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St Peter’s Church Contact Details

Parish Contacts:
Priest in Charge
Rev. Tracey Caswell
07742 999633
01621 335471
Email: blackwaterbenefice@gmail.com

Associate Priest
Rev. Sue Godsmark 01621 891513
Email : suegodsmark@aol.com
Churchwarden
Karen Tarpey:

01621 892122

Services
See pages 6 and 7 for details of planned services and online worship
Weddings and Baptisms
To book a wedding or baptism please contact Lizzie Armour, Benefice
Administrator, 07908 776750 email office.blackwaterbenefice@gmail.com
(Lizzie is available on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. Messages left at
other times during the week will be responded to at regular intervals.)
Magazine:
Enquiries:
Adverts:
Email:

Helen Mutton:
01621 891067
Pauline Stebbing:
01621 892059
parishmagazinetotham@yahoo.co.uk

St Peter’s Church Website:
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6657
3

Church News
Blackwater Benefice
Ministry Message
October to me is the beginning of our Farmers’ Year. The harvest has
mostly been gathered in and it’s a time to celebrate and say ‘thank you‘
in the special church celebration of Harvest Festival, which in some
places has lost its meaning.
Many of our farmers are now preparing the soil for the next crops,
possibly some seeds have already been planted. Our farmers depend so
much on the weather for their work. Where would we be without our
farmers and those who work on our farms? Very often we take both their
work and those who work on our farms for granted.
Most of the time the work that farmers do goes unnoticed, but it is
important to spend time thinking about those who grow our food, pack,
and distribute it and the difficulties they face in doing so; at times they
can feel lonely and isolated. We know that getting people to talk about
their feelings of loneliness and isolation and the effect on their mental
health can be difficult.
There are several charities that provide help for people living in rural
communities and it is worth spending a little time looking at them and
maybe perhaps trying to support them in their work.
You can’t harvest if you don’t plant seeds.

Nothing grows without a seed. So, for something to grow, you must
plant a seed. Then you need a little time for the seed to sprout and
begin growing. Often, we don’t take the time to consciously think about
which seeds we are planting in our lives. We jump in feet first without
stepping back to consider the big picture. Most people skip over the
planning process rather than taking the time to make conscious
decisions that will lead them where they want to go.
What seeds are you planting?
As we begin to adjust to the possibility that the worst of the pandemic
may be behind us, we have never been more convinced of the strategic
importance and missional potential of rural churches across the UK.
What keeps coming back to me is the idea that the pandemic has been
apocalyptic.

/continued on next page
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It has revealed how things really are. Our vulnerability as human beings,
our frailty, and innate weaknesses. It has revealed the gross inequalities
that exist around race, gender, and economic parity.
It has revealed who is most key to keep society going: not bankers or
managers but farmers, hospital workers, those stocking supermarket
shelves, those who empty our bins.
It’s made us as the church ask some important questions about who we
have been serving and who we should be serving. It is potentially the
most important re-set since the Second World War.
We are called to share such knowledge with others and our churches
have found all kinds of ways to do that in the last year. Practical help,
staying in touch, prayer with and for our communities have helped others
to see that they are not alone.
The next challenge we face is to work out how we continue to be a
church. What are we called to take with us from the past and what should
we leave behind? What lessons have we learned?
We may be heading in a new direction, but God is still there, helping us
to consider the new things, readying us to serve him in new ways. I pray
that as rural churches we may be able to consider the new things that
God is doing and join in, learning from our past but not be tied to it,
remembering that best of all, God is with us.
Andrew Vince

Benefice Activities
St Mary’s Man Cave
Enjoy a chat and a cuppa. 9 – 11 am, 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month
The Parish Rooms, Tollesbury
Benefice Choir
Singing at Benefice Services on 5th Sundays and occasional events.
Contact Toni Philpott on 01621 892686, email: lephilpott@btinternet.com
Home Groups
To give us the opportunity to get to know each other, and to pray for one
another and the future of our Benefice.
For details contact Rev’d Tracey: blackwaterbenefice@gmail.com
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Services at St Peter’s Church
(check the website for any last minute changes)
St Peter’s Church is currently open for private prayer
10am-4pm Monday to Saturday
11am-4pm on Sundays

Sunday, 3rd October
Eighteenth Sunday after
Trinity

8am Holy Communion
10am Morning Service of the Word
6pm Evensong (by Zoom)

Sunday, 10th October
Nineteenth Sunday after
Trinity

8am Morning Prayer
10am Family Communion
6pm Evensong (by Zoom)

Sunday, 17th October
Twentieth Sunday after
Trinity

8am Morning Prayer
10am Family Communion
6pm Evensong (by Zoom)

Sunday, 24th October
The Last Sunday after
Trinity

8am Morning Prayer
10am Morning Service of the Word
6pm Evensong (by Zoom)

Sunday, 31st October
8am Morning Prayer
Fourth Sunday before
10am Morning Service of the Word
Advent
All Saints and All Souls Day 6pm Evensong (by Zoom)

The Parish of St. Peter’s Great Totham
Charity Number: XN 12862

200+ Club Draw Winners
August
1st Prize: Madge Dewing
2nd Prize: Cyril Bridle
3rd Prize: June Eaton
If you would like to join the scheme, whose proceeds benefit the church,
please contact Roger Allen, 200+ Club Administrator, on 892334.
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Online Worship
Rev. Tracey and others within the
Blackwater
Benefice
are
regularly
broadcasting ‘Morning Prayer’ at 10am
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays on our
Facebook page. Follow the link from our website
under the heading ‘Morning Prayer for Today’:
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6657/
https://www.facebook.com/StPetersChurchGreatTotham/
Visit the website or Facebook page for up to date information
on services, or contact Rev Sue (891513), Karin Mann
(891215) or Karen Tarpey (892122). For details of Evensong
by Zoom contact Rev Sue. There are also Book of Common
Prayer Communion Services at St. Nicholas, Tolleshunt
D’Arcy 10am on Wednesdays, and All Saints Little Totham
5pm on Saturdays. No need to book.
North Blackwater Parishes have produced pages specifically for young
children, found by downloading their page on our website.
Chelmsford Cathedral offers regular online worship (including Morning
Prayer and Evensong) online via YouTube and Facebook and the
Church of England is also still offering online services on
Sundays. These can be accessed here:
https://www.chelmsford-cathedral.org.uk/worship/regular-worship
https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/church-online/weeklyonline-services
The Church of England is providing a ‘Daily Hope’ line which offers
music, prayers and reflections, as well as full worship services, at the end
of a telephone line. This may be found at:
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
If you are considering baptism for yourself or your children, confirmation,
weddings, funeral arrangements, Holy Communion at home, or you
would just like a visit, please get in touch with Lizzie Armour, Benefice
Administrator (see page 3 for contact details).
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Robert Lewis—Interment of Ashes
Robert was an intelligent,
warm, and generous man who
had time for everyone and was
greatly involved in St Peter’s
Church as Churchwarden,
Treasurer and finally as our
Choirmaster. He had a great
sense of humour, which he
certainly needed at some choir
practices, especially as some
of us couldn’t read music. He
was very patient with us as he
knew we loved to sing. We
held him in high esteem, and
he is greatly missed. One of
life’s real gentlemen.
Robert’s ashes were interred at St Peter’s on Friday, 10th September. Although
a rainstorm passed over as the service began and we were all huddled under
umbrellas, Rev’d Sue Godsmark led a very moving service of remembrance.
We then went into the church and Sue dedicated and unveiled a plaque in
memory of Robert which has been placed behind the choir stall where he sat for
over 50 years. Robert’s sister, Pam, had travelled from Wales with other

/continued on next page
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members of Robert’s family, including his nephew,
Jonathan. Pam said a few words of thanks on behalf of the family for the friendship Robert received
from St Peter’s. They were very appreciative.
Tea, coffee and biscuits were then served in the
extension. This gave us all a chance to meet and
chat with his family.
Rest in peace, dear friend.

Sue and Glyn

Church Registers
Baptisms
31st July
28th August
5th September

Elsie Turner of Great Totham
Joshua Gurton of Great Totham
Niamh Venus Knight and Heidi Willis of Witham

Weddings
17th July
14th August
28th August
11th September

Neil Turner and Emma Wyman of London
Dayne Banks and Rachel Macken of Witham
Lee Korman and Caroline Bass of Brighton
James Cox and Louise Shynn of Colchester

In your prayers at home this month, please include:
Our ‘Friendship Church’ - Bragernes Kirke, Drammen, Norway.
Adam, Keith, Mick, John, Mike, Pat, Sylvia, Dennis, Nina and David.
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St. Peters Bible Study Group
In 2020 our Track and Trace numbers showed an attendance at this
group of between three and 10, which under the circumstances was very
encouraging. This year, we had a welcome increase for our Lent Study,
although this had to be curtailed after just one week!
We had been looking at the wonderful Gospel of St John as we were
able to meet between lockdowns in a limited way. One of the reasons
John’s Gospel is so special is because it is a “reflective” view of the life of
Christ, being written long after the events it records.
The gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke are referred to as the synoptic
Gospels, because they include many of the same stories, often in a
similar sequence and in similar or sometimes identical wording. They
stand in contrast to John, whose content is largely distinct.
We have been able to return to our meetings since the beginning of
September, picking up John again. It has been an enormous
encouragement for us to share together again. As we often say, we don’t
have all the answers but we know a Man who does!
With sadness, we remember the passing of Jane LaRoche in January.
Jane enjoyed our study sessions and supported them whenever she was
able.
We enjoy learning together what God is saying to our modern world
through the Bible, starting with welcome coffee and biscuits.
We meet in The Honywood, Hall Road, on Wednesday mornings from
10.30am. The setting is informal and you are assured of a warm
welcome. Bring a Bible.
Contact me for more information by telephone: 01621-893153, or
email: pwsmith@mypostoffice.co.uk
Paul Smith
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Organ Marathon
The British Red Cross has made two appeals for aid for the earthquake
victims in Haiti and the humanitarian needs in Afghanistan.
During my life I have lived through a number of earthquakes as well as
an attempted coup d'etat. I wished to help the Red Cross and the only
way I could think of was to play the organ for six hours non-stop in order
to raise funds for these appeals.
As well as playing at St Peter’s Church, Great Totham, I am the organist
at Tolleshunt D'Arcy and was granted permission to carry out my
'marathon' by our Vicar and the Churchwardens.
On 4th September, I started playing
at 10am and continued until 4pm, not
leaving the organ bench during that
time, sustained by drinks and fruit
cake kindly supplied by Linda
Towers.
I played classical organ music
ranging from Buxtehude and Bach,
Mendelssohn, Brahms and Vierne to
Marcel Dupre and Healey Willan. For
the last half hour I was joined by two
of my neighbours, also later by a
lady from Woodham Mortimer, who
sang a number of hymns, including
‘O Lord my God’ and ‘For All the
Saints’. I ended with a short Bach
Fugue, by which time cramp was
setting in.

Thanks to the generosity of many in
the Benefice and others, we have so
far raised in excess of £800, with
more promised. With Gift Aid, the
Red Cross will receive over £1,000.
There is still time to contribute; if you
would like to do so, please contact me on dgrove421@gmail.com for
payment details.
David Grove
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Misted Windows
Broken Locks
We Can Supply And Fit:

Replacement
Sealed Units
Free Quotations
Hinges, Locks and
Handles

M & Company
Established 2002

Published by the PCC of St
Peter's Church, Great Totham
The views expressed in this
magazine are not necessarily those
of the Parochial Church Council of
Great Totham nor can the Church
guarantee
the
credentials
or
performance of any of the advertisers
within this publication.
Please
mention the Parish Magazine when
contacting our advertisers.

Windows, doors and
conservatories
supplied and fitted
Fascias, soffits and cladding
All work guaranteed
Free estimates

Prices per edition:
Full page: £56
Half page: £28
Quarter page: £14
Small ads: £3.50
Advert Enquiries:

Telephone Mark on
01621 892435
Mobile: 07799 882094

Pauline Stebbing
 892059
12

Church News

Bible Readings: October
3rd October
18th Sunday after Trinity

Ps 8
Heb. 1. 1-4, 2. 5-12
(Gospel) Mark 10. 2-16

10th October
19th Sunday after Trinity

Amos 5. 6-7, 10-15
Heb. 12-end
(Gospel) Mark 10. 17-31

17th October
20th Sunday after Trinity

Isa. 53. 4-end
Heb. 5. 1-10
(Gospel) Mark 10. 35-45

24th October
Ps 126
The last Sunday after Trinity
2 Tim. 3.14-4. 5
(Gospel) John 5. 36-end
31st October
Ps 33. 1-5
The 4th Sunday before Advent
Heb. 9. 11-14
All Saints and All Souls Day
Mark 12. 18-24
(Gospel)
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Hughes And Son
Landscapes

ACCOUNTANT & TAX
CONSULTANT

Driveway And Patio Paving
Specialists
Hard and soft Landscaping

Small Businesses
& Family Company Accounts

Block paving and Natural
Stone
Slabs and fencing
Repairs, cleaning and sealing

Self Assessment Tax Returns
Exceptional Service

Qualified writtle college FD /
HND
Well established locally (est
1999)

Pleased to Visit
Call : JONATHAN R CLARK , FCCA

Free no obligation estimates
Public Liability Approved waste Carrier

CHARTERED CERTIFIED
ACCOUNTANT

01621 892789/
07762 078338
Based in Great Totham

Tel : 01621- 892324

Great Totham Garage
2 Hall Road , Great Totham,
Maldon, Essex , CM9 8NN

A family run business for over 40
years, providing all aspects of
vehicle repair and maintenance.

Gas, Oil and LPG Services

Providing free local collection &
delivery. Courtesy car on request.

SERVICING

MOT

Heating
Boiler breakdowns/services/
installations/system updates and
maintenance/
landlord safety certificates
Plumbing services
Emergencies/general plumbing and
bathroom installations

DIAGNOSTICS

PROUD MEMBER OF “GOOD
GARAGE SCHEME.CO.UK” WITH
AN OVER 99%
RECOMMENDATION.

Gas safe /OFTEC/LPG registered
Telephone Danny Kennedy on:
07879 643583 or 01621 890039

MOT TESTS £45
TELEPHONE: 01621 891264

Instagram:
@bpakennedy
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Deborah Cannom

Essex Village
Chimney
Sweeps

Bespoke Painting & Decorating
Est 1995

Based in Wickham Bishops, I am
trained and accredited by
The Guild of Master Chimney
Sweeps

Locally based, professionally qualified
painter and decorator with over 20
years’ experience specialising in both
interior and exterior painting

I provide fully insured services,
chimney sweeping (all flue types),
CCTV inspections,
chimney cowl fitting and repairs to
solid fuel stoves and burners

Bespoke service which offers as little
disruption to your home environment
as possible

Friendly and professional local
service keeping you safe and warm
Contact Richard Phillibrown
07843816483

Tel: 01621 850927
Mob: 07790 337895

richard@villagesweeps.co.uk

deborahcannom@y7mail.com

Facebook: @villagesweeps

www.villagesweeps.co.uk
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1 THE OLD IRONWORKS, FULLBRIDGE, MALDON, ESSEX. CM9 4LE
TEL: 01621 841300
E.MAIL: SALES@WICKHAM-FLOORING.CO.UK

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING YOUR BEST QUALITY CARPETS,
VINYLS,
LAMINATES AND LVT FLOORINGS USING OUR FREE ESTIMATING SERVICE,
AND EXPERIENCED FITTERS.
LARGE SHOWROOM WITH MOST MANUFACTURERS ON OFFER.
AMPLE FREE PARKING.
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News from the Belfry
Following a consultation within the band it was decided to welcome back our
regular visitors to our practice nights commencing on Friday, 3rd September.
Every ringing chamber is different. St. Peter’s Church is slightly unusual in
having a ground floor ring at the back of the church in full view of the
congregation. St. Mary’s Church, Kelvedon, also has a ground floor ring at the
back of the church, however, the ringers are screened behind a curtain! At All
Saints, Inworth, the ringing chamber is just beneath the bells and is accessed via
a stone staircase located in a small room at the back of the church. The
arrangement of the bells at St. Nicholas, Witham, is similar to that at Inworth,
however, access to the ringing chamber is not through the church but by its own
door and flight of stone steps

Of course, not all church bells are located in a church. The most iconic example
being the Campanile of Pisa Cathedral. The bell tower was added in 1372 and
the largest of its seven bells was installed in 1655. I am aware of three churches
in England, but I am sure there are more, where the bell tower is separate from
the church. These are at Chichester Cathedral, All Saints church, Marple and
Saint Martin’s Church, Basildon.
Chichester is the last remaining city in the United Kingdom to have a cathedral
with a detached medieval bell tower. The octagonal bell chamber houses eight
bells dating from the 16th and 18th century and an hour bell named Great Walter
was added in 1887.
Whilst St. Martin’s, Basildon, is not affiliated to the Essex Association of Change
Ringers, one can still ring the bells. I rang the bells at Basildon on a tower outing
many years ago, but found it a challenge as the bells were too loud and it was
extremely difficult to hear the conductor. This may be due to its glass and steel
construction with nothing to deaden the sound from the bells above.
The bells at St Martin’s, Basildon, are a classic example of recycling! The tower
houses a peal of eight bells, six of which were presented to St Martin’s as a
consecration gift by the Bishop of Chelmsford. The 3rd to the tenor bell came
from the redundant church of St Nicholas, Colchester. These were cast at the
Whitechapel Bell Foundry over 500 years ago. The tenor bell was cast in 1441
by Joanna Hille and is the first bell in the world to be cast by a woman. The
treble and second bell were cast at Whitechapel in 1997.
Whitechapel bells can be found all over the world but that is an article for
another day!
Andrew and Catherine Hood
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Heidi’s Here
Providing personal care,
practical support and
companionship.

Yoga classes aimed at
beginner / intermediate level
Build strength, improve flexibility.
Learn how to use your breath to
calm your mind.

A personalised service tailored
to individual requirements.

6pm Wednesdays
10am Thursdays

Telephone: Heidi Barclay
07854 156745
for more information

Bookings now being taken for
October classes
Contact:

Fully insured, DBS checked &
references available

yogarestores@gmail.com
Karen on 07903 850389
www.restore-yoga.co.uk

Email: heidi.stubbings@sky.com

SOUTHWOOD TIMBER
SUPPLIERS OF TIMBER & FENCING TO TRADE & GENERAL PUBLIC
Treated Sawn Timber, Posts & Sleepers
Machined Rounds & Half Rounds
Post & Rail, Field Gates.
Regularised Treated Timber
Fence Panels, Concrete Posts & Gravel Boards
Trellis
Purpose Made Timber Products including Sheds, Stables,
Field Shelters, Pergolas, Gazeboes, Rose Arches
and almost anything so long as its made from Timber.
Flat Pack Log Cabins & Children’s Play Houses.
Logs, Coal & Kindling
Electric & Stock Fencing
Call in and see Sam or Jack
Open Monday to Friday 8am to 5pm
Saturday 8am to 1pm
Broad Street Green Road, Gt. Totham, 01621 891999
www.southwoodtimber.co.uk
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Children’s Colouring Page
A World Clock

sourced by June Eaton

British Summer Time

British Summer Time comes to an end on Sunday,
31st October, so remember to put your clocks back
by one hour on Saturday, 30th October and enjoy
an extra hour in bed.
19

Village News

20

Village News
Great Totham Neighbourhood Plan

The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group are very pleased to see the
advertisement on the opposite page. This confirms that Maldon District
Council are content with the draft Plan and the Village Design Statement.
We are now entering the final phases of the process before an examiner
is appointed and the plan hopefully proceeds to a referendum.
Once again, a big thank you to everyone who provided feedback and
comments during the village consultation phase.

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Merlin and Betty Visit Frinton
We chose the nicest day of the week, Wednesday,
11th August. The journey to Frinton was
straightforward and we managed to park on the
seafront, near the dog friendly beach.
Merlin and Betty loved the soft sand walk plus
meeting other pups. We did a spot of people
watching, whilst Betty slept and Merlin just wouldn’t
settle!
When it came to lunchtime, we chose fish n’ chips;
they were delicious from Pier One Chip Shop. The
hounds slept while we enjoyed our lunch.
Before returning to Totham, we visited Brightlingsea.
Parking near the Lido, we walked the dogs to a snack
bar to have a cup of tea and ice cream. The sun
shone and we all enjoyed watching holiday makers having fun by the water.
Both Merlin and Betty slept well that night. Such an enjoyable day.
Lyndsey Phillips
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Panic! And the Start of the Most Expensive Race in History
Something occurred in October 64 years ago that caused panic in the Western
world and accelerated the most expensive race in history. Both the US and the
USSR had been working on their projects, the surprise launched by the USSR
on 4th October 1957 was a major shock.
This was, of course, the launch of Sputnik 1. Both
the US, led by German scientist and former SS
Nazi Sturmbahnfuhrer Wernher von Braun, and the
USSR, led by rocket engineer Sergei Korolev, had
been working on space research. This term was
really a cover though as both powers were fully
engaged in the Cold War and desperate to grow
their military might. It has to be remembered that
the US had already developed the atomic bomb,
and, by the mid-1950s, the USSR had also
developed its own nuclear device and, more
worryingly, the Hydrogen bomb as well. Space
flight was seen as the next area to exploit to gain an advantage.
Both Von Braun and Korolev were working on broadly similar designs, ostensibly
to deliver nuclear warheads, but also to launch satellites. The US design was
called the Redstone, whilst the USSR had the R-7 rocket. The Russians, though,
shocked everyone by launching Sputnik 1 (or Sputnik-Odin, originally meaning
modern traveller, but now synonymous with satellite), the first artificial satellite to
orbit the Earth. The Soviet premier, Nikita Khrushchev, though, did not know
about it until 90 minutes later as the scientists waited until Sputnik had made one
orbit before telling him!
Sputnik-1 was very small, consisting of a polished metal sphere just 23 inches in
diameter (58cm), with a total launch weight of 83.6kg and a power of just 1 watt.
It also had 4 external aerials which transmitted the now familiar beep-beep-beep
tone. The transmissions lasted for 21 days before the transmitter batteries ran
out on 26th October 1957 and the satellite finally burnt up when it re-entered the
Earth’s atmosphere on 4th January 1958. During the entire mission, the satellite
orbited the Earth 1440 times taking 96.20 minutes per orbit.
It was not really the fact that the Soviet Union had beaten America into launching
a successful satellite that shocked the West, but over what it could lead to next.
In fact, the Russians caused even more consternation less than a month later
when they launched Sputnik-2. This was a much larger craft and carried a 13foot (4m) long, 500kg capsule with a live dog inside (called Laika, a stray
mongrel who died of overheating or asphyxiation during the mission). The worry
was that a craft of this payload was large enough for a nuclear warhead!
/continued on next page
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In response, the US accelerated its space programme and attempted to launch a
tiny (the size of a grapefruit) satellite of their own in December 1957 called
Vanguard. This failed spectacularly when the rocket exploded on the launch pad
on live television and the satellite just toppled off to roll away and get jammed
under a truck! Naturally the media had a field day calling the US effort “Flopnik”
and “Kaputnik”. Finally, on 1st February 1958, the US succeeded with their own
satellite mission, Explorer 1. This craft was 203cm in length, 15.2cm in diameter
and weighed 13.97kg with a power of 60 watts. It transmitted back to Earth for
nearly 4 months until its batteries failed and stayed in orbit for an amazing 12
years until 31 March 1970.
The space race was now really underway, with the US putting its first live animal
into space on 31st January 1961. This was a chimpanzee called Ham, who
survived a 16 minute, 39-second-long sub-orbital flight as part of the Project
Mercury mission. He survived as he was wearing a spacesuit and lived until he
was 25 years old, dying in 1983.
Thereafter, the world saw missions from both states, with the Russians often
beating the Americans in terms of accomplishments. This included the first man
in space, Yuri Gagarin, completing one orbit in Vostok 1 in a mission lasting 1
hour, 48 minutes in 1961 ahead of Alan Shepard, the first American in space a
month later in a mission lasting 15 minutes. The Russians also succeeded with
the first female in space (Valentina Tereshkova in 1963) and the first spacewalk
(in 1965 by Alexei Leonov). Of course, it was the Americans who succeeded in
achieving the ultimate prize of getting man to the Moon on Apollo 11 on 20 July
1969. To date, only 12 men have walked on the Moon, and all have been
American.
It is very hard to establish the total cost of the space race and, of course, it is still
continuing. However, the Apollo programme alone cost in excess of $156bn (in
today’s money). Before that Project Mercury cost $2.25bn (in today’s money)
between 1958 and 1963 and the Gemini Project cost $7.8bn (in today’s money)
between 1961 and 1966. The space shuttle programme cost a further $196bn
between 1972 and 2011, whilst we have Skylab and the International Space
Station to add to that. On the Soviet side, it is almost impossible to find out the
cost of the space race. However, it is thought to be around 50% smaller than
that of the USA.
Overall, a tremendous amount of time, effort and money has been spent on
space exploration. Has this been money well spent? That’s up to you to decide.
Chris Bingham
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Beacon Hill Churches Together
A Guided Walk in Great Totham South
with Clive and Glynis Potter
On a hot summer’s day on Saturday, 14 August,
we gathered at the Barn Church and were given
information sheets about the walk. These came in
handy when we were along Maldon Road as due
to the traffic it was difficult to hear what was being
said.
We learnt that this area was originally poor quality
open waste ground. It was part of Tiptree Heath
and a band of land that stretched down from
Southwold. After the Norman conquest, there was
a succession of land owners. Then in 1765, the
Honywood family bought the land and, in 1857,
built the Honywood School, which can now be
hired out for meetings and parties.
We passed the Willie Almshouses, built in 1855
and named after the son of Louisa and William
Gooday, who tragically died when he was just 10
years old. The Almshouses are still in use today for
people of this parish in need of accommodation.
Although the land was
not good for farming,
without modern day
fertilizers, it was great
for gravel to mend
roads
and
build
houses. So we are left
with pits making up the
Jubilee
Recreation
Ground and the fishing
lakes. We went past
these on the way to St.
Peter’s Church, then
returned round in a
circle back to the Barn Church. This was started by a local ploughman, John
Raven, in the 1820s, when his employer, Isaac Foster, donated the thatched
building.
/continued on next page
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Along the way we (reluctantly) walked past
the Prince of Wales Pub which had been used
as a workhouse and was sold to Ridleys
brewers for £415 in 1878.

Clive is amazing, but doesn’t
know everything. He was
informed by the owner of a
house in School Road that it
actually dates back further than
Clive had thought. So we all
learnt something new!

We all enjoyed an entertaining
and informative stroll on a
glorious day, covering far more
than I can fit into this report. I
look forward to the next one and
would like to thank Clive and
Glynis for their time.
Vanessa Ellams
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TONY POULTER
BUILDING
SERVICES

Morley Skips Ltd

SKIP HIRE






Kitchens
Bathrooms
Plumbing
Wall Tiling
Plastering
 General Building
 Project Management

Top Soil Delivered
Asbestos Removal and Disposal
Fast Reliable Local Service
at Competitive Prices
Phone 01621 815287

Over 40 years of experience
Friendly and reliable service

morleyskips.co.uk

Telephone: 07835 653199
Email: tonypoulter@outlook.com

SEELEY CERAMICS
(R.J.SEELEY)

CERAMIC WALL AND
FLOOR TILING
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FREE ESTIMATES
ALL FIXING
MATERIALS SUPPLIED
LOCAL AND RELIABLE
SERVICE
TIPTREE
Tel: (01621) 816 983
Mob: 07801 700 955
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Yoga Workshop Saturday, 30 October
Great Totham Village Hall
9.30am - 12.30pm

Numbers will be limited, so please register your interest as soon as possible.
Easy seat (sukhasana) is the pose we mainly come into in order to meditate.
In this workshop, we will discover why, for some of us, this pose may be
uncomfortable, or even unachievable; and how for others, it comes naturally and
is ‘easy’.
Discover how to adapt and adjust your seat; explore movements and alignment
in your practice to make sitting a more pleasant and relaxing pose.
There will be a break mid-way, with light refreshments provided.
Plus, the workshop will end with a lovely, relaxing and restorative gong bath.
I would love you to join me.

£20 per person

Contact Karen 07903850289

yogarestores@gmail.com
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• Interior & Exterior
• Painting & Decorating
• Plastering and all general
renovation work

• Please call for a free estimate
• Friendly & Professional Service
• All work guaranteed

9 Wellands Close, Wickham Bishops,
Essex, CM8 3NE

Mob: 07734 869966
Tel: 01621 868355
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Children’s Page
What Time in the World
Below is a list of countries for you to find out what the
time will be when it is 1pm (lunchtime) in Chelmsford
on Friday, 1st October 2021 (before we turn the clocks
back to Day Light Saving Time at the end of October).

1. Chelmsford (*) 1pm
3. Athens (*)
5. Barcelona (*)
7. Cape Town
9. Delhi
11. George Town (Cayman)
13. Mexico City (*)
15. New York (*)
17. Paris (*)
19. Reykjavik
21. Singapore
23. Tokyo
25. Washington DC (*)

2. Amsterdam (*)
4. Auckland (*)
6. Buenos Aires
8. Chicago (*)
10. Dubai
12. Hong Kong
14. Moscow
16. Ottawa (*)
18. Perth
20. Rome (*)
22, Timbuktu
24. Warsaw (*)

(*)
indicates the cities which will be turning the clocks back at the end of
October.

Answers on page 33

Sourced by June Eaton
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Village News
Great Totham in September

Photos courtesy of Vicky Heaviside
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Great Totham Parish Council Report
Meeting on Monday, 16th August

The meeting was attended by Councillors Atkinson, Delderfield, Mrs Dundon,
Gable, Keyes and Marshall. No members of the public were present.
The minutes of the August meeting were signed as a true record and there were
no matters arising. The Chairman expressed his thanks to the Vice Chairman for
conducting the meeting in his absence.
Maldon District Council is currently inviting residents to take part in the ‘Our
Home, Our Future’ initiative which seeks to address the important question of
climate change. The Clerk will compile a list of interested parties and would be
pleased to hear from anyone with an interest, or expertise, in the matter.
The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from a Heybridge resident
regarding the management of Heybridge Wood in the light of the new Heybridge
Garden Suburb development. Coincidentally, Heybridge Parish Council had also
made enquiries about the ownership of the wood. As ever, the Clerk provided a
fulsome response. In summary, we are aware that a Management Plan is
required as part of the overall planning process but, because Great Totham
Parish Council does not own the wood, have not discussed being involved in its
future care.
PKF, Maldon District Council’s external auditors, have informed them that they
have received and logged the notification of exempt status for the year ending
March 2021 with regard to Great Totham Parish Council.
Councillors Atkinson and Marshall have again been busy refurbishing our local
amenities. The new barrier posts at Bull Green have been installed, the play
area fence has been repaired and broken glass removed from the Jubilee
Recreation Ground. At Totham Hill Recreation Ground, Councillor Marshall has
made new wooden seats and supplied and fixed chains for the swings. He has
also repaired the nets and removed the see-saw for repairs. An order has been
placed for the new village notice board but we are still awaiting a second
quotation for the replacement of the village signs.

A request to provide wheelchair access at the bus stop in Colchester Road has
been made by a resident and submitted to Essex County Council.
The problem of traffic speeding through the village sadly continues and, although
ultimately it is drivers who must take responsibility for complying with the law and
maintaining safe speeds, measures continue to be taken to alleviate the
situation. Discussions with Highways for more effective signing are ongoing, The
Community Protection Team carry out their patrols and the Speedwatch Team
(who - dare I say it again!? – would dearly love more volunteers), make regular
/continued on next page
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/continued from previous page

appearances. Councillor Atkinson is currently investigating the use of bodycams
by volunteers.
Traditionally, individual planning applications are not included in the magazine
report but the latest applications are discussed at Council and comments
recorded in the minutes which are displayed on the Parish notice boards. The
Maldon District Council website also provides details of applications, decisions
and appeals.
The next Council meeting will take place on Monday, 11 th October at 7.30pm.
Vicky Heaviside

1. 1pm,
6. 9am,
12. 8pm,
18. 8pm,
24. 29m,

2. 2pm,
3. 3pm,
7. 2pm,
8. 7am,
13. 7am,
14. 3pm,
19. 12 noon, 20. 2pm,
25. 8am.

Answers from Page 29

4. 1am on Saturday 2nd, 5. 2pm,
9. 5.30pm, 10. 4pm,
11. 7am,
15. 8am,
16, 8am,
17. 2pm,
21. 8pm,
22. 12 noon, 23. 9pm,

What time in the Work?

Great Totham Parish Council
Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Thursday 2 June to Sunday 5 June 2022
The Parish Council will be lighting the Parish Beacon at 9.09pm on
Thursday, 2 June 2022 to mark Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The lighting will be part of four days of national celebrations.
The Council hopes that other events will take place over the four days,
led by the organisations, businesses and people of Great Totham. Some
will remember taking part in the Silver Jubilee Celebrations in 1977,
when a number of events were organised across the village, and the
Golden Jubilee in 2002.
The Council would like to invite individuals and representatives from our
organisations and businesses to a meeting at the Village Hall in November (date to be arranged) to discuss the celebrations and how we might
all co-operate, co-ordinate and start planning

If you are interested and would like to help, please contact the Parish
Council at greattothamparishcouncil@btinternet.com or write to the Clerk
of the Council at 19 Mill Road, Great Totham, Maldon, Essex. CM9 8DH
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TMS
Roofing and Fascias
Fascias, Soffits, Guttering & Cladding
• Flat Roofs, Best Quality Materials
used - 10 year Guarantee
• Tiled and Slated Roofs
• Any repairs undertaken
• FREE ESTIMATES
•

•

No job too small

Tel: 01621 815604
Mob: 07866 551630
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Meet … Clare Thompson

Owner, Great Totham Stores and Post Office
Clare and her staff received a Recognition Of Service
Award for outstanding services to the community
during the Covid pandemic, staying open throughout.
Clare was born in Watford, Herts in the late ’60s to Jim
and Jean who were Londoners and met at the bank
where they were employed. She has an older sister
Carole. In 1974 when Clare was five, the family moved
from Croxley Green to a new house in Tiptree. Her education began at Milldene
Primary School and upon leaving secondary school, Clare studied for an
engineering degree at Kingston University for a time.
Before heading up the Post Office and Stores in Great Totham in 2012, she
worked at the London Stock Exchange in the Regulation Department as a
Market Supervision Manager.
Clare met her husband Simon in The Bull Public House and they were married
at St. Bartholomew's Church in Wickham Bishops 25 years ago. Due to the
coronavirus pandemic, they have not yet been able to celebrate their Silver
Wedding properly, although they are planning to visit Rome. They live in Tiptree.
Clare is a friendly, bubbly, energetic character who enjoys a laugh and a joke
and takes a serious interest in politics and current affairs. While her customers
are treated with courtesy and respect at all times, she will not tolerate incivility!
Her hobbies and interests include horse riding and drinking (not at the same time
presumably!).
Quick fire questions:
 Your Bucket List?
Flying a helicopter
 Favourite film?
The Usual Suspects - 1995
 Favourite food?
Asian
 Favourite book?
The Picture Of Dorian Gray – Oscar Wilde
 Favourite actress?
Bette Davis
 Companion of choice stranded on a desert island?
Ought I to say Simon?
 Favourite holiday activity?
Skiing, snorkelling
 Favourite music?
1980’s Indie, New Romantic 1999
 A wish? To go back to the beginning and start again knowing what I know now
 Book title for your autobiography? Literal answer: “Oh my God” followed by
“I’ll let you know”
 What would you put into Room 101**? Social media
Interviewed by Paul Smith
**TV programme where guests are invited to put their pet hate into “oblivion”
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R. CLARK
LAN DS CAP E S
GARD E N CAR E
1 8 YE AR S
E XP E R IE NCE
PATIOS
DECKING
F E NCING
BR ICKWOR K
TUR FI NG TRE E S URGE RY
P ER GOLAS
SLEE P ER S
S P R AYIN G - ALL TYP E S
TUR F M AI NTE N ANC E - R E NO VATIO N
(SPRIN G-AUTUM N)

P R UN IN G
TR E E P LAN TI NG
GAR D EN MAI NTE NANCE

F ULLY INS UR ED, F R EE ES TIM ATE S

01206
TE L : 01
6 21 575102
8 91 4 5 8
M O B: 0 79 1 4 7 1 2 45 3
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Essex Elements

Face to Face and online
counselling based in Tollesbury
Integrative Counselling
Integrative CBT
Clinical Supervision
Counselling and Mentoring
Contact: Caroline (MBACP)
Telephone: 07719 157027
or
Email: essexelements@hotmail.com

BA (Hons) Education: ECS Dip. Integrative Counselling and CBT
Dip. Coaching and Mentoring Cert. Clinical Supervision
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Contact details
We would love you to chat to us between 4pm - 8pm:
Bob Tarpey
01621 892122 (after 6 o’clock)
Sheila Allen
01621 892334
Isobel Doubleday
01621 891329 (try at any reasonable time)
Mary Owers
01621 892885
Paul Smith
01621 893153
Sandra Smith
01621 893153
Philippa Hardy-King
01621 892387
Martyn Hardy-King
01621 892387
Janice Spalding
01621 892197
Sue Keyes
01621 891220
Vanessa Ellams
01621 893148
June Eaton
01621 891315
Karin Mann
01621 891215
Nick Scholey
01621 891172
Rev’d Sue Godsmark
01621 891513 (try at any reasonable time)

Photographs
On many occasions, photographs are taken of adults and children for the Parish
Magazine, Church Website and Church Facebook page to record the life and
work of the church in Great Totham.
If at any time you would prefer that a photograph was neither kept nor used,
please indicate this to the photographer who will delete the image.

Rotas

Church Flowers

Church Cleaning

3rd October
10th October
17th October
24th October
31st October

Sally Dingley
Mary Owers
Jenny Barclay
Lucy Bettley
Melanie Scholey

Mr and Mrs Kemsley
Jenny Barclay, Anja Schmalfuss
Mr and Mrs Stebbing

Church Kitchen Cleaning October:
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Message from the District Councillor
District Council News

I am pleased to say that the Council has agreed a
new contract with the Citizens Advice Bureau for
Maldon.
The new contract will provide this
valuable service with the long term security it
requires. The agreement enables the service to
secure other funding and also restores funding that was cut by the
Council in the past.
The Local Development Plan Review is now looking at options for how
development will be implemented across the district. This will go out to
consultation and the Council would like to hear how and where you think
new housing should be placed. It also provides idea on options; how you
would like these constructed and the type of housing you think is right for
the village.
I recently attended the judging for the Conservation Awards for the
Maldon District. The winners demonstrated what a diverse and wonderful
area we call home. They included a wonderful farm in Goldhanger and
an Elizabethan Manor house in Creeksea. The Council also made the
decision to return to meetings in the Chamber; these will continue to be
streamed live via YouTube.
If at any time you need to contact me please do so at: 01621 890809 or
email cllr.richard.siddall@maldon.gov.uk
With best wishes
Richard

SMALL WARM HALL TO HIRE IN
GREAT TOTHAM NORTH
Suitable for meetings and small
children's parties.
For further details  819419

LOSE ACHES AND TENSION
with the Alexander Technique
Lessons and workshops locally
www.ainb.co.uk
or ring Tricia on 07749 283963
39

Village News

Tiptree and Tollesbury WEA online courses
Next term….
20th Century China
Tutor: David Prynn
Date: Starting 12th January 2022 (8 weeks)
Time: 10 - 11.30am
Location and course number to be announced

Contact
Tiptree.branch@wea.ac.uk
for more information. To
book phone 0300 303 3464.
Please quote course number. Places are limited.
Book early to avoid
disappointment.

Wickham Bishops WI

Another month closer to normality!
Wickham Bishops WI have now met twice now at our usual
venue of St Bartholomew’s Church Hall for a relaxed social get together,
tea or coffee and cake.
In August, we were extremely pleased to welcome several new members
to our little club!
In September, we plan to have a short AGM to sort out necessary club
business and then probably more socialising as this has been in short
supply this year!!!
In October, we intend to re-start “normal” meetings with a speaker.
We meet on the last Thursday of each month from 2 - 4pm in the Church
Hall and are always happy to see new faces as well as our usual lovely
bunch.

For more information about WB WI, call our secretary, Sharon, on 01621
891631. Best wishes to all.
Jayne Kneale
40
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The St. Peter’s Church Guide is
available at the church (£4).
Join for free to raise much-needed
funds for St Peter’s Church, Great
Totham, at no extra cost to you by
going to:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
causes/stpetersgttotham
Log into
www.easyfundraising.org.uk every
time you shop online. After you’ve
made your purchase, the retailer will
make a donation to the church at no
extra cost to you.
Thank you for your support.
For more information, contact Lizzie
Armour, Benefice Administrator on
07908 776750 or email
office.blackwaterbenefice@gmail.com

Photo courtesy of Chris Munton
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Great Totham WI

What a joy! After 18 months we were back at Totham Village Hall for our
September get together. It was particularly good to see members who
had not been able to join our Zoom meetings and also welcome some
new faces.

As it was our first meeting, we caught up with one another over coffee
and cake. We exercised our brains with a couple of table quizzes and
had the opportunity to see how members had occupied themselves in the
interim. These included some intricate crochet work from Wendy and a
variety of toys knitted expertly by Brenda. Jean had also been busy
making a variety of preserves. We had the opportunity to look back at the
scrapbooks, produced since the ‘60s and carefully conserved by Lesley.
At our October meeting we will be welcoming a WI member from Great
Bromley, Dorothy O’Grady, whose talk is entitled ‘Ways with Wrapping.’
New members are always welcome.
If you would like any information about our group, visit our website
www.greattothamwi.weebly.com or email greattothamwi@gmail.com.
Sue Pulford
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Pets’ Service
Sunday, 5th September
The Pets’ Service was held on a
beautifully sunny Sunday morning in
September, led by Nick Scholey.
Nick described how we are stewards
of all God’s creatures and gave
examples of how animals feature in
the Bible, from being saved from the
flood in Noah’s Ark to Jonah being
rescued by a fish. He talked about
his family’s own dogs, what good
companions they are and the
wonderful way
that dogs pick
up
on
our
mood and comfort
us when we are
upset.
We sang animalrelated hymns: ‘Who
put the colours in the
rainbow’; ‘If I were a
butterfly’; and ‘All
things bright and
beautiful’, followed
by prayers of thanks
and blessing.
Helen Mutton
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Contacting the Police
In an emergency dial 999
For non-emergencies dial 101 extension 412335 / 01245 491491
Send non-emergency police related information/intelligence to your North
Blackwater Neighbourhood Policing Team at:

http://www.essex.police.uk/ or text 07624 80010
Maldon Police
0300 333 4444 or 101
Maldon District Council Offices, Princes Road, Maldon
Monday—Thursday: 9am—5pm
Friday: 8.30am—4.30pm

Visit essex.police.uk/your-area for news and
updates on:
• The work of the Community and
Local Policing Teams
• Crime trends
• Crime prevention

Great Totham Neighbourhood Watch
Visit Maldon District Neighbourhood Watch website for up to date local
crime reports, non-urgent news and links to the police and national NHW
websites: http://www.maldondistrictnhw.co.uk/index.htm

For Totham Hill Green, phone Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator, Ian
Barratt, on 891949, email: ianbarratt43@gmail.com
For local crime reports, visit https://www.police.uk/essex/28/crime/

Wickham Bishops Library
Monday
Wednesday
Saturday

2pm-5.30pm
2pm-5.30pm
9am-5pm
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COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES (See page 3 for church activities)

Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Rangers
www.girlguiding.org.uk
Rainbows at St Peter’s Church
Rosie Pollock
893168
Scouts, Cubs, Beavers at Prances Brenda Heal
bjheal@btinternet.com
Great Totham Cricket Club Colts
Paul Marks
07709 793958
Nursery Group Village Hall
Tracey Bezant
07960 947931
Edward Bear Club (Toddler Group) St Peter's Church
Rosie Pollock
893168
Gardening Club
Village Hall
Fred Steptoe
891808
W.I. GT Evening 2nd Thurs. 8pm
Village Hall
Sue Pulford
892063
GT & WB last Thurs. 2pm
St.B Church Hall
Di Mellor
892247
St Peter's Lunch Club Tues.
Honywood Hall
Sheila Allen
892334
Day Centre Weds.
URC
Jean Johnstone
892293
Carpet Bowls Tue & Thur 7.30pm Village Hall
Jean Cloughton
892286
Tollesbury Table Tennis Club T’bury Parish Rms
Paul Freeman
862510
mobile 07855 204505, email: freemans21@hotmail.com
Maldon Croquet Club
Forrester Park
Philippa Hardy-King 892387
Wickham Bishops Drama Club
www.wickhambishopsdrama.co.uk
Great Totham Community Choir
Colin Heaviside
heavicol@aol.com
893067
Knit and Natter, Friday Mornings Sandra Smith (Honywood Hall)
893153

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS:
Honywood Hall Hire
Karin Mann
891215
St Peter’s Church Extension Hire
Karin Mann
891215
Village Hall hire
Sue Pulford
892063
URC hall hire
Janet Davies
819419
St Peter’s—Interment of Ashes and Iron Crosses
Chris Munton
891817
Great Totham Parish Council
Clerk: Clive Potter
891474
District Councillors
John Keyes
891388
Richard Siddall
07979 853947 / 890809
County Councillor
Mark Durham
01245 227249
mobile: 07850 967239
Great Totham Primary School
891091
Maldon District Council
854477
Maldon Citizens Advice Bureau
875774
Police Community Support Officer
101
Water
01245 491234
Electricity
0845 6014516
Frank (Drugs Helpline) (free)
0300 1236600
Childline Helpline for children
0800 1111 (free)
Maldon District Health / Wellbeing advice
emily.fallon@maldon.gov.uk
NSPCC 24 hr helpline for children
0800 800 500 (free)
The Samaritans
116 123
DIAL UK (Disability Information & Advice Line)
www.dialuk.info
Church of England, St. Peter’s
Rev’d Sue Godsmark
891513
Totham Barn Free Evangelical Church Elder Bob Bell
893085
United Reformed Church
Rev’d Mark Ambrose
01376 500958
Wickham Bishops Church
Rev’d Hilary Le Sève
892867
Maldon Methodist Church Office
Rev’d Clifford Newman
853423
Maldon Roman Catholic Church
Parish Priest - Fr.James Joseph
852259
Society of Friends (Quakers)
Clerk to the meeting - Sue Smith
854056
Salvation Army
853942
Christian Growth Centre (CGC), Maldon Rob & Jeannie Saggs Pastors 855855
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