
 

 
 

Welcome to St Andrew’s Stewton Church Community – Post 78 
Wisdom, joy of worship, service of community, undergirded  by Christ the source and 
sustainer of all life is at the heart of all we are and do as a Christian Community. As 

we take small steps to re-emerge into ‘normal’ life after this traumatic period, we look 
at the world around us and pray ‘Lord, help us lay aside all that prevents us from 

seeing and serving your kingdom and the world for which Christ died and rose again. 

 
We come before God with penitent hearts, confessing before God the superficiality, foolishness and 
self-centredness  of so many of our thoughts and actions.   
 Lord Jesus Christ, teach your Church to seek the wisdom of God.  Forgive her frailty and 
 blindness, and those times when she fails to reflect the reality of your love.  
 Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, teach your world to seek the wisdom of God. Forgive her frailty and 
 blindness, and her preference for the ways of darkness. 
 Christ, have mercy. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, teach each one of us to seek the wisdom of God. Forgive our frailty and 
 blindness, and our failure to reflect the depth of your love with those around us. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Scripture readings set for today: 
Proverbs 9:1-6  Wisdom is personified as someone who offers hospitality freely and 
generously to those who come to her. She invites those who live unthinkingly to approach her table, 
to leave their immature ways, and to “walk in the way of insight”.  
Ephesians 5:15-20 The Ephesians are urged to live wisely, understanding what the will of the 
Lord is, and giving thanks to God for everything in the name of Christ. 
John 6:51-58  Jesus declares himself to be the living bread from heaven, which gives life to 
the world. Unlike the bread which God gave in the wilderness, whose effects were only temporary, 
this living bread gives those who eat it eternal life. 

                    
                

                  

    

                       



The Reflection for today: 
“This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they 

died. Those who eat this bread will live for ever” (John 6:58) 
Last week Robert was able to announce that as part of the Lincolnshire Wolds & Coast Churches 
Festival, St Andrew’s Stewton will be open for visitors on Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th September. On 
Sunday 5th there will be an act of worship at 3.00 p.m. in the open air (please pray for fine weather!). 
That will be an opportunity for us as a community to look back over the last 18 months and begin 
considering where we go from here. How many are feeling safe and ready to begin worship again in 
the church building, to restart the regular services perhaps on 19th September? This seems to be a 
pivotal moment to reflect, share and plan prayerfully how to move forward wisely and cautiously.  
 
Allied to that the question arises ‘What happens to these St Andrew’s Stewton Church Community 
Posts?’ Post 80  on Sunday August 29th will be the last in its present form. The time together on Sunday 
5th will include an opportunity to share your views on the future of the SASCC Post. It is time to 
evaluate. I am eager to hear from any of you by phone or email as to how we might proceed with the 
Posts from October onwards or maybe not at all. Whatever happens there will be no Posts during 
September. I want a break! 
 
The SASCC weekly Posts and the telephone ministry have not just been restricted to people who 
attended  St Andrew’s Stewton regularly prior to March 2020.  We have expanded the community to 
other individuals and local churches who have been bereft of any local pastoral or liturgical support. 
We only wish we could have cast the net wider. It is becoming clear that here in Lincolnshire and 
apparently across much of the country, especially in rural communities, local congregations are feeling 
abandoned, forlorn, forgotten. It is highly likely that some local rural churches may never open their 
doors again except perhaps for certain celebrations. That is not what CHURCH is about. That is 
certainly one option being offered by the diocesan  Resourcing Sustainable Church process we are 
involved in currently. Having spoken to a number of local churchwardens and congregations recently, 
I have become aware of deep pain, grievance, and fear for the future of the Church of England to 
which so many people have given their lives. Are we really seeing the beginning of the end of the 
church parish system which has undergirded our national life for centuries?  
 
I was beginning to think it was just me being my usual ‘grumpy old canon’ self when lo and behold  
this week I came across a glimmer of hope - a movement called  ‘Save the Parish’ - proving that it’s 
not just here in ‘darkest Lincolnshire’ where village churches are suffering. I wait to see what direction 
that  movement  takes, whether it gets to the real heart  of the matter or is it a traditionalist reaction 
bent on maintaining what ‘was’ against which the majority of the population have already voted with 
their feet. 
 
Our church is  a Sacramental Church where the God given gifts of the world around us serve as outward 
visible signs of the inward and spiritual grace of the divine which exist among us and within us all. 
Read again the Gospel reading for today (St John 6:51-58) holding in mind what we call the 
‘sacramental’ thinking absolutely central to John’s gospel. The ‘Word has become flesh’ (John 1:14). 
As we are fed physically by the world around us (God’s creation) so we are fed spiritually by the life of 
Christ’s body - the Church. We can see each church building as a sacramental sign to the world that 
’the Lord is here. His Spirit is with us.’ But if the faithful and/or enquiring soul finds no nourishment 
or pastoral care in their local church through neglect or abandonment then there is little hope that 
the church in its present form can fulfil its divine calling. What happens in and to our churches in the 
coming months is critical, although through death God has a way of bringing resurrection. 
Blessings to you all at this time 

Alan 



 
Christ the bread of life calls us to pray for the needs of our troubled world. In hope and trust we offer 
our prayers for all who are in need. We re,]member the people of Afghanistan for their peace and well 
being and all those battling intense heat and wildfires across the Mediterranean and USA and those 
preparing for the UN climate summit COP26, due to take place in Glasgow in November. 
 We pray for the Church, that in her prayer, worship and life in the world she may faithfully 
point to the Christ the bread of life, who gave himself even to the cross for the healing of all of creation. 
For our brothers and sisters of the Anglican Church of Southern Africa. 
 We pray for the world for which Christ died; and for all who work to heal and relieve her pain, 
often in places and situations of great danger.  
 We pray for our local communities: for those in any kind of need, and for all who seek to 
relieve those in distress. We remember those commended to the prayers of our Team Parish: 
Marguerite Baillie, Peggy Baillie, Anne-Marie Bidwell, Ed Cox, Revd Moira Davies,  
Hildegard Dettmer-Beecroft, Rosemary Huke, Fr James Drayton, Oscar Gabryel, Mal Locking, Sue 
Locking, Bob Lowis, Anna Mamwell, Mary Oxley, Gerry Purcell, Alan Pounds, Sylvia Pounds, Andrea 
Prior, Betty Robinson, Eileen Robinson, Enid Spicer, Joyce Terrett, John Troughton, Pauline Watson, 
Stuart Watson. 
 We pray for ourselves, that our hearts may be fixed on Christ, the bread of life, and that we 
may continually look to his Father for our daily bread. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ is the bread of life who was lifted up on the cross for the healing and salvation 
of all creation. As we journey on, we pray that we may feed on that heavenly bread, and continually 
seek the presence of Christ among us. We commit our prayers to our heavenly Father in Christ’s name, 
and for his sake. Amen. 
 
May our Lord Jesus Christ, the bread of life, strengthen you so that you may abide in his love, and 
share in his mission to the world.  
 
 
O God, you declare your almighty power 
most chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 
mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, 
that we, running the way of your commandments, 
may receive your gracious promises, 
and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
 
 
 

God of glory, 
you are the end of our searching, 
help us lay aside 
all that prevents us from seeing your kingdom, 
and to give all that we have 
to gain the pearl beyond all price, 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ. 



 

 
 

  

 

                        

               

                        

                        

                 

            



 

 

Sideknife off, lifters on, service done,  and we are 

out of the Oilseed rape and into the Wheat.  We 

have managed to miss most of the heavy showers 

that have been around, and made some good 

progress.  We are busy flailing now, and 

wondering if it is safe to drill Rape for next year 

yet.   The earlier we get it in the less chance of the 

flea beetle eating it, but if it goes in dry with no 

rain, does not have much of a chance.  

 

 Decisions, decisions, what will the weather do next?  We have a gap of a few days now before the 

next wheat is ready as still has some green in the wheelings.  The rape tested out ok, so the lorries are 

coming Monday to pick up, so will be busy loading.  

 Enjoy the sunshine, 

 Jane x 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LINCOLNSHIRE WOLDS & COAST CHURCHES FESTIVAL 

4th & 5th and 11th & 12th September 2021  

 More information at:  www.lincswoldsandcoastchurches.org    

 Leaflets available from St James’ Church Louth                                       
        

http://www.lincswoldsandcoastchurches.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week we hear from Ronnie and Ian Partridge… 
 
“You’re nearer to God in the garden than anywhere 
else on earth.” (Rudyard Kipling) . 
How true that is, having spent very much more time 
in my garden these last 18 months. I have had time 
just to sit and watch and marvel at the tress, flowers, 
weeds and all the wildlife around us. Just sit there, 
listen, smell and marvel at God’s wonderful creation 
and generosity. Pink flowers, blue ones, yellow, 
purple, white, when I am sure one colour would have 
sufficed. 
 

      
 Birds of all colours, shapes and sizes – 
wrens, sparrows, bluetits, black birds, song 
thrush, doves, pigeons all visit the garden. But 
one species would have done. It’s the same 
with the trees, animals, even people. 
Adam and Eve walked with God in the garden at 
the cool of the evening to sit listen and marvel 
at God’s wonderful generosity.  
Ours is a wonderful world. 

Ronnie 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

The Flying bishop 

The new Bishop wanted a bird’s eye view of his new diocese, so he had an idea.  

He rang his local airfield to charter a flight, and was told that a twin-engine 

plane would be waiting for him. Arriving at the airfield, the bishop spotted the 

plane warming up outside a hangar. He jumped in, slammed the door shut, and 

shouted, "Let's go!" 

At once the pilot taxied out, swung the plane into the wind and took off. Once in 

the air, the bishop spent several minutes enjoying the views, and looking for 

local landmarks.  Finally, he instructed the pilot, "Fly down the valley now and 

make low passes so I can take pictures of some of the best of the old parish 

churches." 

"Why?" asked the pilot. 

"Because I'm the new bishop,” he replied happily, adjusting his camera, “and I 

want some good aerial views of my diocese.”   

The pilot was silent for a moment. Finally he stammered, "So, what you're 

telling me, is, you're NOT my flight instructor?" 

 


