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Be praised, my Lord, through our sister Mother Earth, who feeds us and rules us, and produces various fruits with 
coloured flowers and herbs. 

(Francis of Assisi, whose festival is on October 4th) 
 

This weekend we begin the Harvest Season in our parish: a joint 
service at St. James’ Cotes Heath at 10am on October 3rd            
(no service in Swynnerton), where donations are requested for 
the House of Bread. Please bring toiletries of all descriptions.  
At next week’s service in St. Mary’s 10th October, 10 am, we’ll 
be giving to the Food Bank. Bring along your offerings or give 
direct at Newcastle-Staffs Foodbank COVID-19 Crisis Appeal  
  
 
It’s not hard to see 
which of the photos 

on this page was taken locally; as we pause to give thanks for the 
blessings of life in our part of the world, we’re challenged to face the 
realities of the future ahead of us. Tearfund reminds us:  
“The climate crisis is growing more urgent each day. We are on course for 
catastrophic global temperature rises that will put millions of lives at risk 
– and it’s the world’s poorest people who are already bearing the brunt. 
We know this is not God’s plan and we can help change this”. 
The charity suggests lots of ways to make a difference. You could join in 
the COP26 Day of Action on 6th November when people across the world 
will be marching and speaking out against climate injustice.  
http://www.tearfund.org/DayOfAction 
 
 

If direct action’s not for you, then there’s guidance on how 
to pray for the climate emergency with examples of prayers 
for the world and for the leaders who will be meeting in 
Glasgow between 31st October and 12th November.   
https://www.tearfund.org/campaigns/reboot-
campaign/prayer-for-the-climate/prayer-in-the-park 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lord God, you made the world and declared it was ‘very good’. And yet, 
we have not treated the earth and our fellow humans with the care and 
respect they deserve. We are sorry and ask for your forgiveness. Give us 
the courage to keep raising our voices about the climate emergency, 
which affects people living in poverty the worst. And may your Spirit of 
peace be in the hearts of all people, so that conflicts end in peace, and 
 relationships are restored. 
 Amen. 



 Monday October 4th sees the start of a Zoom get-together for those who enjoy reading. 
 This term the “Big Church Read” is a book by Patrick Regan who, as the foreword says, 
“explores what it really looks like to live as a Christian with pain, suffering, trauma, anxiety and 
grief”. 
 
 Honest about his own experience of anxiety, Regan has lots of advice to share and it’s a book 
that’s particularly relevant to those facing changes and challenges in a world hit so hard by the 
pandemic. Each week there’ll be a short video and questions from the author to encourage 
discussion and the sessions will be led by members of the congregation.   
You can join in by Zoom at 7pm using the link below. Contact Doreen so that she can be ready 

           to welcome you.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82172796502?pwd=dm9PandVL1l6YTgzOFFTQzQ1L0NqQT09 

 
Looking ahead to November, this Remembrance tide the team from Luxmuralis 
returns to Lichfield Cathedral with the light and sound show, “Poppy Fields”. 
Poppies will cascade down the ceiling, walls and floor of the stunning 900-year-old 
Cathedral, calling us to remember all those who have fought for our peace and 
safety. Accompanying the projections will be specially composed music by David 
Harper and poetry recorded by actor Eddie Redmayne. 
The 2021 version of “Poppy Fields” also features the main show from Luxmuralis’ 
much loved “Imagine Peace”. This son et lumiere will bring the east end of the 
Cathedral to life with its message of hope for the future.  
6-13 November 2021, 17:30 onwards. Tickets (£7.50 per adult), from the Cathedral 
website.  
 
 

 
Collect for 18th Sunday after Trinity: 

Almighty and everlasting God, 
increase in us your gift of faith 

that, forsaking what lies behind 
and reaching out to that which is before, 

we may run the way of your commandments 
and win the crown of everlasting joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Readings: Mark 10:2-16, Hebrews1:1-4 & 2:5-12 

 

“ALL THE DARKNESS IN THE WORLD CANNOT EXTINGUISH THE LIGHT OF A SINGLE CANDLE” (Francis of Assisi)  

 

“TURN ALL YOUR TROUBLES OVER TO HIM, BECAUSE HE CARES FOR YOU AND IS WATCHING OVER YOU”. 
1 Peter 5:7 

Please pray for: 
The family of Kathryn Coull who has recently died - her husband James and her parents.  

Those who are unwell and receiving hospital treatment:  
Helen Ladell, Yvonne Pynenburg,  

Rev. Roger Vaughan, Fr. Paul Chavasse, Elaine Dulson, also 
 Margaret McKnight, June Steed, Richard Wenger, Nick Goacher, Pat Lawrence, Carol and Martyn Turner,  

Tom and Barbara Ewart, Margaret and David Farr, Heather Eyre,  
Jonathan’s girlfriend Maddie and Ann Ramsey’s daughter-in-law, Carol. 

We think of George Edwards staying for a while at Rose Villa in Stafford, Dot Sergeant and Doreen Green 
 at Oulton Abbey, and Jean and Ken Frearson making their home with Geoff and Linda 


