
Benefice Service to celebrate Lammas 
 

Sunday 29th August : 11:00am 
At Yeatmans Farm, Stour Row,  

SP7 0QH 
 

Come and join us as we give thanks for the beginning of the harvest 
season and the bringing in of the first wheat! 

 

(Please bring a chair—no straw bails) 
 

Followed by a ‘bring your own’ lunch—tea & coffee provided. 

Stour Vale Benefice Services 
Harvest Services in the Stour Vale 

 

September: 

Friday 10th     7:00pm Buckhorn Weston  Harvest Service 
 

October: 

Sunday 3rd     9:15am Todber    Harvest Communion 

Sunday 3rd   11:00am East Stour   Harvest Communion 

Sunday 3rd   11:00am West Stour    Harvest Service 

Friday 8th    6:30pm Kington Magna   Harvest Service 

Saturday 9th  6:30pm Stour Provost   Harvest Service 

Sunday 10th 11:00am Fifehead Magdalen   Harvest Communion 
 

Come and join us! 



From an LLM 

Ponderings of a Pilgrim 
 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ǎƛŘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƛǎ ŀ 
collection of meditations by Sister Wendy Beckett on 
works of art. You may remember her from the TV 
programmes on the story of art which she presented 
quite a long time ago now. Away from the cameras 
she lived in her caravan in the grounds of a Carmelite 
Abbey in Norfolk, devoted to a life of prayer.   

But what her programmes and this book reveal is the 
incredible knowledge of art that she had.  OK, she 
held a first-class degree in art history, but that certainly does not guarantee that a 
person will be any good at conveying that knowledge to others.  But, in this case, I 
have not only gleaned much value from her meditations, but I have also been left 
wishing I could walk around some of our art galleries in the company of Sister 
Wendy! 

As we approach a new academic year, this set me thinking of school teachers who 
have a similar gift of enthusing their subject to their young charges.  Not my old 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ LΩƳ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΣ ƻǇŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
read his notes to us in a monotone voice and then, as the bell went, close the 
folder and leave the room.  How NOT to teach history!  But there was also Miss 
Malone who taught English Literature.  Hearing her read Shakespeare as if it was 
some great adventure story, in her strong Black Country accent was a delightτ
ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘŜŘ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άƴƻǿ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǳǇ ƎƛǊƭǎ ΨŎƻǎ ǘƘƛǎ ōƛǘΩǎ 
dead goodέΗ  ²Ŝ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ Othello with her for A-level and were on the edge of our 
seats at what the wicked Iago would do next! 

What a difference a teacher for whom their task is a vocation rather than a job can 
make.  Not just to teach the curriculum, but to share the wonders that their 
subject offers with enthusiasm and passion.  Not to pile on academic pressure, but 
to nurture interest and talent, and allow their pupils to flourish.  It is 38 years since 
L ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ aƛǎǎ aŀƭƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ Ƴȅ !-level studies, but my 
continued appreciation and love of literature and poetry will certainly have been 
deepened by those two years spent in her company, and the fact that I still 
remember her must be proof of that. 

Continued page 9 



 

Compline & Company 
A monthly Reflective Gathering  

for the Benefice  
in East Stour Church 

 

Join Barbara for some prayerful peace at the end of the day with 
the short evening service of Compline, a Pause for Thought with 

music, and some quiet prayer time.   

We are re-launching in a slightly new way ɀ do join us!  
We will now meet in East Stour Church on the second Monday  

of each month at 7:30pm.  We will start with refreshments and a 
chance to chat, with Compline beginning around 8pm.  

 

Monday13th September at 7:30pm  

From an LLM ñ continued 
  

LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ 
us, whatever subject it may be, and we should be grateful to them.  We may not all 
turn out to be rich or famous because of them, and the subject which spoke to us 
may only ever remain a hobby rather than a career, but how much poorer would 
our lives be without that initial spark of enthusiasm that can fuel a life-long 
interest?  Let us hope and pray that all our young people preparing to return to 
school will be so inspired. 

       Barbara  

Munchkins  
As I have not received any offers of help, I have sadly decided that we will not be 
able to restart it.  I would like to thank everyone who has helped in the past. 
 
Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show 
I would like to thank everyone who kindly provided cakes for the church tea tent. 
 
         Jenny Sledge 



Thought for September 
 

Iƛǎ wŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ .ƻǎǎέΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ Řƻ 
ǿƛǘƘ .ǊǳŎŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎǘŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎƭƛƪŜΦ   L ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ 
Ǉŀǎǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛŦ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ ΨŎƘŜȊ tǊƛŜǎǘΩΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƳŜ 
that does it these days, but I cringe every time he says to someone on the phone, 
άLΩƭƭ Ǉŀǎǎ ȅƻǳ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƻǎǎέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
horrified me. 

Both in work-life and in leisure pursuits I have never wanted to be the boss.  Yes, I 
am happy working alone and I usually have a vision or idea of how I might want to 
do something or what I might wish to achieve.  BUT, I always want someone there 
ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ άǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΚέΣ άƘƻǿ Řƻ L Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΚέΣ άƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ hYΚέ L 
ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ΨǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛǎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ .ƻǎǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ 
someone who is always willing to take on that role for us.  He is constantly with us, 
walking our path, guiding and leading us, showing us the way, encouraging and 
challenging us to be the best we can be, but also ready to comfort us when things 
ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘǳǎǘƛƴƎ ǳǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

One who remains there even when we ignore him, but is always delighted when, 
ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘΣ ǿŜ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ά¢ƘŜ .ƻǎǎέ ŀƴŘ LΣ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΣ ŀƳ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ 
for that.  

        Barbara Priest 

Prayer for the Month  
 
 

As we progress through our days and weeks, 
let us be mindful of your Guiding hand, O, Lord. 
May we know your presence with us, 
see you in all we achieve 
recognise you in each blessing that comes our way, 
and know you with us, sitting close by, when times are tough. 
And, above all, may we be confident to turn to you for help 
at all times. 
Amen. 



Knit and Natter 
 

Monday 20th September 
 

Knit and Natter returns this month on a new day 
and time.  We will meet on the third Monday of 
the month, 2:30-4:00pm, in Fifehead village hall 

 

The Turi Children's Project still needs our jumpers.  
And plenty of wool will be available thanks to Pat 

Read's fundraising. 
 

But you may prefer time to chat and do your own sewing, knitting or craft project.  
Or you may just want tea and cake and good company. 
 

It will be lovely to meet up with old friends and hopefully make new ones. 
 

         Love Carol 

Bible Book Group  

Monday 27 th  September  
 
Bible Book Group restarts on Monday 27 th  September, 
10:30 -11:30am, in West Stour village hall.  In the first 
meeting we will reacquaint ourselves with David, 
warrior and king, and meet again the great characters 
in his story.  A story covered in 1 Samuel 16 -  2 Samuel 24.  
 
If you haven't been before that's not a disadvantage and this is an ideal 
point to join the action and excitement of the history of the people of 
God. 
 
Meetings will be on the fourth Monday of the month with refreshments.  

 
        Carol  



òRucksack Storiesó 
A New Benefice Evening Worship 

 

This autumn we are introducing a new quiet but more informal 
evening service for the whole Benefice.  It will take place on the 1st Wednesday of 

each month at 7:00pm in East Stour Church and will be led by Barbara. 
 

Our journey of faith is often likened to a pilgrimage 
and so, each month, we will focus on a bible story 

that we can put into our rucksack and carry with us 
to help us on our life travels.  The service will 
include the reading on which we will focus, a 

reflection, visual aid and music, within a specially 
produced themed service of evening worship. 

 

Barbara hopes that this will give us the opportunity to reflect more deeply  
ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ άǊǳŎƪǎŀŎƪ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎέ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƴƻǿΣ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  

 

The first service will be on Wednesday 6th October at 7:00pm  

Stour Vale Benefice Services 
 

Mid-Week Communion Service 
 

Tuesday 5th October 11amɂEast Stour 
 

The mid-week communion service will resume on 
Tuesday 5th October and weekly thereafter 

please note the new day and time 
 

Tea, coffee and biscuits served from 11am 
 

Communion service 11:30am 
All Welcome 


