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Congratulations to Geoff and Margaret Thompstone who celebrated their 
Pearl Wedding this week. Family and friends joined them to mark the 
couple’s thirty years together. Margaret recalls how their relationship 
began:  
“When I first met Geoff, he said he had a video of the Swynnerton landfill 
and would I like to see it - how could a girl refuse such an exciting 
invitation?”  
Incidentally, Geoff has no memory of such an enticing opening, and 
Margaret continues on a more serious note, 
“Geoff said in his wedding speech that we were now pulling in double 
harness, and I like to think that we have done that over the years, with one 
of us taking over the strain when the other was not feeling so strong.” 
 
There’s another special occasion on Saturday afternoon as  
Stewart Pemberton and Emma Drew from Beech will be married in St. 
Mary’s. Best wishes to them for a special day and many happy years 
together.  
 

 

• Alex Baines is to be licensed as a Reader in Lichfield Cathedral on Saturday 4th September. Our prayers and good 
wishes go with her as she embarks upon her new ministry in the benefice after two years of hard work and training.  
 

• Ken Marchant enjoyed a quiet moment 
with an inhabitant of the churchyard who 
was keen to investigate a recent work party. 
The baby squirrel enjoyed meeting the local 
labourers who have now completed their 
maintenance on that stretch of the path.  
 

• All Saints Church in Sandon (ST18 0DB) is 
inviting visitors on 10 & 11 September, 
10am-4.30pm, to its Heritage Open Days.  A 
family friendly ‘Walk Through History’ - a 
unique behind the scenes tour of their Grade 
1 listed church building and ancient 
graveyard - will take you from Norman 
origins to the present day. Children's craft 
activities and drinks & cakes will also be 
available. Full details of all Open Days in our 
region here 

 

• Ride & Stride on Saturday 11th September is an annual event in many English 
counties, which encourages participants to visit a number of churches & chapels. 
Any trip is OK - a walk between a few rural churches, or a bike ride, or even a car ride to places away from home. 
Sponsorship money is split 50/50 between local churches and Shropshire Historic Churches Trust, which gives grants 
for church repairs. Get involved with Shropshire Ride & Stride here and Staffordshire Ride & Stride here. 
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 On Sunday 5 September 2021, at 4pm, churches across Britain and 
Ireland will come together online and in Glasgow Cathedral to celebrate, 
challenge and commit ahead of COP26. At the Nations’ Climate Sunday 
Service, people will pray and present pledges to Government, a 
testament to churches' desire to show love for God and neighbour by 
caring for creation and acting on climate change. The service will be 
broadcast live from Glasgow Cathedral - at the heart of the city where 
the UN climate talks will take place in November - with contributions 

from Christians around the nations.Find out more and watch on YouTube at https://www.climatesunday.org/ 
 

The Collect for this Sunday: 
Almighty God, 

whose only Son has opened for us 
a new and living way into your presence: 

give us pure hearts and steadfast wills 
to worship you in spirit and in truth; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Readings: Mark 7:24-37, James 2:1-10, 14-17 
 

This week please pray for the situation in Afghanistan.  
More locally, for Rev. Preb. Roger Vaughan awaiting surgery and 

Jean and Ken Frearson as they settle into their new home with Geoff and Linda. 
Please continue to pray for Yvonne Pynenburg, and for our HeBrews friends, many with health challenges. 

We think of those who have chronic problems and live with anxiety or pain and we include 
Fr. Paul Chavasse, Elaine Dulson, Helen Ladell, 

Margaret McKnight, June Steed, Richard Wenger and Nick Goacher. 
We remember those we don’t see so often -Pat Lawrence, Carol and Martyn Turner, 

Tom and Barbara Ewart, Margaret and David Farr, Heather Eyre, Dot Sergeant and Doreen Green. 
Please continue to pray for Nicola’s friend Jessica, Jonathan’s girlfriend Maddie 

and Ann Ramsey’s daughter-in-law, Carol. 
There are many who have hidden worries and we pray for all with troubled hearts and anxious minds.  

 
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have 
done for us. We thank you for the splendour of the whole 

creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, 
and for the mystery of love. 

We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for 
the loving care which surrounds us on every side. 

We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best 
efforts, and for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy 

and delight us. 
We thank you also for those disappointments and failures 

that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone. 
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the 

truth of his Word and the example of his life; for his steadfast 
obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, 
through which he overcame death; and for his rising to life 
again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom. 

Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and 
make him known; and through him, at all times and in all 

places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen. 
 

An updated version of the General Thanksgiving from the Book of Common Prayer (Episcopal Church, USA) 
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