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 Welcome to St. Thomas’  

____________________________________________________________________ 

Forthcoming Services in Church and Online 

Sunday 12th September: 4.00pm David’s Licensing Service 
 
Sunday 19th September: 10.30am Morning Worship*   
 
Sunday 26th September: 10.30am Holy Communion 
 
Please note that the date of the Holy Communion Service  
has changed to 26th September 
 

 

 

St Thomas’ Website - www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/) 

St. Thomas’ Facebook -  www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/  

Phone 01922 453942 / Email office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk 

 

  

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/
http://www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/
http://www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/
http://www.facebook.com/stthomasaldridge/
file:///C:/Users/Mike/Documents/Admin/Notice%20Sheets/2020/office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
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Rev’s Ramblings 9th September 2021 
 

 

Last Saturday I went to Lichfield Cathedral to see Liz Grace licensed 

as a Lay Reader.  The cathedral was filled with people yet it didn’t lose 

any of its peaceful feel – every time I go in there I’m struck by its 

holiness. 

 

We’ve visited many cathedrals and churches on our travels and, 

beautiful as they are, not all of them give me a sense of God’s 

presence.  One year I remember visiting the cathedral and Palace des 

Papes at Avignon in France – a very large and beautiful building with 

aeons of history surrounding it, and yet God wasn’t there for me. 

 

A few days later we were in a tiny chapel with nothing on the walls but some faded medieval frescoes and a 

floor made of pebbles from the nearby river.  Here there was an amazing sense of God’s presence and 

peace; I lit a candle and sat there for ages just contemplating the flame and enjoying time with God. 

 

Not that all “fancy” cathedrals leave me cold though.  We’ve also been in the amazing Sagrada Familia in 

Barcelona – and you’d have to go a long way to beat this for being over the top!!  It designed by Antoni 

Gaudi in 1883 and redesigned.  Gaudi wanted to build a cathedral to be a lasting memorial to the life of 

Christ – a building that would be as big and as beautiful as possible! I’m not sure 

that Gaudi was thinking that it would take over 135 years to build, and it’s still 

not finished!! 

 

However, all the stories and beauty he had in mind are 

there amidst the amazing, modern, carved stonework 

and the breath-taking light that comes through the 

stained glass.  Strangely, the most poignant carving for 

me was the Kiss of Betrayal – there was just something 

about it that made me want to cry and say “How could 

you!?” 

 

 

Despite having to queue to get in, and the hustle and 

bustle of sightseers inside, I found tremendous peace there and really didn’t want 

to leave to go back to the outside world. 

 

So, where does all this beauty leave our square box that is St 

T’s?  We have no amazing stone carvings, and few interior 

adornments - but I always find God there.  And that is 

because I’m always reminded that the building isn’t God’s 

church – we are!!  His children, His people, and the love that 

flows from and through the Holy Spirit when we are gathered 

together – that is God’s church!!  And may the building of 

this church never cease!! 
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MISSION FOCUS:  Tearfund Update From Janet Berrill 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have a God who wants us to bring everything to him in prayer (Philippians 4:6-7). However, 
sometimes it can be difficult to know where to begin – or how to keep going when the situation feels 
unchanging or too big. Also, how can we talk to God about refugees or hunger when sometimes we don’t 
even know the scale of the crisis ourselves, due to it being under-reported? 
 
‘For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, do not fear; I will help 
you.’ (Isaiah 41:13) 
 
We do not have to carry the crises of the world alone; God knows, understands and cares deeply. We can 
be assured that God is working to restore all things and when we align ourselves with his plan, incredible 
things can happen.  With that in mind let’s keep the work of Tearfund in our prayers and actions. 
 
Ahead of the UK hosting the UN climate talks, COP26, in Glasgow in November, a UN report released this 
week has given the starkest warning yet about the urgency of the climate crisis. We must continue to call 
on our leaders to act. You can do this today by emailing your MP to let them know you want to see 
urgent climate action.  
 
In addition, by making more sustainable choices in our own lives, each one of us also has the opportunity 
to demonstrate our love for our global neighbours and for God’s creation.  
 

OTHER NEWS FOR PRAYER: 
 

Attacks by armed groups in northern Nigeria are causing entire communities to go on the run. With 
families forced to live in temporary camps in poor conditions, outbreaks of disease are common. In recent 
weeks, however, the worst outbreak for many years of cholera – a disease caused by dirty drinking water 
– has killed hundreds of people. Many of the victims are children.  
 
The DRC is facing multiple crises. The country has been ravaged by decades of conflict, while the threat of 
diseases such as Ebola and Covid-19 hang over the population. And on top of that, disasters like floods 
and the recent volcanic eruption have created a wave of devastation across the east of the country.  The 
result is that more than 5 million people have been forced from their homes – including 3 million children. 
Communities, homes and livelihoods have been abandoned, with families in temporary camps lacking 
access to many of the basics needed to survive. 
 
Our actions and choices make a difference – and influence those around us to take action too. And as 
always, please do reach out to us at campaigns@tearfund.org if you’d like any help with taking the next 
step in your journey of climate action. Thanks for continuing in prayer and action to see an end to the 
climate crisis and poverty around the world.  With your help, support and the love of God this can be 
solved. 
 
Thank you  
Janet 
TEARFUND CHURCH REP  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://ascotlife.church/card/we-support/tearfund-logo&psig=AOvVaw0mU_sb92YqIM2MZPuEukIk&ust=1629043165007000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAcQjRxqFwoTCPicqO7wsPICFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://tearfund.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cd19eb0b2a74af14054950f15&id=9effb0543e&e=967027af45
mailto:campaigns@tearfund.org
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Resources For Online Worship and Prayer  
 

Virtual Sunday School:  Every week, Virtual Sunday School release a fun Sunday School session to watch 
involving a story, activity or game and prayer.  These are full of energy and lots of fun. These can be 
watched here: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMu2bG8L2dp7ywUZVa9uXDA  
 
Bible Buds:  On Facebook every fortnight https://www.facebook.com/biblebuds/  
 
Worship for Everyone 
For a whole host of fun, faith filled family worship and story sessions available online, do check out the 
Drake Family either on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/worshipforeveryone  
or on you tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2dYemDuCz36mIKAt0DwhcA  
 
Lichfield Diocese Daily Prayer:  A daily prayer video posted on the diocesan Facebook page every 
weekday at 1pm for people across the diocese to join in prayer together.  
 
Lectio 365 – this is a free downloadable audio app, providing a daily devotional resource that helps you 
pray the Bible every day. 
  

BBC Radio 4 Daily Services at 9.45am each morning.   

Services are available every day with spiritual reflection, bible reading, prayer and Christian music.  Simply 
tune in at 9.45am. 
Friday:    Water – In the Wilderness 
Monday:  Relationships – Love and Hate 
Tuesday:  Relationships - Family 
Wednesday:  Relationships - Loneliness 
Thursday: Relationships – Friendship 
Friday:  Relationships - Community 
 
BBC Radio 4 Sunday Worship, Sunday 12th September, 8.10am  
Finding a Voice – The National Youth Choir of Wales 
Beverley Humphreys preaches in a service of reflecting on the theme of ‘finding a voice’ with 
contributions from members of the National Youth Choir of Wales. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMu2bG8L2dp7ywUZVa9uXDA
https://www.facebook.com/biblebuds/
https://www.facebook.com/worshipforeveryone
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2dYemDuCz36mIKAt0DwhcA
https://anglican.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=acaad43ba0b06e97275112db2&id=6a9a35873d&e=519906175d
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PRAYING TOGETHER 
 
I would just like to mention the various ways of getting prayer for ourselves, our friends or our families 
whist we are not meeting up and just a reminder that nothing is too small or too big to ask for the Lord’s 
help with: 
 
Prayer Circle 
The prayer circle is a group of about a dozen people who are willing to pray for anyone or any situation 
that needs prayer.  A weekly list of prayer needs is produced which is circulated to Prayer Circle Members 
and remains confidential to that group and is not shared anywhere else.  Prayer requests should be 
passed on to Liz Spiers at Lizspiers55@blueyonder.co.uk.  If your request is for someone else please 
ensure you have their permission before sharing.   
 
Special prayer list 
This was originally set up to pray for those known to us who were suffering the effects of, or affected by, 
Covid19 but has now expanded to include those who have other needs and wish to be prayed for by all 
members of the church rather than within the confines of the Prayer Circle. This information should still 
respectfully be kept within the congregation.  Any requests for this list should either be passed on to Liz 
Spiers or Genette Andrews in church office.  If your request is for someone else please ensure you have 
their permission before sharing.   
We need to keep on praying, however we do it.  The Lord needs to hear our prayers for our world and 
ourselves.  Be encouraged that the Lord does hear all our prayers. ‘The prayers of a righteous person has 
great power’ James 6.16    Liz Spires, Prayer Coordinator 
 

Zoom Prayer Meeting:  There is an intercessory prayer meeting via Zoom on the Sundays when there isn't 
evening worship, at 6.30pm (note change of time) lasting about 45mins. We pray as led, for the world, our 
nation, our community and church and also individuals known to us, because it makes a difference and 
also at this time, to prepare the ground for David's ministry and for what God wants to do in and through 
St Thomas'. If you would like to be on the circulation list to receive a Zoom link, even if you can't make it 
each time just so you have it when you can please ask Julie Fuggle: fugglej@blueyonder.co.uk 

A CALL TO PRAYER:  Can we ask you to commit to praying at 6pm each day focusing on the NHS and those 
working there.  We will then know that we will be praying powerfully together every day.   Please also 
continue to pray for this situation during your usual prayer time.   
This is the least we can do for one of our sisters in Christ, and for all those who daily put their own lives at 
risk in fighting Covid. There is strength in praying together.  (Jesus said...) Again, truly I tell you that if two 
of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For 
where two or three gather in my Name, there I am with them. Matthew 18:19-20.  Thank you.   
The Wardens, Sue and Jeremy * https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/62951/view/ 
 
SPACE TO PRAY:  We are excited to say that after a long absence Space to Pray is starting again on 
Wednesday evenings in church extension.  An opportunity for all to come together to pray in a socially 
distanced space.  We do hope those of you who feel able to will join us as we look back over the last 
months and lift the things on our hearts to the Lord.  All welcome.  Please wear masks until we are seated. 
Liz Spiers- Prayer Core Group Coordinator. 
 
Please pray for the David and Kimberley Sims and their family (our new minister) as they prepare to leave 
their home and say farewell to friends and church family in Wellington to come and join with us here in 
Aldridge.  Please pray for a smooth transition and that they will settle in well and feel at home when they 
get here, and that the children would soon make new friends and be happy.  Please also pray for us as 
church family that we might be loving and welcoming to them and excited to be part of the next phase of 
the Lord’s plans for St Thomas Church.   Liz Spires 

mailto:Lizspiers55@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:fugglej@blueyonder.co.uk
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/62951/view/
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 NOTICES  
 
 
Live Services: We encourage use of masks during services and ask that you reserve seats in advance by 
Wednesday of each week by emailing office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk or leave a message on the answer 
phone on 01922 453942.   
 
Sunday 12th September: 4.00pm David’s Licensing Service 
Sunday 19th August: 10.30am Morning Worship* 
Sunday 26th September: 10.30am Holy Communion 
 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE SERVICE ON THE 19TH AUGUST HAS CHANGED FROM LAST WEEK’s LISTING. 
HOLY COMMUNION WILL NOW TAKE PLACE ON THE 26TH SEPTEMBER. 
 
 
David’s Licensing Service: Will take place on Sunday 12th September at 4pm, followed by light 
refreshments.  Please pray for David and Kimberly and their three children. 
We encourage everyone to wear masks throughout the service. 
 
 
Liz Grace:  Please join us in welcoming Liz Grace to our Team of Lay Readers.  Congratulations Liz. 
 
 

Zoom Prayer Meeting:  There have been some changes to the Zoom Prayer Meeting, please see the note 

from Julie Fuggle on page 5. 

 

 

Space to Pray:  We welcome the return on Space to Pray!  All are welcome to join.  Please see page 5 for 
details.   
 

 

Watts back in the UK:  Thank you for praying for Ted, Rachel, Ethan and Jamie whilst they are on home 

assignment from Madagascar. The summer has gone well and has been kind to them, as they finally 

managed a family camping trip to the Lake District during the last week of August. Please pray for Ethan 

and Jamie as they settle into their school for the next few months. Give thanks that Ted and Rachel have 

had their second Covid vaccines this week. The update they have had from colleagues back in Mandritsara 

tells them that there is still a country wide state of health emergency and the borders remain closed to all 

but a few people who are returning. Please pray about this as it is having big implications for returning 

personnel to the Good News Hospital. At present the hospital is very busy, having cases of severe Malaria 

to treat with too few doctors. Colin and Sue Goodall. 

 
 

Thomas Project Quizz & Chips:  
A fun quiz to raise vital funds for the THOMAS Project  

On Saturday 2nd October at Aldridge Social Club, High Street, Aldridge. 

7pm for a 7.30pm prompt start.    

Tickets are sold in teams of 4 to 6 at £10 per person (includes fish and chip supper). 

CONTINUED … 

mailto:office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
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… CONTINUED  

 

Thomas Project Vacancy:  Trustee Vacancies  

Registered as a charity in 2010 The Thomas Project (formally known as Family Guidance and Community 

Welfare), has been serving the community of Aldridge and surrounding areas for over 30 years. We were 

founded with the clear purpose of relieving hardship, need and distress, and the advancement of the 

Christian religion in our local community and beyond. We are currently working on creating an ambitious 

strategic plan for the next few years, which will support us to help to those in need, provide a safe and 

welcoming space for people, share our faith with those seeking spiritual guidance, and strengthen and 

grow the charity. We deliver a number of activities that help those in need, including our twice weekly 

foodbank a walking group, arts and crafts group, IT access and training, employment support and 

additional support to people in financial hardship. 

 We are seeking people with a variety of skills and experience to enrich the board, including (but not 

exclusively) charity finance and governance, human resources, marketing and fundraising. We would like 

our board to reflect the diversity of the communities we live in and support, and we seek people who can 

offer fresh-thinking and bring their talent to The Thomas Project. You do not need to have been a Trustee 

before.  

This is a voluntary role requiring approximately up to 5 hours a month commitment. Meetings are 

currently held via Zoom. All Trustees will be subject to a DBS check.  

To find out more about please visit our website www.thethomasproject.co.uk. For an application form 

and further details please email chair@thethomasproject.co.uk or call Nikki-Dee Haddleton (Chair of 

Trustees) on 07584 038878 

 

CHILDREN & FAMILIES NOTICES  
 

Together At Home:  Please look on our website for the section titled “Children – Together At Home”.   

Church Website - https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/56973/view/   

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/StThomasAldridge/ 

Hannah Evans, Children and Families Worker 
 

3rd October – This will be our first All Age Service, with a theme of Being Family.  We hope you can join us. 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4121/page/56973/view/
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasAldridge/
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CONTACTS 

 Clergy - 
Rev Jeremy Bakewell 07790 986575  
Rev Sue Quibell 07889 885545 if you want would like to talk please feel free to phone on the numbers 
above. 

 Church Office - 
Office hours are usually Monday to Thursday from 9 am till 12 pm.  Genette Andrews is currently 
working from home and will be happy to help with your queries.  Messages on the office answer 
phone are listened to twice weekly (01922 453942) /  Emails are read Monday’s-Thursdays 
office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk  Please be mindful that messages may not be seen or heard on 
Fridays, Saturdays or Sundays.  (for urgent or emergency contact, Genette’s personal mobile number 
is 07702 822546). 

 Children and Families Worker: Hannah Evans - 
Hannah is currently working from home and can be contacted on the following numbers: 
Telephone 01922 693298 or mobile 07921 387241  /  Email: hannahevans@stthomasaldridge.org.uk  
(Please be mindful that messages may not be seen or heard on Mondays and Saturdays) 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Vera Russell - 
Telephone 01922 616383 or 07806 519301  /  Email: vjrus@gmail.com 

 Prayer Coordinator: Liz Spiers - 
Telephone 01922 453944 / email lizspiers55@blueyonder.co.uk  if you wish to discuss any prayer 
needs, including ongoing prayer ministry and details of the Prayer Circle. 

 Wardens - 
Clive Thomas: 07811 341212 or email clivethomas62@yahoo.co.uk  
Sue Grundy: 07772 925069 or email susan.grundy@yahoo.com 
Andrew Dickson: 07989 143388 or andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com 
Vera Russell: 07806 519301 or email vjrus@gmail.com 

 Safeguarding - 
Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. If you have concerns about how somebody might be treating 
you or another person, please do not hesitate to contact Sue Grundy (for children) on 07772 925069 
or Sue Quibell (for adults) on 07889 885545 (see poster in church foyer for other numbers and 
information). A copy of our safeguarding policy is available from the church foyer and church office.  
Fabrics and Health and Safety – Andrew Dickson may be contacted via 07989 143388 or 
andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com directly, if you notice or need help with any such issues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooper and Jordan School Applications: Parents should be aware that we follow the school’s 

admission policy on attendance and in accordance with Diocesan guidelines ‘regular attendance’ at 

worship constitutes a minimum of at least two services per month. The guidelines further suggest 

that regular attendance should have been for at least two years before application. Please see the 

Welcome Desk to ensure your attendance is recorded. New information: Supporting letters are now 

being done in batches when we receive the list of applications from C&J. The letters are then sent 

directly back to C&J but feel free to check with our office that your child’s name features in the list. 

Thanks, Genette.  

 

 

 

 

Gift Aid: The Government adds 25% to each ‘Gift Aided’ donation at no cost to you.  If you don’t have 

a regular Gift Aid arrangement, but would nevertheless like to Gift Aid a donation today, please use 

one of the brown Gift Aid envelopes available from the leaflet rack, or do ask a Steward to find one for 

you.  Please see our Treasurer, Ron Heaton for more information if needed. 

mailto:office@stthomasaldridge.org.uk
mailto:vjruss@gmail.com
mailto:lizspiers55@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:clivethomas62@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:susan.grundy@yahoo.com
mailto:andrewjdickson999@hotmail.com

