it would have 
been easy to lose heart and to become 
overwhelmed, but this is where the 
Christian message is key. Jesus brought 
a gospel of light in the darkness, of hope 
amidst doubt. There may well be many 
of us who still feel anxious about re-
emerging from our homes, coming back 
to church, or re-engaging with society. 
None of us really knows precisely how the 
next few months will pan out, but we do 
know that we can trust in God to always 

walk with us, and we very much hope that 
you will be to join us.

Blessings,

Mark

Mark’s 
Message Rev. Mark Waterstreet,

Curate in Charge
Rev. Mark Waterstreet,

Curate in Charge

Forthcoming  Events

14th September Pat and Edna’s   
  Coffee morning

17th September Men’s Social Night  
  at Tamworth Beer   
  Festival

21st September Chapel Café +

25th September Teddy Bears’ Picnic  
  & Cake Bake

29th September Ladies Night

14th October Harvest Supper

27th November Impromptu Concert

4th December Christmas Fete

11th December Fish & Chips Night
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Roy Baker and Pauline Peace, 
Church Wardens

Wardens’ 
Update Roy Baker and Pauline Peace, 

Church Wardens

We hope you are all well and are able to 
enjoy life more, now that restrictions have 
been eased. We hope and pray that these 
new freedoms will continue in the coming 
months.

St. Paul’s began to return towards 
normality during August, with the 
welcome restart of Pat and Edna’s 
Coffee Morning and Cafe Chapel Plus. 
Both were well attended and hopefully 
will continue as a regular feature of our 
Church calendar.

Our Pastoral and Bereavement Cafe 
continued on Wednesday afternoons. 
This has been a very much appreciated 
feature for those who have suffered loss 
of a loved one during these troubled 
times. Our thanks to Carolyn Baker, Lynn 
Middleton and Monica Ward for all the 
help and support they offer to people.

On Saturday August 21st we welcomed 
the musical group Tickety Boo which 
proved to be a great event, enjoyed 
by everyone who attended, with many 
favourite numbers from the fifties, sixties, 
seventies and more. The event was held 
in the church due to the spell of wet 
weather. Thanks to everyone who helped 
and a very big thank you to Carolyn Baker 
who organised the event. This raised the 
handsome amount of £510 for church 
funds; and we must place on record a big 
thank you to Tickety Boo who generously 

gave their time free of charge to help 
towards our funds; just their expenses for 
travel. 

The Youth and Children’s Group held a 
successful 24_hour “pop up” camp in a 
parents’ garden on Saturday August 7th 
with a full programme which included 
a BBQ, games, activities, campfire and 
worship. We thank the parents and 
especially the young people for making 
this such fun.

There were more services last month. On 
Sunday August 8th we were able to enjoy 
two services, one at 11 a.m. and one at 
6.30 p.m. and again a Holy Communion 
service was held on Tuesday 17th at 9.30 
a.m. All these services were very well 
attended. The rest of month was to the 
same pattern as previous months, that is, 
one service at 11 a.m. and one at 6.30 
p.m., plus some on-line evening services.

Our aim is to increase the number of 
services in the coming months. This 
month, from Tuesday September 7th, 
Holy Communion will be held at 9.30 a.m. 
and then every Tuesday morning at 9.30 
a.m. Sunday services will be the same 
as previous months, that is, two morning 
services and two evening services. There 
will also still be some morning Zoom 
services and the evening service will 
continue on-line. Our thanks to everyone 
who make these services possible.
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On Sunday September 12th St. Paul’s 
will have a table at the Heritage Open 
Day at St. Editha’s Church in Tamworth 
from 12 noon to 4.00 p.m. This will be 
another chance to sell our cakes, jigsaws, 
books and other items which people have 
donated to St Paul’s. The event is free 
and all are welcome. Then on Saturday 
25th September the traditional Teddy 
Bears’ Picnic and Cake Bake will once 
again be held in the churchyard.  

We have said before how grateful we 
are to everyone who give up their own 
time to help keep the church, chapel and 
churchyard looking so beautiful. It is a 
pleasure to come to St. Paul’s and see 
how lovely everywhere looks and this has 
been commented on by visitors

There is one person in particular we 
must mention and that is Pat Vickery 
who announced recently that - after no 
less than 50 years’ voluntary duties of 
cleaning the church – she has decided 
it is time to retire from this. As a gesture 
of warm thanks a presentation of a lovely 
basket of flowers was made to Pat during 
the service on Sunday 23rd August. 
(Note, Pat is not retiring from Pat and 
Edna’s coffee morning!). Once again 
we express our sincere gratitude to Pat 
for her dedication to St. Paul’s over the 
years.

 And we would like to take the 
opportunity to say a big “thank you“ to 
Simon Gordon our editor of this very 
magazine. We value Simon’s dedication 
and enthusiasm in putting together the 
words and pictures so that our parish 
magazine appears to inform us *each 
month, whether in print or on-line. 

September Services

Sunday Services

5th   11.00am All Age Service     
  Holy Communion

12th  11.00am All Age Service
 
19th  11.00am Zoom
               6.30pm Holy Communion
 
26th  11.00am Zoom
 6.30pm Evening Prayer
 
 
Tuesday Services
 
7th, 14th, 21st, 28th.   
 9.30am Holy Communion

Finally and by no means least, may we 
also offer a big “thank you” to everyone 
who has contributed in any way to 
our church. This is always very much 
appreciated.

God Bless,  
Roy and Pauline
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News & 
Views

Dosthill Boys’ Club, Cadogan Road.  The 
next one is on 14th September and will 
be followed by a presentation about Mary 
Quant, which we are looking forward to.  
Please like our Facebook page, Dosthill 
Women’s Institute to keep up with our 
news. Julie Ward

Dosthill and 
Two Gates 
Residents’ 
Association
Hello…we hope 

you are keeping safe and well.  We 
are pleased to announce that we have 
recommenced our meetings and have 
just held our deferred AGM (from March 
2020!), which we will report back on in 
the next Parish Magazine.  We will just 
mention though that Bill Moss and Julie 
Ward, who have been members of the 
Association for many years (and have also 
been our Chair and Secretary), will be 
moving from Dosthill to Atherstone very 
soon.  We wish them well in their new 
home. 

As before, our meetings will be held 
at 7.30 pm on the last Thursday of the 
month in the Norman Chapel, the next 
ones being on 30th September and 28th 
October.  We look forward to continuing 
our good work for the Dosthill and Two 
Gates community and, as always, new 
faces are welcome!

Please like our Facebook page, Dosthill 
and Two Gates Residents Association, to 
keep up with our news. Julie Ward

Dosthill 
Women’s 
Institute 
(WI)

We are pleased to say that we have 
started meeting again!  It was so lovely to 
see everyone in person and there were 
lots to catch up on!  Even though there 
are no Covid-19 restrictions now, we 
ensured the safety and wellbeing of our 
ladies, with a few changes in how we do 
things, and may even keep these going in 
the future.

Our first meeting was followed by a 
demonstration by the Cocktail Shaker 
Boys,  where we learnt the history of 
cocktails and how to make some of the 
popular ones.   There was also some 
sampling…we are pleased to say!

We then got together in August for 
our Summer party, with a delicious 
Afternoon Tea and games, which was 
great fun.  Sue Middlebrook, our former 
President, kindly treated us to the food 
as her leaving present, as she has now 
left Dosthill to live in Norfolk.  We thank 
Sue for everything she has done for the 
Dosthill WI and wish her every happiness 
in her new home.

Our meetings are held at 7.30 pm on 
the second Tuesday of the month at the 
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Ladies Group 
The Ladies group visited Elford Walled 
Garden on Wednesday 28th July. 

The weather did not look good but a few 
decided to take a chance. With very dark 
clouds heading our way, we sat and ate 
our picnics, thinking did we need to run 
for cover? No the black clouds passed 
straight over, leaving blue skies above, so 
we began our walk around the garden, 
with Carolyn stopping to shake hands 
with a scarecrow. We walked on past the 
impressive vegetable plot, out through 
the gate towards the river Tame and the 
little boat house which has been made 
into a bird watching hide. Next we found 
giant garden tools, stood against the 
wall, no giant to be seen. Many different 
flowers looking beautiful in the evening 
sun. Down along orchard walk, lined with 
apple trees full of fruit. Then back into 
the walled garden to finish the evening 
relaxing and chattering at the picnic 
tables.

Thank you Lynn and Carolyn for 
organizing and ladies for a very pleasant 
and enjoyable evening. Pauline Peace

Children’s Society Boxes
I will be emptying the Children’s Society 
Boxes, during September. If you are 
able to bring them to Church I would be 
very grateful. Give me a call on 01827 
250676 if you would like your box 
collecting. Thank you for the support you 
are giving to the Children’s Society.

Pauline Children’s Society 
Representative for St. Paul’s Church.

Ladies Group visit to Elford Walled Garden. 
Photos: Pauline Peace
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Monica’s Thanks
A big thank you to Pat and Pauline for a 
great coffee morning, it was so lovely to 
get together again. Chapel Cafe+ was an 
emotional morning too, thank you for all 
the hard work for the food from Carolyn, 
David and Louise. We all thoroughly 
enjoyed it and the chapel was buzzing 
again - looking forward to the next one.  
Thank you to all who purchased jam and 
marmalade from me, also those who 
brought empty jars for me to fill for my 
fundraising for church. 

Well a great afternoon was had with the 
music from ‘Tickety Boo’ which was so 
well organised by Carolyn, had a lovely 
time enjoying the jokes and the great 
company - looking forward to the next 
event. The band said how lovely our little 
church is and the grounds are so well 
looked after, so a big thank you to the 
gardening team. Looking forward to our 
gatherings for September. Take care  
Monica Ward x

Carolyn and Roy appeared in ‘The Tamworth 
Herald’ on 5th August 2021 promoting ticket 
sales for the ‘Tickety Boo’ concert. Photo 
David Biggs

Star prize at the Tickety Boo concert raffle 
was  the Fortnum and Masons hamper. 
Photo: David Biggs

50 Years of Thanks to Pat
After 50 years of cleaning the church, Pat 
Vickery has decided to put her Hoover 
and duster away.

She first started cleaning as a volunteer 
back in the 70’s, when her daughter 
joined the Brownies. When her second 
child was born, Pat would put him in the 
pram and take him up to the church, so 
she could still carry on with the cleaning.

At the Sunday evening service on 22nd 
August, our Curate Mark presented Pat 
with a colourful basket of flowers and 
a thank you card, from the church in 
appreciation of all the voluntary service 
she has given over all those years.

Pat said she had enjoyed being able 
to help keep the church in good order 
and that it had been a pleasure to play 
her part. She will still be continuing as a 
sides-person and with the coffee morning.
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Pat Vickery with Rev Mark receiving a thank 
you basket of flowers for her 50 years of 
church cleaning service.

Carry on Camping  
(in the Garden)
“Carry on camping” was the watchword 
when a group of youngsters set up camp 
in a local garden.

The 24-hour “pop up” campsite in a 
parents’ garden was the brainchild of 
the Youth and Children’s Group from St 
Paul’s Church, Dosthill.

The youngsters enjoyed the chance to 
put up their tents and enjoy some fresh 
air, a welcome get-together after the 
long months of restrictions. Helped by 
parents, the young campers enjoyed a 
full programme of activities including 
games, a disco, glowsticks and toasting 

marshmallows around the BBQ and 
campfire worship. David Peace

Don’t forget your Teddies!
The Teddy Bears’ Picnic is back this 
month on Saturday 25th September 
2-4pm in the church grounds. As usual it 
is a free event with stalls, teddy games, 
stories and of course a picnic! The 
event will also be raising money for the 
Children’s Society through a cake bake, 
so please come along (with your little 
ones and teddies!) for some cake and 
teddy themed fun.

Tents pitched then time for toasting 
marshmallows!  
Photos: Sue Blackmore and Kate Douglas
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St Paul’s Church Dosthill

Saturday 25th Sept 2021
Dosthill Church
2–4pm

teddy bears’
picnic

teddy bears’teddy bears’

&
teddy bears’teddy bears’
picnicpicnic

teddy bears’teddy bears’teddy bears’teddy bears’

cake bake
picnicpicnic&&picnicpicnicpicnicpicnic

Free Admission

Bouncy Castle

Face Painting

Games and Stalls

Arts and Crafts

In support of

Charity Registration No. 221124

All proceeds from 
the cake bake 
will be donated to the 
Children’s Society
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Poetry
Corner

In the words of the song ♫... 
“What a difference a day makes, Twenty four little hours”

When you meet that special someone
Your life begins anew,
The moment you’ve been wishing for
Has suddenly come true.
The days seem so much warmer
The sky’s a brighter blue,
The birds are singing sweetly
Their love songs just for you.

Another chapter in your life
Begins for you this day,
You’ve never felt this way before
Your heart is light and gay.
Life has a special meaning
Now true loves come your way,
All your dreams of yesterday
Came true for you today.

Things you’ve never done before
Like laughing at the rain,
Splashing in the puddles
You’re like a child again.
Finding seashells on the shore
Walking hand in hand,
The flowing waters wash away
Love letters from the sand.

Thinking about tomorrow
In the stillness of the night,
Your thoughts drift into slumber
Tomorrow’s out of sight,
Yesterday is just a dream
Lost in the mists of time,
A shadow passing in the night
A verse without a rhyme.

Life may have its problems
The sun may not shine everyday,
But remember after every storm
There’s a rainbow on the way.
If there’s a song within your heart
And laughter in your eyes,
The golden sun will smile once more
And brighten up the skies.

So awake this bright new morning
And reminisce a while,
Embrace the touch of Spring’s caress
Greet the morning with a smile.
Keep sharing love and laughter
And be certain you will find,
Throughout the years your love will grow
As your hearts remain entwined.

by Bryan Choules
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in-fact as I always bake for my neighbour 
and another. It will keep happily in the 
fridge for up to a week, if it lasts that long. 
Don’t be put off by the courgette as you 
would never know it was in the cake!

Courgette & Orange Cake 
350g courgette (do not peel)
200g soft brown sugar
125ml sunflower oil
3 large eggs beaten
grated zest of an orange
1 tsp vanilla essence
100g sultanas 
300g self raising flour
1 tsp baking powder

For the frosting
200g full fat cream cheese
100g icing sugar
orange zest to suit your taste 

Method
1. Heat the oven to 180c. Lightly oil 

and line a 2lb loaf tin with baking 
parchment.

2. Finely grate the courgette into a 
clean tea towel then squeeze out as 
much liquid as you can.

3. Stir the courgette, sugar, oil, beaten 
eggs, orange zest, vanilla extract and 
sultanas together, then fold in the 
flour and baking powder until they 
incorporated but do not over-mix. 

Apologies to you all for not making the 
August edition of the magazine, I was 
busy with my grandchildren and holidays, 
which both took over from thinking about 
recipes. 

I hope you have all managed to have 
some sort of holiday and ventured back 
into restaurants to enjoy some well 
cooked food, I certainly have but I still 
enjoy cooking new recipes at home. 
I recently went to Packwood House with 
a friend and had a lovely day out, and of 
course we had to go into the National 
Trust cafe for coffee and cake. They 
bake all their cakes in their kitchen and 
I had the pleasure of eating a slice of 
Courgette and Orange cake. I asked for 
the recipe as I thought you may like to 
bake it as I did the following day, three 

Lynn’s  
Recipes

  By Lynn Smith

Credit: Benoît Prieur - CC-BY-SA
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4. Scrape the mixture into the tin and 
bake for 50mins or until a skewer 
inserted into the cake comes out 
clean. Remove from the tin and cool 
on a wire rack

5. Mix the cream cheese with the icing 
sugar but do no over beat as the 
mixture will be too soft. Chill until 
needed. 

6. When the cake is completely cold 
spread over the frosting and scatter 
over the orange zest. Place into an 
airtight plastic box and keep in the 
fridge. 

This really is a delicious cake so I hope 
you have a go and bake it! 

Staying on the courgette theme, I found 
this recipe recently which I have cooked 
many times. It is versatile as it goes well 
with poached eggs for breakfast or fish 
for lunch or even as part of a barbecue. 
They are also delicious with pancetta or 
bacon. 

Courgette & Ricotta Fritters
2 courgettes finely grated
50g ricotta or cream cheese
Zest of half a lemon
2 eggs lightly beaten
20g parmesan
50g self raising flour

Method 
1. Line a bowl with a clean tea towel. 

Add the grated courgette with a 
pinch of salt then set aside for 
30mins. Use the cloth to squeeze 
out any excess liquid. 

2. Tip the courgette into a bowl with 
the ricotta, lemon zest, eggs and 
parmesan. Stir to combine then fold 
in the flour and some seasoning. 

3. Heat the oven to 160c. Heat a tbs of 
oil into a non stick frying pan, when 
hot spoon in six mounds of courgette 
mixture. Slightly flatten then cook on 
both sides for 3-4 mins. 

4. Transfer to a baking sheet and bake 
for 10mins. 

You can adapt the recipe by adding 
chopped fresh herbs, such as chives, 
parsley or basil. They are easy to make 
and even better to eat. 
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Contact
Rev Mark 
Waterstreet, 
Curate in 
Charge 
01675 481252 
07976 800481
m.waterstreet@
btopenworld.com

Lay Readers
Carolyn Baker
01827 703541

Joan Peacock
01827 282850

Church Wardens
Roy Baker
01827 703541

Pauline Peace
(contact for hiring 
Norman Chapel) 
01827 250676

Editor
Simon Gordon
07779 364303 
simonjgordon 
@ntlworld.com

Quick Sudoku: Solution in next issue

August’s solution:

Article 
submission 
deadline:
3rd Friday of the 
month please

Church and Worship Online
Check on St Paul’s Facebook Page 
and Youtube, if you can, for our 
weekly Sunday Evening Prayer 
Service.

 
tinyurl.com/stpaulsdosthill     

facebook.com/ 
stpaulsdosthill

There are also weekly services on 
the Church of England website:

www.churchofengland.org/more/
media-centre/church-online

a
M

August
Weddings
4 Emily Middleton  
 and Jonathan Taylor  

Funerals
3 John Hall 

16 Ron Newman

23 Renee Blencoe 
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