
            St Mary and All Saints,  Dunsfold, 
                    Sunday, Aug 29th, 2021 

 ePEWS NEWS 

    13th SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

10am JOINT PARISH HOLY COMMUNION at 
St. Mary and All Saints Church, Dunsfold 

Celebrant: Revd Rutton Viccajee 

TO JOIN US VIA ZOOM PLEASE CLICK ON 
THIS LINK:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83570438688?
pwd=cFFDbkxpS2kwUW9YUkRtRTM0dGlMZz09 

Meeting ID: 835 7043 8688  
Passcode: 123456  

Readings and collect for the 13th Sunday after 
Trinity: 

OT: Song of  Solomon 2: 8-13 
NT: James 1: 17 - end 
GOSPEL: Mark 7: 1-8, 14, 15, 21-23 

Collect for the 13th Sunday after Trinity: Almighty God, 
who called your Church to bear witness that you were in 
Christ reconciling the world to yourself: help us to 
proclaim the good news of  your love, that all who hear it 
may be drawn to you; through him who was lifted on the 
cross, and reigns with you in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

THE TIMELY ARRIVAL OF A BRAVE NEW 
WORLD..WHATEVER YOUR AGE 

September beckons and for many of us that 
will mean memories of new beginnings. And to 
our young people it will be a case of facing up 
to the daunting challenges ahead.

Think of the four year-olds preparing next 
week to enter their reception class as they 
enrol at school for the first time. Put yourself 
in the shoes of those leaving home for the first 
time as they head to college or university - or 
any landmark on the road of academic life.

To those of us of more senior years we still 
retain memories of what it was like to face 
those tests. Now we’re actually more capable 
at advising our children, and our children’s 
children about the challenges, and hopefully 
joyful moments, that lie in wait for them. 

September is invariably the start line 
for it all. As the American Pulitzer 
prize author Wallace Stegner (right) 
wrote: “That old September feeling, 
left over from school days, of 
summer passing, vacation nearly 
done, obligations gathering, books 
and football in the air … that annual autumnal 
beginning, as if last year’s mistakes had been 
wiped clean by summer.”

In his wonderful book, The Profession of a 
Christian, the late Canon Peter Green offers a 
Christ-centred take on life that is inspirational 
to us all. He writes: “Pray for all you need. 
Speak to God about everything in your life. He 
is your heavenly Father and loves to hear you. 
There should be nothing in your life that is not 
in your prayers.”

We face many challenges - in our church and 
our village. Let us pray that we can approach 
them with wisdom to ensure our priorities are 
right. And also pray that all those young 
people approaching exciting new chapters in 
their lives will find fulfilment.

IN REVEREND IAN’S ABSENCE… 

Reverend Ian Maslin will remain on sick leave for the 
time being. We welcome Revd Rutton Viccajee to lead 
our worship at Dunsfold and Hascombe. Rutton can be 
contacted on 07770750248 or via email at 
rutton@stnicolascranleigh.org.uk

For matters concerning the running of our parish, 
please contact our churchwardens:
Sheila Jones 01483 200204 or 
sheilajones4@btinternet.com and 
Jan Richardson on 01483-200519 or 
janmrichardson@gmail.com

mailto:rutton@stnicolascranleigh.org.uk
mailto:sheilajones4@btinternet.com
mailto:janmrichardson@gmail.com


REVEREND RUTTON 
ON THE LESSONS WE 
CAN LEARN FROM 
THE PHARISEES

Hello everyone. 

Are you a tidy or a messy housekeeper? Most people 
would like to live in a tidy house but, of course, that 
requires effort, discipline and strength to keep the 
place clean and tidy.  
 
Some of us of advancing years may be unable to do this, or 
may need help. Others may be less interested in keeping a 
tidy home and prefer things ‘lived in’. But I suspect no one 
would want to move into a messy hotel bedroom, for 
example.  
 
We probably all recognise, therefore, the value of neatness, 
tidiness and cleanliness. So, I suppose, it’s just a matter of 
how we go about achieving those things. Or, indeed, not.  

In our passage today, we meet a group of people, the 
Pharisees, who seem to have the whole kitchen cleanliness 
thing down to a fine art. But my goodness, it all sounds like 
hard work! They seem to have a tradition of washing even 
the smallest items before eating: utensils, pots, kettles, you 
name it. And you might say well, that’s a good thing, to keep 
clean and tidy kitchenware. Good hygiene.  
 
But, of course, it wasn’t about that. It was about the holiness 
and piety which they took upon themselves -  that was the 
problem. They thought they could earn their way to heaven 
by keeping both law and man-made tradition to the nth 
degree. And the problem with that is you can’t.   

Worse still, it starts to trivialise the sin of the human 
heart, as if it were of no account, or could be washed 
away as easily as the dirt on those cups.  

Elsewhere Jesus calls these folks whitewashed tombs. A 
dramatic analogy of whiteness and cleanliness on the 
outside, but of the worst type of decay within. And we might 
well wonder why Jesus is so harsh on these folks?  

Interestingly, Jesus does not condemn them for trying to do 
God’s will in this way. He condemns them rather because 
they do not seem to take sin seriously.   

The idea is common throughout culture and history. For 
example, in Great Expectations, Dickens writes about a 
character called Mrs Joe, who “…was a very clean 
housekeeper, but had an exquisite art of making her 
cleanliness more uncomfortable and unacceptable than dirt 
itself. Cleanliness is next to godliness, and some people do 
the same by their religion.” (!)  

I think we all recognise such people: those who concentrate 
on the external, at the expense of the compassion and the 
empathy that really matter in life.  

There can be few of us who have not been thrown into 
despair at the current news from Afghanistan. Where a 
brutal, tribal and mediaeval people have taken over, people 
who once again prosecute external religious observance at 
the terrible expense of compassion and mercy and freedom.  
And disastrously, yet again, in the name of God and religion. 

What can we do? We can do better. We can acknowledge 
that externals in the end do not matter. We can acknowledge 

that we have sinned against God and neighbour, and that 
there is no good in us. We can ask God to cleanse us from 
the inside. If He starts with us, then who knows what good 
can follow.  

I look forward to seeing you on Sunday so that we can 
explore this great passage further.  

OUR WEBSITE HITS 50,000…AND RISING 

Over the past 18 months, undoubtedly inspired by 
Coronavirus lockdowns, the appeal of our church website, 
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/8124 has grown 
inexorably. 

So much so that last weekend we set a new record by 
breaking 50,000 unique hits over the previous 12 months. 
There have been some amazing highs of 1700-plus hits in a 
single week. The overall record of interest has been positive 
and rewarding. 

Most visitors want to read the News and Notices section with 
updates about what’s happening in the Church around the 
country. And we also receive good feedback about our 
prayer for the day which is topically revised every day of 
each week. If you’ve still not visited us yet, you’re very 
welcome now. 

A MESSAGE FROM SUSIE MASLIN

Susie would like to thank you for your cards and kindness for 
her 60th Birthday,, although plans for her celebration did not 
go ahead, she is grateful for your understanding and prayers.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  PRAYERS 

CHURCH: We pray for the ministry of Guildford 
Cathedral, all staff and volunteers and the thousands of 
people who visit there each year.  

WORLD: In Afghanistan the number of Christians are 
relatively few but they now live in fear and we hold them 
in our prayers, as well as the Afghan people, as they 
prepare for life under a renewed Taliban regime. 

THE SICK: Reverend Ian and Susie Maslin,  
Amanda and Hugh, Jamie and Claire,  
Sandra Baxter-Brown, Michael Burt, Mark Knott,  
Sally Rivett, Jacky Williams, Judy Bolt,  
Sue and Dennis Evans, Lizzy Laverty, Julian Richardson. 

THE LAST WORD… 

PLATO (Athenian philosopher in 
Ancient Greece): 

“The measure of a man is what he does with 
power."



Meet the Faces of Messy Church ‘21

The sun shone brightly and 
the fun was great as Messy 
Church arrived in Hascombe 
Village Hall on Wednesday 
(August 25).

We had an amazing turn-out of 27 
children for the event, skilfully 
co-ordinated by Sandy Crowther 
and Sheila Jones.

There were craft activities set at 
stations around the room so the 
children could take part in 
creating artwork and then move 
on to their next challenge. Under 
Simon Crowther's supervision an 
assortment of old cardboard boxes 
were transformed into three robots.

Reverend Rutton Viccajee, our stand-in priest during 
Reverend Ian's sick leave, led the time of reflection and 
prayers. He  then produced a flute from his bag to offer some 
wonderful impromptu accompaniment to our musical section.

Many thanks to all the helpers, parents and grandparents 
who came along to make it such a special day. And it's fair to 
say, some of our little ones lived up to the title of the event 
and got very messy!


